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By MARTYN SHARP-E 

TRAIN driver Eric Newton . 
got the green Jig~t yester­
day to go to work dressed 
as a woman . . . 

1 A n d . B ~ i tis J:i Rail have 
·granted his -" request to be 

' known in· future as Ms Shirley.. ,, 
Sinclair. 

His wages are being paid In 
that name and · his clocking-on 
card has been adjusted. 

·., Shirley made -the change 
·from · beini;: Mr Newton by 

_ turning up for work at Rother­
ham, · Yorks. in·· ·head-
scarf and· make-up. 

_.r And yesterday a British .. 
· !'tail spokesman said: "He 
now worl<~ a~ S hirle v 
Sinclair and is Paid as 
such . 

.. .'\s long as he carries 
.. out his duties and wears 
all or part of his uniform 
we have no objection. 

"There is no sex dis ­
'crimination · on Brit ish 
Rail. We have a number 
·or : women train drivers." 
· At fi rst, British Rail 

officia l s at divisional 
heado uarters in York 
believed Shirley h ad 
undergone a sex change 

_operation. 

Shocked 
~.~ But the'.,,. :ipokesman 
.:_added:· "That information 

proved to be inaccurate.'' ' 
.:,, At his home in Shef-
~. fte_ld ,, yest e rday, Shirley 

refused to com.meat. 
~ · One- of . his workmates 
: said: . " It . was a surprise 
tn ·us at first. WP used to 
call him Cloggie Newton 
because he. came to work 

~ iii .::cJo!!s.~ - -··_ ~,,. ... 
-..· .. But.· 'we-·-- bill .. him­

Shirle.Y now'. What . he 
'.does i3 hi3 own affai r. " 

•.:_, Neighbour· Mrs E!.iza­
:·beth Boulding. aged 66. 
·7.said; ''He· has told. us that 
he bas changed his name 
Ieaallv a;nd we have been 

: aske<f to call him Shirley 
- in . future.'' . 

"- " I wa;; shocked \\<hen I 
:.:. sa\v . h~n-\. go.-ir:~ Ot1t ~ i.~ \ 

women ~ dothrn;!. Ol'- I- -~ 
· doesn' t bother m-e - w<! 1 

: . :;.et on ': e ry \.ve1l." j 
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