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CAN WE TALK!

by Heather

I received a strange letter the other day.
It was from a person who wanted information
about Cross—Port. They said they would like to
attend a meeting but that they are only in the
area once a year, around the 24th of
December. It was addressed. Box Holder., PO Box
1, Elves Grove, North Pole.

Speaking of letters. 1 would like +to
clarify a statement I made last month about
Tri-Ess brought to my attention by Diane
Ingram. The statement about persons. who
"...wish to ride along on some one else’s skirt
tail!' was not directed toward the members of
Tri-Ess. It was a reference toward a number

of transsexuals | met at one of the big
get-togethers.
Many {franssexvals (certainly not all)

enter the crossdressing/qender community at
a crisis point in their lives. They want help
and support but they do little in return for
the qroup and once they have their surgery
they disappear from the gender community. I
feel they are not willing to put in the time or
the effort it takes to run a qroup so they feel
that they should have a right to join and
attend Tri—Ess. Many of them do not consider
themselves crossdressers (a feeling 1 am
beginning to undrestand) yet they want to join
a support group for crossdressers, o

In our own area some of the TS5’s wanted a
separate support qroup that would address TS
issues. One of the girls started one in
Dayton. After several months she dropped it
because no one was coming. Every month she
had to call everyone and almosi beq them to
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At Cross—Port meetings, the least amount
of financial support comes from the T§’s. Some
do not pay for the newsletter and do not
receive it then they come to the meetings and
buy drinks but say they don’t have three
dollars to donate to our collection. Some say
they don’t contribute because they don’t get
anything from the meetings, so why do they
come?

Since I myself am a TS5, I understand many
of the feelings that TS’s have. For us this is
not a once a month thing but our very life. It
can be difficult to watch others come in
dressed, feeling and looking qood, and having
a qood time Knowing that tomorrow they will qo
back to their jobs and families happy to be
back in their original gender. But the fact is
that no one, including the world owes us
anything. Being a TS was not my choice, but
what I do about it is my choice. Hhat I get out
of life is what I put into it.

Please\don”r misunderstand me, there are
a number of qroups being run by TS8’s and they
are run well. In Columbus 0Ohio and in Atlanta
Beorgia, there are support gqroups for
transsexvals. No TV’s are welcome. In almost
every city there are qay/lesbhian bars and
support groups where crossdressers are not
welcome. If Tri—-Ess feels a need to exclude
TS’s and Gays from their membership they have
that righf just as these TS qroups have the
right to exclude TV’s.

It is true that some of us simply have a
problem with exclusion. It would be nice if
everyone could just accepf everyone else. If
that were true we wouldn’t need support
qroups. It would also be nice if we minorities
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who are askinq the world in general to accept
us could set some examples. The fact is that
everyone belongs to some minority and if every
minority set the example then we would all
accept eachother.

In other issues, this is my last month as
President,. Editor, Financial Controller and
"anything else that needs to be done" girl. I
will remain President Emeritus, will continue
tec answer the phone, will write my column(s)
and will attend the BCG/LC meetings. We still
need an alternate for the 6C6/LC position.

Linda will continue to run the meetings
and she, Cathy and Jenifer will edit’ the
newsletter, handle new inquiries and anything
else that needs to be done.

It has been a qood three and a half
years. Hard at times, fun at others but always
rewarding. There is a sayinq that old group
leaders never die they just hang around
causing trouble. Kell we’ll see.

%_z_»cz.]f_jz_L/Z

A NEW VIEW

By Cathy

Look for changes in the InnerView
starting next month. That is when Heather
bows out as editor and Jennifer, Linda and I
step in. Notice that it takes three of wus to
fill her shoes (not that her feet are actually
that big). What this will mean is that the
InnerView will probably be a bit ragqed around
the edges as we settle into our new jobs and
get a feel for working with new software and
each other. He have been experimenting with
some new "desktop publishing" software and
are looking into qetting access to a -laser
printer.

New Ideas: MWe intend to include a new
monthly article reporting Cross— Port’s state
of financial affairs. After all, it is. your
donations and subscriptions that keep vus
going. If you have any ideas on columns or
articles. which will make the InnerView. more
interesting or useful, please let us knpw. If
it’s one thing that we should Know more than
most people, variety is the spice of life. One
thing I haven’t seen in the InnerView which I
have seen in other publications is fiction.
Any budding fiction writers out there?
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Editorial Policy: Heather has tried very
hard to insure that the InnerView is a very
Cross—Port oriented newsletter and that most
of the information and articles included are
from you, our loyal readers. This has also
meant that Heather has also had to write
entire newsletters from cover to cover at
times when submissions for publication were
not forthcoming. Hith more of us to cover the
load> hopefully that won’t happen again. Life
being as it is, you may occasionally see
articles gleaned from other newsletters to
fill in any slack which may occur.

I’ve had one person comment already that
with only TV’s on the editorial staff. it looks
like TS articles will become scarce. Let’s not
let that happen folks. Hhile we can’t urite
from personal experience on that issue, some
of you can. HWe will try to publish anything
submitted with as little alteration (purely for
aesthetic reasons) as possible. Really weird
stuff such as stories about animal qroup sex

with one-leqqed Armenian toothless
proctologists and qerbils may require
exceptional alteration. especially for

aesthetic reasons.

Our production schedule has been set as
follows: All submissions must be sent to the
Crossport mailbox or handed to one of the
editors by the first Friday of each month.
Late submissions will held for subsequent
issues. On the second Thursday of each month
we will gather to collate, stable, fold, stamp,
stuff and address. He are currently trying to
arrange a place to do this which will give
people another chance to gqo out dressed in
addition to the reqular meeting. Hith just
over one hundred newsletters to prepare,
things qo a lot faster with an extra half dozen
or so people. Also. the faster we get the
issue put fo bed. the sooner we can get down
to some serious socializing.

In case you missed it last issue,
Cross—Port’s new mailing address is:
Cross—Paort, P.0. Box 127@1, Cincinnati. Ohios

45212.

Post—Script: Start saving your pennies.
come Januvary the time to renew your
subcriptions to the InnerView will be here
again. Subscriptions are $£18.00 for twelve
issues. Send your check or money order to
the above address.



Feminine Reality
By Arlena Maria Parrish

Reality? HWhat is your feminine reality?
Is it the appearance we present to others
when we are dressed as either female or
male? Is it how we feel about ourselves? Is
it the spirit of the mind or the physical
concreteness of the body?

All of the questions concern each and
every one of us as sisters and members of
the cross—dressing community. JThese
questions can only be answered by each of.us
as they pertain to us on an individval basis.
Each answer is yours and yours alone. - Your
answers should not be applied to another
sister, nor should another sister’s answers
be applied to you. Each of us i1s a totally
unique person with different views about our
cross—dressing and just how reality affects
us.

My own personal reality is derived: from
the label or classification which I use to
describe my cross—dressing views. My reality
is that of being a bigendered transsexual.
This does not in any way state that I am also

bisexual. My ouwn sexval preference is my
business and mine alone. My sexval desires
are both of the feminine and masculine

nature. Until I am able to fully live with and
understand these desires, [ will not say
anything about them. 5

Reality for me is the appearance 1
present to others when | am dressed as my
feminine' personality. My appearance is not
as qood as some of my more fortunate sisters.
Improvement in my personal appearance is
coming along very slowly. Someday I will be
able to present my own personal illusion of
femininity.

Reality for me is being feminine when I am
really masculine. It is also the fact of being
a female trapped inside a male body. Last but

. —»not least, it is knowing that I can never be

truly female. My total transformation +to
female from male will never truly take place.

Reality for me is working and living part
of my life as a male. It is also living mgst of
my free time as a female. 1 become my true
feminine' personality on the weekends and at
least once during the week. when I qo fully
cross— dressed.

Arlena Maria lives for the times she is
happiest as the female she was meant to be,

Al

not as the male Richard is.

Trdnssexudl Issues
Religion

By Heather Peerson

Imagine for a moment that there are tuwo
women who have never heard of or seen
pictures of the ocean. Each one sets out on a
journey to discover the experience of the
ocean. When the first one finally reaches it
she happens vpon an area that is very rough.
The waves are pounding into the rocks. The
water is cold and deep and the wind is very
strong and cold. The second happens upon an
area that is very calm. The waves are mild.
The water is warm and shallow and the wind is
gentle and warm.

Which of these two woman experienced the
ocean? They both did, but their experiences
were very different. If they were to meet and
discuss the subject of, "What is the ocean?”
they would probably end up fighting since each
one would not be able to relate to the others
experiences. Both of them would be right
however, since they are both relating their
own experiences. If on the other hand they
vere to meet to discuss their journeys and
struqqles in reaching the ocean. not only
would each women’s experience remain valid
and unthreatened,. but each could learn to
appreciate the other’s experiences.

I believe that our experience of 6od is
much the same as the two women’s experiences
of the ocean. He each experience BGod in a
different way and at different times. That
doesn’t make our experiences wrong. only
different., I am not writing this to convince
anyone that my experiences are right for
anyone but me. I am writing this to share my
journey, strugqles and thought processes
which have lead me to my experience of God
and transsxeuvalism.

"G6od does not make mistakes, therefore if
God created you as a man then you don’t have
the right to change yourself That was one of
the first statements 1 faced as 1 talked to a
friend about my being a transsexuval. I found I
was caught .up in that statement. 1 too
believed that God does not make mistakes. Yet
how could'l account for the many birth defects
that exist in the world. I know the temptation
is to simply say, that birth defects are part
of life and that 6pd has nothing to do with
them, yet I believe rhaf each of us is created
by God and we each‘have a Godly purpose. Then



it struck me. 1 am what I am becauvse God
wanted me that way. It is not a mistake.

The feeling that arises once that
conclusion is reached is, "Why me? Why did
this have to happen to me?" It is easy to feel
discouraged and down when faced with the
problems of being a transsexval. Yet when I
started to really look at Scripture 1 was
encouraqed. Moses asked, "Hhy me?". Jeremiah
asked, "Why me?". Job asked. "Hhy me?". It was
then.that 1 bvegun to =mee a pa‘H’e_rn faking
place. All of these persons had asked "Hhy
me?" because they could only view the world
from their own point of view. :

There was a man who had to travel over
120 miles to qo to church which he loved to do
however he had to travel 12Q@ miles in the
opposit direction to gqo to the market. Since he
could only do one thing each week he rotated
weeks between church and the market. S0 he
beqan writing to a construction company about
a piece of land across the road from him that
would be a perfect spot for a church. One day
sure enouqh construction began on the sight.
He watched each day as the structure neared
completion. It was a strange looKing church
but he would be happy just to have it close by.
When it was finally completed the man was
shocked to see not a church but a market. He
ran to the man in charqe and screamed, "What
have you done? I asked that you build a church
here not 3 market. I still have to travel over
129 miles to go to church” The man calmly
smiled and said, "l considered your request
and thought about what was best for all. Since
you are the only person in this area who qoes
to church I felt that more people would be
served by building the market however,
because the market is so close, you will now
be able to qo to church every week."

The man was upset because he had only
been able to see things from his own point of
view. Many times 1 forqet that my existence is
not a part of my plan but of Bod’s plan and
that God’s thoughts are far above my thoughts.
Insteadl of asking "Hhy me?" I must learn to
ask, "How is God using me for BGod’s glory”.

. Another part of the siruggle of "Do 1
have the right", comes when I say, 0K if I am a
transsexval because God wants me to: be one
then I can also say that I must keep my male
body becavse that’s what G6God gave wme.
Throughout Scripture there are both masculine
and feminine images of God. In the BooK of
Wisdom, HWisdom is a desirable woman and

3

male lover. The father image we have of God
comes from a time when women were considered
property. It was an attempt by Jesus to make
our relationship with God a personal one. By
the time that the Gospel of John was uwritten
that view of women was already changing or
the story of Jesus and the woman at the well
would not have been written about.

The fact is that God is a- spirit and has
no gender, just as angels have no gender. In
Balations we are told, that in Christ there ias
no male or female. It is also implied in
several places that we too will be only spirits
in the next life. I believe that if gender were
important to GBod spirits would also have
gender. God’s concern is for relationships.
How do we deal with 6od and with eachother. In
Genesis, it is Adam and Eve who determine
that being naked is wrong. They hide from God
because of their quilt. God was not concerned
about their bodies. God was concerned about
the change in the relationship. Hhere they
once walked with 6od, they were now afraid.

Finally. Jesus was a sinner, not in the
eyes of God but in the eyes of many persons
around him. He ate with tax collectors,
touched and healed lepers. and was accused
of blasphemy. When he was admonished for
healing on the sabbath, he made it very clear
that the laws were qiven as an aid to us. They
are to help us in our relationships, yet if
that same law obstructs our relationships
then there are times when the laws need to be
set aside in favor of the relationship. In
Matthew 12:7 Jesus says, "If you understood
the text. It is mercy | desire and not
sacrifice,” you would not have condemned
these' innocent men.' The laws were given to
show us how to be merciful, not as a means of
holding people accountable. Therefore, I can
expect that there will be people who will say
that I don’t have the right to chanqe my body,
for they will be holding me accountable. I
believe ;however, that only when 1 am at peace
with myself can I have meaningtul
relationships with others. That peace can only
come when I am finally the complete person I
feel 1 was meant to be.

The THING Shop -

Newport's Undieworid
811 Monmouth Street
Newport, KY 41071

11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. 11:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Mary Curtis

Store 606/431-4469 |
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REMEMBERING THE
|GOOD OLD DAYS

Perhaps there is no one who .
remembers Cincinnati's first crossdressing
aroup better than | Yes, that's right, .
Crossport is not the first ?‘r‘ou in this
area and probably won't be the last.

For me, my first incounter bJItE S e
crossdressing aroup was in 1372, back in
the old colleas days. | was sitting in the
frat house drinking beer and locking at
dirty magazines. In the corner was a =mall
ad which said, "Do-you-cross dress", stong”
with an address. As soon as | was sure no
one_Was ]Cu:g(lrlgy | ripped out that very
small ad and tucked it away for later.

. HWhen | got home, | just kept looking at
it, over and over Was it possible that
there were others like me out there? Or
perhaps this was some trick to catch sick
people so they could be exposed to the |
wor|d. | was scared, but | had ta find out.
It took me about 2 vears, to get up the
nerve to finally write. What dlé | gt i
Well, it was a brochure on the new TRI-S
group. (They had just changed their name
after FPE meraed with Mamselle)) | couldn't
belisve what | was reading. It was just too
good Lo be true. But | was stil] very :
apprehensive. : =

About 2 years later | finally Joined
TRI-5. After about a year, | got a letter
from a qirl in the Lowsville area that
wanted to start a chapter. | was more
than willing to help out. After much >
cotrreszpondence, we set our first meeting
dayw. Thiz would be the first time | suer
met another crossdresser. and whils
there, | would also get dressed. The date
was Sept_ 19, 1981

At that meeting the Lambda Delta
Chapter of TRI-S was officially born. Our
area was made up of Indianapolis, ;
Lexington, Louisville, Davton, Columbus znd:
any other nearby city. The 4 of us $
decided we would mest every other month .
in a different city. About the Zrd or 4th
meeting i= where | met Usalerie from our
aroup. | also _met Linda Carson from
Uavton, and Tommie from ndians, just to
name a few. In less than a wear, our group
broke up. Evervone lwed too far from one
another, and the driving of long hours
Just to sit in a motel room qot old fast.

After the group died, Valerie and my- .
self use to drive to Indianapolis or Louis—
ville to take in a drag show and do a_little
dancing. This went on for a while until our
friend Tommiz from indiana decided to >
start a group. He worked long and hard,

etting names from wherever, and writing
ons of letters. Scon the first date yas.
set. A we=ek before the mee_t,m%_, | receivad
a letter from his wife stating that he was
badly hurt in an accident at work, and the
meeting would have to be postponed. |
rever heard from Tommie aazin and no one
knows what happened to him. : ;
fbout 3 year later, | heard from Linda ;
Carson from Davton. She said a girl named.
Cathy &ogers was going to start a group-
up in the Dayton area and was
interested. Uf course | was. When we ¢
finally met, | thousht for sure, this time it
waz going ko work. At the firsh mesting we

|

ad a 0-13 pecople yho 3]l Jived near-
Ey? anbc? Lﬁ‘\ely alﬁ seem]ad b"ﬁ: uauﬂ], tg nelp.
He elected officers, collected dues, and
started a neuwsletter. It locked like we
were on our way, but then one daxg it
stopped Jjust as quick as it got started.
A year later, | heard a few of the qirls
were startln% to attend Paradise in
Cleveland, but that was just too far to
g0. | did meet a3 few girls at the meeting,
owever, who would later make up a feu
members of Crossport.
.~ Things were starting to change. Not
Just here in the Cincinnati area, but all
around the coyntry. Groups started
poOPPINQ up in almost ever major city. How
many of the new groups weres for both TU
& TS's. Me started to see crossdressers
on television shows like Phil Donahue. Many
became more public without the fear they
once carrjed. A third sex, the Shemale
was now visible in ook stores anr:L ar film.
Stores were opening up Just for the
crossdresser. Many groups uers getting
so large, they split into other ones.
Crossport was just waitina to happen.

And it did. In June of 1385, | received
a call from Sharon, who told me someones
named Heather was starting up a aroup.
Aoain | was more than ready. This time,

a few of us now knew what would and
wouldn't wark. Those mestings grew from
Jdust a few, to now more than thirty. Many
people now return each month to be with
friends and to enjoy themselves. The
group was no longer Jjust for support.
sut all aroups that survive seem to have
a aood balance of many things.

In the future, Crosspart may change
as new people come and ao, but that's not
necessarily bad or good. | do know
eerscnnaﬂ% speaking, as long as I'm around
Crossport will be to.

| would like to wish all my sisters a
Merry Christmas, and | hope Lo ses you
all at the Chrizrmas party
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The chicken wish by Linda :

Being a TY chicken| Unrealas it may/ &
farmer canget| seem, It
very old. happens. :

¢
Thy

Z-0h,-how | wish
my fairy aod
mother would
app=ar and grant
me my true wish.

RS \\\‘;\‘ N

Wou, 15 she
beautiful

And so it
shall be,

1w uish is that
we could change
places for just
orne day.
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£) Copyright 1988 Cross—port 5/C

InnerView i a monthly publication of Croxss-Port for itx members and friendsx. Subzcription dues are
51B_00 per year payable in January of cach year It is our goal to support the TV, T5 and Gay communities
and in return wWwe need your support.

firticlexs and information contagined in InnerView may be reprynted by other Hon-PFrofit organizations
without odvance permission, provided a copy of the issue containing the reprinted material is sent to
Cross-Port within two monthxs after the material ix published.

The opinions or =tatements contained in InnerView are those of its authors and 0o not necesxzarily
reflect the views of Cross-Port. S

Contributions of articles are Welcomed but may be altered, With the author's intent retained, or may
be: rejected, whether solicited or not. Absolutely no sexually explicit material will be accepted or
printed.

Cross-Port is a not-for-profit support group which meets solely for the support of crossdressers,
transsexyuals and their fomily and friends :



