
April 6,' 1990 

Dear Bud, 

Well, it really happened! We got together, shared 
experiences and knowledge and feelings. Last June the idea 
6f an all-day female-to-male program ~t IFGE's Convention 
was just that -- an idea. 

Some ~onths back, I started this letter to Bud, an F-to-M who 
shared with me the desire to organize a get together for our own 
segment, the female to male transsexual and crossdresser. I 
didn't really expect to ever meet Bud. Like many of us, Bud has 
his share of financial woes. Bud's enthusiasm was a constant 
support (and challenge) to me as I worked, often alone, putting 
the wheels in motion that would bring about the all day session 
for us guys this past March. And Bud did make it!. What a· joy! 

Over twenty persons attended some part of the female-to-male 
program; some attended the general TS program that started on 
Friday as well. And some persons were only able to attend the 
"post program" meeting of The Adam Society (our local support 
group) which was held on Sunday afternoon. While most of the 
attendees were F-to-M TSs, we had in our midst one mother, three 
girlfriends, a male friend, and one wife. 

Even though we had some good programs, probably the neatest part 
of all was the informal sharing that took place as many met other 
TSs for the first time. And the conversations went on into the 
wee hours of the night, or started early the next morning to 
begin afresh. What were we talking about? Hormones, surgical 
techniques, legal issues, transitioning on the job, our 
sexuality, accepting ourselves, confronting our own values and 
beliefs and making sense of things. We even spent some time 
leaining about 6thers, e.g., women who pass who are not 
transsexuals ("gender blending" females), and male-to-female 
crossdressers and transsexuals. We shared feelings, fears, and 
pride. And this was only a beginning, for now we have new 
contacts and friends. 

IFGE and the male-to-female conventioneers learned much from us 
as well. Next year there is going to be a two day female-to-male 
program at IFGE's Convention. Matt_, legally male now, 
married, and in the last few stages of his surgeries,f is the 
program coordinator. He is looking for persons interested in 
presenting programs and program ideas in general. If you have 
ideas or suggestions, please send them in soon. 

Dates for 
13, 1991. 

next year's IFGE female-to-male program: April 12 ·and 
The conference will be held in Denver, Colorado. 



In June of this year, there was a female-to-male conference at 
the Midwestern sponsored "Be All You Can Be Weekend" for 
crossdressers and transsexuals, held in Pittsburgh, PA. It was 
quite an experience even though it had a small attendence. Four 
couples and one "unattached" guy made up the participants, 
compared to the over 200 male-to-female attendees. The events 
were both social and educational. Matt - led the sessions 
and was he dy%.mite! He helped us to look at the big picture­
getting our lives in order while taking steps and making 
decisions which lead to altering our physical bodies. Matt was a 
wealth of information as was his wife, Karen. We learned of the 
surgical procedures of yet another doctor, wor:king in the Detroit 
area.· We discussed legal issues, our relationships, and many 
other topics. Learning where to seek out information was another 
issue.. Whi~e networ,kt,ng is cert~i.nly importa_nt, .. some _things you 
can l~arn on your· own quite easily. For example, if you are 
unsure just what the law is regarding changing your name on your 
birth certificate, you can find out by writing to the State 
Department of Public Health, Vital Statistics, in the State in 
which you were born. Different states have different procedures 
and different statutes. Ask and you will find out! 

On a more personal level, I met two people who have· enriched my 
life immensely. As many of you know, I am in a relationship with 
a male-to-female who lives full time as a ~emale. At "Be All" I 
was able to talk and share experiences with a couple living in a 
lifestyle much like mine. 

Next year's Be All will be held in Cleveland; OH in 
One of the comments made at the IFGE conventiort:was 
have more contact with the other participants. 
designed to combine the social and the educational 
greater degree perhaps than the IFGE Convention. 

****************** 

June. NOTE: 
the desire to 

Be All is 
aspects_ to a 

ANNOUNCEMENT: The Adam Society will be holding a meeting Sunday, 
August 12, ffices of IFGE. IFGE is 
located at , Waltham,. MA. This will 
be an or emale-to-male transsexuals, 
crossdressers, and their guests, family members, and friends 
(including interested therapists, etc.). If.you need directions, 
please call ask for Dan or Yvonne. 

Steve - is going to be our guest speaker. Steve was 
scheduled to be a speaker of the IFGE Convention before he 
suffered injuries from a car accident. Steve is a post-op who 
has expertise in the areas of legal issues and insur¥1ce. So 
spread the word and plan on joining us for the afternoon. A 
social time will follow the meeting. A free will collection will 
be taken to defray Steve's transportation costs. 

Also, the club newsletter, "Adam's Word" will only be published 
during those months when the club has met. 



WORD 

The 60.Uowbtg alt.tici.e. wa.6 WIU.tte.n by a. Veit!/ goo~ 
JfiJt.i.e.nd 06 m.lrte. whom I had the. ple.aliWLe. of me.et,lng 
''thlwugh my cu,t,acJ..a;tlon w-lth IFGE and Fan,t<U,..i.a. f(L(.lt. 

Jam.le. Mc.Clo-6k.y 11, a lovely woman and a fi1te.e. 
thi.nkeJt who 1 admbt..e. veJty mu.ch. He.Jte. 11, he.Jt 
Jte.poJLt "bac.k. home." to the. fialk-6 .i..n th~· _May The. 
T a.Jitan Sluti.t, ne.w.6le.tteJt 06 the. Sc.ot:tiAn JV /TS <. . 
G1tou.p. Wille. t,he. Wft.Uu {ill.om the male-to-fie.male. 
v.i..ewpo.lnt, I de.c..lde.d to .i..nc.£.u.de. h~ en:tvte. > •• 

a.JLt.i..ci.e., cu, n,. The/Le' t, .&o mu.c.h to· l~ - a.bout 
awu, e.£.ve.-6 and othe1tt,. H e.Jt bop k. Jtevl.llJAJ l.'..6 gJte.a.t ! 

A Voice From America. • 

(The Tartan Skirt Report - ~~rib 
:. ':tl, 

In my last report, alwt straight frienis lvix> 1hi<n(w ne as a WIBD, 
I, left out Mirian, a legal, ~t at the Will Street law firm \vhere. 
I "'°rk· Se "8$. also my special ~ ass:i$tant when I changed 

'in the ladies roan: then!. ,She's very 111.dl a J~e - Wlllll, Sllp:ithic 
~.intQi,ti~ -an:11t·"'8$ easy.to~my."~l''.with her. 

I don't fioo. i;:est:toon Cf.ll~~ ~.~ as ,they SJlni in oom 
~ts.i Besides.:~ J;repidat:iar (web is Jert·:of the fun), tlESe 
net:/:lro~ ~utre. planning ao:l Qpre than a. ":t.tle tine to execute . 

... O'le has ·to.qote down exac.tly wtiai: to brlJlg,1~ ~ it will oo. People 
·•·.··. 1~rk late1 ~t tanks arrJ Jaw fums, ~-r~ chariged.. I neke careful 
i• ,,lists· gt my· ,w:>rd Processl>r with• titles .$l!Ch·•·as '$low to Transvest at 
}'· Citi~". :It w:l!Jldn't do to forget on¢'s C()at -~ lag arrJ have to 
,i?CX'e"'enter ~ office, en f~f< to retrj.eve it •. ··. •.• .. · .... ·•. '.t .•• • 

:r.·f A ~f;t event in New Yorlc al' M3rrJi 3rd• ~:l:te.,Night of a Th>~ 
t,;( ~. a charity event that rci:ises tmusands 9fd0llars to fight AII.6. 
!I; ,I ~dn1t gg, wt net ladies fran ~>the com~ \h>. did. 01 the 
¾}f'I1day ~ of us ~t to Jan \tal.lm;m scat.met .amfheard Barlmcl lal, 
tLaif:ine ja1,Z singer. • 

i{;'.i;:;~:+11/her ~~t boddns nightclub acts, ~'il'el~ $lie faroos 
ik~ple ·.·.ret<e •• .. tleir •. l'li;lleS .• ~t.ding \.,body Allen; .Barbra Streisnl 
;~;,\~ ,Uir.l< <:a.ve~t. l <li$covered"1her Village lx>ite nine years ago, \Jat • 
~%·tI,r,,~ed &ett:iog bgld"as Janie, aoo brought a lot of ot:te-1Vs there. 
J;;;}~f'sbe's<uftcwr arid it's not as booemi.an, but s:JJe of us still go. 
~~ lal, ~des ooing a great singer, is a very well educated 

.,,:. : (:iqte:!lligent lad)':, ;Sbe cheered ne by saying that nm's crossdressing 
!(fifl#cates ~ truly are things in ~'s lot that are envied by 
Jt!IBO~ • 

Jan's nother, ~. • "'1o's of neinly Scots ~tion, is still 
lively am nentally marp at 95. She told ne tpw she ~ .~ daily 

• rourxJs of !ms with r;iy frieoos, thougti she can J10)011ger have a drink 
at each one. ~ W:IS never very .(ri.tical'. r,,f .~ or geJXler 
m:i.oorities. She winters in New York with Jan 'to escape >the chill of 
the Mich.est, ~ she lives the rest of .the ,ear.;, 

o, the &may, Sheila fran Pittswrgh am I lllinte4 the town DBgenta. 
Curiously, we were given extra friendly attentia1 at a straight calmet 
called the Vi.l.lage Gate, "1ere they .. said things like "Im' t oo a 
stranger" "'1ell we left. Of course this W:IS in the village,· am we w:>re 
very pretty dres9es. Another SJX>t we hit · W:1S • 5 03l<s, \vhere we chatted 

. . with Alice, a Scottish waitress \h> 's a special pers:n.. Shei.Ia arrJ 
•. I taJ a \\Orderful tine, d:ishing everylxxly in t1e Jm'8Clllture, just 

like the Bitch (oo, not quite). • • • • 

Recently I've care across two excellent books that \,,QUJ..d oolong 
in any CCll'JPlete librazi about gender. I've written a long review of 
the first, lecause it de,cpibes a seem that's foreign to us, but I 
. think they f re ooth of ~~· importaoce. •• 

The Tradition of Female Transvestism in F.arly 
Modern Europe, ·by Rudolf M.Dekker and Lotte C 
van de Pol. 1989, St.Martin's Press, New York 
~ • 128 pp. plus 16 pp. of plates. $29.95. 

~o «•J fk~-<c 
Li v:i.ng in an age o ·.· . ~faie:le crosslressing, I \eS intrigood. 

to discover that, lils7t7!«:lr .::enturies oock, the nejority of 1Vs 
were 1"UJ'ell. Rt.dolf M. ~ am Lotte C. van de Pol, oo social 
histor.i.an.s at Erasrus University in Rotterdan, explore nany aspects 

•. of their story in this~ bock. • • ~·· /S 50 

The era of faie:le crossdressers - though tlEre nay ve 1~1 oom 
in ear lier tines whan we don't know about _,;. 1-as the 17th arrJ 18th.· 
centuries. This study, the first of its k:ini, foll<MS • careers of 
119 D.itch "°1E!D "'1o appeared in nen' s clot:res teo.een 1 • and 1839, 

• why and 1n.r they dressed, ln.r they kept the ~t arrJ ln.r society 
reacted w-en they. were discovered.. • • 

f-bst of tlESe crossdressers were poor. limy were inmi.grants, 
espErially fran Gemeny. The authors JX)int out that faie:le 1Vs in 
general care neinly fran Northern F.urope, wrerE! \oiUIBl had DDI"e freedan 
but less security than in M:mterrarmn comtri.es. Besides the WIBl. ; 

dOCtllBlted in the sttdy, there were neny f81Bl.e ~ and cuti:mses; 
pirates such as the. Fnglish. Anne Bonney am r-tuy .. Read; Catalina de 



E:rat.s>, . a SJllllisl cmtu.istalora .\th>·. was m:ither a lady mr a gentleien, 
am Genevieve Premy, . MD as the ''Crevalier Bal~" was admitted 
to tre Order of St. 1.ruis by Ioois XlV. • 

At ·that .. tine •crosstlress:i.n•·•leS ofr.en··acceptable,rfor -waren, thoogh 
mt for nen. (M:!n t.ere seen as denmn:i.ng tmJBelve~V "1:ile \\OIB1 .were 
stewing up in .life, and ti nei•\EI"e sspected of ~ty they'd 
be PJt to death). <lbren• ,«>Ul<lter nen's cloth.?s for safety when 
travelling alooe, and frequently .during.festivals. 

Hmy. of tle futch· ~ joirel . the army c¥rnavy ---to.· follCM 
a lover to the Fast, for exanple, or becat,lse it \EIS the best wy trey 
could earn a living. Sare of tfmwere.~ the bravest fighting 1111Enlf. 
during a1nost (al)ettal wars with Simn, Fraoce and Fnglaoo. 

1re authors believe that their 119 \\OIB1 i,.ere tre tip of tre iceberg: 
sin:e RDSt .infome.tiavcare fron court rect>rds, ~ fem.le 1Vs were 
1:asically those MD got caught. Aoo there's a pre~erance of waien 

wh:> ~ sailors and soldiers; prolebly because~fft. was I-m-der for = .~1:: =i=~•~ f:; ~ai:.SU: 
'iEre prol:ably dee~ ~ oLwhich trey were mt ~. 

<~' 
-.- .· . . . -. . • .. ·\~f.:;~:.: : • . . .. . < 

Although these t,,OIB'l .·were obviously courageous, Mp,ey did koo.rt that 
others had gone before them. There was a t.ritdition of fem.le 
croosdressing, as revealed in b'.loks, plays ard ·•~ songs. This 
tradition goes leek to femle saints MD ~ in tre 5th to 
7th centuries am later with the 9th Century ''Pope ..J@" and, of course, 
Joon of Arc. With this leckgroum, we can uoo~st:aiJfh:M a yoong \\OlEil 

woo had to fern for ·IE-self might think, ~•~t ~rW!ly than as a 
nen?" Several of the ·\\O'IBl reported that, when destitute, sareone would 
give them a set of nele clothes -and advise them to join the anny or 
navy. 

Besides fear of discovery, sexual a~ ~:a price that nmt 
of these \\Oiel i:aid for nele privilege. For a11,!""thing; nmty impoverished 
"1CIIBl chose to be ll'Bl oo they wouldn't have to be pmstitutes. Secondly, 
although neny of the crossdres9ers nmried real "°1Bl for the sake 
of appearaoces; or econcmic advantage, IIDSt lived with th:tlr "wives" 

as "sisters". 

. This nay seen tmlil<el.y fo us, rut in that, t people couldn't 
:i.nBgire lov81Blc:ing ldthout: a: IS).is. As a hip of their stooy, 
~ aid van de Pol present a t:hree-Jnase t:!Eory of nooem lesb:i.anisn. 
In the first, up to about um, a wmn MD feel in love with a \oOIBI1 

believed sre \6S ratlly a .nan, and would dress accordingly. In the 
19th .C.entury, •. ·as .. ~. ~Jed&e.and·· .. ~ .liberty:·~;·Jove 
between \\Oiel ·.becale better inierst:ood., But it \69 ooly in .tre 1~ 

. .that •. :~\·•···'WCllEfl· •. •·•:~.·· •• to/dispense with ·•·the.·.he~ .. 
''butcfr~-f~'',trrX!el anc1: 'WOI'k' ~ their: own style of loving. Th:,ugh 

~11~~-1t'~1£.;Sr~ 
This writer OOJeS SOie such evoluti((l/ney .oci::ut• in heteffi~~Xt~l 
relationships as well. 

My favoorite of the f a/·\10CU1e11ted. lesbians "8S .sr.orrk1J/2errtts 

.~i!~Jeiwfuse=to~~~ .. ~.a~wi;~:;;s}··•·••·. 
no longer stand \oSlling ire.le clothes~ 11-e autoots'•beJ.ieve •at •1ESS1: > • 
coo lesbian, M3ria van An~, was, psycmlogically, a t:tansse~_,{:, •· 

\m:lt happerBI wlEn these WJm were exposed? ~'~Ye.were'.'/ 
treated very generously, like one wamn .·lh> joined J:he navy co f6ll<N . 
her lover to the Fast. Sre .WJ.S given a gram wedding with 'thrfGc:wernor 
acting as father of the bride •. Evm lesbians \ere generally mt ~ ; ' 
with death. WI-et the cross1ressers were in amrDte•place oi c1ge ;tteJ 
could be ramnticized; too clooe, and they'd,often be tesentecf .... • • • 

1re authors concluie that ''Croosdressing could be pei'tltissi.ble :~ 
·1ong as the -wamn c.l.a:inai no,DB&:ulire prerogatives ·(such•:as.·~. 
waren), neintaired rer femi.nire oonour, \69 extreJP.ly , ~fol as 
a nan, aoo finally restJJEd life as a \\OIBil in the end"~ Ahocit •. a§ 111.lCh' 
as \.e can expect for ourselves, I'd thiric, trough today tlere'is• 
obviously rrore understanding of 'ISs. 

:,.:, .. •, -

Th:! tradition of fem.le crrissdressing ended early~itl tfu 19th Cerifufy 
for several reasons, aoong them a rrore .effia .. • .. en .. t.· •. ·.~ ... • .. ' •.·.· .. • •.••. • •. • ... Y. ·.·.tha·.· ··t ,nme .).· .••. 

Also, peace finally care to the Net&!!rlams, . 

• 4° ct;fti~lkl t 
-to h ,c!.e o V1e. >s 

iJ.e.Ll\.ti ·t~f 



oo ~ unt.ririred ooldiers an:I sailors \oel"efl It in dal8rv:l as before. Am 
• the greater eq~ty of llBl aoo \,Cl'JBl nede it less of a prorotion for 

1<,0JB1 to re llBl am ultioetely allowed than to oold ''nele" jobs witrout 
' ~- geooer. At this IX)int, too, OX>re DEil started daring to dress 

: .- The book is JBlt of a s&ies of ...oren' s sttxiies, wrich is protably 
idly I £cum it in my local library. Sioce '1UE11

1s stuti~" ~y 
• exist in the U.S. an:I ITBle ~ is coosidered eitrer kinky 

or· silly, a bcdc on nale 1V-ing would protably oot be as easy to firo. 

But of course rren' s reasons for ~ geooer ( or sex) IIBY te 
just as sen.ow; as \o0rell 1s, even if ttJ!y're oot econcmic. Am all of 
us' my be creating as new tradition of mµe ~ing that satisfies 
those needs. 

If such a traditioo is caning, here is a lx:dc that ooth celebrates 
it am is an ~ble J):lrt of it: 

Transformations: Crossdressers and Those Who Love 
Them, by Mariette Pathy Allen. 1989, E.P. Dutton, 

New York. 175 pp. with 133 photographs. $24.95. 

Anyore reading 1re Tartan Skirt kro,,,s this subject, oo this i.on't 
te a long review. After a srort introductioo·, f-briette Pathy Allen 
lets her • ~ ( ore of than a WlBll) tell their own stories. 
1h=!y range in age . fron ah to 8ls am care fron every racial, sexual 
arxl s:x:ioeconcmic group. 

Sare theres are often repeated - the (literally) striking 
differeoces te1;1.een the i.ay boys and girls are brought up, the search 
for a $W;leter, kinder self ( or a sexier, rauochler ore wro 's ooie.rat 
s.eet an:I kind, too), the desire to be ~ as a sexual ~. 
but the indi riduals care out to us, in their i,,ords an:I ~eriette' s 
pictures, in all their intividual s..-eetness, wickedness, absurdity 
and (saretines desperate) courage. They're frequently shown with spouses 
am children, lhlse voices are a.loo heard. This is, oo every level, 
a reautiful bock. ..,,,.,,, 

M:iriette h:ls pootograjiBl 1Vs and TSs for 12 years. Ste sees us 

(as I do) in the vangtard of nen's liberation, even if it 1,s not by 
choice: ''These are people WK> question gender roles not nerely in their 
miirls but with their lives. I see •!=hem as heroic recause they confront 
wll:lt no.st of us keep hidden in oor" inrernnst fantasies - if 1..e allow 
ourselves that nuch freedan. Their struggles don't fit the old picture 
of lonely .figures in rrurky oors, 00<?< ·streets, and rundc,,.in hotel r00!5. 
To depict than ~ they belong, ii! the daylight of daily life, rich 
in relationships with spouses, chil~, sibl.ing.s, jl:II'ents, and frierrls 
is niy trirute to their courage". • - • 

Is there a Scottish equivalent of "Allen, &by?" • 

Jamie-

3, Illustration, after a portrait from 1630, of Catalina de Erauso, a Spanish 'conquistador' 
around 1600. 

Rudolf M. Dekker and Lotte C. 
van de Pol, The TRADITION of 
FiM~LE TRANSVESTISM in EARLY 
MODERN. -~UROP~- (St. Martin's 
Press, • New • York) 1989 ............ 
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