A BONNY LADY PIRATE

SAILED MAIN AND F 2UGHT
LIKE A TIGRESS.
Bloodthirsty Anne Came
from a Respectabie Famlly, but
Her Youth Ran Away with a Villain-

Daring and
in

ous Sallor,

N the latter part
of that period in
which fleets roamed
about the Carrib-
bean Sea and the
Mexican Gulf fly-
ing the “jolly
roger,” and armies
of buccaneers
stormed and plun-
dered cities of the
Spanish Main, there
appeared a femal pirate from South
Carolina, pretty as a picture and as
bloodthirsty as Captain Kidd, *

Her name was Anne Bonny, and she
could lead a boarding party to take a
galleon of Spain and make the pas-
sengers and crew walk the plank after-
ward with the most dashing buccaneer
that ever sailed under the skull and
crossbones.

Anne was born in Ireland, her pa-
rents immigrating to the Carolinas
when she was a baby. She was a wiid
and headstrong girl as she grew up,
but as her father was a man of prop-
erty it was expected that she would
make a good marriage and settle down.
Several desirable young men were
striving for her hand and fortune, and
but for that opportunity which Satan
always sends to the wickedly ineclined
Anne Bonny's name might now be read
in the pedigree of some old and proud
Southern family. But the opportunity
came in the shape of a wicked sailor,
fresh from the Spanish main, a sailor
strong and lusty of limb, full of strange
oaths and Jamaica rum, and more than
half suspected of being a pirate. And
in sooth he was a pirate, left by some
chance on the American coast, and
waiting for an opportunity to get back
to the West Indies and the life of a
rover again. Anne must have had in
her the same devil which has recently
been shown by the Princess Chimay,
for, turning her back on her well-horn
sweethearts, she eloped with the pirate-

voyage, and many fierce fights with
armed merchant vessels and ships of
the King which tried to take them.
The old chronicles say that in all
those engagement the two women pi-
rates fought like fiends, killing many
with their own hands and encouraging
the men to all sorts of horrible deeds.

At last there came along on2 of the
King’s ships too strong for Captain
Rackham to fight with successfully and
too swift for her to flee from. It was an
English frigate, and she at once gave
battle to the saucy pirate. A slorm
of grape and canister swept the decks
of the pirate ship, and the crew in
terror ran below. Anne Bonny and
Mary Reed, so far from leaving the
deck, waved their cutlasses in the faces
of the enemy and cursed them. Mary
Reed, drawing her pistol, fired into the
men who were huddled below, Kkilling
one and wounding others. The ship of
the wicked Rackham was taken, anli
those left alive on board of her were
tried for piracy. Anne Bonny and
Mary Reed, though they had exposed
themselves so recklessly in the fight,
were taken alive and carried to Ing-
land to be tried. At the trial both were
found guilty and sentenced to be
hanged. Anne, however, was reprieved
from time to time, and finally escaped
execution. What ultimately hecame of
her is uncertain.

ICE MEN.

How the Hardy Explorers Reached This
Land Is a Mystery.

How palaeolithic man got to this
land—for it does not seem likely that
the genus homo was indigenous here
—is a question that has puzzled the
wisest; perhaps by way of Greenland,
over the bridzing ice field which prob-
ably eonnected Europe and America,
say Lippincott’'s. However, we know
that he did get here, and, as the first
wandering bands of these old hunters
came, we know, too, that they found
a land of snow and ice, of great rivers
and many lakes. It seems probable,
from the finding of occasional imple-
ments in the older travels, that the
earliest emigrants arrived while the
glacier was at its maximum. One un-
broken field of ice had spread over
all the north, covering Manhattan is-
land 1,000 feet and reaching to within
fifty miles of Philadelphia. As the
yvears passed, more bands of these

PORTRAIT OF FEMALE PIRATE.

sailor. The pair, somehow, found their
way to the island of Old Providence,
then a great pirate resort.

At Old Providence Anne found a man
who pleased her more than her sailor
in the person of Captain Rackham, a
mighty plunderer of the seas, a storm-
er of cities, a slayer of men and a taker
of gold-laden Spanish galleons. Rack-
ham and Anne were married, and they
put to sea in his ship on a voyage of
blood and plunder. :

There never was a crew in the world
that approved the captain taking his
wife to sea with him. Pirate crews
were no exception. Rackham did not
care to run counter to the wishes of
his gallant crew, for pirates were a
hasty folk, and it was ill arguing with
them. So Anne went on board her hus-
band’s ship disguised as a cabin boy.
On board the ship she found a woman
named Mary Reed, who was disguised

as a sailor. The ship had an eventful

hardy explorers reached this land, and
as the second and later recessions. of
the ice occurred, with accompanying
flooded rivers, it is likely that a fairly
dense palaeothithie population peopled
our river valleys. It was a long time
since the first of their race came over
the ice; a far distant past it must have
seemed—as it truly was to these later-
day men. To us the founding of Egypt
is so far away that it seems almost
wholly mythical; but the time which
elapsed betwea2n the period of maxi-
mum glaciation and the later days of
the epoch was possibly five times long-
er. Yet this is one of the short
period’s in the life history of the in-
fant race. Such was time in the be-
ginning.

Walnuts and butternuts are being
successfully cultivated in Whatcom
county, Washington. They are not na-

tive to the region.




