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T'.ESPONSE FROH THE RLD :r:-iIZE T:IE:\.T::0:(, 

t~s the co- ordinator of the Gk~at Joutl1 East Lcsbia11 Confcrc11(!e n11cl a neml>er of 
t i.1e Re<l Dyke Theatr:-a I feel it is r1eccssary to 1~r.ite this renponse to your report on 

the T'..DT performance. 
I think it is import.int tirnt you 2:nm-; some of the facts abouc the siti.;ation 

here in !:..tlo::. ta before I go en i.:o r<c.Spond to tiic article I h~;ve before ne. Until 

very recently, tl1e o;.-,ly bar s 112?:c ~;,ere men I s ".Jars that pro~ucc drag shows. I don't 

knou if you hnve ever S'..:!en a r 1Ja1 rira~ s ,ioi-, before but I can assure you that they 

are per·iw.ps the ;nost .:;exi :~ ,; ,m11 r nress .ivc form nf entertainment that exists today. 

f...lthoui;h it i s h ard for many to acc!::pt, ·i.J a.rs ar12 ,·1here the w'1jori.~y of lesb:i.ans mal:e 

their contact::; uith otI:er lcsb:Urn.s , !!any, nany leshians o.re :i.ntimidatixl by political 

organizat:.:.ons sue 1 as ALFA o;: your ow;1. It i r~ t!a.Jy to forget that all lesbians are 

not 1=1esbian femini s ts 11 or even ·· 'fer.1inists 11 r or that matter. '.i:he drag show is almost 

a ,;ray of life. for a lot of uor~a tLat "lesbi.:1n f : ninists " <lon' t h .ivc an m·,ful lot of 

contact with in t!1cir ::w c ry .Jay } . .i.v .. ~c . Our H~vc rsc dra2 act s hove begun to show 

them the oppression and sr::xisr:t t hat r,xists ir,. r P-al drag shoHs. Dra0 ic an important 

part of uhat He arc:!, I !lope yo u c a n urnfo r ::: tand uhat is nean t by this. 

1faen r1cn do Fomcn' s cirag t b !y <lrc mal:inc c. jo'.:c out of t n :.'! role::. uorien hav-z 

been forced into. ~-;h e n He do it, it ir; ::i r~cor,nition of m~x roles. It is usually 

left up to the aucienr:c to take nhat ever t hey uant from it: (1) they can sec us 

as beir:g a lot easier. to t ak.~ tlian s e oin;; 3:iy n en doine it; {2) they can id~ntify 

u ith the roles ano :,·armc risms t hat tl icy see; (3) they can feel eood .:ibout Homen, 

Lesbians, inpersonntii.13 some of t~1.eir favorite musicians ; (l'i ) they can t'!'.'ash the 

uhole t~inr; ,md Hrit~ an .:.>rtic.le about it. 
The tippine tiwt goe s on in our pe.:-fornanccs is firs t o f c1ll ocyond our control; 

a.ud cc1condly it is ~: ou .:::i, ing th.:::.t i s done by our friends becausE: · 
they want to shmr us they apnreciate us and give us support . Altl10ur,h it is 

assu1,1ed t li.at money .i.s alu ays the content of the tip, it i s an incorrect assumption. 

Tips often cons:lst of notes that say t h inrs like, 11You 're Le~utiful. 11 , ::r::eep· up the 

gooci uork. 11 or even, "Zi·) up your drec;3. · To you it nay :::: c.2m m.~ thouci: it is a 

sex ist act, but om: fri_ends tippinr, us is often a ,:,;ay of reactinp, to t !1E; tipping 

that goeo on in n •al drar. sham; . l!any times in the real drar, shoTrn I have seen my 

Lesbian ·s::.sters tip .:md give ucxual cone ens to a man , ,ho is ,lortraying uornen in a 

degrading way. 
As for your article, I fe:el that you 1inve rea lly misin t:2r'?r.et~d vhat you sac,, . 

and more importantly Hhat FD.S said to you by mm.1bers of ~<::!d Dyke Theatre when they 

took the time to t a lk to you ors :1onday r.1orning . His-interpretation is a favorite 

ploy of the straiGh t !:!ale pres s .:mc'J it ic h::rrdly something that I uould expect of 

my Lesbian Sisters. 
•:1.Jet1 Sappl10 's Honan to For:, ;;m '· uas not necessarily arr ad for Lesbian Love. I 

believe that the intent of th2.t sl~:i.t TTUS to spoof the heterosex:!..st commercials that 

we .:ire confronted ~dth an<l to e:q_J r cs s the ra~e ~.-e feel because it is so difficult to 

pre"'cnt LesiJiani!;m as 2 va.lid alte rnative to 11e terosexuality. 
The 1'::oming Out" s!~it, nlt;10ush :i.t is not a pos itive piece of actinn, is a true 

t o life rcinactme;i.t of smaeth:i.n[. th.:it happ(!ned to a real live lesbian. Even though 

wany Lesbians GCt positive reactions from t h eir parents, sane do not, and some 

refrain from c.01,1in,'." out to their rarents be cause they sense uha t ,-~ill :1appen. Coming 

out to your paren ts is not an easy t h ing to do. I don't feel that a Honan who 

docsn'c come out to h e r parcntG is l e ss of a lesbian becai;se of it. 

~he. role playing t hat i s done :I n ou~ !)Crforr:1ances is soncthing that is done 

because we see it a s a r.c c'..lity in ,zver:rbody 's life. I don't deny that role playing 

has existed j_7 e1c r e lat i onsh ips t :· :~:: I h;:,ve had. It uas a hard thin~ for nc to 

accept but it aoe s c~ist to one e x t ent or anothe r. 
Red DyLe '.L1catrc' s p r iorities are: (1) LES BL'\.i!S •.•• .J.11 lesbio.ns, be t hey bar 

women, feministc, profession.al ~·omen ~ cloGet cases, separatists, etc. (2) Women •• ,. 

all \7omen, be the1 heterosexucl, 1..-, =:; !.dan, cont ented houseuivcs > ferainists, working 

uomcn, etc •. (3) GAY r:WPLE • • • even !jay men. (4) Stra;i.ght men . In ti10se priorities 
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