
AN EXTRAORDINARY CASE OF BIG- I 
AMY. 

An English paper contains an �ccount of a 
1 remarkable .case o( bigamy, which recently 

came before the petty sessions of Upton-on-
Severn. The account is as follows: 

"The accused bigamist is 011e John Curtis, 
- a laborer, of the village of Strensham, (the re-
1 treat of the poet Butler,) and he st�nds ch_ar­
s ged with having married a second w!fe durrng 
• the existence of the first, whose maiden name 
d was Anna Maria Wilkins, and whom he_ m�r­
: ried at Trensham in 1835. Curtis and his wife 
_ lived together until the year 1840, when they 
d came to a mutual agreement to sep�rate. Upon 

e this separation taking place, the wife who was 
- a masculine character, determined to "change 
)f her condition" otherwise, and forthwith she as-
6 surned the male attire, and proceeded immedi-

ately into an adjoining county, (Staffordshire,) 
where she engaged with a farmer, as a day la­

? borer, and actually worked in the fields, and 
ts oc,:asionally guided the plow-share. She then 
g became the "man-servant" of a gentleman, 

and, having the appearance of a "brisk young 
man," she attracted the attention cf her mas­
ter's housemaid, and they two appeared to be on 
terms likely to lead to commutation in marriage. 
It was supposed by some parties that these two 

f- fellow servants were more intimate than virtu­
st ous, and the housemaid was severely taken to 
3,s task by her relatives upon that subject, and 
id some abuse fell to the share of the seeming 

man. 

"Th� two were much annoyed by the scan­
dal, and at length the bans were put up, and 

of they were actually married, and Ii ved together 
as man and wife, as every body thought, for 
some years, the secret of the supposed hus­
band's sex being undivulged. At length. how­
ever, the housemaid, tired of her female hus­
band, married a real man, and removed to a dis-

,_ 'tant part of the country, while the heroine of 
our history remained in Staffordshire. In the 

s mean time her real husbaud, Curtis, tired of 
8 single life, reoolved tu marry again, and, having 
n paid his addresses to a woman in his parish, 

the clergy man, the Rev. Dr. Grove:;, incum­
bent of Strensham, was applied to, but very properly refused to marry the couple until he had some proof of the death of Curtis's first wife. Curtis made another application for the fulfillment of_a custom peculiar to the parish of Strensham, viz: to have the church bell tolled as for the death of the missing wife. This, howe�er, :"as also refused; upon which Curtis and bis bnde-expectant repaired to \Vorcester where they were married. The fact was ver; shortly afterwards conveyed to the e�rs of h(s real wife in Staffordshire, upon which she as- ' sumed her female attire, had Curtis taken into custody , and app_eared to prosecute him for big­amy . . The ma&"1strates, having heard the case committed Curtis for trial." ' 
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