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TRANSGENDERED LAW STUDENT

FRIDAY LUNCHEON
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A5 yesterday, I want to again welcome
vou to the first ever conference in the area of
Transgender Law and Employvment Folicv., and as
we have said several times during our commitites
mEetings, the reason why we have chosen the
titie'law and Emplovment Frlicv® 1s bhecause
employvment is one of the biggest problems that
ocuy community, the transgender community, does
have.

ot pose

I we can get jobs. or keep our jobs.,
v we can somehow surpass and take care of

usuall

the other problems, so we wanited to emphasize
thiz law conferemnce on Law and on Empliovment
Folicy. & lot of what vou hear right now, I1'11
be saving for the benefit of the pecople
listening on the audic tapes and in the written
transcripts, so iT I'm vredundant, or state th
obvicus, vou hear at lonch, just bear with me.

Az we sat here at lunch, people were
asking me., “What de I take oub of this law
conference?’ Well, there’s two things that
vou'lre going to take cut of this law
conference: UOns is the fact this law
confersnce was a success because 1t happened.
Anotiher thing is that the date has airesdy been
selecied and youw'll here about 1t at ancther
one of ocur mealis, and the location has aslready
been selected Tor the secong confersnce. We
are going to have the second conference, so as
vou go out I owant vou to tell evervbeody in our
commurtity about the second conference, and I

-

want vou to tell them about cur proceedings.

ivert here as on
vy are skipped.:;

The same introductions weres
hursday lunch, therefore, th

Mo

-

ce met me while I was =
and I'm going to let her
f that I want vou o

I'm going to introduce Alice In Just a
i
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tell vou oa little bit about my Law

I am a8 licensesd sngineer, and bsck in
tne'70s before I applisd for Law School, I was
iicensed 1n three states. I hold two
engingering degrees Trom Tex A& M

(=3 very last

=3
University. In 19746, onse o h
s going to Law
&
o

2K

t
things that was on my mind wa

came out 1in

CoOmMPUNItY Was very,

en movre homophobic
. My ftransition was
Bit, and I was

Schoeol. But in 1976 when I
transiticon, the engineering
very much more cleosed and ev
than it is today. Therefor
=

not toler 2 everr & l1itthil
i

o. s+
B

Job search, and I decided to
rarn's Bill —— the &. I. EBili
ilege and get a
deciﬁea orn business
on because I figured that going to

tti

-

i
-
-

H
oA

-

ing the G. 1. RBill would
cme, and 1t would give me
ful *to do. Az we know, those
= rom o unemzicvment. as we
z ition, one Gf the diseases of unemplovment
is loss of self-e stne. hercause we're not
I = talents and ocur

Q,..:

Also, 1 *1g4red an MEBA would make me
more wvaluable as a jcbh candidate. Tt would buy
me ancther yvear while pecple got used to who 1
was, and it weould give more people the
cpportunity to meset me and interface with me in
the classroom, and who knows, they might hire
me .

b4

I investigated lccal colleges and
came uoor the fact that the University of
Houston offered & joint degres, an MBA and a
Ol

law degree. Anc that, my friends, is how

o
=
1]

4
hecame a lawver. And that's only reas
became a lawver. BRBecause the Universlty o
Houston had a Joint degree and the G. I. Bi
wonld pay for it.

- -{1 n
=

My Firet vear in business colisge was
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areat. EVETrvone wWas very nice and very
supportive. My first vear in Law SBchocl, and my
sscond ya2ar in Law School. my Tthird vear in Law
Schocl were hell. It was really & bad
situation. Each March or April the pressure
was so intense that I would go intoc a crving

and a it of depressicon where I didrn't oo
chool for a whole weelk and I'd cry all dav.

fu
ftn}
1,

o s
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T

I found out later when I applied for
the school that was a big faculty meeting and
evervbody was worried aboutithe issueY that
everybody worries about. the restrooms. We ail
know that. Guite a few preoefessors got very
indigrant, net against me, but about the
professors that were worried about what
pathroom I wes geoeling toe use. Thev said, "I'1l
vallk her fto the bathrooem 17 it kesps vou happy.
and if it gets her intc Law Scheooil, I'1i1 let
ey use my bathroom.'’

During my interview at Law School, I
was told about changess in that 1t used to be a
men's Law School. Then they started letting in
women so, they added and they made some
crne—holers. Then they sxid."Well, we got
Fhivilis, so we're going to make those just
restrooms, and anvybody can use them.” They fold
me that if I would use those and I weould lock
the dooy that everything would be fine. Aand 1t
went pretty cod. The problem was is that they
didn't have the foresight to put my classroom,
cr my study carvrel. or the Law Library anywhere
near the one-holevrs that were simply labied

"restroom.”  Whenever I had to go to the

bathroom, it would be just 1ike with vou now.
You're vight in the middie of something. and
vou have the urge. You just don't go to the
restroeom. You've get to go down three flighis
cf stairs, a long hallway to the other end of
the building. After a couple of weeks of that

1 n

i said, "That was sillv.

- 13

Ii'm getting along pretty well, so I
juet decided to use the ones that were close
by I got caelled in about that, and they said,

"Didn't we make a dealt’ I said, "Well,
veah." Then I suplained To them what I just

TarMMyY ADAMS - SHIRLEY BAKER CAREER INSTITUTE
11500 NORTHWEST FREEWAY, SUITE 200
HOUSTON, TEXAS 7708 {(713) &B0-2700 PAGE 29
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a2id ko vou. I said, "How many pecple
cmplained?™” And they saild, "Feour."” I said,
””1t of this entire Law Bchoel only four
pecple are complaining®™ I said. "I1'11 tell vou
what, I'11 make vou a deal. I'11 tell yvou which
thres restrooms I use —— I don't use the others
because I dorn't need them —— and you can tell
these fouwr pecple that they can take the long
walks.” That's what hapoevned.

Law Scihiool ie & very lonely, lonely
situation. The firsi =iz monthe, I guess, there
were less than ten students who actually talked
o me. I adopted several strategies. Une of
the strategies I1'11 talk about in just a few
minutes, is how I metr &lice. One of the
strategies was that I would go and I‘d
introduce myselfd to each professor in their
office. I would borvrow their seating charts
wowld study the people’s names. Bo during
clase when I should of been listening to torts
or contracts or property. I was looking at
seating chavrts and putiing student's faces to
names. When we walked in the hall, I weould
call them by their name. Most people—- most
people are nice, and whern you speak to them by
name they kind of open up. That was one of the
strategies,.

-

Agncther thing that happensd was that
the Chiristian Legal Scciesty put a notice in my
study carrel. They were littering il the
gther study carrels. about coming to their
meetings. I'm & Born-again Christian, and 1
thought, “0h, wow, this wowld be a great
opportunity for me to meet some people and
finally break this deadlock.”

I went to their first meeting. We
alked. The second meseting,., I was dencunced.
was told to leave, or I'd be shurned. During
the next 30 months they held secret meetings,
so they wouldn’t have to pray with me. They
laved hands on me at my invitation once. Then
they complained after twe hours of laying hands
ain me that I didn't change. They gave me &
bunch of shit. "SBhits" the right word —— and
vou can put shit in the tramscript —-— about

(SN
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loving the sirnmer, bt hating the sin, for
s anrd monfﬁs.

During my last semester of Law School,
rote a real long list of evervyithing that ha
e=r dore to me during those 30 months —— most
Df it in the hands of the sc—called Christi

Le t
t

rgz

gal Eccisty. I gave it to the Dean of
uwdenrnts.

m

Let me digress. I just remembered
something. When they were doing all of this i
the sarly stages, abocut five menths after they
started shurning me and helding mestings
elsewhere, they did ancther invitational flier
at the beginning of the next cemester. I took
a flier and I Xerowed it onte & page, and I
wrrate beneath i1t. N they don't allow me
to come their mestin cut them into little

c =)
W

strips about two In . and I started
stapling them around Scheool.

I want vou to know they went crazv.
‘ve used the word "cockroach®” several times in
he committes meetings. Bigots. fTor the most
art, are cockroachess they hate the light.
t's a good thing I made a loct of those copies
grause everyvday I put them on four bulletin
boards., angd three times a day—— 1 even carriesd
a stapler in my purse—— I'd go by those four
bulletin boards, and I'd have to restaple
them'cause they were just going nuts. They
were ripping those things off.

op

YR

OMmyway., the result of mv complaint was
that the Taculty had a mesting. The sponsor o
the CLS was wverbslly cut to ribbons by his
peers. An investigation was held and they were
given a one vear, University wide, probation
for discrimination.

Alsc, during the second yvear I formad
aw student group. We called it, The
Friends, with an asterisk, of Lesbians and
Savs." The asterisk inferred inclusivity.
There were two other gay students, and thsre
were abont four non-gay students who were
civil-libertarian tvpe peoplis.
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We wmnt o the University Bsnate on
for funding for our
Everv other group on campus got

S0 or $40 mut of the student fund,., s they
could do the1r thing. The Youwng Americans fTor
Freedom on campus went crazv. Thevy flew in two
lawyers from Sustin to appear at the Student
Senate Meeseting so that they would argue against

campus b
o*qaﬁ-~at1

~
[

..n g
J m

cur $250G. We get it. But that evening before
I came home the Young Americans for Freedom
went to my home. They vellied and screamed

cutside of cur home, and thevy banged aon the
windows and vellied cbscenities, and scared
Trish, my spcuse, compietely cui of her mind.

One of their cother tactics was they
injected gius irnte the door lock of cur
office. One of the idictes started wearing &
Scettish kilt to schoaol in order to mock me.

Ancther tactic that I used was the
fact that they were having job interviews for
summer internships. I said, “There is no way.
in hell, I'm going to get hired, but these big
lawm firms need to know that people like us
exist.” So, I started interviswing., and I met
Alice Oliver-Farrett. We've known sach other
since 1980, I've taken a iot of my pecple
threugh her Court when she was a Trial Judge,
and I wvaliue our friendship.

I could go on and on. All I want tco
say is Law School was interesting. I survived
it. I also took that letter that I gave the
Dean of Students and made several copies and
circulated it to some of my friends at Law
School. That thinc spread like wildfire.
Everybody knew that I had been taking a lot of
junk, but nobody knew just how much.

The last three weeks of Law Bchool
were really & lot of fun. Peocple that had never
spoken to me, and I doen’t mean maliciously,
thev just never spocke to me, called me by first
name. khen I crossed the stzge to get my law
decree, there wasn't a single hiss. There
wasn't a single beoo. I went to my ten-vesr
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reunicn of my Law Scheool, and I was invited o
sit righnt emack-dab in the middle of the firet
row of the class picture. The Dean invited m
whenever I go to Law School &lumnmil things to be
sure and call him by first name. And of course
we endowed a writing competition.

m

So. I guess my story is, 1f I can
survive that. vou can survive, and those of vou
listening to the tapes or reading the
transcripts can survive going threough Law
School.

Now, Alice Oliver—Farrott. Alice is
the Chief Justice of the ist Court of Appeals
in Texas. She has been & trial attornev.

She's beern a trial judge. 8he's been elected
many times with very much rescunding
majorities. She net only is well liked, she's
& damn geood judge. Evervbody in Harvis County
knows that. I den't want to jinx her, but I'm
going to be interssted to see what future bench
she gets. It might have lifelong tenure if
Bill Clinton's elected Fresident. But, I'm not
agoivg toe jinx her. I'd love to see vou there.
Y all, welcome Alice Oliver—-Farrott.
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