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THE INGERSOLL MESSAGE 
PRESENTS ITS ANNUAL 

POETRY ISSUE 
Last January, the Ingersoll Message presented an issue 
filled with poetry. It seems to have caught on. We are 
happy to present another issue filled with poetry written by. 
for and about the 'T' experience. 

Many thanks to the contributors -- with a few apologies if 
we messed up the way you wish the poetry to be placed on 
the page. 

We hope you enjoy our offerings, and also hope that it 
might stimulate others to take pen-pencil-computer 
keyboard in hand and try to write of their experiences. 



"GUNS, GAYS, GRASS AND GUMS" 
R,· Jud}' Osborne, Ingersoll Board Member 

. Seattle had worked with gays. 
on the other hand, transpeople here m nd political iss~s for a decade 01 
lesbtans and bisexuals on pnde events a the board and board memben 
'more. Transperson Marsha Boll\~ satle:1an bisex~al and straight board 
•-ew may others of us as we • ay. • and when the wte final!} 
NI I d" nO our case, 
members were eloquent IJl p ea luc, 

• 1 sided in our favor 
A cunous feature of b11t1ative 6 77's defeat by Washmgton State voters came, it was op h we agreed to be defined 
the gallows humor that momentanly distracted us from our sadness In a compromise made m deference to the researc ided a red flag that m,ght 

de " al onentat10n .. The compromise avo d m the ballot 
1-677 which would have banned JOb d1scnmmat1on agamst gays, lesb1; un r sexu controversial "transgender" word appeare 
bisexuals. and transpcople, ended up shanng the ballot with a whole var have flown had the 

of c1t1zen-m1t1ated issues One would have legaliz.ed medical manJu, title of time and money to the 
another let dental hygienists work without a dentist for a boss, still anot Transpeople contributed extensive amo~~t:

1 
atures and then to convince 

would have required tn~r locks on handguns ~ere were more, but ensuing campaign, first to gci~ered 229• Our :,tnbutions were recognized 
way. whose humor l swiped for a tdle, ran out of Gs the electorate to vote for our imtiative N rtheless we lost, and tha1 

ed ed lil many different ways eve ' 
It wasn't filmy, actually. We had worked too long, hoped too much, ; and acknowl 8. 
spent too much of the community's money, to find our defeat amusL was the bottom hne th s for our loss m new~ 

' d gam as e reasoo • Now were facmg a year m Olympia ofhearmg legislators tell us tthe vot Five factors appear agam an a They are 
h ok b gh fo de • own analysis • 
ave sp en a out n ts r viants such as we accounts and in our campaigns N I Rifle 

S4 000 000 spent by the at1ona 
The ballot congestion turned out to be a sheer disaster In an off•y. 
election with httle else to attract voters, the multiplicity of 1111t1at1, 
brought out some powerfi1l and wealthy oppooents 

Dentists from Mame to Oregon dug deeply mto their pockets to lteep t 
status quo, fearmg a loss of U1Come otherwise, and ternfied by the not,, 
that dental hyg1emsts soon would be refermg patients to dentists T. 
Federal and State anti-drug estabhsl1ments weighed m against liberahzu 
dr~ laws even m hospice settmgs. Toe National Rifle Assoc1at1on, as yt 
might expect, aimed its biggest financial and orgamzat1onal ca11nons at 01 

State All tJ1ree turned out legions of conservative supporters who werer 
about to \Ote for gay nghts and who voted down all the m1t1at1ves anywa· 
Just to make sure nothing would change 

If It had ptssed, 1-677 would have protected the Jobs of transpeople alon 
with other sexual mmont1es lhere was controversy oveer our mclus1on 
took a day-long. stormy session m February for the l-677 board to decide t 
bnng along transpeople The board wasn't being prejudiced or elit1e! 
Their research revealed that we would cost them crucial votes It seema 
that few citizens knew us a real people, and almost everybody had their owi 
stereotyp 1cal images ~ us when 'gen~r identity' was explamed to them 11 

neutral tenus 

In the camp~ign's own words: "The r J~k)'campaign turned voters mto 'Ne 
Association m the 'No of 6 76 (tn~e re swamped m the NRA tidal 
Machines' All the statewide mitat1ves we 

" I wave. 0 t et v-,ers were GLBT peop e, 
ur arg = l 

We didn't tum out our voters f horn came out in any force at al • 
X' • none o w 

women and 'Generation er'. and Democratic distncts. 
I even m the most gay 

Numbers were very ow Jlin In 
. "ddle•of-the-road voters as comope g 

None of the mdiat1ves struck m1 . I races only the partisans ot 
1
.- without many pohtlca -party • 

an off-year e .,...ion 
the mdividual truttatives came out. in this off-~a1 

•"' he voters who actually voted 
Polling data md1cated u,at t th the normal mix of voters IJl ou1 

fa ore conservative an Derita! e)ection were r m b the NRA Amencan 
t almost certamly drawn out y • 

sta e, f, 
Association and ant1-drUg orces · that 

• come the single misconception 
We didn't ratse enough money to ov~ mistaken idea on the part of most 

11 dentified as our problem. e 
early po s I Jdn~ be fired Just for being gay. 
people that gays cou 



. he d 1 e through the 111itiative 
Nobody even hmted that we didn't wm because job protect1on fos tame of thlllgs .J think ~e·ve 111crea~~ t •a ogu 
transpeople was mcluded m the •11t1ative. From the very beginning we process and people workmg together 
knew we could be scapegoated 1f we lost. but we weren't ,., othe irutiattve for now Instead. we'll concentrate on 

What's next? 1,.ot an r d alit several of what 
Not even the religious nght chose to make an issue of transpeople to any opposing bills that would restrict our freedom an ~ yf, the Legislature 

S R f od d the next sess100 o 
great extent pokesperson obert Lanmer bnefly raised the issue o men almost ceitainlY will be 111tr uce 111 h 1 lect more progressive 
teachers showing up for class wear111g dresses. but his argument fizzled and Beyond that, we'll be mobilizing transpeople to e P e 
the nght quickly abandoned It candidates to the Legislature 

Instead, the religious nght attacked gays as "sodomites" and "public health 
nsks" and led voters to believe that the 1mt1atlve would open the door for 
"pedophdia to necrophilia to porn addiction to be added through cou1t 
rulings by liberal judges " In a last-minute ad. fonner Seattle Seabawk hero 
Steve Largent. now a ca,gressman from Oklahoma, brought out the old but 
st11l~ffect1ve argument that we were seekmg some kind of undefined 
"special nghts " 

Right after the election, Marsha Batzer and I attended a post-mo1tem in the 
ca~a,gn office Jan B1ach1. the Executive Dll'ector of the orgamzatloo 
runnW1g the campaign, conducted the meeting She began oo a positive note 
byttckmg off the good thmgs that had happened. the first of which was that 
111Cluding transgender n gay, lesbian. and bt political issues has ceased to 
be controversial, at least 111 the State ofWashmgtoo. 

That good news was further amplified in a memo analyz111g the loss, which 
said, "Another good result was that the transgender issue never took off as a 
serious threat to the 1111t1ative We dtd educate many people and drew in a 
DeW group of volunteers and workers " 

The Wash111gta1 Associat100 of Churches. the state's Catholic bishops. and 
:he Jewish Federatioo all endorsed I-677 Pnor to their endorsements. 
i1111>le Justice. a network of gay Chnstians. circulated an analysts clearly 
:tat111g that the mrt1at1ve covered transsexual and transgendered persons 

(nsten Pula, ooe of the two field organizers for the initiative. had direct 
:ontact with grass-roots opinion all over the state She told me. "I've heard 
10 one in the commumty talk about this (the inclusion of transpeople) as a 
eason for the defeat of the in1t1at1ve 1f anythmg. I've heard member of the 
1gamz.at1on saying that this has been a good th111g - we've educated gays 
nd lesbians who may not have even thooght about the trans-issue . .I talked 
> people 111 Spokane, and there are transgender people there hav111g a hard 

ts SfJlt an open letter to the commum t) 
Soon after our defeat, ~-677

1
::": many positl\e results of the campaign 

which. among other th~~h' extended view of the fiiture 
The letter concluded w1 t a more 

. ed a amst the pain and the magnitude 
"Today these results seem tnvial pos g 1 11 be the threads that 

• . th da head these resu ts w1 
of the loss But 111 e ys a • otv together and that weave 

• the ds that lcmt the commun ,., 11 stitch on woun • h set for 1ust1ce 
an~er path to victPT')' on this course we ave 

WHICH ONE OF IBESE \>EOPLE 
1S TRANSGENDEHEO? 



T H E B U T L E R D I D I T! 

EMERALD CITY ByPat Butler 

"The time has come, the walrus said, to speak of many things ... " 
206-82 7-9494 I use the above quotation from Alice in Wonderland as a prelude 

p to my column for the month of January. With the increase of 
HONES ANSWERED TUESDAYS work-load at my 'other' job, I find it necessary to resign from my 
, 7:00 PM / 0:00 PM position as Executive Director. It has been a wonderful, uciting 

For (rossdressers. Meni1f8s and so,:ial ga1h~ings fwlfi d" four yean here at lngenoll, and I leave with feelings of sadness, 
.. L _____ c;,;;o;,;,illfi~•:.::"::'lial:,-~A~p~la:';!":!'o~k~a~ll!;JY~°"::!":•:·,~~~o~~:;;·!:_'_

s
' ... ·r .. en•,-a_n_d==-relitf, joy, and gratitude. There are far too many people to 

,u=, =~a-=:====:;=:=~=== 
I J/~~l//,/. ~~e/<tf~ ~~':9a'- l/b 

L_ ~~[NJlU~~~~t~ 
All Mondays in Jan11al)•: Amazino Cha . 

, • . ,, nges, an AA <,roup for 
<,ender-1m,oll,ed people: 6.-oo.7_.00 pm 

All Wednnda_a·s in J~n11ar,•: T.\' (,'roup (Referral Only) 7:.J0-9:.J0 PM 
Afl Th11rsdaJ'S ,n Jan11ary• Drop In r>rou ,ltn ,l 

. . • v, P ,,.;pen., 7-9 P.M 
All Fridavs u, Jan 110,..,. T"rrc.t ''upp t (j' • -.~- ,.., I•> •> Of'. ,roup (Op .1 

Jan11a1J• JZ: Jn!ln-so//& rd . en., IJ./0 PM 
& • a meeting 7:00 p,n . IJ:.J0 

Jan11ary J.J: Fl M S11pport Gro"f'. 7:30.9:.J0 pm. p,n. 

thank for their love, care and all 'round support of me in the job. 
I especially want to thank Manha, Robin, and Kim for their love 
and support. 

I believe that lngenoll is in very capable hands with KEE 
coming on board as Office Manager. Give her all the support 
you have given me in the last few years, and she'll do well indeed. 

I will continue to publish The Ingersoll Message up through the 
March, 1998, issue, and then will turn that over to someone else 
to take over. 

Thanks again for a great time. 



helterton's lnllals 
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f,v (and Queen! of the beasts 
rir.:--r:-:---.e=-.,.,.=--,~-,fledglng news repc111er would !eel ___ d 

1auanea■ __ time. 
__ e. c ___ e. ___ 11tite. 

~kname fOf rixw mother's daughter. 
ted dCll4nh code. 
up&aywllh ___ -rea 

? 
tone name. 

uary can bl1ng _____ _ 
• you can go Into 11 across. 
b1t,utary of Nie Amau,n River. 
aclOn and t1 dOMI are tomtllmH refentd to as this. 
--· PQ.._. Pan _ _. llu __ . Mia __ . 

rll1h dlunllL 
71'WO_.L 

:~crull~s. 
legallve response. 

rMCtme• a peson and dl1nll one too many toasts_ 

Acron 

,,--.... -
What Nevada cJty and A•orney General have In 

mmon: fL--· 
--,..-t--+---'-Rldlard Gere's fnllala. 

Abbr. whldl means 'that Is lo s,(. 
The9t! can cause 11 down. 

~ you go after mlddle school (lnlt >-
"1ger90ll la agreat plaee ___ ·_· 
A computer lley. 

121A met11c abbrevlatloR. 
Wtllll we all llaW along.,.._ our ·ctowns·. 
Thia bllr wlfl dean you. 

a. Not happy. One lllnd a 1st. 
a. The total. Pren• meaning 'hM'. 

11. Llllea clothes of the the other A strong desire. 
1. Chemlcal Imbalance can cause thlL 11. Two small preposlOonL L11ttn legll upresalon. ·---- contendere: 
.. ·ues1,tes ot and___ n. Tattle. Blue and~-
ZI. Lennon's~ --- ,a. Two compass po6nta. Four d the five word bullders. 
22, Loolllng tor help With gender Issues? n. •--• T __ , s __ , R__, c . \lletnamese name. 
:It. llallan ~,vu. 71. SHtlle's address -- ..L _a_. -'-• -"-· 
21. Archele wordwtllehmeans in case' or·unteaS'. 79. 5-legays and women find ltfun to fOOllfor I A P'~lon and an artlde. 
%7. Smllf puposlllon. 82. What you malle In January and breall In Febiu Whll you get lfom 11& down 
21.. AbbreVlallon of Lefrl opposite. a Francl1eo, Diego, Antonia. and lemadlno hn !".!. Co~~e. ....... 
21. Amencan lnltlats. In common. ....... r "" ,,..,_...,..,..ys. 
IO Mo~ l'rom one gender to anoflff. a Jovian moon. Woman's nlcllname. 
si. Sonlectmes. a famlly doesn't Include a Ma • Sameas"'7 across. 
X Architect: lies Van der -- --· • What Chicagoan's caU their railway. 
aFlrst1WOl,.lal1cAa1eq.ieiT.w_;;,.nswer. 5

-J r __ , B .... G _. P __ • Gllts-to-bolfL 
a. What you uy when ,vii 'H hurt. JI. lnlllals for a Spo!IM:· Abbi. lbr boys-to-glrlL 
40. Oppollte Of endings :· MGrNII letter. • In SeatHe, the Lesbian Resource Cenler (lnl.> 
&Z, Splntlh one. • an'• name: c-• ffo,n f'rench -d for Kt- What those In fallOf Sllf. 
41 Tallatlas-·

1 
llate. 12. Anoeher wa,d kif N7 across. , ~ credl-t1lwf• uy: We"n malle I on Yo • 

41. Two letters Which ,ound HIie a ullor"s ans-r II. Abbr. tor hojy tlbe. L Whal you have In addition to your ·hlOti.-':'- -
4&.81 __ _. w __ .., 

9 
__ .,.Gu • !JT.lrl1hnameforyourdad. .Ho co_ So Go Bo 

• What ChnstlneJorgens- ;;.- •· Hanle on I. !.~ --•p H cf ~If _..., --· 

80. Not morethan one time. 
11. woman·s nkllname. 
a3 14 __ _. Th ___ • OI ___ , R_ __ . 
M. 'Mlo11e welcome at fnge,soll: (lnl\.l 
SJ. The plurat d a Jewish woman·• name. 
91. Alf five bultdlng blocks - mt Jed up. 
93 ·Moonllghl In_· (ablw l 
... ,.. __ It fL_Ce, P __ ce. P __ . 
•·--"' __ d, __ nse, __ 1 
II. Emergency letters. 
101. Aaometlmea nlcllllllme for ChrldOPher. 
102. Two antique ldtchen flreplace ~•ements. 
tot. 'Much __ About Nathlng'. 
109. Dirt. 
101. WhlfRhlno'a a~ staugt.tered. 
110. ___ y. T _e, ___ t, ___ cer, F __ t. 
111. f'rench seaakllnesa: __ de Mer. 
111 LeltUS lo Gutet you cto.in. 
111 G•den lmplemenl 
111. Anothernegatlve anw,er. 
tta Another small prepollllon. 
120. Flrtl name of a pe,fed '10'. 
122-Condllonll word D. t , ... t 99. Olufn. • A ,i' -,, ,-_-.. ;_d4.:---•menl. 

... Togoove~d~ ~;.:ing with. 100. Otdwo«tfor ·~. L J -- i T;;; n~v 
11. Abbf. for I gendef persOfl.. 101-Ceremonlal cle1nHness. l n-~ aO _;;and a:.::_ to Pfoduce the offspring. 
M. A!IIICller word tor 'dnema': f 103. Birth conlrol devta. I.All alone. 
It. W!\111 ~ ffllllhl 1ayto a nuniiiet of peoptt °'"._ lo.. Marg•ef's nkllname. l _______ acold and darll month. 

vau,doof. IOI. How to add.en an MTF t. 'To bunnounced' (lnlt.) 
11. P __ .., S Re Be I07. A cNonlde "°"' thepetl. 1. Small preposition. 

--- __ _. --- IOl.ltUb ___ Scr&AI __ _, IIIUb . ~Theoppo■lteofbelngudfs __ • 
109. Decorative llems Utltd ID l'ftaiea neclllace. I. To ponder. ---
111. C1111f and Lar.lf's partner 
11Z. What yuudo U you drQP. 



We're all open enders 
Considering blenders, benders 

T ranscenders; 
Avoiding offenders, 

Eschewing pretenders, 
And Post Modem Mender::;. 

We're the best of contenders 
In straps or suspenders: 

Defenders of genders 
Oppressed by big-spenders. 



~ ~~- :O!Ki4f" 
ByMarian-

Rap--
Crap! 

Rap IS Crap~ 
Don' be a SAP! 

It's all JI VE 
Goodness Sakes ALIVE! 

Big Deal, 
It's a STEAL' 

Anyone can Rap, 
It's a Trap! 

They just want yo' MONEY 
They don' really care, HONEY! 

They jus' wan' yo' MONEY 
They jus' wanna scare SONNY' 

They got nothin' better to DO 
Than lay a scare on YOU! 

Decrease your intelliGENCE, 
Just lay down yo' money GENTS! 

If ya' really wanna give it AW A y 
Jus' slide that jack on over my WAY! 

I won't insult y A' 
1 won' play you for a fool' 
I just want your cash too· 

It's a money money making TC)OL 
And I ain't any kind of FOOL. ' 

lOJE~ ~~5 
By christie karis 

GOLDENSTRANDSOFCRYSTALHUE 
ENFOLD MY SEA, CARESS MY SHORE, 
ENVISIONED SPACE FOR SOUTUDE, 

MY CASTAWAYS ARE WELCOME TOO! 

AMIDST THE DIN OF CITY STREETS, 
O'ER THE EARTH MY PUFFY FLEECE, 

TO PONDER THIS, THE CONTRAST VIEW, 
MY GOLDEN SANDS I GIVE TO YOU. 

THIS ORB YOU CALL THE EARTHLY PLANE, 
YOU'VE C HOSED TIME TO MERGE AGAIN 

THE LINES, THE PLANS, AND ACUMEN, 
BY WALKS AMONG THE MICE AND MEN. 

FOR IN THE PLACE WHERE LILIES GROW 
KISSED BY SONGS OF ZEPHYRS, KNOW 

THAT HERE THE YIN AND YANG ARE ONE, 
THOUH WONDER LEAVES YOUR WORK UNDONE. 

CHILD, DO NOT FEAR TO REACH INSIDE 
TO FIND THE SELF, FOR WHICH IS MINE, 
TO SIT WITH ME, TO STROLL THE SHORE; 

TO DANCE AMONG THE STARS, AND MORE. 

I GIVE YOU BEACHES TO EXPLORE, 
TO GINO AGAIN, YOUR LOST LENORE, 

"IP."'~-.,- DISCOVER GARDEl\S YOU SO ADORE, 
WHERE ALL IS ONE AND NOTHING MORE. 



(What Do You Do, in) ro~ ~ASHjl;l'ON fg?~w, 
By Marian 

Up where I live. it has been knO\,\'n to rain 
Matter of fact, rumour says every day 
Oh yes I live up where it is ever green 
But I travel "here it's bright but grey 

What do you do in the Washington rain? 
Someone said to me in L A one day. 

How do you live with the Washington rain" 
What can you do when it rams every day? 

And to them this is what I had to say: 
Listen close cause I won't tell you again! 
Up there it don't rain all day every day 

But when it does, we just wear a big grin 

Now what you do in the Washington rain 
Is Just stand in the rain wearing a grin 

Then what you do in the Washington rain 
Is wash away all your troubles and pain 

Just let it rinse your soul clean again 
Go on and let it make you sane again 

Then you wait till the warm sun shines again 
And when it does your new life can begin 

Come on up home to the Washington Rain 
I make my home in the Washington Rain 

Get yourself clean with the Washington Rain 
Begin again in the Washington Rain 

Come on and stand in the Washington Ram 

--- .......... -

l~ ti~'Hl\'..u 
=-~ By Marian 
IF1& 

I am a father, it is no bother. 
I got a daughter, an' this I taught her 

got to go to school, 'Bide by the golden Rule 

And to Look both ways, that honesty pays 
got to pay the toll. and to Rock 'N Roll, 

I thought she was cool, but she's the Devi l's tool 

I said, let us go see the Stones, 
An' she let out, with some big groans. 

An' said to get "Out of my face, 
I would rather hear Ace of Bass. 

The Stones are so old, that thay are growin' mould 
An' I have too been told, that they are ready to fold 

Do I look like a big fool? I don' dig no geezer drool 
it's a ger-i-a-tric crock, I don' wan' no Geezer Rock" 

I was so stunned at being shunned 
But I fought back, 

Thought 'bout g1vin' her head a shot, 
but a bully I am not 

Haven't you heard that "Moss grows bad, on a Rolling Stone?" 
Am I a nerd? Don McLean, Dad, also an old bone 



b11l~ L~imt~t.ss 
(A work in progress) 

By Linda 

Visions and dreams and thunder roles. 
She found her live in the evening throes. 

Elephants, Tigers and Rambucks lie 
Waiting for the day they will die. 

A golden-haired princess stands in the snow 
Covered with blue light from head to toe. 

A prince appears with a tear. 
For he knows only one is there. 

She, with he begins the journey to find the key. 
They wade through the loam to the base of the 

dome. 

They climb the tower that winds to right; 
The one that is familiar and foll of fright. 

And when they reach the top, now she can see. 
That the tower, the tower, the tower is Free. 

The tower the tower the tower is me. 

ff 

't.i.1 ~~i«rru:o 
By Barb 

When first I began this strange little jaunt, 
The very last thing on my mind 

Was anything -- even accessories -­
That as 'practical' could be defined. 

I wanted the frills and the flounces, 
The cocktail dresses and more -­

And the warm and the fuzzy and comfy? 
I would say would be strictly a bore! 

So, I filled up my closet with heels and such; 
And with cute party dresses galore. 

And I sorta went broke and I froze all the time, 
And my feet were incredibly sore. 

So, as I got into transition 
I decided I'd better transit, 

So I bought some jeans in whites and in greens 
That were WARM and looked good 'cause they fit 

The closer I got to my womanhood 
The less dress-up I wanted to play. 

And it seemed really silly, 
Not to mention expensive 

To wear party dresses all day. 

Now the things that remind me of all these changes 
Are the simplest things in the world. 

In my little white flats and less makeup, 
I find fm much closer to being 'girled'. 



ms~~ t021u. lOCUtilu Tiit ~tASS 
By Marsha Botzer 

She's always in the mirror, 
Hidden just behind the glass: 

Calling to me soft.ly, 
Yearning to be free. 

She's been kept imprisoned there 
For what feels like a thousand years -­

A lifetime of hopes and fears, 
And cried a million tears 

She lays down with me eve,y night, 
Softly, sweetly, caressing, 

Nuturing my soul, 
Dreaming to be free --
The best part ofme 

I can stand your pain no longer. 
You're a perishing tbwer 

Dying of broken heart, 
Imprisoned behind tJ1e glass 

Can you ever forgive me : 5 
For keeping you there? ~ ![ 

One warm, summer morning, ~ 
I smiled and took your hand 

It's been there for me all along~ 
It took all the courage I had. 

You've been locked away 
Inside me for so long 

And now you're finally free 
You're the bet part ofme, 

Your happiness gives me such joy. 
You make me tieeJ alive. 

For the first time 
That I can remember, it feels so good to 

Be Me! 

~;,u.q(11Ut5; iOJAY 
By 

It is Valentine's Day, 
1995. 

To compose a verse so gay 
I wi 11 now strive. 

But not, oh so gay, 
That tme sentiment is lost. 

What I want to say, 
Must be sincere at all cost. 

Too often, this day 
Have I let pass 

With no word to say; 
I regret, alas. 

I have no proud name, 
Not even a smal I fortune 

Nor a bit of Fame. 
Can't even sing you a tune. 

And I know that my love 
For you is often suspect. 
But I give what I have: 

All my love and respect. 

I swear it's tTue, even though 
At times I've been a fiend, 

And then it may not seem so. 
But you are my best friend. 

Many times I've failed 
In my anger at you and Heaven. 

Both I have railed --
To You, I pray to be forgiven. 
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