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KYMB£R L £ 1BWS CL IPBO ARD . . .  cont 'd  trom pg. r 
manage t o  ge t  themse lves in trouble e i ther  
de l iberate ly o r  unwi t t ing ly  -- and the med ia  i s  ALW AYS 
qomq to rPpod on th.at  ::iJe-DublP , frpqupnfly pu t t ing  our 
c ommur1 1 ty  in  d bdd l ight l� the process . And ne ither y ou 
or f are  ever  go ing t o  cnange tha t ,  no mat ter  how hard 
we try . Nor do  I cons ider , t  journa hsti ca lly  e th ica l  to  
" sugarcoa t " the  truth by r ewr iting those news repo r ts to  
losP thP h.ard rp.a )i t ips  I 'm sorl'y , but  th.at ' s  thE> w.ay l ifp 
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f suspec t tha t a lot of this a t t itude is rooted in  the 
d ifficulty many o f  us  have  had in accep t ing ourselves for 
what we art' and i n  ge t t in g  o t hers to accept us . I know 
fr om pprsonal  l?XpPriPncP how difficult  t h.at  is , ,;ind I c .. n 
umler stand to some de<]ree that many w ould pre fer not to  
be  reminded wha t k ind  of  a wor ld we  l ive  in and how tha t  
wor ld  r eacts (often  violen t ly )  to our  commun ity . Bu t· I 
am a lso  a r e a l is t , and I be l ieve that by pub l ishing the 
s t or iPs  o f  thPSP rPac t ions WP may bP bPf tPr p,-ep.ar ing 
our se Ives fo,- what might happen , and pe,-haps modlfy our 
behaviors t o  avo id the same th ings happen ing  to us . 
I do have  another  frus tra t io n : When these  same readers 
c omp la in about too much "bad news " .  they invariab ly 
suggPst th.at WP rr;,pr in t all thP foaturr;, adic )r;,s that our 
many f,ne support organizations manage to get  wr itten 
for newspaper s '  "J ifesty  le " sections The problem is that  
these art1c les are  nearly a lway s wr itten t o  present  
informat ion about  crossdressing to an  un informed 
audir;,ncP , .and I h,..vi;, nevr;,r sr;,rn an ar t ic li;, th.it would  bp 
usefu1 to "Cross-Ta lk " r eaders . They s,mp1y say things 
that w'E a lready know and want THEM (the gener a l  public) 
to  understand . 
So what  1 s  a poor  frus tra ted editor /pubhsher supposed  
to do ? 'welJ , th is  onr;, has dPcide>d to  1?l immatP her 
frustrat ions by e l iminat ing their cause . E ffect ive w ith 
th is issue , "Ne w s w ir e " wi ll no  longer carry ma ins tream 
news reports , but w i l l  concentrate on the  new s  of the  
gender  commun i tt,i i t se l f .  (Those who  subscr ibe to the 
"Cross-ConnPct ion " 88S wiJ J  find a m .. insfrp,..m nr;,ws 
summary.. as part of the  "Cross-Talk " publications menu , 
but  it w i l l  on ly be updated infrequent ly as we find 
s uffic ient  mater ia l  to  fil l the  space .) 
Now if 4 ou are  one of those readers who comp la ined , y ou 
mily feel  l ikP cPlebrahng , but . . .  if I hear from Pnough 
readers who fe1t that OUY ra::a,nstre am oover age (even the 
negative news)  was valuab le to them , then I may 
reconsider th is  decision 'in ti:\£> future 
And if at some po int I do decide to  re instat e  the "bad 
m>ws " ,  then I hopP a faw of thr;, complainr;,rs throw aw.ay 
their rose co1ored g losses and star t  beinq honest w,th 
themse lves about tne community the ir l ifesty le has made 
them a member of .  

I COG_I TO E RGO F E M  
- - t4nne 8hckW'OOd I 

I hP.-.r so much about "in fighting " in thr;, T,,  .ansgr;,ndPI' r,,d 
Community . To begin w ith , "in fight ing " 1mp1 ies U, at  we  
are  one  un ited community . We  are  not . We  are not  the  
Transgendered Communi ty . We ar e the Transgendered  
Commun i t ie s . S ince  there are sever a l  commun it ies " in 
fighting " is .an Prronr;,ous tPrm , and onP which o.an bP 
mis lead ing because of its aforement ioned ,mp1icat,on . 
Ky mberle1gh th inks it time I commen ted on this subjec t  
I u s e d  t o  s e e  a bumper sticker which read , " O n e  Wor ld , 
One People . Please . " I on ly ever saw i t  on whi te  people 's  
o.ars . Only pr;,op)p who Me> b lind to thr;,  r ichnPss of 
diver-sity of oultul'es could w ant "One People " And of 
course that  "On e  Peop le " is "my " people . 'W'ha t tllis fa i ls  
t o  take into account is that people of d iverse backgrounds 
can  l ive and work together ( though y ou wouldn ' t  know it  
by what 's  going on in thP Midd lP E.as t ) . D ivers? pPoplPs 
can work together to solve common problems . I say , "One 
w'or Id , Five Billion People . Please . "  
Why can ' t  we face  the fact that we are not a single un i ted  
community ? Why can ' t  members of these commun i t ies  
rr;,cognize> and aclmcwledgP thP fact that  oftr;,n t 1me>s TVs , 
TSs and T Is are on oonflicting s ides of an issue ? What ·s  
righ t for a TS is not wha t is  r ight for a TV . If  it were  
there would be n o  distinchon between  them . If tliere  were 
no  d is t inction we  would  on ly need one term . Queer . 
ThPr" H. a rr;,as;on why the "T " in T AG st.ands for 
" 'Tr ansvestite " .  T AG was conceived to deal w ith the 
issues of  the transvest ite , and only the transves t ite . I did 
not , and do not , intend to be elitist . I don 't think 
transvest ites  are any bet ter or worse than any other  
group , but  I .. m a transvestitP and can only spPak t o  
transvestite concerns . I have a vested interest  in 
transves t ite  issue s .  
Because each community has its own issues , i t  1 s  
impossible for one organizat io n  to  represent a l l  the 
ocmmunitiPs . Ultimate ly such .an crg.aniz.at ion wil l  bi;,comP 
a specialized one representing only one of the severa l  
Tr ansgendered communities . Why not  simply recognize 
this to begin w ith and not pretend that  i t  w i l l  be 
other wise  and proceed on this more rea l is t ic basis . I fee l  
Pach community should . have i ts  own advoc.acy gl'oup , .and 
the 1eader-s of  these groups should w ork together on those 
issues where there are common in teres ts .  Q 

•c R055 - TA L IC •  ACCEPTS LETTERS TO THE 
ED I TOR ON C OMPUTER D ISK OR V I A  THE ·cROSS­
CONNEC T ION • COMPUTER BBS . FOLL O'tt' THE 
INSTRUCT IONS ON THE NEXT P AGE ( •SEND ING US 
AN ART ICLE FOR PUBL IC AT ION ? •) _  
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•cROSS- T ALK • •  OR ANY TOP IC OF CONCERN TO THE GENDER COMMUN I TY .  PLE ASE 'tt'R ITE US A T  
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· c H O S S -TH L K .  S U B S C H  I PTI O N  I N F O R MJITI O N  

T H [  - F R [ [  I SS U f  W H f N  YO U G f T  I\\ F R I E N D  
T O  S U BSC R I B E - O f  F E R :  I f  y ou enjoy t he  news , 
e d i t or i a ls , and fe a tu�es �f "Cross-Ta lk " de l i vers  t o  y ou 
" vr;,n.; mon th ,  -..," wou ld iiRE> y ou to introduc" us  to y our 
fr iends m "the- tr an s ge-ndered c ommunity .  When y ou ge\ a 
fr iend to subs c r ib e , we w i l l  e x tend y our subscr ip t ion by 
o ne issue . S imp ly  wri te  y our four -d ig it subscr iber 
number  ( in the  upper  left corner of the m a il ing labe 1) in 
thr;, b lank b" low labE> l l"d "How d id y ou h"al" about 
Cr os s - T a1k ? "  on the subs crib er information for m be low , 
then  xerox the  form and g ive a copy t o  y ou r  fr iends . 
When they  subscribe , we ' 1 1  extend y our subscription . . .  
<:1nd  ther e ' s  n o  l im i t  on the  n umber o f  extensions y ou may 
/"E>CE>lVE> . 

I f  YO U R fC f f Y E D  T H I S  CO PY O f  
·c ROSS - TA L IC - BY S E N D I NG FO R A SA M P L E :  
W e  hope y ou ' re  en joy ing "Cross-Ta lk " ,  the gender 
community 's only indE>pE>ndE>nt month ly nf'wslE> t tE>r .  If  y ou 
w ou1d 1ike  to subscribe, , p lease, complete- 'che, form be,1ow 
and  s end  it back t o  u s  with pay men t . If y ou saw our ad in 
a group nevsletter , w e  \11 ou ld l ike y ou to  put  the  name of 
the group in the blank labe l led "How did y ou hear about  
Cross- Talk ? "  on th" form ,  bE>c«U$'1' thes" gl"oups qE>t 
credit fr om nch ne,w subscription which the,y can use- 'c o  
receive o u r  reprint  series for the ir group lfbr aries . f f  
y ou 're  jo in ing o u r  other s ub scribers , welcome ! 

T H E  ·c i;mss --rAu: ·  Y E L LOW PAG ES : 
"Cross- T<! II:: " pub lishes a comp ilation of various 
r e s ources  ( such a s s tores , therapists , counse lors , mai l  
order source s , e t c  ) for the Southern Ca l iforn i a  gender 
c ommun1tv ca l led �he  "Ye 1 Jow Page s " .  If  v ou l ive in  the 

Los  Ange le s  metropo litan ar ea (z i p  codes s ta r t inq  w i t h  
9 0 0  through  9 1 8 ,  923 thr-ouc_;h 928 , 930 , 93 1 , or 935) , 
y ou may order the  resource gu ide  w i th y our  subscr ip t io n  
b y  wri t ing  "Vp Jlow Pagps " o n  t h ?  blank l inP underneath 
the subscription order ing lines and addmq $2 00 per y e ar . 
IYOTF If y ou are  a memCler of A lpha Chap ter  Tr 1-Es s , 
CH IC , or- P .P .O .C .  y ou do not need  t o  or-der the  "Ye l lo w  
P ages " a s  y ou w i l l  automatica l ly  r ece ive  i t  as  par t o f  
y our member ship . 

T H £  ·c JWS5 - TA UC .  R f  P Jl l  NT S E R I  [5 : We have  
publ ished a series of  r-epr-in t s  from the  ar-ch ives  o f  
"Cross-Ta lk " : 
•F ILM AT 1 1 : THE 6 :00 T . Y .  NE 't,'S llEY IS IT E D " 1s  
a rt>trospe-cHve look at  thl' often-humorous , usua11y 
Clizar-r-e s t or ies  r-epor-ted in the tab lo id press , - or ig ina l lf.d 
presen ted in capsu l ized  form in "Cross -Ta lk "  
,4/so a vaitabft:. . .THE GENDER COMMUN I T V : A 
POL I T IC A L  AND SOC I AL D ISCUSS ION -
. THE TON I CDHPE:ND IUH • 
•THE BEST OF CROSS- T AL K • 
-HEY D AD _ _ _  DO I H AYE TO ._, ATCH THE TY ? .  
To order .am.t reprint t itle . jus t write  the t i t le(s)  on  
the b l.ank l im• undPrnPath th£> subscriptmn l ines , and 
inc,ude $5 .00 for e-ach t it,e- ordered . If  y ou are_ order ing 
P'epr in t s  at the same t ime as y ou,.- s ubscript ion•; pos tage  
and handling are  free ; otherwise include $ 1  DD per  
P'epr int (max imum $3 .00  per order) . 

TO US E T H I S  FO R H  TO R E N EW YO U R  
5 U 6SC R I  PT I O N :  Complete the for- m  and re turn  i t  w ith 
pay men t . P l eas e  include y our four -d ig i t  subscr iber  
number fro m  the upper left corner of the  ma i l i ng  labe l .  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

"Cros s - Ta l k "  CONF I DENT I AL SUBSCR I BER I NFORMAT ION FORM 

Mai l ing Name 
NOTE : We cannot mai l  to "Occupant "  o r  "Boxho l der " 

Mai l ing Address 

Ci t y  S t a t e  

Subscriber I 
i f  renewa l 

Zip  

[ ]  One  year  "Cros s - Ta l k "  subs c ri p t i on ( $ 2 4  / 1 2  issues ) 
[ ]  Two yea r "Cross -Ta l k"  subscript i on ( $4 2  / 2 4  i ssues ) 
[ ] 

Mai 1 t o : "Cros s -Ta l k" 
P . O .  Box 9 4 4  

Woodl and Hi l l s ,  CA 91 3 65 

How d i d  you hear 
about 'Cross-Ta l k ' ?  

( P l eas e make  check  or  money order  payab l e t o  Kymbe r l eigh Ri cha rds . )  
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