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MASQUERADED AS YOUTH
AND WORKED AS BELLROY.

S
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Babel Edison Arrested in San Francisco After Wearing Male Attire
for Three Monthis—How She Came to Change Her Garb
—8ays She Always Wanted to Be a Boy.

L - o JAN,
Who muasqueiadod in boy's clothes,

REPUBLIC SPECIAL
San Francisco, Nov. 1.—Muabel Edlson hus
been detalned by the Snan Francisco pollce

for musquerading In male atilre.

She 18 only 22 yeare of age and her face Ia
not unattractive, splondid brown cyves, well
#et and of the liquid type, relleving tha
Plainness of whit would ctherwise be very
ordinary features. The chief resson she
Eives for abanduning the apparel of ber sex
ie that the ex
some dai_de_nu le her to wrlte a book,

Mins ison has been cailed Theodors
Hoffman for the last two mouths and a half
in hotels of this city and Los Angeles,
Where she has been working as a bell boy.

She wore a blue wrapper when she re-
celved newspaper men and curlous policemen

the malron's quarters in the city prison.

Her brown haur, which Is very fins in
texture and cut in regulation Johnny «iyle;
Was plastered flat on the gides fiom o mill-
‘8‘? crease through the center.

It v

Was not haurd to believe that she had
able to succesafully conceal her sex in
'l';l;ltl‘-uh and the other nrilcles of o man's

dlcuss herself, and only ne
:I!lt;n now and then to keep

“What In the world ever put It Into your
hoad to wear & maw’'s clothes?"

The wolee that answered thia questlon
had a decldau'? masculine tone.

. WANTED TO BE A BOT,

I always wanted to be a boy: I always
wanted o do thnﬁu like one,

‘My mother dl when 1 was 10 years
©old, and, my father being dead. I was left
elote just when 1 most nesded some one
to look after me."

‘Was your volce as deep and masculine
before abandoned skirts ae it is now, or
aid that come with aseoclation with a man's
atlire™

“No: I have trained it that way. Before
}.X‘tlt on boy's clothes it was much sharper.

T was saying, 1 always wanted to be a
boy, because they seem to be so much freer
car go where they please and do what

“Gold Bench, Ore., s my birthplace.
“Besides an aunt and a,nhlcr.P whom I
have not seen In a long time, 1 have no

Other, relatives.
‘Ban has besn my home for the

ars.
have been through the mmar grades
[llyglurtrtn!uym in a high school.
own resources have kepl me going,
 xcept for a little help in the way of money
I
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time to i ot at
as elephone apera

and just mlnu:d
any clothes—
n—and h

whon
it made the exist-

at
month,
I couldn’t
of the
to

it wan o

Taised
canter.

Tience she would gain wouid
1

dress clung to her siight figure, ana |

She seemed to be plensed at a request to |

| looked

Miss EDISON
As Theodore Hoffman,

phons company, and the little I
manuged to sorupe Logether by economy
and foom what my aunt sent me went for
doctors” Lille,

“Twao monthe and a half ago T just felt
I couldn't stand the straln any lo , and
decided to enrry out the plan that often had
Bugzeated Itsell of wearing hoy's clothes,

“I silected Los Angelss and worked there
at the Nadeau Hotel and the les."

“Why did you plek out the work of & bell
bn)“.;. Didn't you want to be something

else '

“It was the only lhlns that I could think
af. 1 hal been around hotels and knew
Just about whut the wark of bell hops was.

“A barbfr cut my halr 88 you see it how,
and then 1 bought an eutfit’of secondhand
clothes,

“There wns no difficulty in getting a job;
and as wpon as I got the money together I
had a sult made to order.™

“Did no one suspect that you were &
woman, not even the tallor when he meas-

ured you for the clathes?’

“1 watched his faoe while he was measur-
ing ine to see if 1t changed In expression—
1 thought that he might sospect—but If ths

llioui"ht entered his ml that T was not a
boy he didn't Indicate
“The season was bad in Los Angoeles—

It's a cheap tewn anyway—and one night I
hitd n fight with one of other boys and
decided to ecome north 10 S8an Francisco,

“1 had no more diffioulty in getting a job
here than I had in _the south,
“The California Hotel .gave me a -
tion to mnswer beils, and so far as I
5o ever thought that I
wis anythl I t

“How conld you mingle wilth the other
boys as you must hnve.had to ¢

kerp your secret so_we
Ip really don't know. It didn't seem
difficult, I drank with and smoxed
glxaretm. t:‘: ll.l:.-y all use tobacco in one
orm or anather. ¥
She didn't bluxh as she made this ad-
misslon, as she might bave been expected
to do, but dropped her &yes and when she
up again It was with a shamed face.
“I had to do those things or 1 couldn’t
have gotten on at all

*"They didn't hort me.

““The ave amount - by o bell boy
in this town {: $47 u month, but some mak®
& great deal more, and like
nires’ sone”

REHEARSING FOR THE BENEFIT.

Hot Time Minstrels Promise to
Eclipse All Previous Records.
Better and brighter than ever the Hot

Time Minstrels' performance will be this

year, according to the Youmg members of
gtn fashionable nnd Successful amateur
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