
4. Crime makes a comeback 
And then there wa~ crime. 

At mid-year the Bosmn Police 
Dcpanmcnt rcponcd Iha1 scriou::. crime!-. had 
irn.:n::a~etl in Alhwn Brighwn hy 9 percent 
during the first half of 1998 vcrsu~ I 997. 
Thal hudcd the ovcrall trend in Bo:-aon, 
which ~howcd that ~cnou;. crime ha<l 
Jecreased in the city by I I percent over the 
\arnc time period in 1997. 

The hig11-c~1 increases were in larcenies 
and allcmpted larcenies, including car­
breaks. according 10 Allston-Brighton 
Police Capt. William Evans. There were 
lhree murden. in 1998. All three are still 
um,olvcd, am! are under in\'cstigaiion by the 
Boston Police Homiciue Dcpanrnent. The 
most recent murder. that of transscx ual Rita 
Hester in her apartment on 
Nov. 28, prompted vigils. benefit~ and ral­
lies in her memL)f")'. 

Despite the crime log from police. 77.4 
percent of Allston-Brighton residents 
reported feeling somewhat safe or very safe 
when they went out alone at night, follow­
ing the first half of I 998. 




