
BIOGRAPHICAL MATERIAL ON PAULI JVIURRAY 

Born in Baltimore, Maryland, November 21, 1910. 

Pauli I\liurray is a young woman lawyer with a labor background. 
She has always been associated with movements to advance the 
cause 0f the und.erpri vileged. As early as 10 years old when 
she sold newspapers and magazines among the factory workers 
of bPr community, she gained a deep and abiding interest in 
the copditions of labor. As a student volunteer union organiz­
er and later as a teacher of workers education and as fiAld 
secretary of the Workers Defense League, she prnved herself a 
cl.~ t e rm in ed. fighte r for labor ' s rights. 

She has b een e quully passionate in h Rr strugg le to gain equality 
for minoritie s. In 1938 shA applied for admission to the UnivP-r­
s 1 ty of North Carolina grnd.uote school, but vvas r e fused. be c b.use 
she was a Negro. Her ap_µlica tion wa s p0nd.ing whe n the famous 
Gaines de cision wa s hande d a.ov.·n by th0 Un;i. ted Sta t8s Supreme 
Court and c aus c-,d the Nor th Carolina l P,gisla. ture immediate ly to 
appropria t e funds for a segr0gu t e d school for Ne gro0 s at Durham, 
North Curolinft. The c~se nrous0d consid('>r able in t ~r e s t in 
North Ca rolina ftnd thr-i s tµden ts of the Uni Vt': rsi ty of North 
Ca rolina grud.ua t ,1 school vot"'d throe to on("l in f a vor of the ad­
mission of quulified Negro~s. 

In 1940, Pt.uli Wlurray chEL llapgEi d t}:iF, sc gr0gation lavis of Virginia 
on o. Grayhound intorsta t e bus . Shfi v,•as o.rre stRd nnd imprisone d. 
Her c n s 0. ,rns hnndl fl d. by NAACP a ttornPys r,nd v::~.s lost 0n appe a l 
be c a us0 th0. Cornmonwonl th of Virg:tnia wi thclre w its cho.rg0 s of 
viola ti on of th0 s 0gr0ga ti on l aws t nd. ch urge d. h e r with disorder­
ly con d.uc t . Her conten tion 1J1'/1 S vindicn t ed in 1946 by thr'1 ~orgnn 
d"'lcisi ,.,ns \Yhich d.r! cla r e d. t !'10 'li r giniEt s ngr r., g ntion stn tu t o invalid 
as r ppl i e d to in t r> rs t n t c p oss0ngers . 

From 19 4Q to 1942 Pauli ~1u r r uy sp0r-rho8..d.0d the dAf nnco of Ode ll 
l!,J::-,llPr, ~ Negro shnr 0cropp8r convicte d of murdAr nnd s on t cnced 
to t ,h 0 0 l cctr :i: c chn ir for th0 shooting of his l r: ndlord in ViAnnn, 
Vir·g i ni H in ct disput · ov0r sh !..1.r 0 s of n whea t crop. As $p0cio.l 
Finld Sr,crr, t "lry for th,"\ Vifork0 rs Dcf c ncn L0ngue , i\ll i ss Murray 
toure d th0 country with \l\/f.1. ll1•r's moth,.., r, IVIrs . An:nio Wa ller, rais­
ing fund.s nnd. support for V,Jn ll" r' s d ('\f ,nce, nnd P-Xposing th0 
e vils of t h 0. poll t ux in tho south, rn stn t o s . 

I n 1943 ,:.nd 1944 vvh ile n studon t n t Hownrd Univ0 rsity School of 
L ' vV, P FAuli MurrLy h o lp(;d to organize n c 1·mp n ign of dir0ct action 
::1g a.i n st th,-;; c,xclusion 0f Nf-,gron s from VJn shington r 0stf\ur <1 nts 
through tho Civil Rights Committ8e of th~ H0wnrd Univnrsity 
Chcpte r of the NAACP. Th(,~ picke ting '..lnd sit-in c amp~igns 
c arrie d nn b>y th~ How nrd Unive rsity s tu.don ts forc0d tho dropping 
of tho c.olor b a r in tv1· 0 lJIJnshing ton r o s t uu:rnn ts . 
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In 1942 r"s r:. stude'!nt dcl0ge:t0 to tho Internntionl':\l SbJ.d.0-nt 
Ass0mbly n t Wnshington, D, C., she wc.s ac ti vc� in pnrsut-ding 
thn t body to take n position sup1--orting the➔ s truggl0 of India 
for r0cognition. 

In 1944, Pauli Murrny gr,duutod from Howard University School 
of L:1\iv, with honors, nnd V\'innC'r 0f n Ros0nwnld FellovJship to 
stud.y grr1dun te lnw n t Hnrvo.rd Uni vArsi ty. Sho forthwith appliod 
fnr ·1.dmissi0n to Hnrv<trd University School of Lnw and. v,1ns re ... 
jc>ct0d. solely by rn".son r,f h0,r s0x. ShG nppAnled to tho Bonrd 
()f Gov,,rnors of Hr.rvE,rd Uni vorsi ty. Hor fight f0r nd.rnissi0n 
�ttr,..ct,.,d th0 intc-,r0st of tho lo.to Prosidcnt Frnnklin D. Roosovolt 
Viho vrrot� to thn pr0sid0nt of Hnrv2rd Uni vorsi ty in h,·r bchr.i.lf t
to no "v,.11. Upon losing hc,r o.ppcal, Pauli Mu.rrny ronAVJOd hor 
"P.1,-lic� tion to tho f'lcul ty nf tho Hnrvord Univorsi ty Ln,�• School 
r,.nd r0. gur s t�d thorn to m!.7.kn c nncrn t0 rec 0mm0ndn. tion s to tho Bo 'l!'d 
nf Gnv0rnors. I-I\1r r<�qu-,st wi1s d0fc;� ted by a 7 to 7 v0tA ttnd 
tho f'iculty dp,cid0d to trtko nn nctinn until n_ftor tho war. In 
1945 rnd ngnin in 1946 Miss Murrny rAn�wod hor �pplicntinn to 
Ho.rvnrd but wi:s inform0d thr:. t thr, quns tion 0f o.dmissi0n of 
\>vomon Vl'ould not bA '•ctod up0n until th0 pr0blem of vetrJ�o.n 
s tudc;n ts wn.s 8()1 v0a.. Rr.:cnn tly, tho Hnrvnrd Uni vorsi ty Schnnl 
nf Lnvv o.nnou.nccd th[, t qunlifi,·,d i� omon 1Nnuld b" G.d.mi tt,,d. in 1950 
8.nd It/liss Mur�� hf�s r,?cciv 1d ' lott0r fr0m th·•t institutinn in
1 ns\vor t0 h,,rJin-quiry, inviting hPr tn submit b"lr qunlificn tions.

As D vrri tnr r,nd ·t po0.t, Pr-uli f\llurrny hns ·..:.lwr.ys u,snd hc\r pr,n to 
fight £,g-uins t injus tico �tnd discriminn tinn. In numerous o.rticlos 
sho h·�s f0ught s,igr·,gu.tion v1hc th0r vi:ith r0fnr0nco to Nrgrnr,,s in 
th0 Snu th, J'\pD.n0so Americnns -:nd Sp'.lnish sp0r.king schonl 
childr:c>n in tho V,;'nst.

Sn·- is f't pr,':s0nt c0m.1,-,leting n monumnnt:.l cnmpiln.tir-,n nf st:1to 
lnv1s nn r,.:co :.nd. cnlr,r f0r thn Vvoman's Divis10n 0f thc-, i\:1othodist 
Church, •·n impnrt"nt rofornnc 1

, 1J1'0rk v:hich will bc,, puhlishod 
shortly. 

Pr:uli i1urray lives v,·ith h ·r mothi�r r:.nd �unt, bnth nf v11h0m nro 
c-,ld.-.,.rly rc,tir0d schot'\l t,_,. chnrs, -:. t 388 Chnuncoy Strr,nt, Br00klyn, 
NflVI.: Ynrk. Hc,r m0thc1r, V!ho rr.,cr,ntly colobr.ntod. h., r s,:1vcnty-ninth 
birthd''tY, h"S cnmploted 50 ynt..rs in thn clnssrn0m. 

An int0ns0 l0v:,r nf tho nutdnors, hnr hnbbirs nro hiking, rnv11ing, 
bicycln rid.ing ·-tnd tnnnis. A grndun to 0f s<'nl()t b'"l.sob-"-11 h0.rs0lf, 
Pauli Murrey is r:.n �rd0nt Dndgnr f�n. 

IsSUC\d by Ci tizons Cnmrr.i tt,:o 
f0r tho nlFction nf Pnuli Murr·1y 
1848 Fultnn Str0et 
Br00klyn 03. GL-2 2970 
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