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G tekeeper of Secret DuPage Gatekeeper of Secret DuPage 
r sdressing societ  sets the crossdressing society sets the 

record ‘straight’record ‘straight’  

By Dan Pearson 
For SPOTLIGHT 
Press Publications 
 
      While audiences find female impersonation a scream on 
stage and screen, those men who feel the need to wear women's 
clothing in real life are not often met with the same response. 
      Fear of exposure and ridicule by family, friends and 
complete strangers can lead to overwhelming feelings of guilt 
depression, alienation and, in some cases, suicide. 

      "A lot of those people are 
scared to death," admits 
Candace  Mahne ,  v ice  
president and outreach 
coordinator of the Chicago 
area chapter of Tri-ess, a 
national support group for 
h e t e r o s e x u a l  m a l e 
crossdressers and their 
significant others. 
      "Some are embarrassed," 
said Mahne, a 57-year-old 
straight male cross-dresser 
who has been out of the closet 
since 1992.  "They are afraid 
they are the only creature like 

this in the world and they don't want to live alone.  They don't 
understand it." 
      Based in DuPage County with a post office box in Wood 
Dale, Tri-Ess, or the Society for the Second Self, offers a safe 
haven for the heterosexual cross-dresser. 
      "Our job locally is to get those people out of the closet any 
way we can.  Bring them into a loving, caring environment 
where they can accept themselves and go on to be the great 
people that they can be.  That is our, function said Mahne. 
      Also to have a good time..; I feel God has a good sense of 
humor when He-She created me." 
      "Candace Mahne”  is the femme  name chosen by this former 
DuPage resident who nows lives in Kane County.  As vice 
president of the Chi Chapter of Tri-Ess, "she" is also in charge 
of membership development and answering the group's hotline 
number. 
      As one of more than 40 chapters in the United States, Mahne 
states the Chicago Tri-Ess chapter alone lists some 300 
members. 
      "My job on the hotline is to convince people who are 
closeted and very fearful to come to our meeting and meet 
others just like themselves," he said. 

      Mahne says' most crossdressers know about this desire when 
they are 5-7 years of age. 
      "We tend to have the feeling that we were brought here by 
alien spacecraft to live amongst you people.  We put our finger 
up like E.T. waiting for that spacecraft to bring us home.  It is 
only when we discover- crossdressing organizations [like Tri-
Ess] that we know there are other people like us in the world." 
      Membership in Tri-Ess is limited only to heterosexual cross-
dressers and their wives or significant others. 
      "We are considered a closed group for that reason.  The open 
group [Chicago Gender Society] allows heteros, gay cross-
dressers and transsexuals, both pre-op and post-op.  There. has 
been argument that they want Tri-Ess to change.  I have written 
several strong articles saying that this [closed policy] should not 
change. 
      "It is my opinion that you can help those that you are 
focused in on.  We can't be all things to all people.  As Dirty 
Harry says, 'You've got to know your limitations.' I am not a 
transsexual.  I am not a gay male.  I don't understand the feelings 
that they, have gone through." 
      Most members come crossdressed to the meetings, which are 
held the third Saturday of the month at an undisclosed hotel in 
DuPage County. 
      "We come from all walks of life: lawyers, physicans, 
professionals people, tradespeople.  About 80 percent of us have 
been married or are married. We are family-type people,” said 
Mahne, who works in real estate. 
      Mahne has been married twice.  His first wife of six years 
did not know "Candace." When she did find out Mahne says 
"she thought, all the negative things about me. 
      "I made a pact with myself [that], if I every got married 
again I would tell the person upfront. I met somebody, told her, 
and cross-dressing was never an issue.  We were married for 26 
years, raised two children and I have three grandchildren.  The 
break-up of [that] marriage had nothing to do with cross-
dressing; we just grew apart" 
      For those interested in contacting Tri-Ess, Mahne cautions 
callers to let him know if the number they leave is a secure line. 
      "We are not here to break up marriages, we are here to help 
people accept themselves as they are. We do not force anything 
on anybody. We try to educate [them] to the possibilities, to get 
over the guilt and the shame that usually goes with [cross-
dressing] in the early stages. 
      It is Mahne's opinion cross-dressers make better fathers, 
better husbands and better people all around.  Because cross-
dressers are "more in tuned with feelings, we are able to nurture 
children more easily as most men." 
      To protect the integrity of the group, all new members must 
go through a screening process. 
      "I am the gatekeeper,"  laughs Mahne. "In enjoining you in a 
conversation I can tell pretty quickly whether you are one that is 
going to come with an assault rifle and kill us all, or whether 
you are genuinely interested in finding out about yourself." 
      Mahne says after spending a lot of years in the closet 

(Continued on page 8) 
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        SeptemberSeptember  
Sept 9Sept 9                  Gemini Gender GroupGemini Gender Group            MilwaukeeMilwaukee                      (414) 297(414) 297--93289328  
Sept 12Sept 12              CGS MeetingCGS Meeting                                Stardust RoomStardust Room  
Sept 16Sept 16              ChiChi--Chapter MeetingChapter Meeting                          Holiday Inn ExpressHoliday Inn Express  
Sept 27Sept 27              Southern ComfortSouthern Comfort                        AtlantaAtlanta  
  

OctoberOctober  
Oct 2Oct 2--33                National Transgender Lobbying DayNational Transgender Lobbying Day                          Washington, DCWashington, DC              
Oct 10Oct 10                  CGS MeetingCGS Meeting                                Stardust RoomStardust Room  
Oct 14Oct 14                  Gemini Gender GroupGemini Gender Group            Brookfield, Brookfield, WIWI            
Oct 15Oct 15--2222      Fantasia FairFantasia Fair                                Provincetown, MDProvincetown, MD  
Oct 21Oct 21                  ChiChi--Chapter MeetingChapter Meeting                          Holiday Inn ExpressHoliday Inn Express  
Oct 19Oct 19--2222      Douglas Dunes WeekendDouglas Dunes Weekend            MichiganMichigan  
Oct 26Oct 26--2929      Fall HarvsetFall Harvset                                    St. Louis, MOSt. Louis, MO  
Oct 26Oct 26                  NW Indiana Gender GroupNW Indiana Gender Group                See BelowSee Below  

NovemberNovember  
Nov 7Nov 7          CGS MeetingCGS Meeting                                StardustStardust  
Nov 15Nov 15--1919    Holiday EnHoliday En--FemmeFemme                    Calgary, AB, CanadaCalgary, AB, Canada  
Nov 18Nov 18      ChiChi--Chapter MeetingChapter Meeting                        Holiday Inn ExpressHoliday Inn Express  
  

DecemberDecember  
  
Dec 12Dec 12      CGS MeetingCGS Meeting  
Dec 16Dec 16      “Puttin on the Ritz”“Puttin on the Ritz”                        Ramada InnRamada Inn        RosemontRosemont  
  

 

MEETING HALLSMEETING HALLS  
 
HOLIDAY INN Express 
933 S. Rt 83 
Elmhurst,  
(708) 279-0700 
 
STARDUST BANQUET HALL 
5688 N. Milwaukee Av 
Chicago, IL  

"Miss CGS Pagent Needs Constants""Miss CGS Pagent Needs Constants" 
 
"Anyone wishing to compete for the title of "Miss CGS" should contact 
the CGS Hotline at (708) 863-7714. There will be a meeting on September 
11, 1995 of all constants. No entry fee for CGS or Tri-Ess members." 
 
New Gender Group FormedNew Gender Group Formed 
A new TV/TS gender group has formed, the "Northwest Indiana Gender 
Group" meets the fourth Thursday of each month. For more information 
contact Claudia at (219) , or write to P.O. Box 132, Portage, 
Indiana 46368. 

GEMINI GENDER GROUP  
schedules fashion and talent show 

The Gemini Gender Group will meet on Saturday,JOct 14th at the following location: 
Universalist Church West 
13001 West North Ave. 
Brookfield, Wisconsin 

(Take Highway 45 to exit 420(North Ave) 
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(Continued from page 3) 
himself, finding Tri-Ess has made his life complete. 
      "I am happier than I was before.  I am free to express my 
gender of choice, which is female." 
      Last month, he says he spent 18 out of days dressed as 
"Candace,' often participating as. an outreach speaker to 
educational and community groups with an interest in the subject 
The more Mahne can show that he is "a normal human being, a 
typical person," he believes the better it will be for all members 
of the crossdressing community. 
      At 6 feet 1 inch tall, even wearing 3-inch" heels, Mahne says 
"Candace" is passable as a woman in public. "She" is also 
encouraged by the number of new films that are making the idea 
of crossdressing almost trendy.  
      "They are becoming trendy. I think that anything that is done 
in good taste, that brings us out in a good light, [like 'Priscilla, 
Queen of the Desert'] is fine." 
      The same, Mahne believes, cannot be said the depiction of 
cross-dressers on national talk shows.  
      "I think a lot of the television shows are being done for 
ratings.  I get at least two or three calls a month from the major 
shows.  We turn them down.  One wanted a cross-dresser to come 
out to his wife on national TV.  I told him that was my job.  By 
doing it on national TV, you are doing more harm. 'It is like 
throwing out an atomic bomb. 
      My daughter found out two years ago -The first question she 
asked her mother was, 'Is dad gay?' She said no.  Then she asked, 
having seen the shows on TV, 'Is dad a crossdresser?' Then she 
paid me the best compliment- 'Now I know why dad was both 
mother and father to me.' 
 
For information on Tri-Ess call the hotline at (708) 364-9514 or 
write to PO Box 40, Wooddale, IL 60191 -0040. The Chicago 
Gender Society can be reached at 863-7714 or at PO Box 
578005, Chicaho, IL 60657 
 
Reprinted from the July 21 issue of thePress PublicationsPress Publications   ‘Spotlight 
entertainment section’ (Dupage County Edition) 
 

Vernas Venus 

 

OTES FROM SALLY...NOTES FROM SALLY...   
 
Can you believe that summer is almost over? It came and left 
like a gust of wind. Though it was a hot one, thanks to Rori and 
Carol, we kept cool in our new temporary meeting room. I 
hope everyone enjoyed our ice cream social last month, 
followed by our annual picnic the next day.  Our appreciation 
goes to Joyce and Norma for preparing and cooking  and 
everyone else who joined us, and brought various goodies that 
we could not refuse. We had good weather, good food and last 
but not least, good friends, what more could one ask for!  Our 
best wishes go out to Gloria, GOOD LUCK!  We will miss 
your leadership.  Thank you for your hard work. 
 
Can't wait to see you next month. 






