Body In Drag Dredged
m:'m

The Harbor Unit discovered the body of
4 young man partially clad in women's
dothing floating in the Hudson River near
W. 34th St. Tuesday afternoon, said 10th
Precinct police.

According to police, the man was wear-
ing high-heels and a wig when his body
was discovered, but no identification was
found. Police said that the time and cause
of death were unknown.

Mystery surrounds new pier death

Atsuko Mori, a 22-year-old Japanese
woman studying English in Manhattan, last
Friday took her friend’s dalmatian for a walk.
Like many people, she walked along the West
Side waterfront. But they never finished the
walk. There are still no official witnesses, but
police say they believe the dog dived over the
traffic barriers atthe water’s edge. Mori, police
believe, dived in after the dog to retrieve it.

Police. and then divers, arrived and Mori
was still alive when she was rescued.  But she
died soon after at St. Vincent's Hospital. The
Medical Examiner’s report, released yesterday.
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“A lot of times there arc suicides there.”
Sgt. Edelle James. a police department
spokesperson, said of other cases. “They just
Jjump in."”.

One harbor police officer. whoasked not to
be identified, said: “If there was a fence. it’d
make our job a lot easier.”

So far there are no witnesses to what
happened, At least one person, apparently.

says the cause was accidenul drowning.

And now, on the parking lot beside the
piers, as has happened before. mourners cluster,
this time around an altar made of candles,
bouquets and offerings on broken pilings.

“She was [a] very kind person.” said Yasue
Orsuki, a friend of Mori. after placing some food
she said Mori liked on the altar.

Despite the official report, some people are
still trying to figure out what happened.

“She was a good swimmer,"” said Marion
Butler. the director of the Cambridge Schools,
where Mori was stidying. "The family could not

understand how this happened.”

Mori's parents who arrived from Japan.
Butler said, have confirmed that she swam well.
Mori, police said, may have slipped or jumped
inafter the dog. but they say there isno evidence
that anything else happened.

“The water was 38 degrees,” an officer for
the harbor police said.

According to the harbor police. there aré
dozens of degths “in the water” every year in

New York City, and many people are pulled
Continued on page 7

HAVE ANY LINGERING DOUBTS , JUST TAKE A STROLL DOWN

“In the best possible world, maybe there
could be life preservers here. Buthow long you
think they would last?" another officer said.

The piers and the parking lots next to them
belong to the State Departmentof Transportation.
The State D.O.T. bought it for Westway, the
highway that never got past the drawing board.
Plans arc now underway 1o build Route 7A
there, butitisexpected to be a decade before that
is completed.

“They [the State DOT] have been consistent
inrepairing the fences and the barrier," said Ben
Green, executive director of the Federation to
Preserve the Greenwich Village Waterfront.
“Asfaras maintaining sccurity, I think they have
done a good job. Local people have historically

heard Mori once she fell in the water. They ™ “Hiedito set to the water anv wav the can "

shouted for help at around 6:25 P.M. Officers.
(Christopher DelSante and Parricia Palmer,
police at the time nearby in a car,
d minutes later. According to police,
the alert over the radio. reaching 911,

 the harbor police and fire department by 6:34
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But the fences are repeatedly broken and,
as spring arrives. the crowds are beginning 1o
grow bigger. And, as people walked along the
waterfront, some talking of safety and others
taking in the sun. the memorial for Mori also
grew. with pickled plums and bouguets of
flowers.

“She came 10 study movies,” said Junko
Henmi. another friend. “First, English.”
According to Mori's application to. the
Cambridge Schools, she was interested in art
and had studied art in Japan. She came to New
York early last year, studied at the Center for
English Studyandthentransferred toCambridge
Schools on 43rd St. She lived most recently at
‘the Martha Washington Hotel inGramercy Park.
After Mori's death, the owner of the
dalmatianclaimed the dog from the policestation,
Mori's parents arrived in New York with her
younger sister. The Japanese Consulate
organized funeral services, which were held
yesterday evening at Walsh and Cassese Funeral
Home on Jamaica Ave. in Queens. :
Mori's parents visited the piers. where
peaple climbed over the traffic barricr tolay the
objects on the i
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