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Philadelphia steelworker 

Georgia Black, the man 

tells intimate 

who lived as 

story of how he was reared by 

a woman for 30 years in Florida 

BY WILLIE SABB 

M
y MOTHER was a man, but I'm not at all ashamed of it. I
know of no other person in the world who can say that, 
but I say it now without remorse, fearing neith r ridicule 

or whispered gossip. Tho�gh my mother was actually a man, she 
looked just like any other woman and acted like on -sweet, femi
nine and soft. 

For 30 years she lived the resp ctable normal lif of a typical 
outh rn, church-going, od-fearing, horn -loving housewife and 

mother. Her name was orgia Black and until she died on 
pril 26, 1951, she kept up a marv lous masqu rade that has be

come one of the strang st stories of recent years. 
To me orgia Black was my mother, the only moth r I ever 

had or knew. I loved her as mother all my life and when the fact 
that she was a man was reveal d to me it made no difference. My 
love for her did not change. My memories of her are loving and 
good and it will always be lik that. 

Throughout this story I will use the feminine pronoun "she" as 
it is the only way I can refer to my "mother." She was known 
as a woman b citizens of the town of Sanford, Fla., wh re she 
lived and di d and where I was 
r ar d. Until shortly before her 
death no one there knew her 
strange secret. During the two 
years that have pas ed, news
papers, magazines and radio 
commentators have dis ussed the 
unusual story of eorgia Black. 
There have b en many mistakes 
in these accounts of her life, and 
I am taking this means to correct 
them. 

I want to set the re ord 
straight about Georg·a Black, her 
life and death. My love for her 
is too strong, even after death, to 
permit her story to � twist d 
and distorted. ntil now I have 
never discuss d the nature of my_ 
relationship with my mother. 
This then is my story and the 
truth about orgia Black, whom 
some called weird, abnormal and 
fr akish, but whom I know to 
have been a fine, sensitive, de
cent human being. 

Sunday servic s uni ss she was s riou ly sick. She was a good, 
law-resp cting citiz n. 

Sometimes I felt my moth r was too nice for her own good. She 
often sacrifi d much to help others. I used to get mad at times 
and criticiz d her for b ing over-g nerous. But she couldn't help 
b ing good for she was a true hristian at heart. 

My life has been a strang one. I was born in Gr leyville, 
S. C., in 1912. I don't remember my real mother at all b cause
she died when I was three weeks old. My father was a local
farmer. His name was Bennett Ned and I didn't see him until I
was 26. Before that I was unaware of what had happened.

All the facts about my birth and arly years were never given 
to me in full, and truthfully, I never questioned eorgia Black, 
who adopted me, about my childhood. She never offered to tell 
me. 

People have asked me how it was that orgia Black came to 
adopt me. This is how it happen d: Georgia's first marriage was 
to a man nam lonzo Sabb. The marriage took plac in Wint r 
Garden, lorida. The year I was horn eorgia and her husband 

were living in reel yville and 
when my real mother, who was 

orgia' s cousin, died, something 
had to he done about me. 

Thus it was that Mrs. eorgia 
Sabb decid d to take care of me 
and to raise me as her own child. 
She took me to Winter arden, 
a small sleepy lorida town 28 
miles from Orlando, and left me 
with a Mrs. Coin, a kindly 
woman who ran a grocery store. 
My moth r and her husband 
moved to Sanford. She took do
mestic jobs, wa hing and cook
ing for wealthy white people. 
But she came to see me once a 
month and always brought me 
gifts and candy. I remember 
cl arly some of those monthly 
visits. orgia would kiss me 
tenderly and talk to me soft} . 
Those visits were wonderful. I 
stay d in Winter ard n with 
Mrs. Coin for n arly six years 
until World War I ended in 1918. 

She was known to her neigh
bors as a generous soul who al
ways h lp d her fellow man. She 
was a tower of sb'i ngth and a 
tir less worker for h r church, St. 
James A.M.E., which she att nd
ed dutifully and was loved by the 
congregation. She never missed 

Gazing fondly at picture of his 61lllother" Georgia Black, Willie Sabb, steelworker in 
Philadelphia, recalls "her" as a tender, loving "woman" who made his childhood 
happy. Georgia Black kept secret being a man until fatal illness unmasked "her." 

Alonzo Sabb, my first step
father whose name I hear, was 
kill d. A tree fell on him while 
he was working in a woods and 
he was cmshed to death. I re
member his funeral. I rode in a 
buggy and sat there fascinated 
whil the body was lowered into 
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MOTHER WAS A MA Continued 

the grave. P opl stood around the open grave pra ing, their 
he ds bared. I was only four at the time. 

After the death of her first husband my mother brought me to 
Sanford, wh re she was working. The next few years were happy 
ones for me. We lived in a white section of town and always had 
good things to eat. I was alw ys cl anl dress d and given plenty 
of time to play with other children and enjoy myseH. 

When I was small I called Georgia Bia k "Mama" as most little 
boys do. I rem mber Mama during the arly years in Sanford as 
a good-looking, firmly-built person who wor jr tty clothe and 
had b autiful long black hair. She worked h r at h r hous work, 
and would go to th homes of various white peopl to do washing 
and ironing, and occasionally some cooking. 

Mama was an exceptional cook. ything she cook d was out-
standing. I particularly loved the w y she prepar d chick n, 
pork chop and fish dishes. Her fame as a cook pr ad throughout 
th r gion. She was one of the best, if not the best, cake maker 
in town. She cooked for every important function giv n by her 
church and peopl always raved about her food. But Mama was 
a very modest person. "It ain't nothin'," she used to say when 
folks prais d her co king. "It's ju t a gift God give me." 

I was sent to grade school at the usual age. Mama saw to it that 
I was well dr ssed at all tim s, and sent me off to school on time 
each morning. During these years I lived in a boarding house 
with Mama and her second husband, Muster Black. Mama mar
ried Black in 1919. I'll never forg t my first glimps of my new 
stepfather. Mama brought him home on hristmas Day and in
troduced me to him. "Bill," she said, "this is your new father. 
Call him Mr. Black. He is a nice man and he'll be good to you." 

Muster Black was wearing his World War I uniform that day 
and I was very impress d. H had just r turned from the war. 
He was a short, stout man in his late 30' s who smiled at me, patted 
me on my head and said, "H llo, son." I knew I was going to 
like him. 

For the next five years we three lived togeth r quietl and in 
gr at happin ss in a four-room frame house in a nice neighbor
hood. r. Black work d in the roundhouse in the local railroad 
yard. He work d nights, firing the locomotive engines, a job I 
gr atly admired him for doing. I used to love to take his supper 
to him in the roundhouse. ama prepared his supper and gave 
it to me to carry to him. When I got to where he was working he 
would hoist me up into the engine driver's seat and talk to me 
while he ate. ometimes I'd help him eat it. 

econd tepfather Dies 

W HEN Mr. Black died of drops in 1925 I really cried. Our 
house was in gloom and I felt like my daddy had pass d . 
He had fathered me in his own way and I had loved him. 

I was young and unabl to und rstand the full m aning of d ath, 
but I kn w that Mr. Black was gone and would never come back, 
and that I would never sit with him in a railway ngine in the 
roundhous . 

Mama loved him very much as far as I could see. I never heard 
them qu rrel. Th y were very aff ctiontlt towards each other. 
Our home was a quiet, happy place. Mama took exc llent care of 
Mr. Black, pr paring his food just the way he liked it and laun
dering his clothes w'th loving care. utwardly at least they acted 
like any other married couple. Th y lept tog th r in a large bed 
in their b droom and went to church tog th r on undays. Since 
Mr. Black work d at night they found littl time for social life. 
The few things they did together th njoyed. Sometimes they 
took me to carnivals or to the circus wh n ver it came to town. 

After Mr. Black's death Mama converted our home on Pecan 
A venue into a rooming house and took in carefully selected board
ers. I had a room to mys H, and Mama's room was at the front 
of the house. 

Never once did I see my mother undress. She always got dressed 
in her own room and was very discre t about such things. I ac
cept d her as a woman. It was as simpl as that. I thought she 
was a woman. 

As I grew bigger I went to work and helped support my mother 
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later when the doctors discovered that I had an ulcerated 
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worried. She was about to lose the house for non-payment of back 
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WIiiie Sabb and his wife Henrietta thought Georgia Black a woman until her fatal ill
ness. Mrs. Sabb was one of first to learn secret. She was in office of Dr. Orville 
Barks when medical examination revealed that Georgia was physically a man. 

MOTHER WAS A MA Continued 

taxes and was very ups t • about it. I hated to see her in that con
dition and assured her that somehow I would get the money to 
save the house. And I did. 

I went back to my old job in the crate factory. But I couldn't 
save much for the house from my $25 we kly salary, so I moved 
north to Philadelphia and got a better-paying job working on mu
nitions in a steel mill. I averaged $45 a week and managed to send 
some money back home to om every two weeks. It didn't take 
me long to wipe out the tax arrears on the house. Mom was very 
happy and grateful for the help I'd given her. 

I was laid off from my job at the steel mill in 1945 when the 
war ended. I soon found another job, though, at a smaller steel 
plant manufacturing auto parts. I still work there. 

Mom's final fatal illness began in November, 1951. I learned 
about it when her dearest friend, Mrs. J oannah oor , tel phoned 
me one night and told me Mom was very sick. I left for anford 
the following day. My wife, Henrietta, accompanied me on that 
tragic trip. 

Wh n I saw Mom I was shocked. She had lost a great deal of 
weight, and was very weak. Though she was suffering terribly 
she tried to be h erful. She smiled at me and I hugged her. 
" om," I asked her, "what's the matter?" She wouldn't say a word 
about her sickne s, but made one request. She pleaded with me 
not to send her to a ho pital. "Don't want to go to no hospital," 
she kept repeating. I couldn't understand it then. Later it be
came obvious that she fear d going to a hospital because an exam
ination would ertainly reveal that she was not a woman. 

My wife was the second person to know my mother's closely 
kept secret about her sex. Th first was Dr. Orville Bar , promi
nent Sanford physician, who xamined Georgia Black in his pri
vate clinic. Henrietta had taken Mom to se Dr. Barks. Mom liad 
prote t d igorously but had gone along just the same. My wife 
stood by while Dr. Barks examined Mom. At the end of the ex
amination the doctor turned to my wife. 

"Did you see what I saw?" he sked her. My wife answ red that 

Continued on l'age 80 
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Comfortable home of Georgia Black's brother-in.Jaw was where Georgia spent her 
final days. Neither Malakai Black nor his wife Lugenia ( on porch) knew that their 
sister-in-law was a man. Georgia drew war pension as "widow" of Muster Black. 

MOTHER WAS A MA Continued 

she had, }though she didn't know actly what the doctor meant. 
Then he asked her, "ls y husband the real child of orgia 
Black, or was he adop d?" My wife, who did not know at that 
time that I was an adopted child, answer d, "As far as I know, 
doctor, my husband is her real child." The doctor looked puzzl d. 

"Your husband can't he her real child," he said thoughtfull , 
"b aus eor ia Black is a man!" Henrietta was speech! s with 
shock. After a few econd she r gained control of herself and 
took Mom hack home. Neither said a word on the way hack. Both 
knew that the secret of my moth r's sex was now out in the open. 
For 30 years she had con al d it cl verly and well. Now the 
whole world would soon know it. 

I don't know wheth r Dr. Barks communicat d his dis ry 
to other persons in Sanford, hut the truth about moth r h ing a 
man graduall leaked out. It stirred gr at curiosity for mil s 
around. oon the whole town was talking about it. The local 
radio station broadcast some facts about the strange case of Geor
gia Black. Mom h came the most-discus d citizen of Sanford. 
H r story tra I d right across the country. 

B for her death Mom had b come a local eel hrity and folks 
came to Fernald.. aughton M morial Hospital, where she was be
ing treated, just to catch a glimpse of her. They came from cities 
and towns all over the state. h n she left the hospital to p nd 
some time at the home of her brother-in-law, Malakai Black, scores 
of curiou p opl visited her. Newspaperm n intervi wed her and 
photograph rs took pictures of her while she lay on her sickbed . 

foun out that my mother was a man from my wife. Henri
etta, who had stayed on to nurse Mom after I went hack to Phila
delphia, came home a little while h fore the end. She seemed 
troubled and nervous. I asked her about her trip and how Mom 
was fe ling. 

"Wh t did the doctors say is the matter with Mom?" I asked her. 
"Th y ay she has cancer," Henrietta said. I was saddened at 

this news for I always heard cancer was fatal. Henrietta had 
som thing else on her mind and I asked her what it was. 

Continued on Page 82 
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MOTHER WAS A MA Continued 

"Willie," she blurted out, ''I'm going to tell you something that's 
going to knock you off your feet." I told her to go ahead and 
say it. 

She told me in detail what had happened the day Mom was 
xamin d by Dr. Barks in his clinic. "Your mother is not a woman," 

she told me. "She's a man." I was gripped by a feeling of great 
mental confusion. I couldn't sp ak. I co ildn't think clearly. Then 
my mind went back many years and I tried to piece tog ther the 
story of orgia Black. I remembered she used to sit with her legs 
open the way men do. But that was the only masculine mannerism 
she had. And at the time it didn't seem significant to me. "Is 
what you say the truth?" I asked Henrietta. She nodded. "It's 
true," she said. I didn't say anything for a long time. 

"You know," I told her, "I always f It there was something dif
ferent about Mom. Now I know what it was." 

The last time I saw mother I knew she was sinking. But she 
put up a brave front for me. "Bill, I'm feeling better now," she 
said ch erfully. But it was an effort for her to sp ak and I knew 
she was lying. She just didn't want me to worry. But I think she 
didn't want me to be around when she died so that I would dis
cover her secret. 

When I left Philadelphia for S nford to try to reach Mom's bed
side b fore she died, I had decided not to let her. know I knew 
she was a man. I carefully rehears d a little speech I had pre
pared and which I int nd d to make. It went something like this: 
"Mom, I know there's been an awful lot of talk around here about 
you, and a lot of p opl have been spreading some pretty strange 
stories. I know you -think p ople have talked to me about you. 
But I want to tell you I don't b lieve a word of it. You're still my 
Mom and I love you. You've been a wonderful mother to me." 

I was never able to deliver that peech because Mom passed 
away before I reached her. I don't think she ever knew that I, too, 
knew her secret. 

Mother was a man all right. But to me she was the most won
derful mother a man could want. For 30 of her 56 years she pre
tended to be a woman and as far as I'm concerned was a complete 
success. Some say she lived a lie. I don't. eorgia Black raised 
me to manhood and gave me t nd m s and affection. I loved 1 

her with all my heart and shall cherish her memory as long as I 
live. She will always be "Mom" to me. 
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Readinglast letter received from his "mother," Georgia Black, just before her death 
Willie Sabb recalls sadly the enderness and love "she" had shown him throughout 
the years. At end of letter Mrs. Black wrote: "You've been a wonderful son to me." 
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LIVE, sleep and work in air free of lung
irritating dust, pollen and soot! The new 
Fedders Room Air Conditioner filters the 
air,helps relieve hay fever.Circulates cool, 
mountain-fresh air, lets you sleep soundly 
on hottest nights! Keeps humidity health
fully low. Only Fedders offers the amazing 
Built-in Weather Bureau. Gives the weath
er you want at the flick of a button I The 
handsome Fedders unit fits in windowsill 
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ing alterations, pipes, or ducts. Mail cou
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protection, and new home comfort! 
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·-----------------~ 
I FREEi MAIL COUPON TODAYI 
I 
I lJe~:~~-RSj~~~<\~ :e~<~~~~KA l'ION 

f Pl- aend me book■ cberked on bow I oan I ■let>p. •·orll. live bt!tter with a ll'edden. 

I □ ~!!,e.:li~~el!o1::ftf!~~~!rlna with a l'edden 

f D "'How to 8le11p Cool •·hen 1"■ Hot.•• 
I 

I -·-------------
1 .Add,v .. ___________ _ 

I 

VOL VIII, NO. 8 

Editor and Publisher, JoBN H. JoBNSON 

Executive Editor, BEN BURNS 

JUNE, 1953 

Manaclng Editors, ERA BELL THOMPSON. HERBERT NIPSON 

Associate Editors, DAN BURLEY, Wn.LIAM I. GmsoN, ALLAN MoRRJSON, 

CLOTYE MURDOCK:, ROI On-LEY 
Home Service Director, FREDA DEKNIGHT Staff Photographer, DAvm JACICSON 

Hollywood Editor, JAMES Goonmc1-1 librarian, Doms SAUNDERS 

Art Editor, LEROY WINBUSH Research, RUTH McCoy 
Clrculatlon Manager, SYLVESTRE C. W A-niNs Acency Manacer, WI1.LIE E. MILES 

Eastern Advertising Manager, WILLIAM P. GRAYSON 

Midwest Advertising Manacer, LEROY JEFFRIES 

Western Advertlslnc Manacer, FRANKLYN A. AJAYB 

CONTENTS 
FOREIGN 

World's Top Negro Statesmen Meet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
Nkrumah-Tubman parley •ymboli::e• A/rica'• comin• o/ age 

Darlings of Royalty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 
Ne•ro wo111P11 wi11 hPart• of "'"" of noblP blood in Europe 

ENTERTAINMENT 
Stage Hypnotist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Joh11 CarrPlt puta entire audience• under apell in theater. 
Dunham Dance Graduates .......................... 48 

Soloi•t• who left becomP Broadwa •tar• and houaewive• 
Harlem's 'Elsa Maxwell'............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Edward Perry i• chief arbiter of New York'• Ne•ro •ociety 

MARRIAGE 
German Mail Order Bride. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 

Bruine••man'• wile aay• he in•i•ted on abnormal •ex act• 
My Mother Was A Man By Willie Sabb. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 

teelK1orker tell• how he waa reared by man 
Tom Thumb Wedding. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99 

Bride, 5, and groom, 6, married in Bu.ialo church 

IPERSONA111,IES 
Negro Heroes ................................... 92 

Many Ne•roe• rial,-and lo•e-their live• to •a11e other• 

SPORTS 

'Sugar Ray' Robinson's Dream House... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 
Ex-champion •ay11 ,,...,., houae i• 'kind I've wanted all my li/e' 

Best High School Track Team In U. S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106 
JeDer•on High in Lo• Angele• •corP• a111a:sin« record o/ wina 

DEPARTMENTS 
Speaking Of People. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 4 
Letters To The Editor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Date With A Dish: SoufRe Salads.................... 54 
Fashion Fair: Bridal Gowns. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 
Photo-Editorial: It's Time For New Faces........ . . . . 104 

Sugar Ray Robinson, retired world's middle
weight boxing champion now turned dancer, 
recently moved into a newly-remodeled and 
refurnished Riverdale home. With his beau
tiful wife, Edna Mae, and his three-year-old 
son, Ray, Jr., Sugar is now living in the 
house of his dreams, the first real home he 
has had since his marriage in 1943. Every 
item in the luxuriously-appointed home is 
custom-built to the exact specifications of 
the famous couple, who collaborated on 
ideas. Cover by Howard Modavis. 

Address all editorial and adverthlng correspondence to EBONY, 1820 South Michigan Avenue, Chl
ea10 16. Illinois. New York office: 55 West -12nd Street. Loa Angeles office: 1127 WIishire Btulevard. 
For change of addre11. furnhh stenciled addre11 from recent lnue. Send new and old address. Four 
week.' notice required to make change. Entire contents copyright, 1953, by Johnson Publiahlno Co .• 
Inc. Reproduction In whole or part prohibited without permll!lon. Manuscripts. photos and art 
submitted should be accompanied by aelf-addreued envelopes and return po1ta1e. The publisher 
a11umea no responslblllly for return of unsolicited manuscripts or photos . 

• 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: I YHr (12 Issues) S3. 2 yHrs (24 Ian .. ) S5. C.nad• and Pan• 
American countries k • r••r. Other foreign countries S5 • r••r. Sinai• copies 
30c. C.nada and P•n-Amerlc• 35c. 

M .. ber A■dlt hrea■ of Clrc■lotloa 

Buy your first box of Tampax. You can 
get this sanitary protection at any drug 
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absorbencies: Regular, Super or Junior. 
But don't put off taking this important 
step any longer. Do it now! 

Discover now, for yourself, how dainty, 
how feminine internally-worn Tampax 
is. Examine the throwaway applicator. 
Realize your hands need never touch the 
Tampax itself; that it's made of pure 
white, compressed surgical cotton, and is 
so comfonable the wearer doesn't even 
feel it, once it's in place. 

And of course, with Tampax, there 
are no bulky pads, no pins, no revealing 

belt or ridge lines. There isn't 

II' 
even any odor! There's no chaf
ing, no irritation-Tampax is 
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I 111. truly a joy! And considerine its 
small size, can't you just see 

how easy it will be to dispose of Tampax? 
Get it now-don't delay another day. 

Get doctor-invented Tampax now, and 
be ready to face "difficult days" in greater 

1 comfon with more poise and more con-
1 fidence. Look for Tampax Vendor in 

restrooms throughout the United States. 
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-
,,.,.11 •• ' 

t'!')~~·-· 

Acupted /or Ad•ntisi"S 
by the Jourfl11I ol the Amnict1fl Medic11l Auoci111io,. 

TAMPAX INCORPORATED U3-M 
Palmer, Mass. 
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