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When salaries came due snd the box of
fice receipts were not enough to pay
salaries, the owner of the ranch would
write his son, who was in charge of the
hog business, and order enough hogs to
be sold 80 as to keep the company from
becoming stranded. This lasted until
the rarch owner had abont 20 hogs left '
when the show closed, and Williamsand
Walker were again looking for work.
They met with reverse after reverse and
knocked about from place to place and
finally drifted into ¢ hicago, Here the
pair met with its. first suceess. Thomas
Canary, of Canary & Lederer, of the
New York Casino fame, met them, and
after eeeing their turn, decided to en-
gage them for the elaborate production
of “The Gold Bug,” which opened in
New York, September 14, 1894. Their
act was the feature of the show and in a
short time offers began to pour in tend-
gring engagements at leading theaters
in the country.

Their next suoccess: was with Peter
Daley in **‘A Good Thing,” and then
came their banner engagement of their
career—thirty-six copsecutive weeks at
Koster & 2ial's, New York, at $300 a
week. Next the team crossed the At-
lantic and showed for eight weeks at
the Empire Theater, London. A return
American date at Koster & Bial's lasted
five weeks, when Hartig, Seamon &
Tuck placed them at the head of a com-
pany, where they have been and are still
changing the play each season.

When playing 1n different cities they
stop at the leading hotels, takiog their
meals in private apartments to avoid re-
marks by white guests who might object
to their presence. Both are possessed of
& pleasing personality and avoid the
white penple as much as possible. Lottie
Thompson, who played the old maid in
“The Policy Players.” in vrivate life is
Mrs. Bert A. Williams, and Ada Overton,
who played Kioka, is Mrs. George W.
Walker.,

J. Harry Martinette,
Saxophone soloist, \vz}g\born December
24, 1869, at Knoxville Tennessee. He
spent all the young part of his life in]
and aronnd there, unfortunately losing
his mother at the age of four years. But
having a fatber to ree and care for him,
was sent to school and received a fair

merced to learn the tinners trade and
served two years and three months at
that. From that, his father being a bar-
ber and owning a large shop he was put I
in the shop to learn the barber’s trade.
Heremained there quite a while until
one day in the Spring of 1836 he left
home and went to ¢ hattanooga, Tenn.
where he found work and remained for
nine months daring which time he made
bis first appearance at East Lake Mu
senm and Theatre as a contortionist.
Following this for some time he next
commenced to learn music. In 188) he
made his first road trip with Benson &
Moore's All Star Specialty Co., being
stage manager. With this company he
had a partuer and they went by the
name of Harry Martin and Billy ¢ amp-
bell, the Monarchs of Song and Dance,
only staying out ashort time afterwhich
he returned home and there he remained
taking parts in all thelocal shows that
were given. In March 1840 another
show was organized and went oug,
leaving Knoxville on Monday, March3l,
touring Tennessee and Virginia. Leav-
ing this at Roanoke, Va., he joined J.
M. Brooks Medical show, May 17 of the
same year; leaving this show to go to
Pocohantas Va., August 17 to open a
variety house for two weeks, afterwhich
beretarned to the Brooks Medicine show,
onSept. 1. Leaving the Medicine show
Satarday, Dec. 20, he joined the Boston
Comedy Company going as far South as
his home, Kuoxville, where he closed
and there remained This was in 1891
On the 29th of July *91, he left Knoxville
for Springfield O., where he joined Cap!;
Stewart’s Wagon Show. He left this
shaw as the season closed and went to
Cincinnpati O., on 22 of Uct. 1891 and
there he remained a while. Here, as
Martinette and Campbell they played
one week at Kohl & Middleton’s Dime
Musenm, afterwhich they went South
making a tonr by themselves as far as
New Orleans, La. We next find them
returning to Birmicgham, Alg., on
April, 16, 1892, dissolved partoership
with Campbellland returned to Koox-
ville and joined hands with J.C. Prosser
being known then a3 Martinette and

<

THE FREEMAN, AN ILLUSTRATE

and then, leaving Priaser, he went to
Lakewood N. J. and joined J. W. Mas-
sengill. On April 23, ‘03 they joined
hands with Prosser, sailing under the
name of the Tennessee Trio, Martinette
Prosser and Massengill. They went to
Saratoga New York for three months,
June, July and August, giving concerta
in all the leading places of amusement
assisted by Peck and Taylor. Leaving
Saratoga, Friday Sept. 1, ‘93 for New
York City they joined J. H. Manley's
Concert Company, traveling from Port-
land Maine to the (Gulf of Mexico, play-
ing all the large towns and retarning to
Chattanooga Tuesday, March 20, ‘04and
there remaining, during which time .he
organized and led an orchestra, accept-
ing an engagement with J. C. Moores
Tennesgee Jubilee Singers in 1895, taking
the road in March as Martinette and
Prosser, touring, Tennessee, Kentucky,
Obijo and Indiana.. Mr.Martinette then
filled engagements in the following
well known organizations: ¢In Old
Virginia” and “The Tarkish Knight"”
company, In 1897 he organized the
Martinette and Royston Minstrels for a
short tour. In the same year he fofmed
the Plantation Trio—Martinette, Koddy
aud Wallace in a hot musical act. The
following season they joined the Afro-
American Speéialty Company after-
which filling good engagements with the
Davis Columbian Minstrels, after leav-
ing this company, they played dates in
many of theleading musenms and vande-
ville houses in the East. Securing an
engagement abroad they left on July 14,
‘98, opening at Cambridge and Midd]e-
sex England, schere they formed a com-
pany which is<known as the Ex Slave
Choir where heis at present, Mr. Mar-
tinette is said to be the only colored Sax-
ophone player on the o her side of the
water. He has received several flatter-
ing offers from managers of America
but owing to being booked up across the
‘““pond” he was unable to accept. Their
ruceess in England bhas: been all that
could be expected,

Famous Georgia Minstrels.

We have played the two .principal
cities of California, namély San Francis-
co and Los Angeles, and our business
has been phenomenal. Oar show re-
ceived flattering uewspaper notices from
all the principal newspapers on the
coast, and the thousands of people who
have visited the show, announced them-
gelves as highly pleased with our great
minstrels entertainment. Thehealth of
the company is perfect and the personal
of the company is as follows: Thomas
J. Culligan, manager: Benjamin Cnili-
gan, treasurer; James Donahue, pro-
gram:r; E. H. Wood, advance agent;
George Allen, lithographer; Prof. F. T.
Patrick, bandmaster; Prof. 8. Housley,
director of orchestra; C. A. Hughes, vo-
cal director; Julius Glenn, stage mana-
ger; James Crosby, ‘Frosty” Moore,
Kid Langford, Matt. Housley, Billy
Porter, Allen McDonald, Nathan Wil-

.social from head to foot.

ic/
\

Overby. Oscar Cameron, John Sherman,
La She, Beverley Housley, Angelo Hous-
ley, George Swan, Will Kelley, Henry
Graves, Frea. W. Simpson, John C.
Pittman, Bob Lee, Walter Mitchell,
James Osborne, John Smith, George
Kitchen, James Jackson, William
Shields, Simon Bonomore's five Arabian
Whirlwinds: Hussan Ben Hasayn, Se-
lam Hadjahi, Sallah Ben Dullahk, Ben
Azichey.

Slayton’s Jubilee Singers.

Mr. William C. Buckner writes.— "I am
pleased to drop you a Jine in regards to
Slayton Juvenile Company No. 1 7of
which I have the pleasure of being man-
ager. Iam pround to say that I haveg
company of perfect ladies and gentle-
men and very fine artists. I have Tatt
and Tuatt with whom I trust you are
acqoainted and I need make no explan-
ation as to their ability; then I have

D COLORED NEWSPAPER.

kins, W. A. Dixon, J. A. Watts, W. T. fca:w
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RUSCO & HOLLANDS' BIG ATTRACTIONS ¢
Richards, Pringle-Rusco & Holland |

Big Minstrel Festival

55 People---3 Bands---Special Trains,
Tl;e Largest Minstrel Show in the World,

Richards and Pringles Famous

other artists whom [ have not the time
to mention. I feel proud to recommend
my company to the world as first clasg '
artists. moral, dignified and intelligent.
I cannot say too much for them,
although I ao not feel given to throw-
ing boquets to myself. Shonld we ever
come your way we will be glad to have
you meet this company. Mr, Lester
Helms and Miss E. P. Brown were united
in wed lock. Their hearts were made
glad.

A. G. Allen's -New Orleahs Minstrels.

Business in New Orleans last week
was good. Mrs. Williams is singing
with great snccess *‘Let me bring my
clothes back home.” Mr. Owens
eccentric cowedian, receives several
eacores nightly singing **Who dat sayed
chicken in this crowd " Everybody is
working hard; and the andience is kept
in ah uproar from the time the cartain
goes up until it drops on the last act
our cake walk of seven ladies and
gentleman. Augustus Stevens, female
impersonator, sends regards to Major B.
F. Payne, Goodall and Ray Trusty. J.
Young sends regards to Emmit Davis
and Gordon Collins. Clande Richard-
son, baritore in first band, sends best
wishes to Frank Kirk and A. Stewart.

A

l

Member%f the Big Minstrel Festival |.
were entertained most royally by the
celebrated Utopia club of Pensacola who
has as president Geo. Wells a genial
fellow with a big heart and swwelcome.
Hand Sydney solo is the secretary and is
The clab’is
comparatively young opening Oct 6, '99
but are most successful entertainers.
The Pensacola orchestra of color play all
engagements at the theatre and contain
Prof. EdA Wyer clarionet, Wm. Wyer
double bass, Wm. Pontz-.corzst, Misg
Flo Wyer piano and Ed Wyer Jr. 1st
violin.

- The Holmans has closed witk Stowe's
Uncle T'om’s Cabin Company.

- JOE DOBBINS

. . $:0:CORNET VIRTUOSO::::

edncation after which in 1882 he com- Has the distinction of beine one of the most prominent Cornetist before the public,though
uite young in years, has played i many promment orchestras under white gnd colored
Mr. Dobbins s also'an arranger of no small degree, having™a number
f orchestrations bearing his name and 1s a musian is ably fillig the position of cornet in

q
(¢
and and 2nd violin in orchestra with the Bie

rchestra leaders,

Minstrel Festival,
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«COMEDPIAN AND IMITATOR...

W ART,

{Nashville
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Has won quite areputation in the past with his exceedingly funny antics. , Mr. Stewart is
conceded to he the best™**Rube’ in the street. The profession has carring a pet “Berk-

and specialfies jn the street with the Big Minstrel Festival, (
T

. ABR ST
CLARENCE JONE
A __J _‘__J o
ORIGINALLY KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE PROFESSION AR
“PICCALOE JONES”

By his wonderful exccution on that named instrument, _conc_eded to fbe_‘thc finest flute and
piccalo soloist of today—at present enguged with thie Big Minstrel Festival Band.

SAM BURNS.

One of the most prominenMusicians in the colored profession having plgyec] under

all the well known leaders, Mr. Burns is a master of the Trombone, Tuba and Vrolincello,

The companies—Primroce & West, McCabe & \:Ounf and Georgia Min«trels being his

l;xteat exllgagement: at present a Member of the Band and Orchestra with the Big Minstrel
“estival, «

To Managers and Friends: ... ... /

JAMES  WHIT!

Principal Comedian,
“vevssess » Enroute with Oliver P.’Scott’s Refined Minstrels.

shire shoat” with him that follows just the same as & dog; at present engaped as endman §° ’

Georzia  Minstrels

Direction of RUSCO & HOLLAND]
45 People-- 2 Bands --Special Train, ,
The 5 Whirlwinds, Afabian Acrobats,

THE ORIGNAL. GIDESON’

Minstrel
Students ¢ Carnival

| Direction of RUSCO & HOLLAND.
| Fifty People---.-Two Cars----Two Bands,

ZCHZd HHQ-E 2

g Home Office of RUSCO & H™LL AND 346 Wabash Ave.
Chi ll, care National Printing Co. '

icago
e e e o, -

To Our 'Friendé and Patrons:

Please read and try and realize what we are offerin r )
Season of 1899-1900 with—— § onr patrons for th

Mahara’s Big Carnival Minstrels

50 Best Looking, Neatest Dressed and Mo:st Deportiy Singing Colored Peaple.
Richly Cqstumed 18-Pjece Military Band and Orchestra.

12 Handsome Performing Shetland Ponies. 25 Wonderful Performing Dogs.

4 Bigh-Class Comedians. 16 Pretty Singing And Fhgihg Sonlmtten,: o
4 Complete Quartettes. o

v

Strictly an entertainment for ladles and children, replete with choice musie and melody
Strong singing features, magnificent choruses—not marred by loud-mouthed comedians.

THE PARADE is the grandest ever attempted by a rlmilar organization. Mounted Peopls,
Buglers, Popies, Wagonettes. Dogs and Grand Military Concert Band. 321 different kinds of
original paper. Matinee daily with this Blue Ribbon Attraction.

W.A. & JACK MAHARA,

’ Managers and Proprietors
Permanent address: 160 Clark street, CHICAGO.

3rd Annual Tourof ..

The Leading Colored Theatrical Organization
' of the World . . .

HEADED BY

BILLY JOH

L]

ND .

BOB COLE »

Mr. Lloyd G. Gibbs,
Mr. Walter Dixon,
Mr. Sam, Cousins,
Mr. Barrington * arter,
Mr. Thomas Craig,
Mr. Samuel King,
Mr. Geo. Ledbetter,
. Mr. George Brown,
" Mr. Willis Accooe,

NSON

Miss Edna Alexander,

Miss Mollie Dill,

Miss Alice Mackay (Accood).
Miss Pauline Freeman,
Miss Clara Freeman,

Miss Jennie Hillman,

Miss Jennie Sheper,

Miss Lavinia Jones,

w _AMiss Estella Ware,

Miss Willefta Duncan,

Miss Nettie Glenn,

Miss Albertina Martin,

Miss Myrtyle Couzzins,

Miss Pearl LeVan,

AND

MR SAMUEL LUCAS
PRESENTING

| A TriP TO COONTOWN

Management of ED. W, COOK

ED. E. LESTER, Rep.

Managers and Performers Look! W

BiLLY KERSANDS Lovise

ALL comeds sketch artists, hitting "em hard—the big card and closing_the ollo
?i]&ltegg %rlsco fMIN STREL ’;’ES IVAL, in an up-to-date act act written especially for them
by Al Brown, entitled: *Who's Dat Sed Chicken.”

—

Yours in Rag-time '

ey Grant & Grant-vanie

~ |

Prosser. Leaving home he went to
Philadelphia the same year. They

»

played around and about Philadelphia

THE COLORED KQHINOORS OF COMEDY.

.,

JOHN RUCKER,

The Original “Alabama Blossom

t=~Not the Beat Comedian on Earth, but with the Best Minstrel Company
traveling, and making good. o _
Enroute—Richards, Pringle, Rusco & Holland’s Big Minstrel Féstival.

—__}

“ABILITY MEANS SUCCES3"———

3 ;

J. ED GREEN
CHARACTER BARITONE.

The Middle Man in the BIG MINSTREL FESTIVAL.  Anthop of the

coming success: “FRED DOUGLASS' RECOEPTION,” the most orig-
inal up-to-date two-act comedy ever written. Offers invited for same.

[

Enroute Sam Scribner’s

ay Morning Glory” Co. Permanent address: 144 West
Twenty-sixth street, New York CYty. N. Y.

Permanent address: The Freeman, Indianapolis, Ind.



