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Much 'has been said and 
read about the "search for 
Identity." When that search 
also involves a searr.h for gen· 
der, the pl'oblem is com­
·pounded .. 

The Introduction to this 
book ls Wl'ltten by Harl'y Ben· 
Jamin, M.D., . an endocrluo­
loglst who is engaged in re­
search on transsexualism. 

Chi·lstlne Jorgensen was 
born George Jorgensen JI'. on 
May 30, 1926, an apparently 
n o r m a l baby boy who 
eme1·ged an attl'active and 
feminine young woman in 
Denmark 26 yea1·s later. Jn 
lhls volume, the Wol'ld·famous 
tl'anssexual reh1tes her ex­
(>erlences before and alle1• 
trnnsCormatlon. 

George Jorgensen Jr. wus 
Rn ef f e m 1 n a t e, smooth­
c h e e k e d youth who had 
served as a private hi the 
United States Army. Having 
preferred dolls lo fire engines 
aa a child, his Inclination lo· 
wal'd femlnlty was intensified 
when he realized he was in 
love with a former Army bud· 
dy. This, according to DI'. 
B~njamin, was not the love of 
a homosexual, but actually 
the love of a woman for a 
man. · 

"A homosexual relationship 
can only exist between two 
men who also feel themselves 
to be men. A homosexual, 
therefore, does not want to 
change sex. In typlcal fash­
ion, Cht•istlne shows her dls-
11 k e for homosexual ln· 
cllnatlons when she speaks oC 
her 'gl'owlng h<il'l'Ol' of my.· 
sell,' not understanding. that 
her problem was ll'ans ·- not 

I. homo.sexual," ls I.he opinion 
ol the doctor. 

He believes that Christine's tion, he was 11ssalled with 
case cannot be ascribed to such would·be witticisms as 
anything but an Inborn, al· "IS Christine really Geol'ge?" 
though not hel'editary concli- and "Christine by George!" 
lion. He explains the theol'y The book conlains a number 
that there is a nel've center In of photographs, the most In· 
the lower bt·ain, which is the tcres!ing of which Rre the be. 
seat of the instincts, that has fore-and·afler shots of the au. 
some control over sex behav- lhol', There are also pictures 
lor Jn later life. Prenatally, of the medical men, Dr. 
this center is basically female Christian HaJnburger and DI'. 
Jn all fetuses, whether they be 
male or female. "In those, Georg Sturup, of Copenhagen. 
howevel', who are genetically The remGindcl' are publicity 
(I.e., by their chromosomal pictures of the author taken 
constellation) male, their during her theafrlcal careel', 
newly formed, tiny sex glands 
must produce male hol'mones A!Uiough Christine makes 
so that the female center be- the statement that " ... there 
come masculinized. Othel'wise had been perhaps thirty cases 
it remains female 11nd fem!- of sex conl'Crsion on record 
nine. sex behavior will be the before mine," it is estimated 
consequences aJtel' the animal that <ibout 2,000 person.~ have 
ls bo1·n even iC l.hnt animal is undergone! sex change l!1Jr· 
anatomically 11 male." gery, with virtually nll oC the 

Absolute Rclcnlific rn·oof is operations hnving ber.n per­
ns ~·ct lacklnJ! lhal such ab- formed in l~uropr., Morocro, 
normal events durin~ 111·e~- .Japan mHI Mexico. .Johns 
nancy can produce lhe gender Ho11ki11s Hospit.11 and the Uni· 
role dl!lorientGtion Jn Jaler versil~· of Minncsola nre U1e 
life. If lhe theory is con- pioneers In this work iu lhe 
elusively proven, it wil,l.upset United Slates. 
lhe applecart for the psy- 'rhe Harry Benjamin Foun­
choanalysL~ who have attrib· dation, headed by Dr. Harry 
uted transsexualism lo child· Benjamin, is suppo1·ted by the 
hood conditioning. Erickson Foundation oC Balon 

D r . Benjamin proclaims Rouge, which also pays tho 
this autobiography "a hum'3n cost of ll'ansscxual research 
doc11ment of great medical at Johns Hopkins, according 
value." His reference is to the lo a quotation from ?. New 
psychological reaction of the York Times arlicle published 
patient rather than to specific last November. 
medical information, Gs the If this ls, indeed, a "person· 
accounts of the hormone in- al" autobiography - and 
Jections, the psychotherapy, most of us didn't know there 
and the opel'atlons are not was any other kind _ it I~ 
presented In !(l'eat medical well written, up to the point of 
detail by the author. t 11 e lranoCormGlion. Frorn 

Th e delel'mination of there on, the author conccn-
George Jorgensen to follow f:rates on he1· a5piralion.s for a 
through on his decision to theatrical cal'eer. 
change genrler is a story of As for Christine Jorgen~n. 
courage, depression, hope, she has adjusted 1.o lhe world 
frustration, rejection and ridi- het<er than the world ha~ 'ld· 
cule. During the lran~for.ma- justed to her:.-Do~i5 Wlllkom 


