


BOOKREVIEV: The Gender Trap

by Chris Johnson & Cathy Brown with
Wendy Nelson. Proteus, 1983 (521,50)

«ss THE GENDER TRAP describes itself
as "the story of the world's most
unusual couple~-~-they met and togeth-
+er decided to have a child before
pursuing the sex changes both desir-
ed so much.” It 1s the story of
Eugene and Anne.

Eugene 1s the son of itinerant Irish
parents and 1Is brought up...in a
dogmatic Catholic tradition. Society
sends him to a "training school”
which is a 20th century disgrace....
Eugene's childhood is enough to mak
any growing boy a social misfit. Th
wonder of 1t 1Is that he rises above
this and becomes a master of Kung-Fu|
This 1s the sort of compensation to
which the M-F TS often resorts, but
always without rellef....Eugene ap-
pears as a classlc transsexual--at
the age of 5 he knows that he doesnt
feel like a boy....¥Yhat does it feel
1ike to be a man? What does it feel
like to be a woman? I have yet to
meet the genetic male or female who
can tell me, Certainly THE GENDER
TRAP does not answer the question--
it only serves to point up the tradi
tional expectations of our society.

Anne's background 1s entirely differ
ent. She is brought up In a fairly
stable, protective artisan's home 1in
the heart of ifndustrial England. She
is a bright student who is success-
ful in highschool, winning a place
In university where she meets a boy-
friend whom she eventually marries,
But she is a tomboy whose mother cant
not keep her In dresses and who is
never 30 happy as when she 1Is tinker
ingunder the hood of the family car.
~.Anne's marriage produces no child-
ren because nelther partner wishes
that responsibility. Anne abhors thej
idea of giving birth and appears to
be totally lacking in maternal in-
stincts. When she eventually does
have a baby, it is her partner who
assumes the mother role....

Writer VYendy Nelson seems to have
been more concerned with producing a
readable "autobiography" than with,.
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researching the truths of gender
dysphoria, She confuses sex and
ender, and lacks‘knowledge of the
medical and surgical procedures
Involved in sex reassignment. She
tells how Anne and Eugene meet "Or.
5", who relates"the ceold, clinical
details of converting penis to va=-
gina, clitoris to penis.” This 1s
arrant nonsense, In M-F sex reas-
signment the penis is amputated
and part of the stump used to form
a clitoris. A neo-vagina has to be
created by incision. In F-M reas-
signment, hormone therapy may leng-
then the clitoris to about 7 cms.,
but 1t is inadequate for complete
penetration and cannot be used for
urination, Phalloplasty--the surgi-
cal art of creating a penls--is
still in a very rudimentary stage
of development,

As well, Ms, Nelson is misinformed
in calling Dr. Robert Stoller "the
one man who has attempted to make
any lengthy study of transsexualism"
«s++The ploneer work of Dr., Harry
Benjamin and the very solid re-
search carried out by Or. John

Money at Johns Hopkins are complete-
ly overlooked., (Continued on p.70)

GATEWAY GENDER ALLIANCE

Publishers of the Phoenix
Monthly-International

International support organization

for the '

female-to-male male-to-female
transsexual and crossdresser

(a3, I

{6 pmto 12 pm P5T)

PO Box 62283
Sunnyvale, CA 94088

WANTED! ! !
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NOUS VERSE. Send submissions to:
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Ontario, Canada M5W 1P4,













EEMALE

Zemale, fLeel male., Cvea since [
Lelt the need to choose [’d
choose male. I Zelt Boy ~ythumas
when I was in knee pants. So I
stayed in knee pants, I s0d8ed
when I had to use the pubiic
ladies’ noom. My underngarments
made me Reush, Every Laminine
gesture I affected Zaom my molhen
Aumidliated me.

I ran arocund with a pack of .
wolues, I puked cn every pinalore.
Growing breasts was a nighitmare,
In angea I cuil off all my hain

and Anedi glassy-eyed Lefore god.

I Regged him 1o place me in my

own farbaric race. The male nace.
The nace of my choice,

In answen he injected me with all
the charactenistics of my gendena.
suliry., fanguid. wanion. dip into
dummen skiats, go down wiith a
narrow-hipned Loy Behind a Rowling
alley., Réeed, come. £i¢¢ my womék,

the mistit massacres the musiang
nony just to Leeld the dofi nise of
maridyn montoe against Ais chesit,

L20ated, pregnant, I crawid thau
the sand. like a lame dog. €ike a
caal., pull my fait Rady 8elléy to
the sea. pure edge. pull my haizn
out 4y the noois. nolld and drag
and clew ¢ike a Ritch., like a
bitch, eike a Litch,

w-Pait; IR Anrie 1967

social status of the opposite sex.

COMPARATIVE DEFINITIONS

HOMOSEXUALITY: behaviorally, the
act of sexual stimulation between
any two people of the same sex;
psychically, the condition of being
romantically and sexually aroused
by and attracted toward a member

of one's own sex, conslstently, In
imagination or action.

TRANSSEXUALISM: behaviorally, the
act of living and passing in the
role of the opposite sex, before
or after having attained hormonal,
surgical, and legal sex reassign-
ment; psychically, the condition
of people who have a conviction
that they belong to the opposite
sex and are driven by a compulsion
to have the body, appearance, and

TRANSVESTITSM: behaviorally, the act
of dressing In the clothes of the
opposite sex; psychically;, the con-
dition of feeling compelled to cross
dress, often 1In relation to sexual
arousal and attainment of orgasm.

--Richard Green, M.D. & John Money,
Ph.D., TRANSSEXUALISM AND SEX .
REASSIGNMENT, Johns Hopkins Press,
1969 (copyright).

* o *

HOMOSEXUALITY is a sex problem, af-
fecting two persons, a sex partner
{(of the same sex)} being a primarily
and generally indispensable pre-
requisite,

TRANSSEXUALISM is a sex and gender
problem, the transsexual being pri-
marily concerned with his (or her)
self only, a sex partner being of
secondary although cccasionally
vital Importance.

TRANSVESTISM 15 a social problem

with a sex and gender implication,
the transvestite requiring no sex
partner (for hls cross-dressing).

-=-Harry Benjamin, M.D., THE TRANS-
SEXUAL PHENOMENON, Julian Press,
1966 (copyright).







DEAR RUPERT (cont'd. from p.7}
scouting around because I'm not too
wild about Dr., Laub. Anything you
can tell me will be greatly appre-
ciated, I wish I could get Into
some kind of mind control or hypno-
sis because I'm really terrified of
all the physical pain involved, I
have a very low pain tolerance lev-
el *u*

After your hysterectomy, did you
lose interest In sex, the ability
to climax or have bad mood swings?*
**#0id you change your hormone dos-
age after surgery? If so, from what
to what?*****Al] information and
advice-=-badly needed!

-=d.L,

{*When I fLinat explained my 7Sism
to my fFathern, I used the team "4i-
sexual™: female on Zthe outside But
male on the {nside as I had not yet
heand the fteam "transsexual®, He
Fust said that Ae woutd Lay Lo gei
a piychiatrist fon me to show me
that the 2ife of a girl can Le ne-
warding. "%Those aedranch Lindings
on phalloplasty are now 171 yearns
out of date. I péan Lo soon fegin
compiling cunrent {nfoamaiion and
neferrnals re: phalloplasty, eic. in
my MANUAL FOR FEMALES-TO-MALES,
#r¢dr, Leo Wollman, now semi-nelin-
ed, {4 a hypnothernapnist who Aas, in
the past, Aypnolized 75 patients
prion to undeagoing sax neassigne
ment sungeny. Why don't you contact
a hypnotherapnist in youn own anea?
ne8eye, aften my hystenecetomy, I
did not fose my sex unge, oragasmic
ability oa have (Lad) mood swings,
rnRedion, I did change my hormone
dosage allern the Aystenrcetomy., £rom
1 ce, Delatestryl (1.M.) every Lwo
weeks Lo 1T ce. ecvery Lhree weeks,
You shoutd consulit an endocrinolo-
gist after yourn Aysterectomy re:
youn decareased hormonal dosage. )

Thanks for the Feinberg booklet. I
am suspiclous of publications like
this. They usually have an axe to
grind and, while they may make some
pecple think twice, they are more
likely to bring discredit to trans-

sexuals. The so-called "diary" 1is
very poorly written and does not
even make 1t clear as to the gender
role that Diane was In when a par-
ticular episoed occurred, The read-
er is left to guess.

-=Susan C, Huxford, Executive Din-
eceton, FACT/GenderServe, Hamilion,
Ontanio
I have been en}oying receiving and
reading METAMORPHOSIS, I think 1t

is a wonderfully informative news-

letter on femalie-~-to-male transsexuals,
~=Dan Herzeg, M.S,W., Prof. Advison

I'm so glad you have been able to

take up the slack in Canada, publi=-
shing a new newsletter and carrying
the banner for those who suffer from
our unusual l1ittle medical problem.

I am honored to have been Iinvited

to be among your original subscrlbers,

wPoule I ?icintletd, #.].

Meon And Boys

"THE DIFFERENCE BETUEEN MEN AND BOYS,
IS THE PRICE OF THEIR T0YS”.
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