BIOGRAPHICAL MATERIAL ON PAULI MURRAY

Born in Baltimore, Maryland, November 21, 18910,

Pauli Murray is a young woman lawyer with a labor background.
She has always been associated with movements to advance the
cause of the underprivileged. As early as 10 ye&rs old when
she sold newspapers and magazines among the factory workers

of her community, she gained a deep and abiding interest in

the conditions of labor. As a student volunteer union organiz-
er and later as a teacher of workers education and as fleld
secretary of the Workers Defense League, she prnved herself a
determined fighter for labor's rights,

She has been eguolly passionate in her struggle to galin equallty
for minorities, In 1938 she applied for admission to the Unlver-
sity of North Carolina graduate scheool, but was refused bscause
she was a Negro., Her application wes pending when the famous
Gaines decision was handed down by the United States Supreme
Court and coausced the North Carolina legielature immediately tTo
appropriate funds for a segregated school for Negroes at Durham,
North Cuarolina, The case arousad considerabla interest in

North Corolina and the students of the University of North
Carolina graduste school votsd three to one in favor of the ad-
mission of qualified Negroas,

In 1940, P:uli Murray challanged the segregation laws of Virginile
on a Grayhound interstate bus. She was arrested and lmprlsoncd.
Her cose was handled by NAACP attorneys ond was lost on appeal
beeciuse the Commonwoanlth of Virginia withdrew 1ts charges of
violation of the scgregation laws ¢nd charged her with disorder-
1y conduct, Her contontlon was vindieated in 1946 by the Morgan
dreisinng which declared the Virginila scegregation statute invallad
a8 fpplied to interstatc passcngEerS.

From 1940 to 1942 Paull Murray spesrheaded the defence of 0dell
Waller, o Negro sharecropper convicted of murder and scntenced

to the elecetric chair for the shooting of his landlord in Vienna,
Virginie in a disput- over shéres of & wheat erop. 4As Spreial
Finld Secrctnry for tha Workers Defencoe League, Miss Murray
toured the country with Waller's mother, Mrs, Annic Waller, rals-
ing funds and support for Wallert's defence, and eXposing the
avils of the poll tax in the southern statos.

In 1943 =nd 1944 while o student at Howard University School of
Low, Pauli Murrsy holpsd to organize o ctmpalign of direct action
igoainst ths exclusion of Negroecs from Viashington restauran ts
through the Civil Rights Committse of the Howard University
Chipter of the NAACP. Ths picketing und slt-in campiligns
corried on by the Howard University students foresd the dropping
of the color bar in two Washington restourants.
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In 1942 =s & student delegete to the Internationsl Student
Assembly &t Washington, D. C., she wts active in persu«ding
that body to take 2 position sup,orting the struggle of India
for recognition.

In 1944, Pauli Murray grodusted from Howard University School

of Law, with honors, snd winner of a2 Rosenwald Fellowship to

study graduate law at Harvard University. She forthwith applied
for ndmission to Harvard University School of Law and was ré=
Jected solely by rocson of hor scx, She appealed to the Board

nf Governors of Herverd University. Her fight for admission
attreoct~d the intercest of the late President Franklin D. Roosovelt
wvho wrote to tho president of Harvard University in her behalf,

to no 2vail, Upon losing har appenal, Paulli Murrey renewed her
applicotion to the faculty of the Harvard University Law School
and reguestaed them to make concrete recommendations to the Board
nf Governors. Har requnst was defeated by a 7 te 7 vote and

the frculty decided to take no action until after the war. In
1945 cnd zgain in 1946 Miss Murray renawed her application to
Harvoard but wes informed that the question of 2dmission of

women would nnt be scted upnn until the problem of veteran
studcnts was solved., Recently, the Harvard University Schonl

nf Law announced that qualificd vomen would bs admittad in 19560
and Miss Murry hés reccaived ©© letter from th::t institution in
snswer tn haﬁxin-quiry, inviting her to submit h=ar gqualifications.

As 2 writer nnd @ peet, Paull Murray has u«lways used her pen to
fight against injustice @nd discrimination. In numerous articles
she has feught sogragatinon whe ther with refeorsance to Negrnes in
thn South, Jpanase Americans =nd Spanish specking schanl
childrsn in tha V%est,

Sh~ is =t presant comyleting & monumentul compilation of state
laws on rzce {nd colnr for the Woman's Division nf the Mothondist
Church, “n imprmrtont refcerence work which will be published
shortly.

Peull Murray lives with h r moether <nd asunt, both of whom 2are
¢1d~rly retired schonl tonchers, 2t 388 Chauncey Stroct, Brooklyn,
New York, Har mother, who r=zcently celebrated her soventy-ninth
birthdty, h7s e¢nmpleoted 50 years in the classranm,

An intense 1lover of the nutdrmors, her hobtins are hiking, rowilng,
bicycle riding nnd tennis. A graduate of sconlnt basebnll herself,
Pesull Murrey is on ardent Dodger fan,
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