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Update on Cyber Censorship Case 
[\\"ushi11~ton. DC July 0. 1998) An~da 

Carclner, ExN·ul iv(' DirE>dor of T he 
Renaissnnc'(' TransgC'nder Association. Inc. wns 
c:allecl to Wnshinj!lon today to give> a deposition 
to I ht' atlornc-y rrprt'SC'11tinl! thr Loudoun 
Count). Virginia libra'I bc-111g suecl by 
Rrnaissan<.'t' (along with othrrs) \\~th thr assis­
tance of thf" American ChiJ Liberties Union. 

Th<' l ,ouclo1111 County puhli(' lihrary sysle111 
s('rY<'S th<' population of Loudoun County. 
Vir~mia through six hm11d1rs and ,c'l'\'C'd 
approxim;iteh· 966,000 c:ilizt'11s who dwc·kt'd 
out mnr<' than 1.7 million hook,. 111n~,vi11c-~. 
dcl<>os. :iuclio cass<>ll<'s and comp:wt dises in 
I 997. Tiu• I .ouclo1111 County lihradc>s eont.1in 
books nnd other mat<'rinls ~11 n wide arra, of 
suhjec:ts. including books pro,·iding informatio11 
nbout snfc-r SC"<; books of inh•r<?st lo the> gav aml 
lc-sbian community: fe>minist litf'ralurC'; books 
such as Ja111es Jo~·t'l'S Ul)ss,·s "hich h:wC' b<-<'n 
suhJe<:t to censorship in the past: romancf' no,·­
els: nnd books ad\'ot·nting political ,it'\\1>0ints of 
e"ery stripP. 

The- libmry hns n connc-dion to the I ntc-rnet 

for c:on1p111<'rs twnilnlilc for public· 11~<'. h111 has 
c>mplo) <'d ;1 blocking softwnrc> progrnm c·:1llr-cl X 
Stop to dc>n)' ncx'<'ss to silP~ the lihm') cll'rms 
pomogmphic. ln addition to tht' Rf'naissarn:c­
sil<' (http://www.rcn.org) blockt>d sitc-s iuduclt> 
The i\ssocmtion of Unin•rsily \\'onlC'n 
Maryland. The Safer Sc-x Page>. and St•rgio 
Arau. a Mexican painter. eomposc-r. and mnsi­
<:ian who lives in Los Angeles 

The> i\CLU mnintnim that thr pl:11nt11Ts 111 

this c·asf' pro,itle ,·nluahlc infonnation for fr<'c 
on th(' lntcrnd , and th(·) sct>k i11j1mctivc- a11cl 
clc-daratory relic{ from lihrary for its rnactml'nt 
and implc>mc>ntation of an lntc>rnc>t :\{'('<'SS polt­
C} that 11rPvc>nts tlie pbintifT.<: from eo1111n11ni­
caling t wir conslilutio111Jly protc•cted SP<'e<:11 to 
patrons of the Loudoun Couuty Libmn. 

The Board of Supervisors of thr Loudoun 
County Library f'Stablishecl a politv entitlC'd 
"Polic:) on Internet Sexual Harassment' in a 
meeting held Ottoher 20. 1997. This policy 
requires that .. sit<?-blO{·king software .. , bP 
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The Movement for Transgendered 
Rights in Canada 

The P,'"l'{e '.,; Vo/re, a newspaper in Canada 
carri£>d an artidr by Chris Frazer in their June 
issur outlining tlw transgrnd<>r mow•nwnt in 
tlwir country. 

Fraze>r writc>s that in 1992, trnnsgender 
acthist Le>slir FE'inberg - nu American Marxist 
- published 'Transgenclcr Librration: A 
f,.lm'E'ment Whose Time Has Come'", a call for 
gr11Cl<"r•<111<>ers to fight th<' oppressivr grndN 
ideology of capitalism. 

FeinbNg's mimifesto minc:ide>d with ,m 
11ps11rgt' m politicul ore;nniz:ing by trans-act hists 
iu thC' Umted Stat<'s and is now gaining ground 
in Canacb. whew two rC'c<'nt clrvelopm<'llts han• 
foc.·11sNI greater publi<: attr11lion on tlie prese1K·e 
of transgen<irr<>d p1•rso11s nncl th<>ir is.sues. 

In Toronto. more thau 250 transgend<>rrcl 
dc-legatc>s nrrivC'd from atross Canncla. the> USA. 
England. and Australia for the 12th i\nnual 
convention of the lntrmatiorrnl Fo11ncfation for 
Gender Education (IF'GEl . Mnrclt 23-W. 

Tl1t> I FG E gath<>ring addressed n mngt> of 
topics - from human rights. to Ill\'. trans-pris­
oners, ge>ncle>r the>ory. spirituality. marriage nucl 
relntio11ships. nml "ho,, -10·· m,lkt>-11p sc-ssions -
lhnt rr0e>ct thr di\'ersit) of politics and issues 
that c.-01wem male>-lo-lemalt:> and fe>male -to­
male tmnss<>xmtls. crossdr<'SSNS, gendc-r-qu<'t'rs. 
and manv othc-rs who simpl) do not <:on form to 
the •·conwntional nonns" grnd<'r iclrntil) II 

co11ti1111td 1111 page 6 



Trt1ns1f.e11tf Pr C1m1m1111il11 Neu;.s & ne,1,·s, Vof.12. No. H 

(f) Chapter & Affiliate Information llJJ 
Cliaplt.•r, 

D elaware 
Wilmington, Delaware: m<><'ts sec­

ond Saturday of <>ach month. Write 
for i11fo to: PO Box 5656, \\'ilmington, 
DE 19808. Phon<>: 302-376-1990 or 
rmail lo: - @aol.c.'0111>. 

Pennsylvania 
Greater Philadelphia: \\'ri te 

Rc>naissnnCt' GPC. 98i Old EaglE> 
School Rd .. Suitc> 7l9. Wayne. PA 
19087. Meets third Saturday of the 
month in King of Pn,ssia. Doors op<'n 
nt I, pm nil Y<'llr 'round. Call 610-975-
H I l9 for informnlion. 

Lehigh Volley/Pocono nrca: 
R<'nnissnnce u-high Valley. PO Box 
:3624. Allrntmvn. PA 1Rl06. ~IC'etings 
on the sE>t-oncl Snturd:w of the month 
iu th<' Allc>ntown arc-:/call for direc·­
lions and mor<' infornmllon. 6I0-821-
2955, or email to <l{PnL\'@rc•11.org>. 

Lower Susquehanna Valley: \\'rit<' 
Hrnaissan('<' LS\' PO BO\ 2122. 
llnrrisbnrg. PA 17105. \l <>Pls 011 tlw 
first Saturday of th<' 111011th. Cnll 7 Ji-
7~0-1 LS\' (7\0- 15,<n or S<'llCl ('lJli\ll 
to: <lsv@<>zonlinr.<orn>. 

,\ffilialn 

California 
Omngc Co11nty: Powder P111Ts of 

C:al,fomia. PO Box 1013',, Yorba Linda. 
CA 926~6 or r-1111111 to 
< [1p0<·@aol .c:0111> 

Connecticut 
B,idgeport/1\c-w 11:wen: 

(.'Ollll<'C'h<.'11n 'i('\\, do Drnist' ~In.son 
PO Bm 22~1. OC',·on. CT 06460. 
\lcmtlilv nC'wsl<>tter and nctwities. 

Georgia 
Atlanta: The American Educational 

CC'ntler Information Service (AEG IS), 
PO Box :3372•1. Dt'c:atur, CA 3(}033-
072.i or <·,111 770-9:m-0244. or c>mnil 
tc,<:iegis@m111cl~pring.com>. 
Information rC'sour('es & refE>rrals. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Ceudn 
E,'Plomtions (A C.E.l. PO Bo, 7i562. 
t\tlant.1. Ci\ 30357. 770-939-2[28. 

Illinois 
Chicago: The Chic·ago CC'nclrr 

Socic>ty. PO Box 57800.S, Chicago. 11 . 
60657. 708-863-77 L4. 

Louisiana 
1 ew Orleans: The Gulf C:c>ndf-'r 

Allinnc<'. PO Box 56836. <'W Orlenns. 
Li\ 70l56-6&16. 504-83.1-3046. Emnil: 
- @juno.com>. 

Missouri 
St. Louis Cendrr Fonnilntion, P.O. 

Box 9 133. St. Louis. \I O 63 ll 7. 
PhonP: 3I .t-367-4I28. email: 
<stlgf@aol.<'<ml>. 

New Jersey 
. Central Jc rSC): 

~lcmmouth/0<.'ean Trans Crntl<'r, 

(\1OTG). write PO Box 29'i2. 
Princeton. 1J 08.543-2972. Cnll 90B-
219-0C$4. Email: ■■■■@lOl.com>. 

Westem Central e" Jcr,;ey: 
\ic\, Jerse\' Support. call Susan at 973-

- or Oomth~ at 215--­
lwr('kt'nd-. 011h ). \\ 'rite> PO Bo, 00:3-4. 
\lont\'ille. NJ 07045 for informnlion. 
Email· - @aul.mm. ~IP<'tings nrP 
tht' fir;t ~atnrday of the- month nl the> 
Unitarian Uni\'l'f<;alisl Chnrc:h of 
\\ 'ashm~on Cro-.smg. 

New York 
Manlrnllan: Mt>tropolitan Cencler 

:'\ etwork (MC ). 561 ll uclson Str<><'I, 
Box J..5 Ne,\ York. l\Y 10014. Call 
ZOl-791-166.'5 cxt. :332. Email. 
_ @,ni1lClspri11g.tom> 

Long l,;land: Long hlancl fE'm111<> 
Expr<•ssion I LIFEl. PO Box 1311. 
\\',1tcr \hll. ~y I l~li6-13ll Phone 
516-28:3-13.'33 c111nil to 
llllll@nol.com>. 

Oklahoma 
Centml Oklnhcmia: Soont>r 

Diversit) p,trt of th<> Central 
Oklahoma Tra11sg<>nd<>r Alliance 
(COTA). Write to P.O. Box 603.5-t. 
Oklnhoma Citv. OK 7:3146. Emnil to 
<<.'<>ta@transf ~m1n<' .ton,> wf'hsit<>: 
<www.trnnsfC'mll1c.c:onv'C'ola> 
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Plione: 610-975-9119 
\.Vl-V\V - http://tctrw.ren.org 
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$5.00 per issue-, $36 pc>r yenr ( 12 
issu<'s). PrC'vious y<'nr bnck issll<'S nre 
nvailnbl<' for $2 p<'r copy plus $0.52 
p<JStage and llilndling. Send d1C'ck or 
M.0. lo tllf' nboH· address. att<-nlion; 
B:wk Issues. 

Editor-in-Chie f - /\ngcl:i Gnrcln<>r 
As,;ist.ant Editor • t\1irt111dn­
Contributing Editors • 

Dinn AmbcrlC' jC's~icn Hmnclon 
I Re> Etsem·tlz JoAnn Hol>C'rls 

Layout & Design • Tr£'elop Prrss 

Bumicss Manager - Glorin -
Oi~tTibution • Emil) Sheldon 

Articles. opinion picc.·es. and letters 
to the' C'clitor .1rr alwn,s wc>k-0111<' 
lcl<>as for articles and opinion piet·<'s 
should bf' s<>nt to th<> Nntio11al 
Office marked J\ttC'nti<>n: &~tor. Or 
rma.il lo <l11mlm@\·oic:(•1wl.l'Olll>. 
Complimrnt.,n ancl irnl<' l<'tt<'rs to 
Iii" c>cl1tor rnnv liP srnt to 1l1<' sanw 
aclclrt>ss. • 

Rc>naissan('<' is a 50 I [c- I[ 3] 11011-prof­
,t orgnni,.ation pro,·icling ed11c.·ahon 
ancl support to tht> transgell(lrr 
comm1111itv nnd tlw e;<'nc-ml p11lili<.. 
If 1011 \\011ld likf' to 111(1kP a tn,­
i)p<fuc:tible don.1tion mnkc nmr 
chr<·k or \1 0.. pn) ,1hl<' lo 
HC'naissanc.·e and SC'll<I it to our 
\l,1tional offiC'e. Your t-011tribullom 
will h<'lp 11s c.-ontin11e 011r efforts tn 
prm idc• !'1lucal1011 about tr,ms~r11-
1kr issurs Donations r:nu also hf' 
,n(ltle through vom locol Unitr-cl 
\Ym agenc'\ 

Elr<:tronic Ci ub~cription~ 
You ~.m ~t'I frnm(!.1·11d1·1 (',,1111111111/ty \ 'nc 1 & 
\ 'wn I hi' 1•111,111 t'\"t'T\' 111011th tlelh ert·tl .1111,nnall• 

t·.JI" n~ht 111 -,,11r .. ~,ail t,m for nnh !-15 ,, n·,or, 

Tiu!'< h.JI 11ft 1lw rt•J!t1br p~p<>r <11h«•npt1011 

r.111' Senti \'011r , I 5 plu< ~nur l'm.1il .,ddrt•s< I<> 
11,,. R e11:11.<Sa111't' Nahm1,1I 01Ti<'t• 
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August already? Can thE' busy 
social Vall srason hf' for nwny? 

Going Social 

It's 110 ~('Cret I hat I can I><' found 
most Frida} ewnings c:I\ orting in n 
short skirt at our local Philadelphia 
hot spot. Shampoo. If you read 
Dina's column I his month vou'II note 
that slw missc-s some of th~ old placc-s 
we nsecl tn h~1ng. One such wa~ a little 

duh. only opc-n on We>clnesclny Md 
Saturday nights, called Swing<>rs. 
Swingrrs was a ~mall. loud, clark, inti­

mal<' space full of scantily dnd 
humans. Ah. those \\·ere the days. 
Shampoo is onl} a palt> substitute for 
Swingers. It's a large, loud, dark space 
fillC'd with sc-antily clnd humans. but 
hey, you go \\'ilh what y,t got, somC'­

timrs. 
Thr n111011nt of fun you hnv<> on 3.11)' 

gi\'rn night in the duh sc<>n<> really. 
like most t'\'C'l)'thing dsr. boils clown 
to who you are with. Either you bring 
fun folks wilh you or you mert them 
there. Lnsl Friday I wns having an OK 
lime when a charter bus pulled in and 
unloaded n gaggle of Nc-w York 
queens. I lllet th<' very nic.'{' Flotilla 
DeBarge. and she introduced me to 
Cherry Vine, and NYC drag singing 
sensation. Joey Arrias. The girls were 
not at nil :1ttit11de 9uPens. \\'p chattt>cl 
for nwhile nncl I found out t h:it I m:iv 
hn\'e replncecl Joey in the Inst episcxle 
of /\l,~olutely F(l/mlo11.s a fc,\ y<'nrs 

ago. It seem she- wns slated to do one 
of the- thr<'e Nc-,\ York drag <1'1ccn 
parts along with lwr back up singe~. 
an<i another c:01111ni tment kc>pt lwr 
from doing tlit· gig. Tlw casting direc-

lor callPCI mP. I got the part and thP 
rc>~I i~ video history. (Available at your 
lo"nl video store. The show's cal led 
''ThC' End.") Small world ain't it? 

Evl."n though th<' NY girls wer<' fun 
I wonder<'<I wl1y the Philaddphia 
11igl11 dub scene needs to impon its 
drng quc·ens. Thr regular hostess at 
Shampoo is the fabulous Fee Fee 
LaDada and sht> hns got just as m11d1 
glamma as any out of I0\'11 queen. If 
tlw girls from tlw Philly suburbs 
would just g<'I their butts into the 
downtown club scene, hang out with 
Miss LaDa<la and learn glamma it 
wo11lcln't have to be imported from 
other cities. 

I don't know if otllC'r parts of the 
country have this kind of problf'm, 
but in Phibdelphin thr suburbanite 
cros~clressers arc> rductant to ('ll t<'r 

what t ht>)' see a.~ the scary dty. o 
mntlc-r th,,t the inhabitnnts of the 
scary city hnve seen il all, and arc 
rnorr pr<'parecl lo clcnl with men in 
women's dothing than the sheltered 
residents of suburban enclaves, or tht' 
tmck drivin· boys \\ilh shotgun rncks 
that you find in the rurnl USA. 

\ \'e get calls at the Renaissance 
olTice from girls nsking where to go 
for a good time. Most arr \\illing to 
make the lrek out of town to New 
llope. Pa. and the attractions or The 
Cartwheel restnurnnl and nightclub. 
but when }'OU say the word 
Phihiclelphia, thPy tlon ·1 seem as anx­
iou~ to get thP clire>t'I ions. \\'ell. ii cnn 
be scniy to ~o anywhere by yourself. 
nnd 1 S<'<' thnt tlicy might be rrludnnt 
to hc-acl into the c:ity drc-ssecl. when 
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they try to n"oicl ii at all othrr lllll<'S 
r<'<.'Ommrnd that the) <.'<>nw to a m<><'t­

ing of Hennissnnt·e. or thC'ir l<x-al sup­
port group. :me! mret olhN peoplr. 

Th<'n, \\'ith the help of the oldc·r and 
wisrr ,,igs <>f those groups. th<'r could 
makr plans lo all meC'I up al sud1 nnd 
such a duh 011 s11c·h and such a night. 
Or meet al the met>ting site nml cnr 
pool in lo town. 1 l<'c-k. \\'ith <'llongh 
erossilrl'SSl'rs showing 11p nl 011P t1m<> 

WE' could <•,·c-n take ovPr a stmighl 
dub. Come to think of it. tlmfs how 
CPC stnrting hnnging out nt Thc- Ship 
Inn. So, gf't to those nwrtings und 
nrtwork. rll see ya Frida)' nt 

Shampoo. no <>:<enses. 

By Laws By Any 01 her Name 

Most rnC'mbC'rs of RC'11ai~snrwc- hnve 
no dut> nhout what goes on he-hind 

the sct'nes. To most il il- the month!) 
support group meeti11g tllC'y attend. 
To others ii is just this publication in 

their post office box every month. 
llere·s a quick course in what 
Renaissance is all about. 

Around elrven )'ears ago a small 
group of TG folks who were getting 
over the "gosh, you menn I'm nol th<' 
only one" phase. got together to start 
a group for transgenderecl p<>ople. (It 
was so long ago \\'E" weren ·1 evf'n 
c-nlled lr:u1sgPndNecl then.) 

There were support groups nncl 
"dubs" for crossdr<'SS<'rs nrn1111d lhe­
country, but most w<'r<' interested in 
slaying small and "cli51:-rf'et." It took 
me nt least a yenr to find the South 

Jersey group thflt I first flttencled. Our 
plan (yeah, r m one of the founders. If 
we weren't crossdressC'rs r d have n 
long gray beard) was to start nn ll1'{!.ft-

11i;;at ion. Ifs purposes would be. 
first-to provide support for those 
struggling ,,~th transgenclt'r issues. 
anti second-to educate both the 
trnnsgendered. the counseling com­
munity and the gPnPrnl public ahout 
tra.nsg<>ndPr issues. 

To do I hes(' things W<' Pstablish<'d 
rules for how th(' orgnni7Jttion would 
hc- nan. Tho~<' rules llr<' the By laws of 
Renaissnnc<'. 
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Ne,vs Beat ... 
Change,; To The By Laws 
Approved B} National BoMd 

Th<' lh I ,aws hl\0111 <'V<'ty thing 
ahout ho\\ R<'naissantP i~ n111 . At I lw 
last lll<'<'till!! of Th<' Bo.ml d1:mg<'s to 
I h<' lh I ~'lw'l "<'rf' rntl•d on I pro­
po<:NI thrsr di:rnges ,,ftrr <:f'Ping hm, 

Br>11:iiss:ul<"<' liri~ oprrntr,1 for th" pa~t 
11 vf':u-~. ml<l hm, th<> wodd ha.-: 
d1ri11g<>tl sinc-c• ,,·e startE'd out. To 
assist mr with a 11r,,· mark<'ti11~ 

npprond, for Rf'nnissnnc-<' I proposed 

chnngc-s to tlw By Lnws and thc­
Cl1a11ter & A.f{,liafe / fo11dhnok Ht thc­
t-hn Board mec-ting. At that time- our 

Acting Chair. Dr. Carol Cohb­
Nrttletou. suggc·strd that WP tablr the 
proc.'C'SS for two n1<Jnths whilP a t'Olll· 

miltrP st11cli<"cl thE' drnng<'s, ancl th<.' 
Board re,i<'\\C'cl hotli lh<' lfn11cflJOok 
and 8) Lnws. 

At th<' Jul) 12th mr<'t1ng I pr<'<:<'nl­
<'<I th<> re-suits of the- c:0111mittC'f'S 
work, and th<' Board apprm('d thc­
t'hangc-s to the 1/m,dlmok and thP By 
Lnws. "'" rnn out of timr n11cl the pro­
posrd d1ang<'s to th<' Poli<.'il"s & 
I nstn1t'tion s~nrnt of the HnmllxN ,k 
wpre tnbled till the Sf>pteml><'r mC'<'ting 

In thf' old By Laws n R<'nnissanC'C' 
mPmbership was good for tlw c·alPll· 
dar }Par in which it w:1s Pslabliid1ecl. 
This mrant that if vou signNl up in 

Jnn11ary of 1998. you arf' good till 
Dect-mher of 1998. But. if you ~ignc-cl 
11p in J un<' of this yc•ar you're cl11<' to 
rrnrw in Det·embl'r. along with c•very­
hody c-lsc-. 

This was not good for cash now. 

neH·nue te-nckcl to dump np nt the­
me! of the y<'ar. and beginning of the 
11r,t, si11(T some folk5 take- about 
three or four months to r<>nliu they 
h:wru t sren .VC'rt'.~ & \'ie,v~ for a 
wlulE'. It also mad<' it tough on tn<'. If 
you signed up in J11nr you coulcl ask 
for thr wholr pil<' of newslrttrrs you 
didn't l!C't. 1ot cml) Pxtr,1 work for th<' 
Exc-cutivr Director. hut mlditional 
First Class posing<' <'\p<'nse. Ami who 
wants to read old llC'\\'S :mywar? 

The change to Artid<' 4, Sc-t·lion E 
mnkes, our 111c-mhf'rsl11p aI1 .u1t11\ <'r· 

snl') clatP mc-mhPrship. If you Join in 
nil) month ,011 gc-t 12 months of 
,\ 'r•,n & \'i,•,c~ o bnc·k i•mws 
(1111lc-s,; \011 \\:\Ill to h11> <'Ill for n 
c.•oupl<• of l>11<:ks t>:\<:h) :rnd no 111or<' 
nw111l1c>r~liip )"f'nr Of e<>11r.;c- ti.is 

111,\kc-s morr \\Ork for the E.D .. too 
\lm, l lrnvc· lo sort t lic- datnhasc- anti 
111ak<• sure• folks gc•t a rc'nl'wal notice 
h, l'"lr<;t Class mail. A small pnte to 
pa\ for a bt>IIC'r (.'tL~h now nnd morc­
satisfic-d t'ustomers who don·t IHI\P to 
worr, about bnck 1ss11es, 

Artid<' 8 was cl<'lcted. It snid that 
we would producr a month!) n!',,sl('t­
tcr. ot that we- won't procluC'e on<'. 
but if ifs not a part or the gov!'ming 
rulc-s, w<> have tl,c fre-C'clom to do dif-
r Pn'nl things with our publication b} 

l<>m·ing J\rtidc- S out. 
ArtidP U. srchon B ,,a.._ d1ang('cl 

lrom ·.u1\ mrrnh<'r of Hrnniss:111c.·1• 

mar petition to start a 11e\\ c:11:ipter. to 
• .uwonc-" Ill.\} pc-titiou to stnrt n IIC-\\ 

d1npt<·r. 

Artidc- 13. Sc·c.t1011 E \\,IS d1a11gccl. 

It 1lealt with Clwptf•r Finum·rs. 111 

thr old v<'rsion thr Chnpt<>rs wPrP 
permittrd to collrct both Nallonal 
and Chapter dtws. The Nntionnl clues 
stuff was taken out. Ch,1ptrrs arr not 
r<'sponsibl<· for collc-t'ting an} dues 
but thosr they ('stablish for thPir locnl 
unit. Articlt• 4 nlrrad) stairs that if a 
mc-mber olTPrs to pn) thC'ir 'ational 
dues to a Chaptc-r, the- Clmpt<'r hns to 
SC'nd us th<' mon<'y. 

Tl1C' last change' cam<' undt>r 
Artidr 15. SC'clion B. NumbPrs I nnd 
2. Thf' wore! "positions•· was adcled to 
the part nbout the Board being able 
to approv<' nd<lilional staff. Before 
this change- was made- 1 was th(' only 
Board approved stalT ix-rson, e,en 
though S<'wral folks ha\r llf'lcl posi­
tions of responsibilil) for nwhil<'. Now 
the- position of Business Mnnagc-r 
ht>lcl h} Clonn - is :ul offidal 
position. 

The c:han~es to the fla11rlhc><>k are 
all items based 011 the drnnges to the 
By L.lws. The llmullmok 1s an operat-
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ing manual for lrx:nl support groups. 
"ll<'thc-r Ill<')' ar<' full Chaptrrs or 
Rc-naissance or th<> IPss <.-onnc-d<>cl 
Aff1lintP group It i~ b:t.~i,:nlly a how-lo 

book that was crP;\IC"d w folks dicln ·1 

l1avp to 11gurP it all 0111 h) thPmsd\'C'S. 
A~ JoAun would s,w. wl1y rc-invc-nt thr 
wlird. Thi' flrmdlmok llils been in th<' 
dr,mrr for., t·oupl<· of yPars. but ncm 
ifs brC'u dustrd off gi\·eu a 1ww coat 
of paint and ,,<'.r<' gomg to promote 
its t-x1strncC' and usP by any group 
that want to jmn n<'n:ussan<:<' 

The- final t'hangrs lo I h<> Policic-s & 
lnstrm·tions that we-re lnblc-cl till 
Srptc-mh<>r gi\'(• \IS morr war<; to pro­
mote th<' c1cl<lilion of Hcnaissa11cc 
chapters around tlir country I hn,·e 
frlt for a long time that tll<' pnx:c-ss of 
bec·mning a d 1aplPr wns too <-ompli­
t·atE'd for nn rstnblishc-d woup. If a 
group in I hP ~ I idwr<:t wantc-d lo 
1,rcmn<' a d1apl1•r tli<'y wnulcl liaw> tn 

p<'lition :me! tlwn pro,t> thc-11 Imel 75~ 
or their l"tl('lllht>rslup alrench lllC"lll· 

lie-rs of Rf'naissunc-c- 'ationnl. A 
grm1p like- our Mnliatc-. r. lOT G. 
\\ould haw to gl'l 75% oft heir lll<'lll· 

lwrs to sign up for :ttional. This pnt 
a hig strnin on p<'oplc's financ.·<'s and 
,,as JUSt c-nough of a renwn lo not 
purSIJ(' ChaptC'r stntus. If th(' pro­

posrd Polity & (nstruction chnng('s 
nrE· apprm·cd a group will not be 
rrquired to haw any R<>nnissanec­
National mc-mhc-rs. Tlw group" ill flll 
out an applkation, pay a yearly fr<' 
and gc-t tll<'ir ClwptPr & A{filinte 
1/(llul/mok Th!'y still must nw<'e lo 
follow the By Laws of Renaissance 
and h<> an op<'n group Thev \,;II also 
bP <'xprc-h•d lo promote membership 
in Renaissance ntional :rn1I the 

ntionnl Office- will do cv<'iything to 
h<'lp them w1llt thnt goal. Since- you 
hold the bi~c-st benefit of n 
fipnaissance ational Mrmhrrsl1ip in 
your hands. I don·t hn\'e to tdl you 
\\ hat ifs worth . And. with a larg<'r 
lllf'lllhrr bast' a11d higgPr cash now\\'(' 

will b<> improving ancl <'Xf><'Ulding all th<' 
things that Rrnaiss.1nt'<' t'an clo. 

li e) Angela, <"nough or this lrnsi­
ness stuff ( low about some- gossip 
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Ne,vs Beat. .. 
ancl fun? 

Gossip & Fun Section 

Our favorite on-scrcc11 TS. Steven 
Macintosh, from Diffi't1'111 For Girls, 
is appc-nring in a cleflnitcl} male rolr 
i11 a Ill:'\\' film cnllcd The u,11d Girls. 
Back in \\'\\'II whrn the English 
formers had to g:o oIT to wnr. the 
English women stepped in nn<l 
workPd thP land as part of Tht> 
\\"om<'n's L~'\nd Anny. 1 lence the title. 
This all voluntC't'r outfit got tht' crops 
in nnd kcpt things nmning while the 
mad clogs and Englishmen were out 
putting the kibosh on Jerry, or 
Dennis, or ... who<"ver. 

Macintosh plays Joe. the landown­
er's s011. I le- i11dulges in rypit'al male 
behavior by ha,ing amorous entnngle­
ments with three of his father's new 
ft>rnal<-' "Lancl Girl" 11rlcl hands. They 
all fool around with Joe. nncl one of 
thrm falls in lm·e with him, but then 
lw has to ~o clmp l>omb~ 011 Germans. 
If it's not ont' thini ifs another. o 
TC: stuff in tl1 is one lmt you might 
"ant lo sre Macintosh play a male 
charat'tc•r. 

Thrr<- ar<' a c·ouple of 11lms <:Ollling 
up that l,rin)! fomiliar names hack to 
the scre('n, or deal wit h subj('el mat­
tc>r that may IP11Cl itsPlf lo so111p typr 
of TC plot clP\.ice. Krcp )OUr~ pyps 

and cars open ... ~,nd alway~ rc>ncl me. 
I' ll clig up more info n-: soon as it's 
a\nilable. 

Thc dirc•ctor of TIil' Adu•11t11n•s 11( 

Ptiw·illu. Qrwf'II of Tiu• Desrr1. 
Stephan Elliott, b.t~ another outhac:k 
c-omPdy. MGM has relrascd \Ve/nmw 
111 W11011 \V1111JJ. \\'e'II see ir Elliott has 
a dmg theme running through all his 
work. \\'oop \\'oop could be- a drag 
rebted thing. or. on the other hand. it 
might just he somPthing aboriginPs 
say nftpr a Ion~ walk about. In any 
pvent, one dmg legf'ncl d~s :ippPar in 
the pie; Th<.' originator of Dame 
Edna. Barry Humphries, hns a role. 
Another star is thP woman who was nn 
inspirntion to thousands of cross­
dressers as Ginger on Gillif!,<111 '.s 
Island. Tina Louise. This one could 
bt> good. Chec:k )'Our listings for fea­
tur<> timrs. 

Tlw Vefret G11ld111i11e is on the wny 
from M irnmax. It's nbout 1970s glam 
ro<.-k and stars the lad from 
Train~1111tli11g, Ewan McGregor. Oh 
boy. n glam rock band you can't 
understnncl. \\'hat'cl hC' sny? 

Since the theme is glum rock there 
could lw some drag slipping into this 
one. I know the ghun bnnds inspired a 
lot of ternage boys to wear things 
most of the population thought of 1\S 

gi rlv clothes. II and me my spnmlex 
pants and platform boots. ifs timf' to 
rotk on. 

Also tomini from t-.l iranutx is a l'llm 
th.\t hdtcr ha"e a little- drag. Dame 
Judi Dench stars as Q11e1>11 Elizabeth 
I :md Joseph F icnncs (rPlatl'cl to 
Ralph?) i~ \\'ill Sliakc-spenrP in 
S l 111k1•~111•n,1• in Lot'<' 1o word on 
who h<•s in lovP with hut the film also 
stars the lovely Cwyneth Pnltrow. I 
lmc Judi Dench. but giv<'n n choit'<' ... 

Mon.-Thur -Fri- 9 00 to 9 00 • Tues. -Wed -Sat 9 00 lo 5 30 

215-788-2857 

S[LMA BLAK[R 

Sinc:e wr·rr tnlking thrater in 
Elizt1betlian times tlier<' should br 
111orr thnn ndPquate opportuni ty for 
drag parts in this Oick. Pcrhilps \\'ill is 
actually in love with one of his nmle 
actresses? Thrre hns b<'<'ll tnlk. hut 
they're 110 1 gonna wastr Ms. Paltro\\ 
as n hand nmidcn to th<' Q11N"n. S111•~ 
gott:1 be the love inter<'st 

Sin<.'<' we'rp talking about film here, 
how about thnt M11lnn? One film erit­
ic, Moira Macdonnl<l. said in a rcC<'nl 
review, "It's the sturlio·s [Disney] first 
animated feature i11 my memory to 
use:- the:- words "cross-dresser" and 
"drog show ... " It's also brokt>n ucw 
ground by being th<" first fllm to ft'a• 
turc the voices of 11,m·<>) Pi<>r5tein 
and Donny Os111ond. Now there's a 
co-stnrring combination. Who is that 
casting director? 

Ya don·1 suppose there's anything to 
the allegntions by the religious right 
that Disney's got some kind of horno­
srx11al agenda, do ya? Nnh! It's a 
tmnsgendered agencln. The lend chnr­
ader crossclrrsses to save China. Kel'p 
up the good work Disney. \\'nit's rPruly 
spinning now. 

Finally. I sorry to report that tlu• 
Board r<>gretfully ac<:eptecl Lisa ... 
rrsig11ation from hrr position as Chnir 
of The Board. The Board expr('s~ecl 
gratitude- foy her time and lc-adPrship 
skills. Both the Bo:ml and rnysc•lf \\;sh 
hl"r all the he~t 

609-428-8448 

Wig Service Shop 
Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 

and Hard to Fil Sizes 
Private Fitting If Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 308 Mill Street 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon Bristol, PA 19007 
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Specializing in the Sales and Service 
of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 
1200 East Marlton Pike. Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11 AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 
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Canada ... 
was the first IFGE convention outsidl:' 
the U.S.A. and illustratl:'d the extent 
to whiclt the transgenclered communi-
t) is becoming organized and visible. 

Meeting for th<' first time outside 
the USA. the convention illustrated 
the extent to which the transgendered 
community is becoming organiZE'd 
and visible - and that there arc real 
possibilities for confronting stcreo­
l)1)('s and discrimination. 

This trend is <'specially !'vident at 
unh·<'rsities and colleges where many 
acad<'mics arE' not only "'coming out." 
but are also resean·hing and teaching 
"transg<'nder studi<•s." And equally as 
irnpr<'ssh<' arc the gro\\ing numbcrs 
of young pc-opl<'. both 011 and off cam­
pus. who .. arE' confronting th<'ir tnms­
g<'nck·rism at an c-ru-licr agc:· said Gilbcrt. 

Cilb!'rt is a memlwr of Xpressicms. 
a11 Ontario-based support group 
which hostrd tht> J FGE meeting. For 
many years. such groups provided a 
mud1 n<'eded network of contacts for 
transgenderccl p<>ople. man) of whom 
remain c:loseted in the absen<·<> of reli­
able' protection against disc:rimi11atio11. 

But things nrc starting to drnnge. It 
may not hm·E' bec-n surprising to sec 
Toronto playwright Skr Gilbert min­
gling with delegates. But liq<Ji 
Gilbert could not supprt"ss a chuckle 
"h<'n telling thi> Pl:'oplt•s Voit-I:' that 
Ontnrio Ton Premier \1ik<' 1 larris 
supportC'd th«" Xpr<>ssions hid for th<> 
c:onf Prencc with a machine-sign<'d 
form lettrr. 'Tm not sure tlrnl lw real­
ly knows what he signed," said a 
clelighti>cl Gilbert. 

Far more significant was the 
speech of Ontario I luman Bights 
Commissioner Keith Norton "ho told 
surillis<'CI clclegates that transgen­
clrrl'd persons arc protected in 
Ontario 1111cl<>r th<> pro,ince's Sl:'\ual 
oriE'ntation provisions, but that thl' 
time had come to mducle specific ref­
<>renc:l' to th<> transgi>nclered in the 
prO\indal human rights act. 

"II<' hegan doing research and 
dicoverC>cl that we- are the l«"ast pro­
tect<'d p<'opl<' ... said Cilbl'rt. At pr<'-

sent. only Qul:'bec offers e\plk.it hwnn11 
righL'i pmtC'Cti<m for th<' tn11isgc-nclt>r('(I. 

Many <Jll<'er and transgencler<'cl 
activists argu«" that prot<'ctions bas<>d 
on s<'xual orientation are insufnc:ient 
for d1<>cking discrimination against 
trans-propl<'. Croups lik<> tit(> 
Int<'mational Confer<'nce on 
Transgcndc-recl Law and Employm<'nt 
Policy (ICTLEP) point out that trans­
gendered persons have th<' sam<' 
range of sexual orientation as non­
transgendered people. 

The issu<> is also one of physical 
appearance and how this rent'cts gen­
der identity, which is why man) trans­
activists bdi<'ve thnt human rights 
protections must he extended to 
inducl<' pm,isions on gender idc-ntity 
as wcll as on SC'xual oric-ntation. 

This is the- C(UC'Stion foc:ing al'li\'iSts 
in British Columbia who are st nig­
gling to prcvcnt th<' NDP gm<>rnm<'nt 
from S\\ ('<'ping human rights protee­
lio11 for t ransgl:'m]er<'cl p<'oplP 1111dt'r 
thc cari>cl. 

In Janunry 1998. thf' B.C. lluman 
Rights Commission urged th<' adop­
tion of C'IP,·c-11 amendments to th<' 
provinc-ial llu111a11 Rights Code. 
indttt~ng one thnt would "'prohibit cli~·rim­
i.n.ation on th<' basis of gi-nd<'r identity .. 

The a111C'ncl11wnt would prm1cle 
reeourse for transgf'nclerecl pcople 
who prcscntly fac.·e a largely 
unchecked range of discrimination 
and hate cnmes, said \'ic.·toria-based 
a<·ti,ist Gail Ow<'n in nn inlf'r. i<'w 
with the P('(111te·~ Voice. 

"In this pro,ince. transgendered 
persons are attacked cv<'ry dav of the 
year. Ther are beaten up. fired from 
their jobs, denied nwdical attention, 
and discriminated agninst in th<' court 
system:· said Owcn, who is a mnle-to­
female transgendered pt>rson. She is 
also a business agent for the Public 
Service Allianc<' of Canada (PSAC) 
and was formerly a provrncial org.miz­
<>r for the l\ DP. 

Owen s<>r.·ecl on the Trnns­
g<>ndt>r<'d Achisory CommittC'<' for the 
B.C. llnman Rights Commission. 
"hich heard from hnnclrecls of wit­
nC'sscs. including 111111<'-to-fC'malC' nncl 
female-to-male lransC'xuals. cross-
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dressers. and drag queens and kings. 
during the autumn of 1997. 

I lowt'ver, 8.C. Attonwy General 
Ujjal Oosanjh wants to shelve the 
amC'ndments. Owen believC's that th<' 

DP governnwnt is afraid of a hnc-k­
lash from th<' religious right-wing and 
th<' opposition Liberals. 

L1st year's rl:'call campaign against 
three ND P legislators started when 
the religious right-\\ing took up th<' 
cudgd against elected officinls who 
supported gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendercd rights. 

The LibC'rals also oppose protec­
tion for transgenclerecl pnsons. 
Lib<>ral human rights critic: Jeff Plant 
cynicallr hides his trans-phobia by 
arguing that the timing is wrong. 
That's thc same kind of logit· th,1t 
radsts nsNI to clC'f <'ncl sc-grc-gation in thC' 
USA and aparthC'id in S<>uth Afrit·a. 

Jlow<'ver. the fight is far from o,C'r, 
ancl trnns-aeti,ist are not alone. 
A111011g thosl' supporting thC' arrwnd­
mC'nts nrc- the- B.C. FC'cleration of 
Lnhour, thC' Victoria and District 
Lnbour Coundl, tll<' B.C. Teadl<'r.; 
F C'<.ler:1tio11. and - dcspitc thf' lpgislati\'(' 
wing's equi\'cx:.1tion - the prmin<ial DE 

Transgeml<'r activist~ and thl'ir 
alli<>s ar<' stepping up prcssurC' on th<' 
B.C. govC'mnwnt. They are urgmg 
supporters to call the Attonwy 
General at 2..50-387-1866. 

Many hope that the struggle will 
bf' strengthen<>cl br the recent 
S11premc Court dC"cision (\'ricncl \'S. 

Alberta), " hid1 ruled that s<>·mal ori­
c•ntation is a prohibited ground for 
discrimination and must lw inducl<>d 
in Alberta·s Jncliviclual Rights 
Protection Ac:t. 

But the clcc:isi,·e weapon in win­
ning this struggle lies in unity and sol­
idarity betwC"C'n th<' transgender<'cl 
and 9ucer communities. nnd the 
labour and clC'mocratic 1110\·ements. In 
the final annlysis. human rights pro­
tcction for t ra11sgenclered pE'rsons is n 
dass question as wdl as one of 
democracy and human rights. 

As long as trnnsg<'ndcr<'cl p<'oplc 
arc unprotC'cted. tli<' C'mploying class 

continued 011 page 10 
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August is my birthday month and 
as anyone who's over 35 can attest, 
time seems to move more rapidly the 
old<>r you g<>l. J\•e bec-n crossdressing 
actively for over nine years now. At 
one time, rverything I did as Dina 
was in Ill)' recent past. \\'hen J start to 
tell a story of something that hap­
penf'd, or some pince we hnd a good 
time. I have to stop and think about 
how long ago it was that some of 
these mc-morable events took place. 
I 'II often intern1pt my story and say, 
"Hell. that must ha\'e been five years 
ago." 1t seems lik<' y<'sterday. 

SomE'tim<>s I think of some of the 
plncrs we w<>nt that no longE'r exist, 
events we pnrticipatf'cl in tlu\t are no 
longer helcl, and wish somebod) 
would bring them back. Dancing in 
panties and pumps at the "Boys in 
Briefs .. nights: dressing like n tramp 
and getting propositioned outside the 
"Hooker's Ball": walking around n 
hotel lohhy in vin~ I lingerie at 
''Dressing for Pleasure." But. they\·r 
hPPn replac:Pd by ll<'W things and 
Pxperienc<'s that are evt'n bettrr in 
Lheir own wa}', You move on, but 
when you remi11isce. the amount of 
time that's passed amazes me. 

For now. the mrmoriE's are still 
fresh. Almost likP 1 was still young. 

TUE LO G ARM OF THE LAW 
The Rr.flect ion.s newslc-tter of the 

C'utrnl Comer group in San Diego 
California printf'cl an artic:le by mern­
bC'r Carolyn Jo" - titl<.>d .. Ma"am. 
la) I See Your Lit·<>nsC', Pleas<'?" 

Carolyn ·s art1de was a first p<'rson 
<'"<perien<:(' of being stoppc>d by n cop 
while' drhing C'll femm<'. 

On hc>r way out to a 11i!!htclub, she 
saw tlw 0ash111g lights of a partol car 

erle 
behind her and pulled over to the 
<:urb. The polic<> officer approad1C'd 
her and asked for h<.>r license, registra­
tion and insurance c:ards-and also 
asked llC'r to strp out of the vehicle to 
open her trunk. 

Carol)n tells us that she was wear­
ing on€' of hE'r short nightclubbing 
minidresses with all the other j!lamour 
makeup and ac.-cessorics one would 
,,·<'a r for an c, en i II!! out. As I uck 
would hme it. therP were a group nf 
teenage' boys h,rnging around the siclP­
walk nE'nrby. Following thP offi('er"s 
rN111est to ~et out ancl opt>n her tnmk, 
tlaP hoys irnmPrlintPly hPg:111 hooting 
nncl whistling at hrr. The tifficPr tole! 
the boys to knock it off. thPn looked 
mto thE' C"ar"s trunk, asking about the 
gym bng tlrnt r("sidecl thc>rein. \\'hc>n 
Carolyn told him that it was hN 
chnng(" of clothE>s, the officer nodded 
and returnee! to his car to report the 
stop. Whc-n he- rc-hinH'd n short while 
later. he ~av<' Cnml)11's cards bnck to 
her and snid that there wns n vehicle 
matching hcr's that was r<'port<'<l 
stolen but she wns frc><' to continue. 

Cnrolyn tells us thnt the officer 
ll<'ver admowledgecl her crossdress­
ing, or mndc any rc-mnrk about the 
nnme and photo on the license being 
obviously 11msculint' against ht'r fc·mi­
nine appearance. lk had been polite 
nml 1.:ourteous. t>ven intt>n·ening 
against tlie tt>enae;ers' remarks. 

I have Imel several i11stances of 
b<>ing stopped by polic(" while driving 
nnd have nevPr had anything hut fair 
treat m<'nl from tlw officC'rs. Ev<"n in 
casc-s whC're I re<.'Cl\'Ccl a ticket, they 
all wrote' ii for a lessC'r violation so as 
not to blot my dm'ing re-cord. Some- of 
them hav<> asked why I was clressc>d in 
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dra~. but more out of curiosity than 
an}1hing rls<'. And . I lta,<" heard nrnnv 
similar talc-s of professional rondu<'l 
b} police officers\\ ho\e stopped 
frif'ncls of mini- while they were• ('ross­
clressrcl. In foci, I havc never heard of 
a single bad i11dcle11t for any cross­
clr('SSPr stopped by polil'e. 

A coupl<" of months ago. J wrote 
about an artic:le that excoriated n tele­
vision show for mnking fun of somr 
transgenclerPcl folk who dPcided to try 
to outrun the police officers mther 
than simply pulling O\'er to thC' curb 
like a normal person would do. I'm 
sure there have been isolated 
instances of poor police behavior 
against crossdressecl or transgendcrecl 
drivers hut none to my lo1owledg<'. 
The best policy is to behave- the way 
you normally would if you arr en 
femme when stopp<"<I. Police offi­
<·ers- like the prople who drvdop 
film for a living-have probably seen 
more.> unusual things than n guy in a 
dress. 

DESCENT INTO DARKNESS 
On<' of the mor<' intercstin~ 

nrwskttc-rs we rrc<'iv<" is the FT/II 
fnlPnwtic111al publi~lwfl out of San 
f'rnndsc.-o. Califomin. As the mmw 
implies. it is fur and about the female­
lo-male transsexu,1I. The Jun<- 1998 
i55ue induch•d an article by Jaron 
Kanegson titled HAfter the 
Butdi/ITM Conferenc-l' ... 

Jaron relates her experience and 
obser\'ations as n planner of a c.-onfer­
cnce to discuss issurs for Butch 
women and fT~l transsexuals. The 
article wns fasC'i11ating because of its 

use of jargon to describe the various 
poiJ1ts 011 the women's side of the ge11-

der spectrum, ancl also because it 
related the same type of in-fighting 
that occurs on thC' ma.le encl of the 
transgender continuum. 

First. the jargon-ifs a dizzying 
spew of categories, none oft hem 
drfined because it 1s nssumed that the 
rraderslup knows each of them \\ith-
0111 <'labomtion. Unfortunatt>ly. r don·t 
know them without elaboration. Some 
I can guess. on some rm clearly clue­
less. 1"11 lift some r<'ferences right 
from Jaron·s own words. " .. .the con-
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IC'rrnce was not stric:tly about 
'Butd1es· aml'FTl\fs,' but nlso about 
bo)-dykes. transfags. hullclnggers. 
c·rossdressers. wannabes, marimnchns. 
etc:." lie also drops the terms "Bio­
fogs" nnd "Dyke-fags" into the artide. 

There- liavr always heen attempts 
to dassify the various points nlon~ the 
rnalr transge11drr spt'ctntm (drag 
quf'rns. t rans,·cst1t<'s. c:rossdressers, 
\ITV tramscxuals) but l never 
thought about our oppositr numbers 
do111g the same thing for Lhemsdves. 
15 a" Bo~ -dyke" more masc:11li 11e tlinn 
n "Dykr fag?" Could a "Bulldng_ger" 
h,\\ en meaningful relationship with a 
"~lari111acha?" 

The confcrC'nce th€' nrtide was 
ahout was designed to build some 
britl!!f'S brtwef'n the Butch lesbian 
community and the FTM transsexual 
comrn1111ity. Again. I ha,·c> very little 
fmmf' of rf'f rrc>nce for what the issues 
ma) he. but one imagines thrre must 
b<' some tension betweC'n wome11 who 
identify as " Butch" and thosP who 
dC'sire ·to tnu1sitio11 to mnsc11linity. 
Jnron. in hC'r rolC' ns OIIC' of tlie confer­
Pnc.·e pbnnc-rs. hnd wnnted to include 
somf" of thf"se other cntegories in tlie 
disc.·11ssio11. But other or~nnizC'rs wnnt­
<'d to kN•p thE' t'01tfere1we focused on 
thC' 811tc.-l1- FT\.,f clid,otmm. Jnron felt 
tlrnt "rC'infort·ed thf" 1cle:1 that eve11· 
FT~I ·gainc-cl' i5 n Butch 'lost' nncl thnt 
1111 FTM 's nrr c:trnight." 

Jnron mC'ntions th,1t h<' "hos heard 
hnteful remnrks nbout FTM's from 
clyk('s, nncl srxist n·mnrks nbout clykc-s 
from FT.M's." Th<" gE'nd"r world is not 
n wry hannonious pla<.'e on either 
side of the c:oi11, it se-ems. j aron·s id<"a 
for the conference sec-ms to be a bet­
tn. more- positive \\HY to build n c:oali­
tim1. I le- "rites, " I think a more posi­
tive co11text-s11ch as a \\'Orkshop 
focusing on the opprrssion Butches 
and fTM 's face from [the genemll 
larger soci<"t}', mdudmg some discus­
sion of th<' pnin we cause each 
other-would ha,·c- bC'f'II more likely 
to lead to a sense of community:· 
Appnre-ntly, building community" hen 
the- issues of srx and grnder ar<' 
i1l\'olvecl is not an e.asy task for rnen or 
women, biological or not. 

THE BOTfOM OF THE BAG 
Renaissanc·e Affiliate,Thc:> 

Monmouth-Ocean TC Croup in Red 
Bnnk, cw Jersey carried an :irticlc in 
their Fc:>liruary newsl('tter by member 
Diane titled, "Essentials for Every 
Crossdrc:>sser·s Purse." 

Diane lists about two dozen items 
that nil crossclresser's should cnrry 
witl1 them. Some of the items nre very 
hnsic. but I remember when I larst 
st:1rtecl going out how many of them I 
ne-ver carried with ml' ... until nn 
emergency, when their prcs<'nce 
would have been a godsend. 

Of course, you should always carry 
ID for thC' oc-cassional traffic stop (se<' 
itc-m above) but also h<'Causc- some 
dubs want ID for admittnnc<>, C'VC'll if 
you nr<' obviously h<'yoncl the- lc-gn.1 
drinking age. 

An ATM cnrcl for cm<'rge-nc:y cnsh 
is <'SS<'nlia.l. This I learned by havin~ 
my car tow<'d one night ancl needing 
$70 to retrieve it. 

A phone card, <'ither on<' of those 
pr<'paid cards. or n phone company 
calling c:ard. Chances arc-. you won't 
have· <'no11gl1 loose change to cover 
t'ven a toll call on n pny phone if you 
lmve an emerge ncy. 

Diane rec:ommends carrying a few 
safety pins. P(·rsc1rnllly. J lmve1i't 11eed­
c-d a safety pin sinc:t' tllC' pu11k nx:k 
dubs kind 1)f fnclrcl out. 

Pt>11 and papt'r lo jot down nanws. 
addrt'SSc-s. and phone numbers. I 
think there's always something a little 
sleazy aboul giving or recriving a 
number o n a cocktail napkin. 

One dose of n.ny medkatio11 you 
might need is on Diane's list. And I 
agree. I always have a sumll Ousk of 
Jim Beam handy-for medicinal pur­
poses. of course. 

Condoms ... drt"nm on , drearnPr. 
Breath Mints. Even before you 

might need the rondoms. 
Band-Ailk \\ hen the going gets 

tough ... 1t might draw blood. 
Especially useful if rou visit the Vault 
or Ilc-llfire in New York. 

And finally: house keys Imagine 
stumbling up th<' driveway al 31\M 
onlv to realize ... ''\\'ilma!-or c:ourse. we all know that no 
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matter how much or how little we 
carry with us. whC'tl1er our purse is 
gigantic or dainty, the thing we nerd 
will always find its way to the bottom 
rf'cc-sses of the bag, ben<'ath all the 
junk we could have done without. 

ART 11\flTATES LIFE? 
One of the ncwi;lett<'rs I see PVl'r)' 

month is the DrMS('rf'/ N1•11:t pub­
lished hy the Alpha Rho sorority in 
S:ilt Lnke City, Utah. Ifs one of my 
favorites, if only h<>1·nuse they pepper 
LIIC' pag<'S with cartoon illus tr11tions of 
sexy women. In the Mny 1998 issuP, 
they have n large Jessica Rabbit illus­
trntion on the- c.'Ovc-r sheet: on nnother 
page. a small Fcmlin cartoon, on o 
hock pngc. n drnwing of II woman in 
fetish dothini. 

I enjoy pinup nrl as much ns pinup 
photo~rnphy. Ther<' is somcthin~ snt­
isfyingl) unrc-nl l\bout sc-eing n bc-nuti­
ful woman dc-pictccl by nn artist's hand 
in n wny tlmt rcal-lifC' <..-oulcl never 
quite equal. I'm sure this says some-­
thing nbo11t me and my view of femi• 
ninitv. ancl I'rn sure it has a lot to do 
witli'ho" I appronch Ul) own cross­
d rcssin~. 

Artists likt' Vargas. of tlw famous 
Piny/my and E.w111irr• r!'mlc·ri11gs; 

Elvgre11. wlio clrt>w 40's and 50's era 
wo111!'11 in playfully SC'(}' prediumwnts; 
Olivia. who has n clrciclPclly 111ore con­
t<•mpomry tuke 0 11 lwautiful \\0111c11: 

Vulkjo, "ho uses womf'n lo great 
advantagP in m11d1 of his lush sci-la 
artwork: and Sorayama. who often 
clrnws futuristic android sex godesses, 
have as much lo do with my view of 
pure femininity as any real- world 
imnges. That may be n helluva confes­
sion to mnke in n nc-wslettcr cou­
cemf'd with serious transgendc-r 
1ssurs, but I have> a feeling I'm hardly 
b) m)rsrlf on thi~ viC'wpoint. 

T here is a lot of art that goes into 
being a crossdresser. \\'e are painting 
our 0\\11 feminine selves C'ach time W<" 

pick up thP brushes. \\'e might not 
think nbout it ,·onsc-io11sly hut Wf' how• 
some inspirntion for how we go nbout 
it quitC' aside from howe\'C'T we> ratio-
11alizc it. For Nlch individual ::ipproach 

co11ti1111ed 0 11 pnge 14 
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Past Passing 
This nrtidr is in response to n 

readt>r's rC'(jUl'St for nw ,~ews m1 the 
malC'-to-f <>mnle trallSSl'>.ual who, 
d<'spitC' hmin~ little c:hanc<" of passing, 
r<'quPsts and is nppro"<'d for hor111on­
nl t hl'rnpy and SRS. One of thr cru­
eli>st ironirs is that M-to-F transsrxu­
als clo not seC'm to bC' nny more lik<>ly 
to be prtitr. fre<' of hody hair. 1>r haw 
high-pitched ,·oic:es than clors the 
avC'rage biologiml male. Nor does 
hormonal thrrapy prompt major fC'1111-
niwtion in a man's nppearnnc<" 

A tall. baldin~. hairy man who 
seeks sex renssignment will be a tall. 
balding. hairy woman nfter honnone 
aclministrntion nncl t'Osmrtic nnd geni­
tal surgery. Does that mean that suc:h 
an individual. who has the e>.p<>ri<'llt't' 
of hring a woman in the ,uon~ hocly. 
should he- deniC'd th<' opport1111it: to 
tnkt' f c-minizing hormones and anti­
nndmgt>m and to hm t' \\ 11;,tC',·rr cos­
metic ancl surgical prot·eclur<>s she 
hrl,rv<'s \\ill fadlitatc> hrr fr<'ling 
mor<' c-ompletC' nnd comfortahl<' with­
in hl'rsc•lf? 

Canada ... 
and tlteir ri{!;l1t-wi11~ rc-pres('nlah,l'' 
\\ill rnntiuur to usr II climatr of fear 
nncl intol<>ranc.-C' as a weapon lo d1sc·1-
plin<'. int11nidntc. aud d1\'idr \\Orkini 
rwoplc- - ill tlw S,IIIIC' wa> tlw, 11:W 

srx,~m. rnc:ism. ancl homophol,iu 
lRg11I protc•('tion~ won't make tht-sl' 

things go ,l\\il\. h) tl1cmselws but 
th1•\ cnn s1·rw tlw \\Orking dass ancl 
11s .llhC's in forgillj! slrongcr unit-) Ill 
th<> slrnl{gl<> 11gainst <"xploit,ition ,lllcl 

oppr<>ss ion . 

In th<> past. passing was one of th<' 
('ritc-ria applied to dir11ts in p S) • 

dlOthernpy prior to UC'ill!t givrn 
npproml for hormonal nnd surgical 
reassignmc-nt. Even if thC' applicant 
accrptf'd that she would nevc-r pass as 
a genetic woman, but still el<>Cted thc­
procedures. she was dc-nied them. 
Some indi\,idunls Imel lived for years 
in the- feminine role. knew the pain of 
being read, and were thwarted in 
thC'ir clesirC' for rC':tss1gnmrnt bC'cause 
of th<' mrntal health pm<:titionrr's 
"ell-meaning desirf' to protl'ct th<'m 
rrom society's rejection. 

Today. the philosophy of thosf' of 
us who work\\ ith thr grncl<>r c.·0111111 11-

nitv has shifted to one of dient 
en{powem1ent and sf'lf-determination 
Our et11phruis is on rd11eation. srlf­
imareness, acl\'tx·ac:\ ,u11I rl'ferrnl lo 
appropriate resour<.:rs Rathrr than 
rxpc-<:tin~ diC'nts l<> tonfonn to an 
image- of fc-mi11i11ity that onl) a frac­
tmn of ~1 -to-Fs c:an attain, th<'rnpists 
~C'ek to nss11rf' that dtf'nts arc• fully 
capable- of 1111dc-rstanding th<' proc:ess 

Do you have something that 
you'd like to share? News & 

Views is a two way process. If 
an article or opinion provokes 

a reaction in you, whether 
positive or negative, don't go 
unheard. Send your opinions 
and comments in a letter to 
the Editor. Send letters to: 

Editor, c/o Renaissance, 987 
Old Eagle School Road. Suite 

719, Wayne, PA 19087, or 
email to <Editor@ren.org>. 

10 

of trmisitioning. th<> i111portancr of 
cross-lJ\111g for 011<' venr. uncl ultimalf'• 
I~ of g:ivmg tlwir mfornw<l rnnc;c•nt for 
cles1 rl'cl procetl UT<'S. 

The role that th<' th<'rap1~t plav~ 111 

nn irnli\~dnal's suc.·<.·1•ssf11I tm11s1tmu 1s 
first to provicll' a <.·0111fl<'l<'nt f',•nl11:1-
hon. Is the pc-rson tnih trnmsf'xual? 
If so. thr S<'t·oml funt'tion is to ass<'ss 
wherl' th<> dirnt is in the procc-~s of 
transition nncl what are his/her goals. 
Third. the• thf'rnp1st is a g11idC' on tins 
joum<'y providing information. rC'for­
rnls ancl support. This mav indudr 
iuclividual or fnmily therapy. nx·ation­
nl counseling. and information abo11l 
resources nN:t'ssary to facilitate transi­
tion. Last. the therapist may write a 
lt•ttcr to a ph}sician c-nclorsing a ml'd­
ical or sur{!kal treatment. At no time 
should the client's nppeamnce be a 
factor in the cledsion to npprove sud1 
trralmf'nt. 

As I writ<' this I ha,<' in mind n for­
lllC'r dienl. C .. \\ ho c-oin<'CI tli<> c-,prc•s­
sion that l hnve used as the titlr or 
this article. S11(' was a larl!<' p('rson, 
50ish. witl1 a dark. j!lossy wie; and a 
resonant voic<'. Sh<> was dock<'<I 
( rt>ad) frequrntl) m her San Fmnt1sco 
n<'ighhorhood. and acccpt<'d tl1<' 
inrvit11b1lity of this cx:currencc-. Sh<' 
told mc- uft<>n l hat sl 1c was "past pass­
ing" and cmit<'ntratecl on grtting on 
with lwr lif<>. which despite hN inabil­
ity to p3ss strang<>rs sc·rutiny. was now 
happier than at nn> lime in lwr tl 
past. 8 

Resources 
Bnckground Pnper<i are Sl.25 each: 

1 ~htl,~ & ~1t,l~l1lW[llinm Ahoul 
Cro\\drt',,111i 

2 Rt>tWm\ for \l ,Jv to f'em:Jt' 
Crm~tl1r,,h1g 

'l P \ RTI\ C:HS Spo11\t'~ & Signlfit·ant 
Otlwr<. 

.J Thl• \l;1tln ot Childn•n 
;5 \1111otalPcl liihho~mpll\ 
f\ T1•lllng tlw C l11ldrt•n \ Tran,,P,ual, 

Pcunt ol \'u·" 
i U,ult•f't,utdtt\~ T1int\~••,,-.,li,111 

\II ol tlll' ll,ll'lcgro1111tl P;ipt•r,. .mtl 
C11111mumt\' 011tn•ad1 Bulh•tin, aw a,~ul 
ahl1> fnr frt'i' ill tlw H1·nai\,,mw ,wh ~•It• 
< WW\\ ft'lllll~> 
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Carolyn's Corner: 

Will the Real Me Please Stand Up? 
R<'crntly, a brcnk at work coi1wiclrd 

with tlH• absence of my family nnd I 
hnd thf' chnnct> to crossdress much 
more frequ<>ntly than usual. In fact, I 
"''"n spent a coupl<' of whol<> days ns 
Caroly11 without C'ver putting on male 
dot hes. a rnr<' <>x-p<>rience for me. This 
opportunity allowC'd me to rdax into 
h<>ing femal<' much more than I usual­
ly can if I am ablt> to erossdress only 
for a fC'w hours once or twice a 
month. The pleasure I got out of 
crossdr<'ssing increased immensely as 
a result. It just felt woncl<>rful to b<' 
fully in th<' f<>mal<> rolC'. My anxi<>ty 
about how I look. how I am walking. 
wh<>ther I am b<'ing r<>ad. etc .. just 
dropped away, and J could simply 
enjoy mys<>lf. This was why I start<>d 
crossclrPssing in t lw first place-to get 
that f<>C'ling of t ranscendC'nc:<' into a 
lrmalc world. utterly cliff Prent from 
mv 11s11al lif P. 

• During that timP. I WC'nl to th<> 
shopping mall crossdressC'cl on four 
srparatc occasions in on<' wet'k One 
timt>. l cv('n sat in a drpartmt>nl store 
n1ak<'up diair for ovPr an hour and 
got a full glnmom mak<>ov<>r. some­
thing I n<'H'r had th<' courage to do in 
the past. 

J ht'gn11 to feel so tomfortabl<> as 
Carol\11 that wh<>n I W<'lll downt0\\11 
on(•<' to n Ill sorn<' <>rrands. it seemed 11 

hit st rang<' to clo so as Ill) mal<> self. I 
\\'as beginning lo associalP shopping. 
dining 0111. and going to plays and 
1110\;c•s as somC'thing r do as a woman 
rather than as a 111an. \\'ithout my 
family around. 111) social life was 
Carol)11·s social lif<'. I bought a ticket 
lo a pin), planning to go as Carolp1. 
h111 n ['X>" <>r outng<' madE' it impossi-
1>1<' for Ill<' to do my trnnsformntion in 
time and I had to go as my malP self. 
Som<'how. ii f<>lt strnng<' b<'ing there 
alone' in thC' theat<>r and not to h<> 
th<>r<' as Cnroly11. 

One or th<> quc-stions I hav(' nE'\"('r 
had to fac<' bC'forc- is which side is th<' 
r<'al Ill<'. Prc>viousl). I IH1,·e nlways 
iclentifi<'d nwself as a man who lik<'s 

to clrC'SS as a woman. I am biologit·nlly 
malc-. I spC'nd something like 98% of 
my waking lif r ns a man. I am sexually 
attracted to women c-xclusivdy. And I 
C'njoy both my physical and psycholog­
ical '·maleness." 

Even erossclrrss<'cl. my mnl<>ness 
was always with me. \\'hen I went 
somewhere as Carolyn, before I got 
out of the car I usually had to remind 
myself that I was dressed as a woman 
and that my cleportnwnt must con­
form to how I app<'ar. Jt usually took 
somE' time out in public bc-fore I 
stopped feeling nervous nbout being a 
"man in a dress:· I avoided crowds in 
the past as Carolyn and shunned any 
interaction where I might have to talk 
with someone. even a sales clerk. At 
the mo,'i<'s as Carolyn, when thE' 
movie ended. the credits started to 
roll, and the house lights came up. I 
woulcl suddenly renliZE' that I wns 
clressecl as a woman nnd had to make 
a speeinl c>ffort to start acting like one 
in orcl<>r to leavE' the> theatE'r. The rnri­
tv with which I dressed as a woman 
mad<> bc-ing Carolyn fc<'I sonwwhat 
foreign. or at least subordinate', lo my 
malP "real" s<'lf. 

\\'hen I was a young man, on<' of 
my pastinws was rock climbing. I 
found that if I clid ii n<>arly ev<>ry 
week<>ncl, I did not mind standing on 
n narrow l<'Clge looking down hun­
<lrecls off <'<>t. I got acc:ustomed to the> 
"c-xposur<>." and my actions bec:anw 
almost automatic in lrnnclling tire 
ropes and equipment on which my 
safc-ty de-pended. I lowcver, once Ill) 
life got busy and I could go climbing 
only a few limes a year, the exposure 
to hr ights frighten<>d me. I b<'gan to 
mak<' stupid mistnkc-s. nnd I d<>ciclNI 
to gh·<' up rock climbing altogether. 

I have had much the same reaction 
to "exposure" to crossdr<>ssing. Only 
by getting used to fr<'quent public 
exposure have I been able- to fully 
<'njoy th<> experi<'nc:e. If I go a month 
without crossdressing, I find thr sam<> 
old clisc'Omfort "'h<'n I first 11:0 bat'k 
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out in public. 
\\'hen I l'all dress more frequently. 

b<>ing Carolyn does not rc-c1uir<' as 
much effort. Like an actor or an ath­
l<'te, I get into the "zone'' of being 
Carolyn, and a sense of femininity 
tak<'s ov<'r without being SC'lf-con­
scious about it. When I have been 
able to crossdress frequently, I can go 
shopping and out in other public 
places with much mor<> confidence in 
myself as a woman. My walking, ges­
turing and talking as a womnn has 
SC'<'mecl to l'Ome almost naturally. 

It is not just the clothc-s, the mnkc-­
up. the wigs, and the shors. It is the 
feminine being that we get into. ~ty 
feminine mode is where very different 
parts of me find expression than those 
that make up my male life. Thes<' 
parts haw• to clo with beauty and 
inner space. Carolyn is fri<>mllit>r, 
more optimistic, ru1cl more generous thru1 
Ill)' male self, ns wdl ns less cerebral. 

\\'<' often tnlk about our f<>mall' 
side in the tliird person ("Carolyn 
went. .. ") instead of saying. "I w<>nl as 
Carohm.'' That is not just a languagc­
convention. It is, I b<>lievc-, that we 
understand our fc-malP side to lw dis­
tinct from our male- one. 

So. which is th<' r<'nl me-. Carol) n 
or my male sc-lf? I think hotli ar<' t 11<' 
r<>al me. Carol)1l is 110 long<>r just a 
small footnot<' to my mal,· liff'. She-
has a(.'hi<',·<'d a dC'fin<'d c-,ist<>nce of 
lwr O\\ll. I se,• he-r emNging morl' 
and more as a dear pr<'S<'nce and 
counterpart to my male- sdf within 111) 

one psyche-. Carolyn is my other side-, 
my female mode, sepnrntc- and cc1ual 
to my male self. 

Re11ri11ted 11'ith 11en11iffio11 fmm 
the ]1111e 1998 eclitio11 of ,Vorth11:f'~I 
Pnssa{!.l'f, the '"'1vsll'tte1· of the 
Nmtl11cl'sf C1,11der J\llir111n• 
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uzz 
JoAnn Roberts - CyberQueen 

"It is not the fact of lii,erty but the ll'O)' 

i11 ll'hich liberty is exerrised that 11/ti­
matel,,· deten11i11es 11'/tether liberty itself 
sur"l'ives." 

- Dorothy Thompson 

The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) 
is still the target of selected protests by 
transactivists around the country. The 
most recent protest took place on July 
25th outside an HRC fund raising dinner. 
Members of It's Time Illinois (ITI) 
passed out educational leanets on trans­
gender issues to those attending the 
event. TI1e action was planned because 
rn believes (as do many of us) that while 
HRC gives the transgender community 
lip-service, it is still as anti-tg as ever. 
Several members of the Chicago trans­
gender community paid $175 a scat last 
year to attend the annual dinner but were 
not allowed to pass out information. TI1is 
year. no transgenders will auend but will 
try to educate from outside with a small 
one-half page leanet. As one member of 
ITI puts it. "HRC is wrong on this one. 
folks! As long as one single person is 
denied human rights so another can have 
them. it i.~ wrong!'" If you're in the 
Chicago area and want to learn more 
ahout ITI, here ·s their contact info: 
Phone/fax (708) 535-1506. Email 
<lts1ime1L@aol.com>. PO Box 33, Oak 
Forest. IL 60452. ......... 

Plans for the Millennium March (April 
30. 2000) continue to move forward. At a 
June meeting of several organizations. a 
15 member board of directors was estab­
lished with a larger leadership council. 
The Board will have parity for people of 
color and by gender, and will include 
bisexual and transgender representation. 
Jessica Xavier of It's Time America! 
was offered a scat on the board. but she 
turned down the offer. Seven members 
were elected to the Board and two addi­
tional members were appointed after the 
meeting. Six additional members will he 
appointed at a later date. Among the ini­
tial board members are Elizabeth Birch 
(Ex. Dir .. HRC, Washington. DC) and 
Nicole Ramierz-Murray (Co-Chair. 
National Latina/o LGBT Org., San 
Diego. CA). Anyone remember that last 
name? Ms. Ramieri-Murray was on the 
planning committee for the last March on 
Washington and argued against transgen­
der inclusion and we know where Ms. 
Birch stands on the issue. If no one from 
the transgender community steps up to 
the bar to participate then we're sure to 
get shon shrift and we'll have no one to 
blame but ourselves. 

Meanwhile, representatives from 36 state 
organiz.ations met in Denver. Colo .. in 
mid-July for the mid-year meeting of the 
Federation of State Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) 
Political Organizations. The purpose 
was to plan for the "Equality Begins At 
Home" actions slated for March 21-27. 
1999 preceding the Millennium March. 
Oddly, Pennsylvania and California stales 
with very large and active gay. lesbian. and 
transgender communities, were nol repre­
sented. I've made several public and pri­
vate appeals for information about this fed­
eration and have not had a single response. 
So. while I'd love to tell you who to contact 
about your local state's action. 1 have no 
idea whom to send you to. Please. if any­
one reading this is in contact with the fed­
eration. ask them to contact me . 
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Generally. I'm glad when someone 
sticks up for the transgendcr community, 
hut then there are times when 1 cringe. 
Like when the National Gay & Lesbian 
Task Force (NGLTF). the Gay & 
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation 
(GLAAD), and GenderPAC wrote a let­
ter to Ford Motor Company protesting 
the Ray & Charlie Make A Bet ad. The 
loser of the bet hac; to wear a dress to a 
local diner. The letter said that represen­
tations like the Ray and Charlie ad trivi­
alize lransgender lives and identities. 
Puhleeeze! I've seen the ad and there is 
nothing in the ad that should offend any 
transgender sensibilities. The constant 
whining and complaining about how 
we're victimized by such images is bull­
shit. I'd much rather GenderPAC wrote 
whining and complaining letters to HRC 
than FoMoCo. 

Someone once said, "It's not what you 
don't know that will get ya; it's what you 
know that ain't so:· So. I'm looking 
through the latest issue of Transgender 
Tapestry and the editorial on page 4 says. 
" ... Subscription and paid advertisements 
barely cover the costs of paper, printing, 
and postage:· Guess what? It just ain't 
so. Any publisher who says they don't 
make back at least twice what it costs to 
print is jivin • or out of business. 
Nevertheless. I found issue #83 intrigu­
ing. I liked 11 a lot. It wac; fresh and new; 
eclectic, diverse and interesting to read. 
This is exactly the format that is needed 
to build newsstand sales. Unfonunately. 
I believe it is going 10 cost them their 
subscription base which is mostly male 
crossdressers who don't want to read 
articles about how to tie a tie. Sales are 
down already and this issue will con­
vince fewer subscribers to renew. 

Nancy Nangeroni. Executive Director 
of the International Foundation for 
Gender Education (lFGE) was Grand 
Marshall for the Boston Gay Pride 
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March. Nangeroni is extremely active in 
the Boston g/1/b community and ic; a sctr­
acknowledged b1sc,mal. While I don ·1 

agree with much of Ms. Nangeroni 's pol­
i11cs. I can find no fault with her address 
10 the Boston g/1/b/l community and 
agree with her on several important 
roints. In particular: " ... Being queer is 
about heing different. and this movement 
or liberation that brings us together 
toe.Jay, 1111ites us not in a single vision, but 
in a common purpose ... tr we want to 
stand strong, unshakable in the face of 
all opposition. solid against all auempts 
10 undermine us, vigorous in meeting 
any challenge, we would be smart to 
stand upon the broadest possible plat­
form." I emphasis mine I Now, ir the rest 
or the IFGE ruling junta felt the same 
way, our community would be much 
beller off. 

IFGE founder Merissa Sherrill Lynn 
suffered a nonfatal stroke at the begin­
ning of July which left her partially para­
lyzed on her right side. As of this writing 
she has recovered some use of her right 
hand, but remains wi thout the full use of 
her right leg. I f you'd like to send her a 
note, Merissa can be reached a1 P.O. Box 
367. Wayland, MA 01778. or by tele­
phone at 508-358-59 19. 

Enough! Lets do some fashion. Have you 
always wanted a corset but were put off 
by the high pnces? How about a corset 
k11? A simple to sew waist cincher corset 
kll with all custom pre-cut material sup­
plies and instructions, Is available from 
US$38/Ccln$55 plus S/H (for waist sI1es 
up to 32). Lace/trim, garters and larger 
si1cs are available at additional cost. The 
corsel is a c;l ip--on s1yle with back lacing 
and a waist reduction of 4 inches. It 
comes in black, red or white jacquard. 
For ordering info. send email to <Jeed­
pro@cadvision.com>. 

I received an announcement for a new 
online makeup store - Make Up Mania! 
<www.makeupmania.com>. Supposedly 
Make Up Mania! is run by professional 
makeup artists in Hollywood. California. 
Well, maybe. but the Sile was extremely 
disarpoinIing. The dc.,ign of the sue Is 
clever with the metaphor of a depanmenl 
store. Go 10 a certain "noor" for founda-

lion and hase, anOlher for nails, another 
for wigs and hair; and so on. Once on a 
noor. you go l<l dilTcrcnt "counters" for 
specific items. Many of the "counters" 
we would be interested in. wigs for 
example, were labeled "under construc­
tion:· This has become a Cardinal Sin in 
web design. Web si tes are always under 
consIruc1ion if they're any good. Then 1 
started looking for an address or phone 
number. Neither were listed, not even 
on their order form. That set off alarm 
bells. So. I wanted 10 leave them a mes­
sage but there was also no convenient 
way to send feedback. Overall, I say 
skip Make Up Mania! and slick with 
our community vendors. 

As we work our way into the last days or 
summer (can you believe it already?), 
metallics arc the colors to work with. I 
especially like warm bronze and copper 
tones in the daytime for eyes. cheeks and 
lips. Here are some items to try ... 
Fran1rois Nars: eyeshadow in California 
or Key Largo ... Clinique Transparency 
Bronze face powder or eyeshadow in 
Spiced Mocha ... Artistry eyecolor in 
Suede or Tahitian Sunset. For night­
time switch to a cool sil very shadow 
like Nars eyeshadow in Bombshell. 
Cover Girl eyeshadow in Charcoal 
Frost. Prescriptives eyeshadow in 
Moonlight. or Clinique eyeshadow in 
Grey on Grey. 

Sometime ago I mentioned that some of 
the hipper young adults were wearing 
clothes that came out of the late forti~ 
swing era. Well that trend seems 10 be 
increasing in popularity along with a 90's 
version of swing music (disco is really 
dead). Dance clubs everywhere arc host­
ing "swing" nites where kids can jillcr­
bug to the likes of the Squirrel Nut 
Zippers, Big Voodoo Daddy, and the 
Brian Setzer Orthestra. (Yes, that Brian 
Setzer of former Stray Cats fame.) One prob­
lem is that older adults think "swing" parties 
means wife swapping. Ha! Old fogies. 
Anyway, I rully expect to see pencil 
thin mustaches and Ricky Ricardo 
jackets be the rage this Fall. 

The Fall (yes, we must stan thinking 
about colder weather now) Fashion 
Buzz is longer coat and jacket length~. 
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like 'J/4 car length and maxi-coats. A 
great look would be a 3/4 length coat 
wilh narrow lapels over a charcoal grey 
sweater and knee-length black leather 
skirt. Tres Citic! Another great look is the 
suit made up of longish jacket and 
sleeveless dress. The right touch is a bit 
of fur (faux. of course) at the ends or the 
sleeves of the j acket. The alternative to 
the dres,;y suit is the pant suit but this 
time with a maxi-coat over slim legged, 
flat front trousers. Very 70's, yet very 
90's Foxy Brown. 

More good news for the bigger girls in 
our camp. Lane Bryant reintroduces 
Venezia, a line of clothing for 17 to 25 
year olds that doesn't look like it was 
designed by Omar the Tentmaker. LB 
found that young women in this age 
bracket arc about 10 percent heavier 
than their counterparts of 20 years ago. 
tJ1us the need for younger. stylish casual 
clothing in larger sizes. Si,,es range from 
14 to 28 and include jeans. tees, 
camisoles. tanks. and chinos. 

The tag line for G<>dtilla, the movie was 
"Size Mailers:· Anyone who says ii don ·1 

is lying. Size is e pecially important 
when accessorizing outfits. Here's two 
tips from the pages of MODE maga?inc 
about accessori7ing for larger women ... 
If you have a long neck, try wearing long 
dangly earrings ... Hand bags look hes1 
proportioned to your frame. If you're bot­
tom-heavy, don't use a bag that bangs 
against your hips. If you're big-busted. a 
bag with a longer strap is preferred. 

Quotes with comments... " I love seeing 
the drag queens do me. It's such a com­
pliment. [My] new album is full of songs 
the impersonators are going 10 j ump all 
over. I can't wait lo see what they do with 
Real Woman. They're going 10 have a 

field day with it." - Singer Gloria 
Estefan ... "Viagra is the greatest thing 
for trophy wives since the invention of 
the joint bank account." - Political com­
mentator Fred Barnes. 

So, those are my opinions, but, hey. what 
do I know? Comments? Write me care of 
this publication or send email to the 
111111111111@cdspub.com>. 
© 1998 by Creative Design Services. 
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lo cr<>nling our f(' n,me sdvt'~. tl1ere- is 
S0111(' amalgam of subt'Ot1sc:ious 

imag<>s that ,n• arc> trying to tluplical<-. 
for somc> of us, thr inspiration is 
something dosE> to rt>nlil) ... for others. 
ii ,s a collag<" of two climenst011al 
images that hnve an artisrs uarne 
sc:rnwlf'd 11ndernratl 1. 

THE GREAT STATE OF TEXAS 
ThP Gulf Coast TC Community 

group in llouston. Tc-xas publishPs 

Tlw CCTG Trm1~111is\i1111 Un,• 
nc•wslf'tter. 011d I owc them n clc-1,t C\f 

grahtuclP for thPir June- issu<'. 
Pidur<'d 1,rominentl~ cm th<' t·<w<'r 

p:t~<' is thc-ir Se<.·rct:llyfl're11surpr 

Jen11ife>r Ren<>. Je11nifer is on<' of those 
n;ttnrnl bl'uutiN who nt once 111akc-s 
,·ou 11:lppy to h:wE' S<'C'n such a work of 
:trt. and kind of piss<'d off thnt you 
c.m·t look like thnt yC>urself. 

Th11t's a nnlural emotionnl mix to 
h:wC'. don't you think? Joy nnd envy. 
It's the th('mP behind the "Don't hnte 
me hPcnuse I'm bt>autiful" slog:rn. But 
it's mch n finr lin<> to \\'alk. especially 

"liC'n you think that wc-·r<' all st,trting 
from scratc:h ... so 1111" t·ome she look~ 
thnt good .1nd I don{,) 

Th" photC> of j<'nnifc• r was tnk<'n at 
tlac- Unil)' Conferc>m·c- in wlrnt npp<':trS 
to be n l1ote>I lobby. Smiliug swe<'tl) 
al>C>ve her sle<'v<'l<'ss t-<x:ktail clre>ss, 
shapely l<'g~ nnd pointy pumps. onc> 
wondns what it would he like to I,<' 
Jennifer at thnt mC>mPnt? 

Ifs Jennifer's world. wc:r<' <)Ill} liv­
ing in it. 

Philadelphia's ActionAIDS Has TG Job Opening 
AttionAicls is looking for someone 

to fill the position of Outrt>ath and 
Ecl11c·ation Specialist to the 
Transgcnder Community. 

QUALJFICATIO S: 
Rl'SpP<'I for diversity. Knowledge 

nncl undNstnncling of and st>nsitivity 
to the transgender community. ll igh 
sd1ool dcgr<'<' nnd 3~5 }'<'nrs experi­
enc<' working i11 thc- lmnsg<>nder c:om­
m1111ity. Bmnd knC>\declge of HIV clis­
<'IIS<'. ecluc:ntio11 aud pr<'vC'ntion intN­
,·c-11tiom and ~trat<'~tics Ability and 
W1ll111gn<'ss to eollaborate as well as 
work i11dep<'ndentl~. 

BASIC ru CTION: 
PrO\itl<' <'Cluc-ntiun. str<'<'l outreach. 

information ancl support to the Irons-

genclt>r community ,,ith the goal to 
prevt>11t II I\' infecticm and otlif'r sexu­
ally tnlllsmitted disrnses. Assist trans­
gcnd<'r individuals lo ~et into systems 
or cnre. 

SPECIFIC HESPONSH31LITIES: 
1. \fork with rc-prrsC'ntnli\'C'S of 

nrE>a ngt>ncies providing tmnsgend<'r 
s<'nices to mllnbomte a11cl design 
,;able str.tt<'gies to pre\'rnt the> sprPad 
of IIIV iu th<' transgender populntion 

2. Prnviclr 011trc-nd1 and C'clucation 
to transgrnd<'r individuals and groups 
111 thC' ('()llllllllllit) 

:l With n vic-w IO\\'arcl tliC' di\'l'rsity 
1, 1th111 th<' mn11111111it~ . pro,id<' ,md 
<·rc>ate s11pport groups for transgrnd<'r 
ill(li,1c\11ak 

-L Sup<'n·ise outrrach assistants 

f'LEASE NOH: 

5. Develop and distribute a tra11s­
gcnclE'r resource pamphl<'t. 

6. Provide transgender all(I A IDS 
education to ngt>ncies and organi1 .. 11-

tions working with th<' tmnsgrncler 
populntion. 

7. Distrib11te prcv<'ntion 111ntC'rials. 
S. Partidp:tlr in traini11g, supen·i­

sion, and staff devC'lopmc-nt. 
9. Collett stntistit-s aud maintain 

accumtr records. 
10. Other d11tiPs as rC'q11irl'd. 

Those- interestt>d in npplyin~ for 
thP position may mnil or fa., rC'SlllllE'S 
lo: Ac:tionAIOS I IR, 1216 Arc:h Stre<'t. 
6th Floor. Philadelphia. PJ\ 1910i 
Thr fax numhN is 2L5-86- l-6~J:30. 

The rnntl'nt, of this Ol'\\Sll'ttcr c1re copyrighted. If you w,mt to reprint an .utide wn1 ,cc hl•n•, pll•.1,c 
rnnt,1(·t the editor for permis,ion. Mo,t likcl} we' ll ,,1y "Ye,", hut )OU <.lo h,lVl' to ,1,k 11, fir,t. 

Alexandra Victoria 
1tofesslo11a/ JJakmp .Arrlsr/Consulram 

Pager: (215) 658-3774 

Makeup Classes • Shopping • Wig Styling 
Full Skin Care & Cosmetic Line 

A caring, discrete non-sexual environment 
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(;Re~:JC.ine SeRvices L:c.o. 
Traditional Photography 

Scanning Services 
Photo Quality Printing 

Digital Photo Enhancement 
Web Page Design 

Phone: (773) 73,·9906 
Email: gryln@con centric.net 

Web Site: www.conccnlric.net/-iryln/ 
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Anything For A Buck? 
by J(.,~ica Brandon 
111 tlw Jul~ 13th <'lliltou of1,m~\f!.null'r 

F11,m11. K,Ji11a fsato m1·nhonccl ,u1 ,u'lid· 
rmm n politimlly ill('Om'C1 nwn:~ magn-
7jnc- c:,JIN:I M afim ,J10111 Brum Zc-mhic-. a 
gm \I ho took a r<',illy insnn<' ,,ilg<·r: tc, 
\\'l'.\T hl"C'ast i111pLu1ts for ,m rntirc )C-,\T to 
win ~100.000.00I 

Tlw nrtidr, titled ·,he Miu, \\1th Tit<' 
$100.000 81"C'nsts·· bq;ns ,.,itli Brinn living 
inn h;1throom on a $14.000 lx-l lh,,t 
<:oulcL, ·1 stn~· I hel"C' for 30 days. Ewntually. 
his g,m1hli11g friend, J<X')' "ho made the> 
l)('t c,wes in attcr ten clays and gives Brian 
$7,000. TI1ats the basic:s of life "ith Brinn. 
I Ir s clesc:nlX'Cl as beu1g a Joe Sixpock kind 
or~')' who hates to p11nch I\ ckx:k. t\ S<'ri• 
ous gnmbl<'r. 13Jinn e-nms a U"ing through 
Back).,rammon. roke-r, and the:' wild ruid 
<:ffiZ)' bt,ts h<' tak<>s to \\in some easy cash. 

Tlw boob het cnme about after nnoth­
n friend of Brians. Jobo olfcml him a 
lnmclrNI grand iflw'cl gc-t implants. :v3Cs 
like· a fr·inal<' friend of tlwiis ,uid wear 
th<'m for a \'t"<IT. Brian a~,1 alkr losu,g 
$30.000 on a bad stoc:k tip. h<' C'Wll m,u1-
a~c'(l to ~C't tlw imphmts p11l iii for r!'l'<'l 

Brian lmm,s a plast1t· s11r~'<n1 lw Ol'C'il­

sionally gnmhlC's ,,ith and ,m11 tl1C' 11KJ11<•y 
lie nrt>tk·d. $4.500 afiC'r two hours of 
li;1c:kg;u11111011. So Brian goe5 undc>r th(' 
knif<'. lk'lS thf' 11npla11ts itL'lt'rtC"<I thc·n flllt'CI 
,mcl \"Oilj, in5limt 38C. 

To make- a long story short. Brian I ins 
th<' tim<' of his life- \\ith tht> implants. 
sl 1owi11g them off to his budclic:-s, his s<-x 
life C"\'<'ll impr0''Nl as the womc-n Brian 
courts Uke his breasts instead ofbd11g 
repnl.sro by them. M<'all\\hile. Brinns 
fiu ntly thinks his <'.5rapacl<' is a rrol hoot. 
ml<.l his father boasts th,,t if someone 
oCfeW<I him a hrn,drt'CI grand, lw'cl wear 
imphu,ts too. Also, Brian, :.omcthing of a 
lech claims to ha\/(' lx-oomc a bcttc-r man 
for his c-xperience, roming lo w1der:stand 
1,➔mt womc-n go through. 

Now, here's the kicker. Nearly 18 
months hnvt" (XISSt'O since the surg<>ry. and 
wlii.lC' Brians long ~inc."<' wUected his 
lllOllt') f ron I Jolx:,, he-s )'t'l to remove the 
irnpkmts, saying it's fun to have breasts 
and that lw might kc-c-p tlicm for auother 
:si." ruonlhs lo a }'t'.I!. ~ this 111(•ai1 

Briru1's f'ntertairli.ng thoughts of tnuis-

,t'stism? 'ot hanUy a~ tllf' topk• 11f'\·rr 
\ UI ll('S up d11ri11~ l I W mur..c· or thC' artk;l('. 
\ \ 1tilt• Brim1's ck•arl) not the tmmgen­
derr'<l type. apparmtly, he- S<'C'ms lo l1ivc­
havi11~ l>rmsts. 

TI1is ht·~ ti r<· quf'5lion: if so111<'01W 

olTC"r<'<l you a l111ndl'{"(I gmnd lo lian- ;,VK; 
implnnts put in for a year. \\Ould )'OIi <k) 
it? \\oulo you linw· thc- I\C'T\'(" lo do what 
Brinn clicl? I lrnve to aclmit I think I 
\\OlJcL The luJ"C' of such monry ,,"011kl IX' 
hnrd, if not impossibl<- for rnosl people- lo 
l"C'sist, especially thoS(> wh ll<"'-'C'r S("("n suc-h 
money. Oh. sure, tlic dang<.>rs of implants 
nre well known, but (\!'(' thcy any l<-ss 
1nen.1eing lh,'Ul bhick mnrkc:'t homlOnC's 
sold to stl"C'ct qul"('11S in darl< ln1Ck ,Jkys? 

Perhaps <"-'C'n to enlc:'rtnin sud1 
thoughts ar(' in'><lll<' enough, but llwn. lo 

CC'rlain se-gtll<'nls of tl1e public. we're 
crazy as hell to begin with. Still. it took 
tixmenclo, ,s amounts or courage for .1 guy 
who probably oouklnl <""f'll SfX'U trrulS\1--s­

tilc lo do somcthuig on a lark tlmt "e fru1-
lnsize about. A copy of this artide ";U be 
1 naclC' availabl<' to the Rm,'\is.5o-ux:c ~ 

lihrruv. tC9 

yo :§orf dess & $f egol)r/. • • 
Transformed and transfixed! That's what you will be after visiting with 

Ms. Lynda at CDtips. We offer in-house transformations, personalized 

shopping, wardrobe selection and consultation, feminine 

comportment instruction, glamour makeup application, 

manicures, pedicures, full epilation, and more. 

Ms. Lynda is the premeire makeover artist in the 

greater Philadelphia area and works with JoAnn 

Roberts at her Paradise In The Poconos weekend. 

Call or email now for rates and information: 
CDtips@aol.com or 215-878-3383 

hup://www.tgfmall .com/cdtp/cdtp.htm1 
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BOOK 
NOOK 

0mg: A Hi'itory of FemaJe 
impersonation in the Performing Ar1s 
h} Roger Baker. \\ith C..'Onhibutions by 
Peter Burton and Richard Smith. New 
York: e-., York Unh't'rsity Pr('$. lOOt 

Rc1,iew hy Jn111ifer Mne -

D~oriizy,.,llyappearecl in l9&3.111e 
lntc R~er Baker had upthted moo of the 
book at the time of his death in 1993. Peter 
Burton \\mte Cluqxers 4 and 5 of Part Ill. 
in acklition lo updating tJ1e preface. bibl~­
r.~)hy and notcs. and Rk:hanl Smi01 \ll'Otc 
Cl k1pter 6 of Part ll I. 

It mar S('('lll the l'('\'("l'S(' of nonnal 
pmc:ticc for me to 11<"iS(' rC'adcrs 11ot to 
n~ tilt' t:n>es for the fof'('st. ff I do not, l 
fmr that tJ1ere are remnrks in this won< 
"hi<:h \\ill cause tmt,s~ndel"C'CI readers to 
turn.• out. The- wviC"\,-s o[Tc,ot.~ii• aucl re11tf 
(227-228. 232-2.'33}. and the espousal of 
"boys' clressc>s" (244-245)-thc mndlO kilts 
mid Greek "~urior nu lies-are t•·<amplcs of 
this. I would suggest Olat you use tl,e \\'Ork 
as an e\'lensive oompt>nclium on lemale 
impersonation in tilt' perf onni11g arts. But I 

wrnJd also J"('(l)111111<•ncl that }Oll greet t'C'r­

t.lin p;L~ \\ith laughter, not ru~er. Ul(-n 
[lOmk-r the question.~ miS('(I and ru1swc•r 
thc-111 for themsdves. in prutic:uL1r regard­
ing tlw unfortunate ronflk-t bctwren the 
guy 1md tht> tmt~1xler n10,'<'n1<'11ts. 

111£' work is divided into three 1xuts, th<' 
first ck-ruing \,ith the hi.story of male 
ac:tl"('SS(>S frum tlw mimdc plays of the 
Mic.kl!<> Ai,rs up through tll<' Elit.nlx>tlk'Ul 
pcricxl to tll("ir replac;ement by f c-mal<> 
ndres.ses during tile rt'ig:n of Charles l l. 
111e SC'OOnd pru1 sen"eS as ru1 interlude on 
oOstag<' r<'mnle impersonation (induding 
ti IE' mstrnti or O[>('m. and the CTC'.'\tion of 
"trouser roles" ofter their ck>misC' ). begin­
ning \\ith tl1c Chrvnlic-n- d'Eon.111e tJurd 
part runs tluuugh Ulf' divt>rse fonns or 
fen11tl<> impersonation in the t\\'t'ntietl1 cen­
tUJy. from ni,ght dub impeoonators, to so1-
dif'rs in dn-sses, to movies, to rock groups. 

ff thL~ \\Urk \\'C"re writtc-n simpl) as a 
mmpenditun howe"er, fc'\\' wottld prob.1-
bl~ read it a.~ a\\ hol(•. It L~ in rnrt tJw 
ai 1lhor..· U1C'SIS on t11c- historic-al dt>\·elop­
mcnt of fomalf' imperS<n 1ation in ti I<' arts 
\\ hich mnk<'S tit<' book good reru:~ng-b} 
raising lj't'brows. Baker distinguishes 
between 11':-\I impcoonation. anti false clis­
gtlise (p. 14--16). In tll<' fomwr, tJie spec-ta­
lors are unaware that th<.> ,dress<'S are 
lllru<'. ln false disguise. OtCj' ,U'(' H\\,U"C'. Ile 
goes to ~It lengths to coutm.5t 
EliJ . .abC'tJmn mKI A~ia11 (Chinc'Se :md 
Japan<'SC) female impersonation tmditions 
to ,\rgU(' th,\t rrol imp<"l'SOl'lation did ocmr 
i.n SI ankes-peares tin 1e. but nct in A.sin. nor 
in tl,e \ \'!'St 11111d1 IX)und ltis tinie. 

This so@ds fuie, but in tJie second prut 
in speaking of o[migc acting in the inter­
lude betweeu the Restomtion and tJ1e 
t\Vfmtieth c't'ntwy. Baker notes tl1at in 

Kalina Jsato ha5 ndtteo some of the best 
books on the subject of crossd.resslng. 

some \\'est<>m impc•rsonntion a<:ts. tl1e 
m.tlc- oc1Trss l"('\'f.'al.~ hiv'lwr genital~ ul tll<' 
c-11<L \\'hm II<' tmplic-s tJ,at the- m'C'lntion 
of the Chevnlierc cl'Eons malt> genitalia in 
th<' 1mrguc- means that the- storirs of his 
li\ing disgui~l as a female may he- fo]S(", 
what a \\'Oll<lc>rftJ pi('(.-e of stmc:tumlism 
(J 21 -1.22, 125-126)! Perha~ l'{':tdcr. 
shoukl not blame Baker for failiug to state 
that a.llegntions 01nt Eclwnrcl I lyd('. nn Parly 
Co\'en10r of Nt>\v Jrrsry. worc clrr-.~ in 
public: mny hm't' lxx>n slander (00). 

But ,,hen he SE'elllS to say that in 
Eli7,ahethnn times (tlie ogc of renl imper­
!,Ollation). \\'Olll<'ll were c:bnttl'ls. while 
wh<"n fashion reploced rank a,,; a sign of sta­
t11s in the time of Charlf'S ll, lh<> riS<' oftlw 
e,-ompanionate marriage nncl hon~ iality 
(\\ith of c..ourse. false disguise) signalC'CI ,Ul 

mlproven'l<"llt in Ule stn.hlS of women -
mtlly? Did not Pbto writr tl1e S)111posi11m 

(ru1cl tl1c- l.A-'Sis rn1cl the Channides. for that 
mattl'r) lo,;g IX'forc Charles ll? Of t'Olll'SC', 

1n.myare thosewlXJ b!'li('\-e thnt Q11C't'n 

Elimbc>tJ1 I \\~ls in fad a \\'Ollt.Ul, though 
BakN does dd"<' into Bram StokNs 
h,pothc>sis that she may not haw l)('('n 
(127-128). noting tl1.1t she wns 1xntm}'<'<I II) 
11 man in OrL'lndo. 

l11c- rec..-onunencL1tion of"boys' dresses" 
sheds light on n rdmin throughout the­
work t.hat a ni.Ul who engages in real 
impersonation mcx:ks wotm'l1. For in a 
inalf' JomimtNI \\Orkin m.m in a dn"'iS is 
not to be taken seriously. Tius should gi\'l' 
[XlUSC for thougl 1t. \ \ 11C>n l \\X',lr ph1ts. I 
tJlink of femalt>S 1 wc-nt to school witl1 nnd 
\\Un<rd with. not bmwline; lllMC'S. ~!aylX' 
tJtis is bromse lhouglt I am U-ltic. 1 arn 
Anl<'ri<:an. not Eni,ish. But whm a tn.'U t 

continued 0 11 page 19 

Visit her web site at 
www.crls.com/~Kallna/Vamp/ Mall.html 
or send $2 for ber latest catalog to: 

Mail order high heels and hoots in hard to 
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envelope. send $3.00 10: 

~lary Dln, 2300 Walnut Street, Suite S26 
Philadelphia. PA 19103 USA 

Make all checks payable to l\lary Dlo. 

Tramform yourseJftnto the woman 
ofyour dreams with Kalina's books. 
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The ConnecticuTView Promotes Inclusion 
by Denise Mason 
The COll1U'clic11T View. a social and 

support group for o,<'r 50 
C :01111c•c:tic:ut ,111cl local statc-s t·ross­
<lresst'rs. are planning to t'\pnnd tht'ir 
111C'mhc-rsltip b) imit111g fc-111ale to 
niale <:rossdr<'ssers to Join their group. 
DP111~<• ~1uso11 . NC'\\'Slf'tter Editor 
sav:;. "We- rC'alizr that thc- 1mtjorit) of 
t·rosscl rC'ssrrs in nrrcl of a support 
group arc mules who dress as females 
ancl want to be ,K'<'epted by socic-1). 
The f C'mnlE>s. who hnvf' easily assimi­
latecl into the mn_l<' rol<>s. clon·t gel 
looked at twicc> because jC'nns. boots. 
0oppy tops, short hairdos. and no 
nmkrup art' 11111<:h mort' nc:CC'plable. 
nncl societ) doesn't rt'ally know 
whc•lher the person brforC' lhem is a 
ff'nrnlc who just likt>s mnle attire. or a 
femalt> who is trying to "bt'" male. 
SociE>ty, clot>sn 't cnre." 

Rt>t·ently the c:onnectic:uT \'iew 
brgan to wonder if the-re- nre issues 

female• cmssclressers havc> thnt m,ght 
br similar to those of th€' mah• to 
f<'mal<> erossclresser. Are 1lwy star<>d 
at? Do thC') haw thf' "b.tthroom prob­
l<'m" that (femal<') imp<>rsonating 
niales la:\\'e? Are they cnlkd "Sir?" Do 
they like it? 

B<'c-ause the t-0111wcticuT Vi<',, is 
thr onl) O[Wn crossdrC'sser dub in 
Connecticut,"" in, itf' evc>ryon<', as 
long as there is some connection to 
tmnS\·estitism. crossclrt'ssing. or traus­
SC'Xtmlisrn. Wc> wE>lc:omC' wivE>s, signifi­
c·ant oth<'rs or 10\ers of the 
TV/COffS. \\'e wnnl children of 
lransvestite pnrents. or parents of TVs 
to c'Ontnct us, and we off er any sup­
port we t·nn. There are other dubs, 
hut on<> admits thf' n<:'ed to screen 
potc>nlial members, :md nlso cloes not 
allow transvestite admirers to join 
tht>ir group. Another admits to being 
strictly heterosexual. nncl n third is 
aimed at helping mninly tmnssexnal-.. 

That is why wi- want it kno\\11 that 
we f P<'I f C'rnnl<> erossdn>ssPrS joining 
with 11s won Id Ii<> a he>11Pflt. possihly 
morP to the male to female cross­
clresser. hut who knows? Dialog 
betweC'n us might be very <:'nlight<'ll­
ing. And as one TV who :\Clmircs 
women. l would lovp having thr 
female to mnlf' sidf' of issut's air<'d to 
s<'<' if a h<'li<'r nc,:cptan<·<>. union. nncl 
UJ1derstancling can start between our 
respectin~ groups, nnd help us work 
togethE>r to have society unclerstnnd 
and accept everyone. 

1 f there nre any female to male 
crossdressers out tht>re rending this 
who wish to discuss this furth<'r, 
please- contact Denise Mason at 
- @aol.co111>. If anyon<' "isl.es 
a sample newsletter. plc·nsC' contact 
the connectkuT Virw, P.O. Box 228 l , 
Devon CT. 06460. 

PFLAG Announces "Transgathering" 
PFlAGS Trnnsgc-ndc-r Special 

OutrP.l<'h NC'twmk (TSON) invitrs nil 
thoS(' intc>l'('StC'd in tm11.~C'ncl<'r Lc;sues, 
p,'Utitularl) all PFLAC lll<'llll><'rs in lhe 
11,, Af('A and the- E'Otif(' \\'f'st Coast, to 
nttC'ncl a spNi:J 'Tm1Lc; Catheri.ng" 
SrptE>mber 11-13 in San Fmnc:ism. The 
c ht C's "'!'rC' dmwn to ('Oi11ticl<' with the 
PFlAC A.nnu.J Meeting, SatunL1y. Sept 
I 2 at 3 PM. \\ilen a \'Ole is e,1,e(.:ted 011 

pmpoSC'<l l,y-L'lW!i changes that would 
makc> PFLAG off1cially trans~en<ler 
ind11sh·C' 

l11e tentativc- agrml1 indudc-s work-

sltops on 'The C'.endE'r Spcctmm" b) 
Jamison Green. FT.I'. 1 ttdi\ist, "C<>ndc•r 
ldmtity Disorder :md Gender \'i1ria11t 
Chik!J"C'n" by nn<.) Sharp ru1cl Shannon 
~linlE>r. Esq., and 'TC Support in a 
PFI..AG Contt'xt: Several Moclelc;" by 
Kan•n ,mcl Bob Cross, TC nctivists. 11ie 
workshops \\ill IX' scpamte. not t'Orx:ur­
rent. to allO\, atteudanc'<' at all three and 
c,'K'h will foature a divel'SC' p .. mel. 

R<-gistmtion for the Tnms Gathering is 
$35 per person, \\11ich i11dudes ;tll work­
shClp!i, lurK·h and TSON R('(.'C'ptions. 
Un<'mployed persons may br admitt('(l 

for $10 ,md may volunt('('r to help \\ilh 
the c.·<mff're1lCE'. TSON will be mttting nt 
the Shmmon Court l lotel. 550 (-:C-.uy 
Street. San r'rancisco 9-t l 02. phon<' 
415-775-5000. Room mtrs are $109 
for I -2 pNsons. Other O<'C'upancy 
rates nn> m·ailablc>. 

For mol'l' infonn.1tion. mntncl lary 
Boenk<' ~ l.t'Om>. 54().. 
800..:39157. Karen Gross 

@fool.com>,216-6Hl4157. or 
Nancy Shmp @aol.mn1>. 
54()..253-()(xj4.) A 

(609) 737-8965 
Fax: (609) 730-1750 

PK Consulting Associates 
Pahicia Klein, M.S. 

Sexuality Issues 
Orientation • Gender Identity 

Pa rtners • Families 
"Our Mission is u, lit tht bnt Fashion JtM•tlry 

bayinf tipt:rulffct In 1ht world. " 

TRISH SHERIDAN 
Region Manager 

~8 West Scotch Road 
Pennington. NJ 08534 
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Making 
Sense of 
It All 
hy Lee Etscovitz, Ect.o. 

If Not Now, Whe n? 
All human brings. and especially 

those- of 11~ who arl' transgenclrrNI 
face a fundamental clilc-mma which. 
01w wa) or another and to one extent 
or another. we ea('h rc>sohe during 
our lifetime. That dilemma can h<'st 
he <"<pressed in the form of a ques­
tion: \\'hat is the relationship betweC'n 
what one does for oneself and what 
one does for others? A classic expres­
sion of this samE' guE'stion can be 
found in an ancient Jewish sa)ing: 

If I am not for myself, 
who will be for me? 

If I am for myself only. 
what am I? 

If not now, whE'n? 

ln terms of my 0\\11 l"xperience as a 
t ransgenclerE'd person, thE' si~1ifi­
c-a11ce of this question. however it is 
E'xpressed. has increased with the 
vears. I recall the first time the quc>s­
tion became a conscious part of m, 
liff'. I wns in c'Ollq~e. and I wrote a 
papE'r f'ntitled: "Indh·iclual llnppiness 
and Social RE'sponsibiliry." I do not 
rf'call what specifically triggered my 
intellectual interest in this issue. I do 
know that my father could not under­
stand. let alone encourage. my voca­
tional wishes to bf' a writf'r or a musi­
cian or possibl) a rabbi. 

Moreover. he was always trying to 
"make a man·· out of me. though I 
could ne,c-r understand his concc>rn. 
So givC'n tlwse experiences among 
others. I began to ask. as a college' 
st11clc>nt. "h) I could not be true to 
mvself. at least ,·oc•alionall). and still 

be part of sodety, which meant ac-c-ep­
ttrnc·e by my family. 

I did entc-r rabbinkal school. onlv 
to drop out aftf'r si, 111onths with a 
"deep inner unrest ... as my condition 
was labc.'lc.'cl. In retrospect, that ··co11-
cl1tion" had deep transgender impliea­
tions, but at th<' time I univ knew that 
I did not fit inlo thl' E'xp<'c-tations my 
fathc>r had of me, nor was I ahlE' to 
concentrate on mor<' studies. <'V<'ll 
those ol Ill\' own choosing. 

I was imitecl hac·k to rahhini<'al 
school aftN two ,·ears, hut I d1ose 
instead to get mv doctorate in E'cl11ca­
tional plulosoph} and human rela­
tions. All through my e;rad11atf' stucliC's 
l saw psychiatrists, bf'cause l was 
111<.·reasingly unhnppy in ways I could 
not fathom. The psychiatrists could 
not fathom my unhappiness eitht'r. 
exC'ept to note that I was a very anx­
ious person. }.ly "inner unrC'st" in­
crC'asC'd. though somehow I was able to 
get my ro11rsC' work clone, writ<' a dis­
sertation, get my degree, and obtam a 
position ns a professor of education. 

During my graduate studies I also 
got married. more out of loneliness 
than love. There wns nothing wrong 
with my spouse. Instead. thc>re was 
something wrong with me. for I con­
tinued to be puzzled br Ill)' very 
llf'mg. Perhaps the fact that all of this 
was taking plac.·e in th<' late 1950"s and 
early 1960-s helps to explain, at least 
in tc>nns of gender confusion, ,\h) l 
and my psychiatrists c:ould not under­
stand Ill) anxiety and depression. 
Little was known at that time about 
the transgencler phenomenon. 

During the next fifteen years. as 
husband and father, [ tried to give to 
my spouse and to my three children, 
hut the more I gave of myself, the less 
I felt nlive. I felt increasingly drained 
of my very t>xistencE'. One psychiatrist 
said that my love> bucket was low. I fe 
nf'ver helpc>d me to see that l did not 
love myself, let alone my mnlE' sE'lf. 
Love from others dul not really help, 
because> others WC'r<' loving an image 
of me that. at least subconsciously. I 
did not rC'ally own or rven want. 

I nrC'clC'cl ·to givr to rnys<>lf. and that 
need incrensingly gave way to activi-
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ti<'s that culminntecl in a divorc<'. 
\ \'hen I rE'marric-cl sewn years later. l 
still clicl not kno,\ I had transgen<ll'r 
fc-rlings. though I clicl know sorne­
thing. p<"rlmps the samr inner unrC'st I 
had experienced vears earliC'r. wa5 still 
liothering me. I just hoped that what­
<'Vt'r it was would go away with a nr,, 
rf'lationship. It clicl not. and that was 
"h<'n t ht> clilC'mma of which I ha\(' 
been speaking hit me hardc-r than <'V<'r. 

It has he<>n during Ill} sec·011<l mar­
•iagf' that I haw• disc.-m<'r<'<I and ac·tl'd 
upon Ill) trnnsgendN ff'<'lings That 
disco,·ery and the decisions folio\\ ing 
it It.we bf'en th<> somce of ,m grf'atest 
happiness and mv grE'atest p;1in. l 
truly love Ill\ spouse. and she love's 
me> equally. After much soul-senrcl1-
i11g. ancl with the hdp of professional 
counseling from someone> "ho rPcog­
nizecl ancl understood my transgc>nder 
feelings. I deciclE'<l to take- a stand on 
ITI)' need to make a gender transition. 
I could not put off making such a 
decision without putting my life on 
"hold." and I had nlready done too 
much of that. 

My decision has brought me mu<:h 
anguish, because the pain it has 
brought to my spouse means I might 
losC' her. But Wt' arc still together, 
though two \\Omen livin~ together is 
not what my spou~e mtenclecl when 
she marrif'd me. She- po111ts out that 
shr originally said. "l do." \Jow sh<' 
c:an only say. "O) Ver!" 

There may be some humor in all of 
this. if only for occasional rc>lief. but 
thC' seriousness and painfulnE'ss of it 
all, regardless of the outc.'Ome. undN­
scores the dilemma exprC'ssed in thc­
original question and amplified in the 
ancient Jewish saying. Simply put, 
from my own point of vie" as the 
transgendered partner. the dilemma is 
that, if I do not honor Ill)' transgencler 
feelings, I am a walking dead person: 
and if l do honor those feelings, then 
I risk bec.'Oming a very lonely person. 
If I am not for myself. will anyone 
else really be for me? But if I do not 
tnke into account the f celings of those 
closC'st to me. esp<>cially spouse and 
children, cnn I slill rnjo) my life? 
After many years of inner misery, 
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what should now be- my greatPst joy is 
t11ming out to be the' sour<:<' of :-moth­
c-r grc-at rni NY. ml y t. if I do not do 
somC'thing now, when will I? 

Pc-rliaps therc- is 110 satisf. 'ing t·on­
dusion lo an • of I his. There is just the 
ongoing struggle to find as muc:h 
m ~ming ancl happiness in life as po -
sible. The following pot>m, called 
"Tf." is m • attempt to make some 
sPnse of this wholP dilemma: 

If l am not (or Ill(', 

for f c-c>ling good. 
for rc-ac:hing in 

and disc:ovc-ring m , should. 
whatc>vc-r that be, 

Book Nook ... 
clons a kilt to IX' more ma<:110 than m n 
,, ho rPStrit1 thc-msc-h'C'S to lmtL<;C'TS, how is 
he furthering wnmc-ns rights? Pc-rhaps 
whc-11 a ni:m <.,Ul engage in what Baker 
t,Jls m.J impc-rsonation of a woman. ancl 
hc- takc-n serio11sl). tlus will tml hC' a sign of 
('(111alit~ hC'tW('('n mc-n and ,nmK'n. 

If tlus hook is takc>n as C:osp<'L ii \\ill hc­
pnl asidr-. 8111 if it inspil'('S tmnsgc-nd rNI 
JX'rsons lo rC'ad th pla\r.l, nm Is ,md hic;­
lorit,J work.'i c:it('(I it I it. SC'(' lh<' 11'!0\ic-s. 
hc-ar th oprms. lL<;(" its c-x<.'C'll nt hihliogm­
phic>S to org;utizC' f C'nmle irnp<.'rsonation 
sh K~<'- . :JI thP while d1allc-nging many of 
thc- work's ba~· th<'SC's, thc- \\TIiing "~II 
prm't' to bC' 1110rt' of a d:c sk· thm1 Bnl«-r. 
Burton 1uid 'mith muld C'\'C'T imaginr. 

if I am 1101 for all of 1ltat, 
who \\ill rPall I be for me 
in tho e dt>epest moments 

of an inward chat? 

But if I nm for mp alonP, 
if I never think of somc-011P elst>, 

not c>ver r aching out be ond 
tht> lif E' I call my own. 
if I clo none of that, 

what am I. then. 
that 1 dart> givc­
my lm·k a pat? 

o if not now, 
whf'n? 

\\'hc>n ,,~II I reac:11 

ACLl1 ... 
installed on all computers" for the 
puq)OSP of limiting ,K'C<'SS lo matrrials 
that arc- "pornoirraphic" or "harmful to 
ju\ C'nilrs. " By using blocking oftware 
to implPment this polic . the library is . 
in c-ffc-C'I. "removing books fro111 thc­
shPhes" of the Internet by blocking 
man ' 1 ntc-m<'t sitc-s with valunhl<' rclu­
<.·ational. polilit'al. lit<'m1 •, artistic-. 
so<"1al . and rc-ligious peecl1 that would 
olherwi e hC' available to library 
patrons. 

•• Rc-naissan<:e provide. information 
about lrnn gE'nder issue. to nn ·one 
with an intPr!'St in tho e is ues," said 
\Is. ,ardnc-r. She c:ontinuNI. "To 
block our itr as "pornographic:" i 
absurd. To kec-p this information from 
low inc:ome tran genclcrecl incli,iduals 
who ma , not hc- ablP to afford 
Internet ac<:c-ss is simpl , wrong." 

Wh<'n Is. Gardner and her A L 

to share, 
to tc-ad1 . 

to gi\"C· to others 
out of my living 
and full111 m s If 

out of that giving? 
If not nm , 

wh n will I do all of that? 

Ah, 
the trngic 

and the magic 
of all those "ifs," 

of all thosc- "whpns," 
just waiting 

to be "thens." 

allonw •. Chris I lnnsf'n werP ask<'d 
how th<' dC'position w<'nt ls. CarclnN 
said, "lt was 11111c:h rasiN than I 
Pxpec:trcl. Th<> cab ridC' from th<' tram 
station to thc- nttonlPys officc- was 
morC' harrowinJ!.r· \i,-r llanson addc-d , 
"Thc> Rf'nais an(·c- dE'position wc>nt 
C'Xlre111c-ly well . Thc> library's lawyc-r 
found no information that would clam­
nge our case." 

t pr<'ss timc- thc- AC:I. is contin-
11ing to pro,idP cl positions from th<> 
plaintiffs. IC'anwhile. the I ,011clo1111 
C:011nty Library Board has d1angc-d 
t·onrpositmn sint·<' it mad<' its I nl<'m<'t 
polic •. t a lllPC'ling on Jul, 20th Tlte 
Board ma nrnk<' sonw modification 
to it lntem<'l Polic . Check the Prrss 
HPlc-as<' page on I h!' Hc-nnissanc<' sitf"' 
for 11p to tlw min11tc- infornrnlio11 011 
the Lo11clo11n casC'. 

H1~4U4~." 

Marilyn Linder 
Lee Et.scovitz, Ed.D. 
Transgender Specialist 
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~ 
Letters 
to the 
Editor 

Angela, 
fek, tek, tek ... l never thought you 

would want to "rip Deniee'e view­
polnt"on my article on "passing". 
Thank goodness Dina eaw the t,enefit 
qualities of the article. 

Ae for "lawe on criminal lmperson· 
ation" ... I am aware of very few state 
lawe, and wonder if all etatee require 
the intent of performing a crime 
t,efore arreetlng a CD. Some ellly 
things have happened, and I feel we 
need to l,reak the "criminal Intent' t,y 
1,eing open at,out who we are eo there 
is no chance of someone elee deter· 
mining 'my' intent. 

It le nearly lmpoeeit,le for any CD 
who goes out to dinner, to not want 
to paee. For lt 'e juet eaeler, if they 
aid paes, for the evening to go with· 
out hassle. Discueelons al,out paee· 
Ing are dlfflcult ones ... and my article 
was Intended to show a different ek:fe. 

I hope It was fooa for thought for 
some. 

Deniee Mason 

Tl,nnks for ,our commc•nts on Ill) 
c.·0111111Pnts D<•111sl'. I don't think thr 

pns,111g dE>hatl' ,, ill <'H'r go :l\\ il). a11<I 
it's good that p('opl<-' h('ar a ,nrirt\ of 
opi11ions. Still. 111 th<' "1s 11 lrgal or ill<'­
J!al" area. ,t doesn't mattc•r if you arr 
not t l')'ing to pass or boldly .1111101111c·­

i11g that you ar<' a male· in fr111mr 
attirE', if a cop decidrs to arrest yo11. 
l1 l''II arrc-st you 

I lNe's anothN , ·icwpoinl on thc­
s11bjc-d of passing. 

Dear Editor, 
In comment to a couple of articles 

In the July lesue which seem to have 
a common thread woven In them, it is 
now very apparent that a new sut,­
category ofTG hae 1,een identified. 

The two artlclee are, flret, Dina'e 
column, •Another Note On Paeeing,• 
in which ehe commented on Denlee 
Mason's eseay, "fae&ine;" and eec· 
ond, Rikki's letter to the Editor In 
which ehe responded to Diane Dale's 
article. 

The common thread of these two 
well-woven Journals le that of the CD 
who wishes to express hie feminine 
&Ide openly, without the haeele of 
trying to "paes"·whlch, to me, Is a 
TRUE (male} COi When GGs wear 
masculine clothing, do they attempt 
to "pass" ae a GM? Not on your 
Nellie! They may wear male cut three 
piec;e euite, neckties and wlnetipe, 
1,ut do they cut their hair, put on five­
o'clock shadow and not wear makeup? 
Not on thle planet! (Some look greatl) 

Denise put,llshed my letter to her 
In whic;h I stated that I "enjoy t,elng a 
guy" who, like Rikki, wears women's 
eportewear whenever posell,le. I enjoy 
my etlrrupe and pants-1,oote with 

tunic tope most of the t ime. I pre­
eent the eelf-confldent attitude of 
"THIS ie who I am" and all who eee 
and know me reepect me for my 
courage and happineesl 

601,t,le -

BolihiC', 
The trnnsgPncler <:ommunity t'Oll· 

loins mm1y variations nnd. as you 
point out. th<' most i111portnnl thing is 
thnt "t' arc• nll proud of 011rsl'lvcs. As 
I he old rxpression goes. ,, hate,Pr 
ble>ws you r skirt up. In nw partic:ulnr 
c.-1\Sf' I enjoy going out into society nncl 
intc-rac:ting with p<'opl<' as a woman. 
not a guy in n clrpss. So. in ordrr lo hi' 
trentrJ ns n womnn, I do my best to 
hf' womnnlr If people c.·ntd1 Oil. I 
don't let it hotltr r mr. If th<'y can't 
deal with it, it's tlu.>ir problc>m. But . I,~ 
prc'S('llting mys<'lf a.s a female. PV('ll ,r 
p<'ople figure- 0111 that I am not 
fc-mal<'. I h<') still IC'nd to treat me as ,1 
female-and that makes mE' hnppy. 

Sorry to disagr<'e about wollll'll not 
wraring n1c>n 's dot hes and altl'mpting 
to pass as malr, but thc-rC' lrn,·E' bc-C'n n 
11u111ber of stori<'s in the- TC prC'SS and 
011 n ' in ret·ent VE'Hrs about f c-mnle 
c·rossdrrssrrs. T l~rv clo e:.1s1 and thrir 
hig thrill is lo be ncldrP<:st><I as "sir." 
YPs. I he, E'\'('11 put Oil nvr-o'c:lcx:k 
shadow nncl w('ar prostltetit- nnnt01m 
to t'11hanc·<• tlw ill11~1011 (It\ t·allrcl a 
Pac·k\. :mcl I 1n p<'C'rPcl 'ct\llsc• prm-
1 hE't it br<'ust s c.·ost 11 lot 111on• I han ,1 

prosth<'tic. mole> part.) Tnk<' n look nl 

the late,t Trnnsgencll'r Tnpe-:tr-y's rc•a­
t11rC' on Drng Ki11gs. 

Angrla 

To all Chapters and Mtiliates: 
PERMANENT PROFESSIONAL 

HAIR REMOVAL 

If you have any special events or 
programs you wish to publicize. 
please inform the Editor at least 
one month prior to the event so 

it can be mentioned in 
ews & Views. 
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... because this unwanted problem could 

unnecessarily last forever 

JOAN BENCAN ELECTROLYSIS 
408 New Road (Al. 9), Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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C:rC'f'tings, girlf ri<>nds! I hop(' your 
sumnH'r has hf'en as enjorahlf' as 
111ine I tc-11 ya, kicls, tl1f'n• ·s nothing 
lik(' low•!) chw upon low•I) tlay to give 
n body an C'\c·use to grl out of becl 111 

lh<' morning. If you c.•,m·t hring your­
self to h:l\'C' 11othi11g hut f1111 cl11ri11g 
surn111C'r. tllC'11 vo11 111ight as wdl mo,·e 
lo Tibet and hrc·o111C' a hennil ·cause 
vou • rP rrnlh nowhc-rP, man. 

\Jow that all the Fourth of July frs­
lhiti<'s hm·C' c-onduclrcl, It's tirn<' to 
tt•nr vo11rsrlr nwa} from tllC' br,wh. tlw 
,nountains. or your chaise Joung<>. n11cl 
tune Ill to Ill\ fahulo11s ftftl1 instnll­
mc-nl in 111, gu i<IP to shopping for 
lw~nrnrrs To rec:ap. l'v<' dts('ussed 
taking ro111 lll<'asur<'mc-nls, shopping 
for dothPs. shors, lingt•ri<'. hnndbags. 
jew<'il'). hosi<'ry, nnd mak<'up - which 
is " here· I'll pic:k up thC' chat. 

Makeup is the paint you add to 
vour fac·e. ,our "c:anvas," to t•nhance 
its frmale dmrnc:teristks. Somr of us 
are <'Xlntcmlinaril) talented at rnnke11p 
(Michelle - immc-cliatrl) comrs 
to mind)" hile others. like 111)':i<'lf. 
stnrgglC' nlong as h('st W(' c.·an. or pri­
mary importance- in nchic-,·ing our goal 
of a f emininr appearan<.'E" is cletc-rm1n­
ing our <·olor gro11p. Thr brst wm· to 
nncl \'Olm. and what eolors will suit 
you best, is to go to a 111.lkcup counter 
in a major department store. 

for exnmpl<'. Prescriptives has 
thc-,r uniq11<' ''t•olorprintmg" systl'lll 

(mc-nt1oned in o past t'olumn) \,ith 
whi<:h their ~alrspeopl<' <.·an n<·curat<'ly 
gaugr ,, hat color group ,011 hf.'lon~ to, 
ancl slio" \011 nn c,tens1, <' nrr:I\ of 
<.·osnwtt<.·~ ·for ,·our group. Whether 
you shop in v~ur ho\' or girl gt.tis<'. 
pick tlirir hmms and grt all the hps 

nnd advt<'<' ~u <M so )OU can buy tJie 
right maknrp and apply il \\ith confidenc:'t". 

!low muth make-up to hn,·<>? That 
depc-ncls on the nmount of dressing 
you do. l'\'e found you should hav<' nt 
n minimum, the following it<>ms: I 
found,ttion, I c.-011<.:C'alt>r ( if need('(l), J 
powder. I mascara. 2 c-yc-liners. 2 
lipliners. 3 blushrrs. 6 cyc•shadows. 6 
lipstitks From lirre you c•,m acid as 
n<'c·essnry, but if you 011h drc-ss om't' 
or twic:e o month ns I do. wh~ sto<.·k 
more makc•up than m1 Avon Lach,? 
That's 1ust wasting 111011ry. 

You sho11ld also havr a good <.-ollrc• 
lion of hmshc-s for makC'up npplirn­
tion. Dcpartmrnl stor<'S sell ftnr qual­
it) brushes that havr durabilit}' and 
\,ork \\'onders with cosmc-tics. A lmrsh 
collection should e,-onsist of: po"clN 
bnrsh, blusher bnrsh. er<>shadow 
brush, eyeshnclo" spongf', eyelinc-r 
brush, bro" & lash hrush, eye contour 
bnrsh, lipstick hnrsh. and sponges for 
appl)ing foundation. 

ext we come to thr topic· of 
inmge consultants. If you don't feel 
confidf.'nt enough in your abilit) to 
shop. yon might want to employ the 
sc-rvices of an 1mag<' <:ons11lt1Ult \\'ho 
pmvidcs help to those sisters unable 
to shop for thrmsekes. TheS<' people. 
or b11sin1>ssrs. can shop for you. shop 
with you. clrtennine your rolors. and 
lf'ach vou how lo put on makeup. 
Sonw even pro\id<> photography ser• 
,iC'f'S or lessons in drporlrn<>nt. 

l\e nevl'r usf'd an imag<' c.-onsul­
tant (LC.) myself. I'm proud to Sil) 
that I've built Jessirn Brnndon from 
thr ground up through trial. C'rror. 
hard work nnd lots and lots of prn<'­
lic:e, l<>arning from past mistakes to 
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m:1ke mr~rlfh<>tter But irvou·re a 
heginner and ~ou h:1,·e no idea ,, Ital 
yo11 wm1t to look like>. or lie,,, to 
ad1iev<' ,·our v,~ion ii )Oll do. thPn nn 
I.C. might h<' the \\':l) to p:n I lo"'<'\'<'r. 
il ean hi' " ,·<'n. ""Pl'll~ivP pn1po~1hon 

Sonw t•on~11hant~ d1,lrgt> lw the 
tl.i, . other" lw thl' hour anti tlwf,; 11<;11-

nlly not t·0t111t111g thl' :iclclPcl to<;t nf 
clothing. ,;hof'<:. \\'ig<: m:1kt>11p et(•. 
\ \ 'lw. I r<>a<l oner thnt 11 si<:t<'r spP11t a 

\\ hopping S9.000 on a fh·r clav ~pr<'P 
\\ ith an I.C:. 83.200 on dothes nlonl'I 
And that girl said shP had a great 
timP! Ohv,ouslv. that sish•r has more 
than enough disposabl<' incomP to 
indulge in ht>r passion. but tli<' nrnjori­
ty of 11s don't. 
• One> complaint l\·e hParcl about 
consultants is that somP of them 
arrn't r·mc:tly top-notch pros at the 
makeup tnblr. and y<'t th<') still 
charge top cloll:ir for their st>n k·<>s. J\ 
rookiP fr<'sh out of th<' do,;et might 
not know the clilTPrrnt·c-. and tl1Nr­
for<' takr thP ll•ssons to hc•art. ll'ading 
to \'Pflrs worth of c·osmPtie <•rmr<: that 
\\'C;11lrl go unnotierd. sin<·P I his poor 
son I th.ink.<; she-'s cloi ng ii righ I hrc-ausc• 
the I.C:. said so. 

Do<>s this mean that i111agr mnsul­
tants ar<' bnd? ot really. For the clos­
eted. the)' provide help wllC'rc.-' per­
haps no one d se can. If }OU do c:on­

tact onr. ask about her crC'd<'ntials. 
how long sh<>'s l){'en in businrss. her 
e,pf'ri<'nce. evt>n for referPnces if 
m·ailnl,le. ls thNe a hPtter way? 
Absolutely! Just by going ton support 
mcc-ling where- onr can mert caring 
sisters who havp "been tlic-re. don<' 
that" and 10\'<' to impart advic-c- lo :uw­
one who ask.s for it. 

As for th<' i m,,ge itsC'lf. th.it 
drpencls on tlw look )OU d,oosc· t() 

portray to thr world at Ian~<'- Yn11 can 
be sleek. stylish. <.'onte1nporary. 
sophistic:atc-cl. mbnn. to1111t I) . rxotk. 
the list goes on and on. Th<' idea her<' 
is to d100SC' an unag:e )'011·11 fed most 
comfortabl<' \\'ilh. 111 m~ opinion. vou 
don't ll<'f'd to spend lnmclrc-ds. prr­
lraps tho11sa11cls. on an i1111\g<' c:011s111-

tant when you can. witlr a littlr study. 
do it for free. 

co11ti1111ed 0 11 ,,nge 23 
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Organization Listing 
• Transgender Health Action Coalition (T-HAC): 

Tile· Trnnsg<'nd<'r Informal ion ancl P<'('r Crnms<'li11g 
1 lotlirlC" is 110\1 hPlping to S(>f\'(' th<' n('c>ds or thf' ~r<':\IC'r 

Philadelphia Trnnsgc-11<lrr c:omrnunih. The hotl111c- op<>rnt('s 
<'VPI) Monday and Thursda~ from 6 to 10 p .111 Call: (215) 
,:32-1207. Organiwtional meetings of thC' nrc- he-Id on th<> 
Sf't'Or1d a11cl fourth Thumlnys of c-ad, 111011th from 8 to 9:30 
p . 111 . 011 tl11> fourth floor of thl" \\'nshington \\'£'s1 Ofnces. 
1201 I .o<.·mt St Philn. PA. All nrc- wl'leo111P to atti>ml. 

• ActionAIDS: Support group~ nncl informntion for 
11 IV+ people i11 thP Philadelphia are:1. 215-981-0OR'l for 
gerwrnl infornrntion. Sponsor Passages, n support gro11p for 
g<'n<ler variant pPople. Call 215-981-33-19 for Passag<'s 
information. 

• William Way Lesbian, Cay, Bi, TC Community 
Center: Mnrw pro~ra.ms and diversions for the LGBT 
c-O1111111 mity in Philadclphia. For info on 11p<:oming t·vrnts 
rnll 215-7:32-2220. 

• Community Alliance of Transsernuls (CATS): TS 
support group that meets in Burlington County, rw 
Jersey. 215-536-1209 

• The Attic: Center for ~ay, lrsbi:m, bisc-xual and TC 
youth nges 12 to 23 in Philadelphia. 215-545-4331. 

• Phila. TS Support Group: 4 p. Ill. the- first Saturday 
every month at 1201 Locust Street 215-483-7647. 

T Dr. A. S. Nobel T 
Psychotherapist 
Speci31i1ed 1n Tre:11men1 

of Gender lndentity Disorders (TV ITT) 
Individuals 

Marriage & Family 

683 Donald Or. N 
Bridgewa1er. NJ 08870 

Groups 

(908) 722-9884 
Fax. (908) 722-0666 

Insurance Accep1cd 

Phone: (215) 547•5n4 II unable lo keep appointment, 
klrnllv Aive 24 hours notice. 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, Ph.D. 
Licensed Psychologist 

Fairless H1Us Psvchological Assoc. 
The Offices at O>dord Crossing 
333 S O,dord Valley Road 
Sulte 202 
Feirless Hills, PA 19030 

Newtown Psychological Centre 
660 Newtown-Yardley Road 

Suite 102 
Newtown, PA 18940 
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TransEssex lnlemalional is a Brilish-based voluntary 
self-help network dedicated 10 serving 1hc needs of 

Transvestites. Tran,;sexual'), 
their families and friends. 

It hosts the UK's biggest monthly TV/TS group party. 
runs friendly HelpLine services and publishes a wealth 

of useful information. 
For a full info-pack and sample copy of 1he world's 

hest transgender magazine. send a sterling 
lnlernational Money Order for £10.00 to: 

TransEssex International (RI), PO Box 3, Basildon, 
Essex SS14 lYf, United Kingdom. 

••• colour pictures 
... ~~" ••• stories ••• personal 

,~ profiles ... contacts ••• beauty 
features ... medical and .,.c~. ... ,, 

legal updales. , ~ ~.., 
In fact it's the brightest. liveliesl \ ' ;; 
read for the whole transgendcr • .-,." ~ 
community, families and friends. '/ 

Our infomwrim, is po5rerl in o p/crin brown ,, 
envelope. Yn11r enquiry ,..;11 be lutndled • 
P-P"> =d )"" won•, hu,.,omd fi,,,,.,, d ~ , ) 
unfus wm a.d:. ''\ - ~- --

" ... Electrolysis. I've hee11 through it. 
I can help yo11 thro11gh it. " 

Jen ell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Chester.PA 19013 610-872-2091 

O~:r, W . 
{.~ 

Large Selection 
Rene of Paris. Henry Margu. Eva Gabor. 

Dolly Parton and more. Complete privacy. 
Call for appoinunent 

610-446-0799 
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TG Community Calendar 
LOCAL RENAISSANCE 
CHAPTERS- AUGUST 

l: I ,0\\ c-r Susquchann., \'allcy. Nc·w 
Jc-rst>~ Support 

R: L<"liigli Valle). Dt>lnware 
15: C reatt>r Philadelphia 
22: Mo11n1011th/Oc:cnn Trans 

Crndt>r 

AUGUST 1998 
I : A.C.E. mertiug (Rm. affiliate) 

SEPTEMBER 1998 
2-3: S<>x11ality and Gt>ndc-r i11 20th 

Crnt111)' Eu rope, Dr P<'tm Bagi<'}', or 
Dr. ll <'IPn Jon<>s. Oc-part111C'nt of 
1..inguagf'S, UniH'rsity of Central 
Lancashire. PrPston PR I 211 E. 
<c·.williams2@ndan.ac.ub . 
< p.111. ha~ley@udan.at'.11 b, 
Ii.I. jones@ucl:m.ac.uk; tel: 01772 • 
89:3927 or f-193 126. fox: 0 I Ti2 • 
892919 or 892909 

5· A.G E. lll<'rling (Rrn. affiliate) 
11-12: Creating llealth~ Li,<'s: A 

Lr~liian. Bisexual. Transgemlcr 
\\'0111rn'5 IIPalth Conferenc.i'. 
U11iw'rsit~ of Ill i11oi~ at Chicago 
LCCP. Co11ferP11(•c Planning 
Commitlr<'. '17.5'.3, , Broaclw:,y, STE 
602. Chicago. 1 L 60640 
< htt p://www.11ic.·.edu/orgs/hc-nlth) _I i\'f' 
s/program >. < k'<'p@c-ntc-roc:t.c:0111> 

1 '-i-20: Tl,e Third lntcrnatio11al 
Congrf'ss on St>, and Gf'nder. l::x<'tC'r 
CollrgP Oxford Univer\it), J n11 Colili. 
PFC 13\.t network London. \\'CJN 
3XXTd: +44 (0) 14-7:3 121.385. fax: 

+ 11 {Ol 147:3 421 :Y,6. or Pmail to: 
<Cong.I )()ol@pfc·.org.11b 

30-10/4. So111hem Comfo1 t 
CnnfC>r<'llC'<'. llolida, Inn Atlanta 
CC'nlnl. Atlanta. <.:A Call (,1011 6:33-
EH70 onHitf' to SCC. PO. Box 
77,%)1. Atlanln, GA :30:J3i'-1591. or 
P111ail to <S(•c·al l@nol.c·om >. 

OCTOBER 1998 
:3: A.G.E. mef'ting (Rrn. nffiliatC') 
15- li': Ln,·c>nclrr J,.1wConf1>rf'nc.·e. 

Park Pl:17.,., I lotel, Boston. MA. 
Contal'I <LAVLA\\'98@aol.c-om>. 

16-18: Colomclo Colcl Rush. C IC 
ofColormlo. 1455 Ammom St.. Ste. 
100, Lakewood, CO 802J5-4993. 
303-202-6466, 
<GI CofColo@.,ol.c.-om> 

18-2-5: [•:mt asia Fair, Provincf'town, 
MA. Contact Alison Laing. P.O. Box 
473. Portsmouth, RJ 02871-0473. 
phone: (401 ) 624-4317. 

2..t: 4th Annual 
Trnnsgender/fmnsexual hf'alth 
Empowerment Conferf'nce. Audre 
Lord<' Project lnc., 8.5 South Oxford 
Strrf'l, Brooklyn NY 11217. For more 
info or input. pl<'aSC' contact: Rosalyne 
Bl11mC'nstein Dir('(.'tor C I P. 212-620-
7310. E-mail: <rhlumensl<'in@gay<:rn­
lC'r.org> or gum. 718~596-0342. 
<alpi11fo@alp.org> 

NOVEMBER 1998 
5.q: Paradis" in the- Pcwonos. 

Panta~~ g<'t:1wny W<'i>kcncl. Contac:I 
COS. P.O. Box 61263, King or 
Prussia. PA 19406. call (610) 640-
9449. or t'lllail to 
<poc.·o@nlspub.com>. 

5-8: Fall llanl'SI 1998. Spo11sorl'd 
by Cit) of Lakes Crossgt>nclerPd 
Community in M innrnpolLs. M ' at 
lh<' Sheraton INro DomC'. For mfo, 
t-onlatt CLCC. P.O. Box 14/544, 
"1inneapolis. l\tN 554 1-t. Call (612) 
:2.29-3613 or email to 
<CLCC@lopdl) n<'t> 

7: A.GE. lll<'<'ling W<'n. affiliate) 
'i-13: Dignih Cmise X and I lolidny 

.lt S<'a ll. Min1;1i to KC'\ \\'est and the· 
Bahmnas. Contact Cruises Inc:.: 
Bnrhara I\ rrndt al ( 800 l 62 l -'1699 or 
Mik<' Sinn al (800)81S-'i8:30. 

11-15· Joint l\ lreting. The Sode!)· 
for thr St'ienlific: St 11d;, of SC',11alitv 
mul American Association of Se, 
Educators. COLtnsclors. ancl SC'x 
Tlum1pists. "SrxualitY nncl the ~lt>clia: 
lloor:w for llollvwood?" \\'estm 
Bona\'~nt11rP ll~tc-1. I .m AngPlrs. CA 
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\\Tile Joint AASECT/SSSS l\kc-ting 
P.O. Box 240. Mount Vrrnon, [/\ 
52314-0240, 319-89,5-6407. fax: :3Hl-
895-6203 

20-22: Riv<'rsi<le Gain \\'eekf'ncl at 
The Inn at Franklin on Liberty Strt'et. 
Franklin, PA. for info. write to Ent• 
Sisters, 1903 \\'est 8th Strret, Suitc-
261. Erie. PA 16-505. Email: 
<rgw98@usachoice.net> or 
<esc@csonline.nrt. fax: 814-437-5H96. 

DECEMBER 1998 
o r,·ents scheduled 

JA UARY 1999 
2: A.G. E. ll\C'C'ting (Ren. affi liate-) 

FEBRUARY 1999 
6: A.C.E. meC'ting (RC'n. afnliatrl 

MARCH 1999 
3-16: Dignity Cmise XI 011 thc­

~l:lrc.;> Polo from S;,dnC'\, A11~tmli:, lo 

Cnirns. Cont:1tl Cnaisc-s I ,w.: Barharn 
Are11<lt at (800) 62 1-6699 od,l ikC' 
Sinn llt (800) H1El-7R:JO 

I f VOii kll{)\\ of any upcoming 
PH'nls of iutc-rest to tlw lrans)?;en­
cl<'red t·o111111u11it,·. plem,<· t'o11t11ct till' 
Editor with the p<'rtinrnt infor111alio11 
,ll thr address on page- two. A 

Shopping ... 
\\'C'II, girls, that'-, all for no" In 

P.irt Six. rll movr on to wiKs and 011 I · 

erwc-,,r. As nlwnys. 111, nrnilho, is op,·11 
for )'our c.·ommc-nts. tips nnd 
op,mons al 
- @vokc-nc-t.<·om>. or , 
I" snnil mail lo thc­
Tic-1111iss1u1C'<' • nlirmul offic·c-
011 pa~<' (\\O, U11til nf',t 
month, ll<' smart, bu) 
smart and look smart! 
1 lnppv shopping, sistrrs! 
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Jay Ann 

A well-established hnutique with a caring and 
professional atmosphere serving the TG community , 

and ·" offering n full Hne of intimate apparel and 
brea.~t ful"tns in an $1Z~. c~uality is }1igh ancl prices 
are competitive. Privacy and confidentiality assured. 

Ask lot Merle Pollack {>wner. 

(215) 942--0120~ 
tn The Market rloce at ttuntingdon Volley, County Une 

ond Ott~isViHe Roods in Huntingdon Vt1llavi PA. Only 
four miles from Exit 27 on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. 

TRANSVESTITE'l 
TRANSEXUAL? 

DOMINANT? 
SUBMISSIVE? 

FANTASIES & FETISHES 
Call now to where ALL LIFESTYIES are treated in an 

intelligent. caring and creatbe way. Perhaps you ha"Ve 
thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? 'Why be alone? 

Call me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counseling and fantasy 
exploration. Mistress Victoria, sweet 1V Marci and myself 

are available to train and transform you into the 
glamorous or demure girl you desire to be. Call now 

for &ee, recorded info: 

(215) 602-2888 
PRIVACY ASSURED! 
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