
R.t Baptists Greet 20th Century· 
PROVID ENCE - Nine persons 

'> upporti ng th e po '>itio n tha t a hom o
'>C.xua l can be a valid C hri sti a n, 
picketed the American Bapti st Conven
tio n a t the Centra l Baptist Church on 
Saturday, April 12. The picketers 
pa'>sed o ut " An Open Lelter to a 
Rh ode Island Baptist " leaflet in sup
port of their stand. 

Stating that there is a " Conspiracy 
o f Silence" in the Church, a conspiracy 
having to do with the attitudes about 
Gay people in the Church itself, they 
charged that the "Conspiracy creates 
fear, terror , violence and dread for 
Gay people and for many non-Gays." 
They defined the "Conspiracy" fur
ther by stating that the "Conspiracy of 
Silence lays all the burden of dealing 
with homosexual feelings and feelings 
about homosexuals on Gay people." 

The "informational picket" came 
about as a result of the creation of a 
task force to study homosexuality. 

Sen. Allan R. McKinnon (D-Wey
mouth), head of the Joint Legislative 
Committee on Commerce and Labor, 
and a sponsor of this year's gay rights 
legislation. 

Bills Get Report 
BOSTON - House bill 2848 (S.272) 

was given a unanimously favorable 
report from the Legislature's Commit
tee on Commerce and Labor last week, 
and was sent to the House Clerk for 
placement on the House calendar. The 
bill had originally been expected to 
receive an 18-4 favorable report, with 
four members dissenting, but commit
tee staff director Robert Barry told 
GCN that it was decided that the com
mittee's report should be unanimous 
since the two chairmen, Rep. Richard 
H. Demers (D-Chicopee) and Sen. 
Allan R. McKinnon (D-Weymouth), 
will be carrying the bill on the floor of 
their respective branches. 

H.2849, a more limited bill banning 
discrimination against gays in state 
civil service positions, also received, as 
expected, a unanimously favorable . 
report from the Joint Public Service 
Committee, and will be carried on the 
floor of the House by Rep. Richard E. 
Landry (D-Waltham), who chairs the 
House Public Service Committee. 

H.2944, a measu re repealing the 
centuries-old Massachusetts "sodomy 
laws," was " commi tted for further 
study" by the Jud iciary Committee. 
The committee sta ff, however, said 
that this was not an a ttempt to bury the 
bill. GCN learned tha t the two heads of 
the committee, Rep. Michael F. Fla
herty (D-South Boston) and Sen. John 
J. Conte (D-Worcester) were reluctant 
to give the bill a favorable report, but 
were even more reluctant to o ffend two 
supporters of the bills, Atty. Gen. 
Francis X. Bellotti and the Massachu
setts Bar Association. 

When the Rh ode Island Council of 
Chu rche'> granted a ffilia te '> ta tus to th e 
Metro polit a n Communit y C hurch in 
Providence, the Am eri ca n Baptist 
Churches o f Rhode Island fo rmed the 
tas k fo rce to study homosex ua lity and 
it '> rel a ti o nship to the church . The task 
force submitt ed their repo rt to th e 
Con vention on April 12. 

The open lett er lea fl et was not a con
dem nat ,o n of the American Baptist 
Church. It stated, " As a Rhod e Island 
Gay Christian I find some sense of 
pride in the fact that Bapti sts in thi s 
state have had the courage to brea k the 
Conspiracy ." The focus of the small 
demon stration was to in form the 
members of the convention of the 
sta nd by some of the gay Chri stians in 
the Church . 

The report of the task forc e released 
at the convention stated that some 
members of the six-person task force 
" view homosexualit y as a valid and 

acce i,ta bl e li fes tyle fo r th ose wh o are 
true homo'>ex ua lc,." The report further 
c, tatc<, th a t, " These o f o ur number feel 
th at while ce rtain tex ts in th e Bible 
<, pea k agai n'>l homosex ual acts, the 
Bible did no t kn ow homosex uality in 
term '> of th e modern pc,ycho logical 
und erc, ta ndin g o f th a t word and th ere
fo re co uld not have addressed th e 
<, ubj ec t. " 
" Th e<,e members o f the task fo rce feel 
tha t recogniti o n o f a ho mosex ual 
fell o wshii, as a va lid C hri sti a n church 
will , in the eyes of man y, inevitabl y 
eleva te ho mosexualit y to the level p f 
acce i,table C hri sti a n behavior, and will 
tend to enco urage ex perim enta tion in 
thi s direction, es i,ec ia ll y among yo ung 
peoi,l e who'>e sex ua l attitudes are still 
in th e i,rocess o f bein g form ed ." 

The task force did agree o n some 
i,oints. " Homosex ual s a re persons fo r 
whom Chri st di ed , a nd therefore a re 

like a ll of us, the objects of His love 
and have acce<,<, to Hi'> grace." 

"Homo<,exual'> have often been mi'>
treated, denied equal i,rotection and 
due i,roce<,<, under the law and we 
dei,lo re and condemn both the '>lruc
turc<, and attitudes which tend thu<, 
toward their cruel and even brutal 
treatment." 

In conclusion, the task force <,lated 
that "-,uch a fe ll ow<,hip wou ld radical ly 
offend the belief<, of a vast majority of 
o ur Rh ode !<, land Baptim and wou ld 
<,erve <,erious ly to divide and weaken 
our conven tio n." T hey further stated 
that they could not recommend to the 
co nventi on a i,osition on homo<,exual
it y a t th e i,rec,ent time, b ut wo uld 
conti nue to func tio n until the next 
co nve ntio n. They sugge<,ted that each 
chu rch '>ho ul d study the issue a nd 
'>Ubmit its co nclusio ns to the task fo rce 
for the 1976 convent ion. 

Sexual Minorities Conference 
BOSTON - Some 80 persons 

attended the first Boston Con Ference 
on Alternate Sex and Gender Lifestyles 
on April l 9 at Emerson College. The 
all -day conference, sponsored by th e 
hotline Community Sex Informat io n in 
cooperatio n with Ariadne Ka ne, dealt 
with t ransvestism, " transgenderi sm," 
and to a lesser extent, transsexuality, 
and drew professional and volunteer 
counsellors and interested indi viduals 
(including about 15 TVs, TGs and TSs 
and a number of gay people) . All the 
di scussion dealt with biological males , 
since female TVs, TGs, etc., are more 
rarely known. 

Several points emerged from the 
conference. One was the difficulty of 
fitting a particular person into a 
particular category, due to a mixture of 
"fetishist" and "gender identity
derived" feelings leading to cross
dressing. 

Another point was the severe stresses 
and isolation experienced by many in 
these !if estyles, leading to as yet little 
"fetishes-are-far-out" or Transvestite 
Liberation positivism. For example, 
the transvestite speaker, Betsy, said 
that '' At the pseudotransvestite stage, 
where a person shows interest by 
reading the TV literature but doesn't 
dress, it might be manageable or 
curable." She felt that the fetishist, 
who wore only a single item or two of 
the opposite sex, could also be curable, 
while the TV who dressed more fully 
might not be. "There," she noted, "it 
is a problem of management, like arth-

ritis." When someon e fro m the gay 
communit y questioned this, she res
ci nded the word "cure": " no t cure, 
but riddance, if you wil l. " · 

The next speaker , Paula, a trans
genderist from Washingto n, D.C., 
took a less severe approach, but it was 
still a ques tio n. " Do we.- -have to be 
cured?" she as ked, " or is it a matter o f 
education of th e public?" On the other 
hand , Ariadne Kane pointed out that 
" the very fact that they appear and 
speak here is a positi ve statement. " 

Renee, a drag queen from Boston 
who replaced a speaker on transsexual
ity who could not attend because of 
illness, went through a period of 
believing herself as a male,a gay male, 
and says, ' There is only one Renee 24 
hours a day ' . I hit this point along the 
scale (from masculinity to femininity) 
and I'm happy here." 

Attorney Richard Rubino, of Rook, 
Roth and Rubino in Boston, spoke 
about the laws relating to cross-dress
ing and change of gender identity. 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire and 
Vermont have laws prohibiting the use 
of disguise to perpetrate a fraud, and 
various cities may have their own 
ordinances about cross-dressing per se 
(Boston does not). A -city's law 
department should be asked through 
an attorney about such laws. As to 
change of identity, under common law 
you change your legal name easily, but 
a change of sex designation, of 
importance to transsexuals, is another 
problem. The Massachusetts Bureau of 

Ariadne Kane speaking at the Alternative Sex and Gender Lifestyles co°:f erence. 
( photo by Jim Ashe) 

Vita l Statist ics, fo r example, will not 
cha nge the sex of a t ranssexual on the 
birt h certificate(altho ugh one might be 
able to get P robate Cou rt to o rder th is 
done); in fac t , Illi nois is the on ly state 
having a speci fie fo rm fo r transsexuals 
to fil l out to get a new birth certificate. 
Dr. Michael Flemi ng, a professor of 
psycho logy a t Boston University and 
on th e staff of Gender Identity Service, 
emphasised his view of the im portance 
o f a preo pera ti ve transsexual's analysis 
of her expectations from the operation, 
to avoid possible depression afte r
wa rd s. He also said that peer support 
groups were now emerging as an 
important function o f the G .l.S. He 
also believes that for feti shism and 
possibly tran svestism , aversion therapy 
can work for those who really want it 
to. 
The format of the conference com
bined lectures with small group 
discusssions involving some eight to 
ten people including one or more 
resource persons. The conference was 
the second of its kind in New England. 
The first was last December in New
port, R. I. 

Three Die in 
Montreal Fire 

By James Thorpe 

MONTREAL - Three men died in 
A fire April 12 at the Aquarius Baths , 
located on C rescent St. in downtown 
Montreal. The fire, which broke o ut 
abo ut midnight , completely destroyed 
the fo ur-s tory building, which was 
occupied on three floors by the baths. 
Most of the patrons escaped with few 
inju ries, but some are still hospitalized, 
recovering from serious burns. 

T he city arson squad is still trying to 
determine the cause of the fire, and 
to ld GCN that no comment could be 
made at this time. Lorne Halliday, 
manager of the sauna, told GCN that 
he had no comment to make about the 
fire or the possible rebuilding of the 
baths. 

The baths were subject to a massive 
raid just over two months ago, when 35 
patro ns were arrested. Hearings on the 
bust are to be resumed April 25 . 

The congregation of the Metropoli
tan Community Church of Montreal 
dedicated their April 13 service to the 
three victims and their families . 
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Transvestites Speak for Themselves 

Identity change is a large gray area, but where there aren't laws 
a Probate Court judge can order the City Clerk to change records. 

Stoller ... he thinks its a passivity vs. aggression thing. He never 
says where he gets his data. 

• • • he mal start going to drag balls. That confuses the gay community! 

These pictures were taken at a trans
vestite/ transsexual conference. At this 
conference people spoke about the 
subculture, and about their views and 
society's views of it. 

Some are "tapestry TVs." They're happy there. They just want 
to find some friends to talk to and socialize. 

"' 0 
0 
.c 
Q, 

. .. a lot of theories. I guess you have to talk to a lot of people and find out what 
makes them tick. 

Here's a great fallacy. When you win, you don't lose . 
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