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Much has been said and
read aboul the “search for
identity.” When thal search
also involves a search for gen-

der, the problem is com-
pounded,

The introduction to this
book is written by Harry Ben-
jamin, M.D,, an endocrine-
logist who is engaged in re-
gearch on transsexualism,

Christine  Jorgensen was
born George Jorgensen Jr. on
May 30, 1926, an apparently
normal baby hoy who
emerged an attractive and
feminine young woman in
Denmark 26 years laler, In
this volume, the world-famous
transsexual relates her ex-
periences hefore and  after
ransformation,

George Jorgensen Jr. was
an effeminate, smoolb-
cheeked youth who had
served as a privale in the
United States Army, Having
preferred dolls to fire engines
as a child, his inclination to-
ward feminity was intensified
when he realized he was in
love with a former Army bud-
dy. This, according to Dr.
Benjamin, was not the love of
a homosexual, hut actually
the love of a woman for a
man,

“A homosexual relationship
can only exist between two
men who also feel themselves
to be men. A homosexual,
therefore, does not want to
change sex. In typical fash-
fon, Christine shows her dis-
Iike for hoimosexual in-
clinations when she speaks of

her ‘growing horrer of my-

self,’ not understanding that
her problem was trans -— not
homo-sexual,” Js the opinion
of the doctlor,

He believes that Christine's
case cannot he ascribed lo
anything but an inborn, al-
though not heredilary condi-
tion, He explains the theory
that there is a nerve center in
the lower brain, which is the
seat of the instincls, that has
some control over sex behav-
for in later life. Prenatally,
this center is basically female
in all fetuses, whether they be
male or female. “In those,
however, who are genetically
(i.e., by their chromosomal
constellation) male, their
newly formed, tiny sex glands
must produce male hormones
50 that the female center be-
come masculinized. Otherwise
it remains female and femi.
nine-sex hehavior will he the
consequences afler the animal
is born even if that animal is
anatomically a male.”

Absolule scientific proof is
as yel lacking that such ah-
normal events during preg-
nancy can produce the gender
role  disorientation in laler
life. If the theory is con-
clusively proven, it will,upset
the applecart for the psy-
choanalysts who have attrib-
uled {ranssexualism to child-
hood conditioning,

Dr. Benjamin proclaims
this autobiography “a human
document of great medical
value,” Hig reference is to the
psychological reaction of the
patient rather than to specific
medical information, as the

accounts of the hormone in- -

jections, the psychotherapy,
and the operations are not
presented in great medical
delail by the author,

The delermination of
George Jorgensen {o follow
through on his decision fo
change gender is a story of
courage, depression, hape,
frustration, rejection and rici-
cule, During the transforma-

Up to Changeover

tion, he was eassalled with
such would-be witlicisms a8
“I¢ Christine really George?”
and “Christine hy George!”
The hook contains a number
of photographs, the most in-
teresting of which are the be-
fore-and-afier shots of the au-
thor, There are also piclures
of the medical men, Dr,
Christian Hamburger and Dr.
Georg Sturup, of Copenhagen,
The remainder are publicity
pictures of the author taken
during her theatrical career,

Although Christine makes
the statement that *. , , there
had been perhaps thirty cases
of sex conversion on record
before mine,” it is estimated
that ahout 2,000 persons have
undergone sex change sur-
gery, with virtually all of the
operations having been per-
formed in Turope, Morneco,
Japan  and  Mexico. Johns
Hopkins Hospital and the Uni-
versily of Minnesola are (he
pioneers in this work in the
United States.

The Harry Benjamin Foup-
dation, headed by Dr. Harry
Benjamin, is supported by {he
Erickson Foundalion of Baton
Rouge, which also pays {he
cost of {ranssexual research
ai Johns Hopkins, according
to a quotlation from a New
York Times arlicle published
last November,

If this is, indeed, a “person-
al” autobiography — and
most of us didn’t know there
was any- other kind — it is
well written, up to the point of
the (ransformation. From
there on, the author concen-
frates on her aspirations for a
theatrical career,

As for Chrisline Jorgensen,
she has adjusted {o the world
hetter than the world has ad-
justed fo her.—Doris Willkem




