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THOMPSON.

“{ruichy™ Franees the Infamons—-Her
Mis Testimany Before the Repub-
lirnn Congressionnl Comi
mittee In 15AE,

A NSampile of the Evidence Im which
Memphis was “Found Gullty" of
Riotoms Comdnet by the
Congrewsionnl Com-
mitice.

It worilc be Impossitle to enﬂmal%lhe
aiount of damage dint by the Flash
brute pow doing duty on the chain-
gang. There is no koowing what
amounut of corruption he has aided and
abetted, nor how many women, both
white and black, he has ruined., He
has plaged the part of a go-betweon and
procuress, and plied » nefarieus tade 83
s wholessle debsucher. Of his utter de-
pravity tbere is no room to doubt, and
as little that he Is uﬂhta of uslog his
vile tongue to the ipjury of any one
whotti he timy rega*d his ~nemy, Of
his espucjtiiu this regard, we have a
sample in the testimony he gave before
the eongressional committee to Investi-
gate the Memphis riots in 1866, which
we copy in the APPEAL lo-day, as fol-
lows, from pages 196-57 of the report of
the commiltee:

}uestion—BState i"ur name and resi-
dence? Answer—My name is }rances
Thompson; I1ive in (Iayoso street, hore
in Memphis,

().—Whbat is your occupation? A.—I
saw, and take in washing and i‘oning.

— Have you been a slave? A —Yrs,
sir.

Q@ —Where were you raised? A.—1
was ralsed in Maryland. Allour E:opla
but mistress, got kilied in tharebel ar-

my.

Q.—Have you been iojured? A.—I
Am & 'c”ff.!:' [The witness used
cmtch%) ve & canter in my foot.

Q.—Were you here during the Iate
riots? A.—Yes, sir.

Q —Btate what you know or saw of
the rioting? A.—Between one and two
o’clock, Tuesday night, seven men, 1wo
of whom were policemen, came o my
house; 1 knew they were policelnen by
their stars; they were all Irishmen;
they eaid they must bave supper, an
asked me what I had, and sald they
inust have some eggs and ham and bin-
cuit; ¥ made them sorhe bisctit and
some strong ccffee, and they all sat
down and eat; & girl lives with me; her
name is Lucy SBmith; she is aboul six-
teen years old; when they had eaten
supper they said they wanted some wo-
mau to sleep with; 1 said we ware not
toat go t of women, and they must go;
they said “‘that didn’'t make a damnped
bit of differeace;’’ one of them laid hold
of me, and hit me on the side of my
face, and, holdirg my throat, choked
me; Luoy tried to get out of the win-
dow, when ove of them knocked her
down and choekad her; they drew their
pistols, and said thay would shoot us
and fire the honse if we did not let them
have their way wilth os; all seven of the
men vitlated us two; four of the:zul;ld
to do with me; and the rest with ¥,

1) —Were you injured ? A.—I was sick
for two weeks; I lay for three dajs with
a hot burning fever,

Q —Did auy oue attend you? A.—I
haa & cold before, and Dr. Rambert at-
tended me after this,

Q —Were yon robbed? A.—Afler they
got through with us they just roboed the
house; they took the clothes out of my
tilunki .::d 109&: one ll::undmbel ngcil:u.tl:
that n greenbacks belo) £
me, and two hundred that belonged to
& cclored woman that was left with me
“’ci“ 0 they tak {hing else?

—Di ey iake an ng elee
A.—They took three n.lﬂ: dresses of
mine and & right nics one of Luc{’s;
they put the things into two pillow elips
and took them lw:r.

Q —How long did the men stay? A.—
They were there perhaps for nearly four
heurs; it was getting near day when
they left,

Q —Did they say anything? A.—They
said they intended to *'burn up the last
G—d d—d nigger.”

Q.—Did you know any of them? A.—
They were all Irishmen; there was not
an American among them.

Q. —Did apything else take place?
A.—There were some qullts aboul that
we bad been making, They seked us
what they were made for. When we
told them for the soldiers, they swore at
ue, and said the soldiers would never
bave them on their beds, and tock them
away with the rest of the thingse. They
eaid they would drive ail the Yankees
out of the townp, aod then thers would
be only some rebel niggers and butter-
nuts left. I thought all the time they
would burn the house, but they didn't,

And this siatement of the brute
Thompson, so utteriy at variance with
the truth, was Iu psrt corroborated by
the girl Lucy Smith, who, however,
stated that she was violated but once.
““Violated" just after she had been
forced from uocu;glng the same bed
with Thompson. Upon such testimony
as this Memphis was sligmatizad by a
Kadical congressional commities, from
whose report, based upon this testimony,
we copy the following:

*The erowning acts of atrocily and dia-
bolism ecommitted during these terrible
nights were the ravishing of five differ-
ent colored women by these fiends in
buman shape, independent of other at-
tempts at rape. The details of these out-
rages are of too shocking and disgusting
& character to be given at length in this
report, and reference must be had to the
testimony of the parties. It is a singular
fact that whﬂ;‘i the mg: was breathin
vengeance sgainst @ Degroes an
shooting them down like dogs, yet
when they found unprotected colored
women they at opee ‘conquered their
gejudluai,’ aod pr to violate

em under circumstances of the most
licentious brutality. The raps of Frances
Thompson, who had been a slave and
Was a cripple, min1 crutches, having s
eancer on her foot, is one to whizh ref.
erence is here made, On Tuesday night
geven men, two of whom were polices
men, came to her house, Bhe knew
the two to be policemen by their stars.
They were all Irishmen. They first de-
manded that she shcu'd get supper for
them, which she did. After supper the
wretehes threw all the pravisions that
were in the house which had not been
consumed into the b:you. They then
laid hold of Frauces, hitting her on the
eide of the face and kicking her. A girl
by the name of Lucy SBmith, abeut s'x-
teen years old, living with her, attempt-
ed to go out at the window. One of the | t
brutes knocked her down snd choked 2
her. They then drew their pistols, and
said they.would ehoot them and fire the | ¢
house if they did not let them have :
their way. The woman, Frances | g
Thompson, was then violated by four of
the men, and s> beaten and bruised that | !
she lay in bed for three days, They then | g
took all the clothes out of the trunk,
one hundred dollars in greenbacks be- | T
longing to herself, and two hundred dol- | g
lars belonging to another colored wo- | »
man, which had been left to take care
of her child, besides silk dresses, bed-
cluthln? ele. They were in the house
pearly four bhours, and when they left
they said they intended ‘to burn ap the
last God damned nigger, and drive all | X
the Yankees out of town, and then there |
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would be only some rebel nigegers and
batternuts left.” The colored girl, Lucy
Bmith, who was before the cominittes,
said to be sixteen or seventeen years
old, but who seemed, from her appear- | g
ance, to be itwo or three years youoger, | =
was a girl of modest demeanor and high-
ly respectable in appearance. Bhe cor-
roborsted the testimony of Frances
Thompson as fo the pumber of men
who broke into the house and as to the
policemen who were with them. They (
seized her (Lucy) by the neck and
choked ber tosuch an extent that she | D
could not talk for two weeks tc any |
one. Bhe was then viclated by one of | th
the men, and the reason given by an- | ™
other for not repeating the act +f name- |
leas atrocity was, that she was g0 near | =
dead that he would not have anything fo
dowith her. He thereupon struck ber s J
severs blow upon the side of the head.
The violence of these wretches seemed [
e
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to be aggravated by the fact that the
women had in their room some bed.cov=
ering or quilt with red, white and blas,
and slso some pictures of Union officers,
They said, ‘You niggers have a mighty
likiog for the damned Yankees, but we
will kill you, and you will have no lik- | g
fng for wone then.” This young girl | W
was so badly injured that she was unable | °©
to leaye her bed for two weeks," Ju
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