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Dr. Whittle on The 3rd Congress 
111 1994 Dr. James Elias and Doctors Ve rn and Bonni~ 

B11llough of the Center for Sex Research at Cali fornia 

State Uniwrsity Northridge proposed 
holding an Inte rnational Congress on 
Crossdressing Sex and Gender. It was 
to be a coming togethe r of sexuality 
and ge nder experts from aro11nd the 
\\'o riel . Tlw three doctors pursued 
their vision and the event, originally 
visuali zed as a one time thing, hap­
pe ned in 1995 at a Best \\'este rn 
Hotel in NorthridgC' , California. 

should happe n again. 

The hosts of the original Congress gave their blessing 

and afte r a year of planning 
Renaissance hosted the 2nd 

Congress in June of 1997. The 2nd 
Congress brought even lllore peopk 
from around the workl, including a 
large r number of transgende recl peo­
ple, to attend presentations and pan­
e ls on sex and gender issues for three 
in formation packed days. 
Renaissance took the opportunitv to 
use the last night of the Congress to 
present its 10th Anniversaty Party. 

JoAnn Robe rts of Renaissance 
attended the even t and was inspired 

lw the exchange of information on 

many aspects of sexuality and gende r 
studies which occurred among the 
attendees. and returned to the East 
Coast determined that The 
Re naissance Education Association, 

Dr. Stephen Whittle, organizer of the 3rd 
Congress is interviewed by the media. 

Dr. Stephen \\"hittle. who had 

been a delegate at the original 
Congress, came frolll England to 
attend the 2nd Congress in Ki ng of 
Prussia, Pennsylvania and, like JoAmi 

Robe rts, was inspired to organize yet 
anothe r Congress in his own countrv. 11~ The Renaissance 

Trnnsgemler Association, Inc.) should sponsor another 

Congress. Roberts brought her proposal to the 
Renai ssance board and Th e Board agreed that the event 

With the blessing and cooperation of the organizers of 

continued on page 6 

Editor Shows Remorse 
Here it is, Janumy 1999, mid this thing isn't a magazine yet. It's 

all my fa1_Jt. As a pe1fectionist I feel we should get the darn thing 
clone 1ight. 

\Ve had decided to nm the article on the 3rd International 
Collgress (which you see above) :md then we got side tracked into 
considering m10ther piece as our cover st01y. \Veil the sidetrack 
tw11f'cl into a dead end mid we had to backpedal to the Congress 
sto1y \\ ·hen we finally took a dose look at the photos we had avail­
able, they just weren·t good enough in the quality department. The 
photographer had taken them with a digital camera having only 
planned to display them on the Internet. Photos on the Net m·e 
lower quality th:m those that m·e used for print, and when we shut­
ed to blow them up for the cover they just sh·etched too thin. 

So, I mad<:> an executi,·e decision. The new magazine format 
will mst us $1400 per issuP. This is a gm11ble for Renaissm1c-e. since 
we have to get more people paying for it, either through the mail 

or off the newsstwd, mid it will take us tlu-ee to four months to 
start to see wy increased revenue. Rather tl1an spend $1400 on an 
issue that might not make it as tl1e best example of our publica­
tion, I decided to keep it in the bank mid do one more newslptter 
issue. 

You will see tl1e new fonnat in tl1e Febrnmy issue. The 
February cover st01y will be a muples theme. Either one or both 
partners in the featured m uples will be h-m1sgendered. 
Hist01ically, Febmmy is our Svvimsuit Issue and this one \\ill not 
be an exception. \Ve have some fabulous swimsuit shots lined 11p 
mid with the new, slick paper it shmJd be tlie best one yet. 

Forhmately egg facials ~U-f' g<xx1 for your skin, since l have had 
yolk mingling witl1 my fmmdation for a montl1 or so over this new 
magazine deal. Bem witl1 us. It'll be here soon and it \\ill be wo1tli 

the wrrit. i 
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Chapter & Affiliate Information 
Chapters 

Delaware 
Wilmington, Delaware: meets sec­

ond Saturday of each month. \Vrite 
for info to: PO Box 5656, Wilmington, 
DE 19808. Phone: 302-376-1990 or 
email to: <sacleCD@aol.com>. 

Pennsylvania 
Greater Philadelphia: VVrite 

Renaissance GPC, 987 Old Eagle 
School Rel. , Suite 719, Wayne, PA 
19087. Meets third Saturday of the 
month in King of Prussia. Doors open 
at 8 pm all year 'round, Call 610-975-
9119 for information. 

Lehigh Valley/Pocono area: 
Renaissance Lehigh Valley, PO Box 
3624, Allentown, PA 18106. Meetings 
on the second Saturday of the month 
in the Allentovvn area . Call for direc­
tions and more information, 610-821-
295.5, or email to <RenLV@ren.org> . 

Lower Susquehanna Valley: \Vrite 
Renaissance LSV, PO Box 2122, 
Harrisburg, PA 17105. Meets on the 
first Saturday of the month. Call 717-
780-1 LSV (780-1.578) or send email 
to: dsv@ren.org>. 

Affiliates 

California 
Orange County: Powder Puffs of 

California, PO Box 1088, Yorba Linda, 
CA 92686, or email to 
<ppoc@aol.com> 

Connecticut 
Biidgeport:/New Haven: 

connecticuTView, c/o Denise Mason, 
PO Box 2281, Devon, CT 06460. 
Monthly newsletter and activities. 

Georgia 
Atlanta: The American Educational 

Gender Information Service (AEGIS), 
PO Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033-
0724 or call 770-939-0244, or email 
to<aegis@mindspring.com>. 
Information resources & referrals. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender 
Explorations (A.G.E.) , PO Box 77562, 
Atlanta, GA 30357, 770-939-2128. 

Illinois 
Chicago: The Chicago Gender 

Society, PO Box 57800.5, Chicago, IL 
606.57, 708-86:3-7714. 

Louisiana 
New Orleans: The Gulf Gender 

Alliance, PO Box 56836. New Orleans, 
LA 70156-6836, .504-833-3046. 
\.Vebsite: <www.gga.org>. Emai l: 
<info@gga.org> or <contact@gga.org>. 

Missouri 
St. Louis Gender Foundation, P.O. 

Box 9433, St. Louis , MO 63117. 
Phone: 314-367-4128, email: 
<stlgf@aol.com >. 

New Jersey 
N. Central Jersey: 

Monmouth/Ocean Trans Gender, 
(MOTG), write PO Box 2972, 
Princeton , NJ 08.54:3-2972. Call 732-
219-9094. Email: <vikkimmotg@aol.com>. 

Western Central New Jersey: 
New Jersey Support, call Susan at 973-
334-0416 or Dorothy at 215-744-4746 
(weekends only). Write PO Box 0034, 
Montville, NJ 07045 for information. 
Email: Susanw@aol.com. Meetings are 
the first Saturday of the month at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Washington Crossing. 

New York 
Manhattan: Metropolitan Gender 

Network (MGN ), 561 Hudson Street, 
Box 45, New York, NY 10014. Call 
201-794-1665, ext. 3.32. Email, 
< uravampire@mindspring.mm>. 

Long Island: Long Island Femme 
Expression (LIFE), PO Box 1311, 
'Nater Mill, NY 11976-1311. Phone 
516-283-1333. email to 
< brenvee2@aol.com >. 

Oklahoma 
Central Oklahoma: Sooner 

Diversity, pmt of the Central 
Oklahoma Transgend Alliance 
(COTA). Write to P.O. Box 60354, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73146. Email to 
<cota@transfemme.com>, website: 
<W\VW. transf emrne.corn/cota> 
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COMMUNITY 
© 1998, Renaissance Transgencler 
Association, Inc. , 987 Old Eagle 
School Rd. , Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 
19087. 
Phone: 610-975-9119 
WWW - littp:llwww.ren.org 
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$5.00 per issue, $40 per year (12 
issues). Previous year back issues are 
available for $2 per copy plus $0.52 
postage and handling. Sencl check or 
M.O. to the above address , attention: 
Back Issues. 

Editor-in-Chief - Angela Gardner 
Managing Editor - Miranda Wright 
Contributing Editors -

Dina Arnberle Jessica Brandon 
Lee Etscovitz JoAnn Roberts 

Layout & Design - Treetop Press 
Business Manager - Gloria Vogel 
Distribution - Emily Sheldon 

Articles, opinion pieces, ancl lette rs 
to the editor are always welcome. 
Ideas for articles and opinion pieces 
should be sent to the National 
Office marked Attention: Editor. Or 
by email to <editor@ren.org>. 
Cornpli.rnentmy and irate letters to 
the editor may be sent to the same 
address. 

Renaissance is a 50l[c][3] non-prof­
it organization providing education 
and support to the transgender 
community and the general public. 
If you would like to make a tax­
cleductible donation , make your 
check or M.O., payable to 
Renaissance and send it to our 
National office. Your contributions 
will help us continue our efforts to 
provide education about transgen­
der issues. Donations can also be 
made through your local United 
Way agency. 

Electronic Subscriptions 
You can get 11w1sgender Co11w11111if1J News by 
email everv month <lelivere<l automaticallv tight 
to you r en~ail box for only $15 a ypar. Tha,I "s l;alf 
off the regular paper subscription rate. St>nd 
your $1.5 plus your email address to tlw 
Renaissance National Ollke. 
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I already tole! you why this isn't in the 
lHight ancl shiny, new magazine fom1at yet, 
so let' not beat a cleacl tube of mascara. Ifll 
be in your mailbox next month, prnmise. 

And now, the news ... 

Do The Name Gera1cline Ring A Bell? 

It seems I always encl up reporting on 
some h«1gic loss around the holicby season. 
Last yem· it \\'as a personal loss. This yem· 
it'.~ the loss of one of the fonniest men on 
the planet, and one of the funniest men in 
a dress since Milton Bede. (Somebcxly 
check on Uncle Miltie. He better be with 
us for a \Yhile, yet.) 

Flip Wilson passed away after a fight 
\\~th (you just know I'm gonna type it): can­
e-er. He was far too yow1g for the big sleep 
m1cl he will be missed. Flip was one of the 
first comics that I am recall doing drag in 
the Sixties. Berle had done it since the 40s 
(or em·lier) m1d made it a h«Klernm-k, but as 
fiu· as any regulm· drag character, there was­
n't one till Gerakline showed up. 

The great thing about Gernldine \Nas, 
she was a complete charactei: It wasn't just 
Flip in a dress getting a laugh because he 
jwct:aposed gl;m1our and a missing tooth. 
(Like Uncle Miltie would do.) Flip was 
portraying a female character of his expeti­
ence mid doing a pretty good job of it, too. 
lDng before the male ach·esses of today, 
such as those mentioned in last month's 
colwrni. Flip\ Vilson was doing comedy 
skits in a mini dress ;me\ playing the chmac­
ter as a female. 

The hlm1or wasn't at the expense of the 
dressing, it clicln't laugh at Geraldine. As a 
kid I watched with mi appreciation of the 
mrnecly <mcl a fascination that a mm1 could 
actually be the stm· of his own tele~sion 

show mid get paid to wem· a wig ;md ch·ess. 

Flip \Vilson broke a lot of grnuncl for 
crossclressers. and for Aliican Ame1icm1s. 
cm1 imagine that he did a whole lot for 
AJ'ticm1 Arnelicm1 crossdressers. God bless 
you Flip. \Ve're gornia miss you. 

Say What? 

Speaking of people who have benefited 
from the ground breaking of Flip\ Vilson 
... I a m1e home from an immense 
Thanksgiving dim1er (I'm no fool, I wore 
the skirt with the elastic waist) ancl turned 
on the tele\~ion to find Miss RuPaul 
Charles on Hollyrvood Sqrwres. Now 
twenty years ago the only drag queen who 
might have shown up on Hollywood 
Sqrnu·es would have been Geraldine. I 
gotta type it again, "the times they m·e a 
changin'." 

While Ru looked stunning (well her 
\\~g line was a little ob~ous, but hey .. . ) on 
the Thanksgiving show the lXJOr thing did­
n't get that much acti~ty fmm the mntes­
tm1ts. They picked squmes all muund her 
mid she just got to do reaction shots to the 
other squm·e's hilmious acllibs. Oh well, 
she's always good as decoration. 

Have you notic'ed her song ''You Better 
\ 1Vork'' as the background music to a cmn­
era commercial on 1V? A middle-aged 
woman goes pose crazy in a fountain as 
her signifiamt other snaps away. I don't 
think C',.eraldine Imel any dance h·acks of 
he1's get used in a 1V spot. 

Return With Us Now To Tile Garden 
State 

L1St month I mentioned how NJ has 
no law against srnveillance cmneras in 
ch·essing rooms. This month I mn able to 
tell you they do have a law against 1Vs in 
public resh'OOrns. Before you go to powder 
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your nose in the Gm-den State, call your 
legal cotmsel. 

It seems that a Jersey girl in Fairfield 
was using the ladies' J'OOrn in a hotel when 
she was cuffed mid taken clowntO\\~L I 
hope she had time to finish fixing her lips. 
It seems the poor thing had ~olated NJ 
State Statute 2C-18-3b. She was hauled 
before a judge and comicted. Some New 
Jersey gender acti~sts are up in anns about 
the mTest m1cl m·e threatening to organize 
the simultaneous flushing of all the public 
toilets in the state by way of protest. 

OK, I'm kidding. But before we go off 
the hanclle ... the flush hanclle, let's take a 
closer look at the statute in question. (Hey, 
ain't that where the Statute of Lihe1ty is?) 

After consulting with my crack legal 
team I got the actual law on my monitm: 
It's available at the New Jersey L1w 
Network 
(http://\V\\'\V.11jlawnet.corn/imlex.hhnl) 
website for those who enjoy finely crafted 
legalese. The pmt that concerns us, the 
pmt that the TV in the \\'C was convicted 
of, states: 

2C: 18-:3. Unlicensed enhy of shl.tc­
tures; defiant h·espa5ser; peering into 
dwelling places; defenses 

. b. Defim1t trespasse[ A person 
commits a petty clisorderly persons offense 
if, knowing that he is not lic-ensecl or p1i\i ­
leged to do so, he enters or remains in any 
plac'e as to which notice against h·espass is 
given by: 

(1) Actual mmrnunication to the 
actor; or 

(2) Posting in a rnmmer pre­
sctibecl by law or reasonably likely to come 
to the attention of intruders; or 

(3) Fencing or other enclosure 
rnmtifestly designed to exclude inhl.tders. 

c. Peering into \\~ndows or otl1er 
openings of dwelling plac'es. A person 
commits a crime of the fourth degree if, 
kno\\IDg tl1at he is not licensed or ptivi­
leged to do so, he peers into a window or 
otl1er opening of a dwelling or other shl.tc­
ture adapted for overnight accommodation 
for the prnpose of invading tl1e p1i\'acy of 
anotl1er person and rnicler circtullStances in 
which a reasonable person in tl1e dwelling 
or other shucture would not expect to be 
obse1ved. 
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T1y a cup of hot tea. That usually 

wifreezes my brain after I reacl something 
legal. But se1iously, I don't see m1ything 
specific there about rnf'n in the ladies 
room, do you'? It's pretty reasonable to 
want a law to keep people from pee1ing i.11 
the window late at night while you're 
sacked out in a hotel. PmtietJarly if you 
have been out cmssdressed all night in 
New York, and are hying to get a little rest 
in your slinky ch1m11f'use teddy before you 
strut that long chive home. 

Nope, we neecl a law against peepers 
for sure. How about that "defomt trespass­
er" thing. That soL11ids like it might be use­
fi_J for getting 1id of tmwanted guests, like 
the hopped up crackhead who has kicked 
in your door ru1d won't leave your bath­
room. This one wowd be good to use on 
relatives who just won't go home, too. To 
get you on this section of the law there 
really must be a notice that you're not 
allowed to mrne in. 

Perhaps that little icon on the door is 
enough of a wmning that men m·en't 
allowed, but then again, we only know it's a 
female cause it's got that little skilt. I know 
plenty of guys who wear ski.tts. Weming a 
ski.tt is not a proof that you're female. Call 
the ACLU, I bet we can beat this one. 

My guess is, m1d it's only a guess mind 
you - albeit ru1 itifonned one - is that the 
CD ill question panicked mid refused to 
leave the john when the mps showed up. 
That wowd leave her open to a chmge of 
"defiant h"espass." That may be the reason 
for the conviction. 

In any event, remember git·Is - it doesn't 
matter what law they use, if you are acting 
weird, (refusing to leave the ladies room, 
acting like a ne1vous wreak ill the middle 
of a deparhnent store, masturbating L111der 
the cape while you get a makeove1~ goit1g 
to the mall in a too-small mitli dress that's 
designed for someone thitiy yem·s yow1ger 
thm1 you ... who doesn't have haiiy legs) 
then you can expect the long m111 of the 
law to reach out 1mcl touch you. 

They will come up with some statute 
that they cm1 use to haul you in. They do 
this because the behavior of many cross-
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dressers sc~u-es people. Unless the h·m1s­
gencler community makes ru1 effo1t to do 
some ouh·f'ac:h to law enforcen 1ent, cops 
will have no due why that man it1 a ch-ess 
took off iti his car and forced them into a 
high-speed chase. They don't know why 
we do what we do, so all they cm1 do is 
h·eat us like they treat the crack addict who 
kicked in your doo1; they subdue the 
offender and get 'em off the street. 

Use your beads as more thmi wig 
stands. If your presence miywhere seems 
to offend anyone, it might be a good idea 
to do the feminine thillg mid go some­
where else. This is not to say you sboulch1't 
go where you want. You should dress and 
go anywhere you like as long as you aren't 
ente1ing nuclear plru1ts or other places that 
actually have "no h·espassit1g" signs. But, if 
you :u-e out it1 public and you seem to be 
causing a stit· it might be best to not loiter. 

You can tell, if you walk into a resh·oom 
mid a woman at the n1i1Tor suddenly eats 
her lipstick and ru1s out, that it might not 
be healthy to stm1cl around ill there for too 
long. Common sense will keep you out of 
cornt, out of jail, and off of Cops. OK, that's 

. it. Let's get goitig, <md remernbe1; lets be 
careful out there. 

What a Cissy 

Dateline nm a piece on December first 
about a crossdressit1g male from Arne1ica's 
heartlru1d, actually from the bitthplac-e of 
that all Ame1ican critte1; the Jackolope (half 
rabbit, half :mtelope ... not real) a small 
town in \Vyoming that I cm1't recall at the 
moment. My dears, you can't expect me to 
keep h·ack of all the picky little details. 

It seems that for many years now a mm1 
nm11ecl Cissy has been weaiing women's 
clothing 2417. He wears them to work 
(although he finally relented and agreed to 
wear womens slacks at the power plant. 
He still wears the tacky ruffled tops m1cl 
c:anies a purse) and he wears them to local 
eate1ies ... and everywhere else. 

One scene from the show followed 
Cissy and !us fanlliy illto the Joc..,"ll clit1er for 
breakfast. He was ignored by some mid 
greeted by others. Kind of like going into 
the local clit1er dressed it1 men's clothes. 
Some of the townsfolk say they thitik he's 
cracked, but it's his life so what the hey. 
Others, not illterviewecl ill the piece, have 
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stated their bias against Cissy's smtrnial 
habits it1 more violent ways. 

His teeth wew kicked i11 once by a mu­
pie of' roughnecks while his young son 
watched. He In~ heen beaten other tirnf's 
:md had his pro11f'1iy defaced. If'it's differ­
ent it n 1ust be a personal affront. 'Ve bE'tter 
kill it. Cissys \\if P ;me\ chikh·en hm'E' had to 
enclure more suhtle forms of oppression 
tl1;m a boot in the groin . They havE' had to 
interact with the other folks in that tmm 
and act as if tl1P man it1 the family wasn't 
walking m·ouncl tl1e K Matt it1 a rufTiecl 
cL-ess that might look OK 011a1:3 ye:u- old. 
I say "might" because even Cissy ac bnits 
she has no taste in clothes. 

She is the type of clt·esser who has no 
sense of style mid she doesn't even make a 
remote attempt to pass as a wornru1. There 
are men who :u-e not crossclt·essers who are 
fiu- more likely to pass as female before 
Cissy would. 

Why does she do it'? Not for tlie sm11e 
reason tlmt most of us crossch-ess. In mi 
attempt to shed light on why Cissy does 
what she does, Stone Phillips it1tenif'wed 
tlie emit1f'nt reseru·d1er on h·ansgender 
issues, Dr. Richanl Docter. '''hi.le Di: 
Docter made 1rnmy good points about 
crossclt-essing, and helped to prmicle some 
tmclerstmKlit1g of why most of us do it, 
Cissy cmne off as a loon. 

As Englm1cl has its loach of eccenbics 
wadclling armmd tl1e landsrnpe in vmious 
sh·aiige getups, Cissy seemed like our own 
Ame1icm1 nut bucket. The average viewer 
pmbably said, 'That poor man. Why c;m't 
they give him some medication or sorne­
tllli1g'? His lXlOr frunily."" 

The report brought out the itiforn1ation 
that Cissy was abused as a child. It isn't 
hm·d, although I'm only a colturnlist and 
not a licensed psychologist, to make the 
connection benveen tl1e abuse ai1d tl1e 
dressing. When Cissy was a little boy he 
stole l1is sister's clothes mid !lid them it1 the 
bmn. 'i\Then he was sent out to do his 
chores he wotJd put on the dotl1es m1d 
escape from the abuse in m10ther persona 
... Cissy. 

This is sitllihu- to stmies of split person­
alities, tl1e abused it1di,iclual splits into 
another persona that can deal \vitl1 tl1e 
abuse. For Cissy a clay vvithout women's 
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clothing is like a cby of torture. While I 
may miss my Enw ptunps, ch:m:oal tights, 
tight mini, ancl chenille sweate1: I can dress 
in men's clothes for work and other activi­
ties without having a nervous breakdmm. 

\ Vhy just this week I went without 
crossch·essing for several days. Hold it a 
minute ... gotta take this pill. There, thatS 
hettei: I'm much calmer now. Hand's not 
shaking at all. 

Cissy, on the other hand, crn1't go with­
out women's clothing. A psychologist who 
h·eated him said that Cissy could not func­
tion \\~thout crossdressing. That makes 
Cissy's crossch·essing a mental problem. 
Sadly, it reflects on all of us. Not that Cissy 
isn't somewhat comageous for doing what 
she must do. I admit it is less costly to h-eat 
your symptoms with cheap ruffles. from 
\ Vah11rnt than it is to go after the deep, 
pain.!i.Jl root reasons \vith expensive psycho 
therapy, but M1: mid Mrs. Average 
Ame1icrn1 are going to say that we all must 
be like that. . 

Mern1while, while the media flurry has 
been hovering muw1d Cissy, he has been 
elected to the National Board ofVetenms 
for Peace. That is a real honor and it shows 
that some folks can get beyond how a per­
son ch·esses. 

Hedwig & 1lie Angry Angela 

A few months ago I was icily thumbing 
thmugh the casting notkes in Back>tage 
magazine when the word "drag'' caught my 
eye. I homed in like a hawk mKl read the 
whole listing. They were looking for a chag 
artist to portray a h·m15sexual rock singer 
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rnunec.l HecJ\,~g. 
I was interested since I clo sing :mcl ch·ag 

is never a pmblem, but it was for ru1 off 
Broadway stage prcxluction. Unlike some 
actors, I don't have a little place in 
Mmthatt:m where I can relax while work­
ing in the city. I thought, "I could go to the 
auclition mid just give it a shot. If they hap­
pen to offer me the prnt I'll figure some­
thing out." But iJ1 the end I decided to not 
go. It was so m11ch silnpler to go shoppil1g 
and have a cocktail or two. 

I have siJ1ce mme to regret that deci­
sion. \Vhatever it was I bought on that 
shoppil1g hip is already lost iJ1 the bottom 
of that pile of hai id launchy I rerniJ1d 
myself to de.al with eve1y rnonlli1g ru1cl 
then never get around to, ru1d the cocktails 
pmbably gave me a sore bra.in the next 
monlli1g. The show however has become 
ru1 off Broachvay smash. 

The Oiiginal strn·, John Om1emn 
Mitchell, who created the ptmk rocker TS, 
Hechvig, has decided to leave the role and 
the guy who hacl the bnru1s to go to that 
audition, Michael Cerve1is, has stepped 
into the wig. Ce1ve1is is best know for his 
roles in The \Flu/~ Tt11rn11y ruKl Titanic on 
Broadway. I've seen pictures of"the new 
giJ-1'' ru1Cl he's exh·emely sexy The bastru·d. 

In other Hedwig news, Newline 
Cinema is in final talks with Hedwig cre­
atOI~ Mitchell to w1ite ru1d stru· in a film 
based on the musical. And Atlantic 
Records is releasiJ1g a conc-ept albw11 based 
on tl1e musical that \\ill contaiJ1 new 
Hechvig hmes not performed in the stage 
show. The show's nanie, Hed1cig and The 
Angn1 Inch, is a reference to the botched 
SRS tlmt leaves Hechvig with ":m <mgry 
inch" of member. 

What A Dame 

D<m1e Eclna is prepming a new assault 
on tl1e Colonies. While tl1e ~hmacter has 
Imel huge suc'Cess ill Englancl Bany 
Humphries' Aush·alim1 housewife hm1ecl 
snob hasn't caught on with tl1e commoners 
in the States. She's had some PBS play and 
a few specials on network TY, but nowhere 
neru· her success in EnglruKI mid Emope. 

Now Dame Edna Everage is attackiJ1g 
what may be the best possible place to shut 
a plrumed drag takeover of the co1mhy, Srn1 
Frru1cisco. Her stage show is booked iJ1to 
tl1e Theah·e on tl1e Squru·e thmugh the end 
of}m1llmy. lt's her fu-st appe<u-m1ce iJ1 an 
Arne1icru1 theater siJK-e tl1e ill-fated show, 
"Housewife/Superstm~" iJ1 1977. 
Appru·ently it's going a little smoother tllis 
tiJ11e siJJC-e Sm1 Frm1 named November 
26th "Dame Ech1 Day." Let's see how she 
goes over iJ1 \ Vy01niJ1g. 

Congrats to Ecma m1Cl her creator, 
B<my H1m1ph1ies. Ech1a's shm1J tongue 
ru1d bitiJ1g hwnor have served as a role 
model for me. Echia once saicl of her sense 
ofhwnor, "Oh, but I'm a lucky, lucky 
wonmn because I was born with a piiceless 
gift ... tl1e ability to laugh at the misf01tunes 
of otl1ers." 

So, at the end of this month's, as Echia 
herself would say, "Good night possums!" 
See ya with a new fonrnit next month. 

SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 

John Gordon's 
MAGIC Carpet Cleaning 

. Carpet & l !pholster)· Cleaning 
1 ransgender owned & operated. 

We Get It Clean 
10% Discount for 
Rennissanct- l\1kmbers 

Philadelphia 
21s~12s~o109 
!\·fonlgomeq· Countv 
2 J S)Jl '4-1469 

2727 l'hilmnnt th~., Suitt 104 
llun1in:::ton Vallry, PA 190()6 
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Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon . to Sat. 



Dr. Whittle ... 
both previous events The Third 
International Congress on Sex and 
Gender took place at Exeter College 
of Oxford University in September of 
this year. The Third Congress was 
hosted by the U.K. gender activist 
organization Press For Change. They 
made an even greater effort to boost 
attendance at the Congress by trans­
gendered people. 

Even before the Third Congress 
happened Renaissance decided that 
they would bring the event back to 
the U.S . in the year 2000. Planning is 
now under way for the 4th 
Inte rnational Congress in the spring 
of 2000. This time the venue will be 
The \Varwick Hotel in downtown 
Philadelphia. \ Vhile the Third 
Congress was underway a group of 
Australians gave way to inspiration 
and decided to host the Fifth 
Congress in 2001. An International 
Steering Committee has been estab­
lished to assist in the continuation of 
the Congress into the next century. 

After the conclusion of the Third 
Congress the organizer, Dr. Stephen 
Whittle spoke with our Managing 
Editor, Miranda Wright. Dr. Stephen 
Whittle is Senior Lecturer in Law at 
Manchester Metropolitan University 
in Manchester, United Kingdom. He 
is one of the founders of Press For 
Change, the U .K. lobbying group for 
transsexual rights and coordinator of 
the U.K. FTM network, now an inter­
national organization. He took time 
out from his busy schedule to provide 
this interview for Tmnsgender 
C011111111nity News . He is a female to 
male transsexual, a "trans man" and 
has devoted what could be considered 
a record amount of time to supp01t 
groups throughout his life. 

Q: Dr. Whittle, please accept our 
congratulations on a successful 
Congress and our thanks for the 
opportunity to get to know you. 
Please te ll us, how did you become 
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involved with the trans community? 
A: I would say it started 25 years 

ago. In 1973 J joined the Campaign 
for Homosexual Equality and tried 
hard to be a good lesbian. In 1974 I 
co-founded the Manchester Lesbian 
Collective a radical group which was 
involved in setting up the first 
Manchester \Vornen's Refuge. I 
announced that I was a man shortly 
afterwards and with the group's sup­
port contacted the trans scene. We 
started the very first support group in 
the UK for transsexuals and transves­
tites , which initially met in the appro­
priately named "Camp Street." The 
group was instrumental in the setting 
up of the Manchester Gay 
Switchboard. 

Q: As I think back to my college 
days, there were very few resources 
available in the U.S. in the early '70s. 
\Vas it the same in the U.K. ? 

A: The re were no transsexual 
groups at that time. There was the 
Beaumont Society, a group that was 
ostensibly a heterosexual male trans­
vestite organization. I joined the orga­
nization as a trans man in 1975 and 
became the co-editor of the 
Ber11mwnt Neu:s. It was not until 1979 
that we founded SHAFT, the Self 
Help Association for Transsexuals. It 
was the first UK self help group for 
transsexuals with a most unfortunate 
name (but that's another story). In 
1990 I founded the FTM Network, a 
self-help group for trans men. We 
now have over 700 members in the 
UK, and members from another 20 
countries. My early 1970s background 
with the Gay Liberation Front and 
the \Vomen's Movement has led me to 
increasingly feel that we must bring 
politics back into the transgendered 
community. 

Q: And you pursued the Law as a 
means to that end? 

A: I decided to do law in 1985 
after being sacked from two jobs. I 
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obtained my degree in evening class­
es, then continued to a Maste rs and 
PhD. 

Q: Does your practice involve only 
transgender issues? 

A: I am not a practicing attorney 
per se, but rather an academic lawye r. 
I do pro bono work for TC and TS 
people at employment tribunals, but 
my primary employment is as a lectur­
er at Manchester. I became an acade­
mic relatively late in life but I have 
had the opportunity, over the last few 
years, to participate in developing 
wide ranging new theoretical 
approaches to the paradigms of gen­
der, sex and sexuality, alongside the 
few other scholars who are currently 
working in this field. 

Q: How did "Press For Change" 
come about? 

A: For most of that time ] had 
been "out" and had been actively 
campaigning for respect and equali ty 
for ALL of the trans com munity. I 
recognized that getting inside and 
using the law was the only way for­
ward after seeing the publicity sur­
rounding Mark Rees's application to 
the European Court of Human Rights 
in the early 1980s. Mffi-k asked me to 
attend a meeting with the then 
Liberal Member of Parliament, Alex 
Carlile in 1992. That meeting was to 
lead to the founding of PFC. 

Q: As the force behind the Third 
International Congress , Press for 
Change assumed a role much like 
Renaissance and the Second 
Congress. v\'e have heard nothing but 
praise for PFC and the Congress. As 
its organizer and coordinator ~~1e re 
you happy with the results? 

A: The Third International 
Congress on Sex and Gender was held 
at Exeter College, Oxford University 

continued on page 11 
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There should be a new photo of 
yours truly accompanying this first 
column in our new magazine format. 
(" Next month , already!") 

What you're not going to see, 
however, is a really deep valley of 
cleavage, which our editor Angela 
decided to crop out of the final ver­
sion. I tried to cajole her into showing 
the whole rnagilla by advising her to 
use as her ovvn column photo one of 
herself as the wild blonde vixen in 
vinyl she has favored us with on occa­
sion . But no go, apparently. 

\Vho wants to see only "Amberle's 
waves of grain" when you could also 
see my "pumped-up mountains 
majesty"? Write a letter to the editor, 
for crissakes. Think Dolly Parton. 
Okay, think Pamela Anderson. Well, 
would you believe Ellen DeGeneres 
in a \VonderBra? 

KOOKY KROSSDRESSED KIDS 
KAUSE KONTROVERSY 

School officials of a private high 
school in Carrollton, Georgia asked 
one of their fifteen year old male stu­
dents to stop dressing like a girl after 
parents of other students complained. 
Matthew "Alex" Mc Lendon refused 
and after being sent home, and a 
meeting with his father present in 
support of his son's crossdressing, 
withdrew from the Georgian Country 
Day School. 

According to a report by Dan 
Sewell of the Associated Press, most 
of the students supported Alex and 
did not find his presence or the way 
he dressed a distraction. In fact , some 
students were not even aware that the 
slight, blonde-haired Alex was a boy at 
all until the controversy surfaced. As a 
show of support, "most of Alex' class-

mates , including some boys, wore 
bows in their hair, until ordered by 
the principal to remove them. " A few 
of the students pointed out that the 
school's handbook "urges acceptance 
of diversity in opinion, culture, ideas , 
and behavioral characteristics." So 
much for school credos. 

In the body of the article , a mother 
of one of Alex's girlfriends said that 
her daughter and Alex would often sit 
and talk about "girl" things , doing 
their hair and painting nails. After 
observing Alex, she thought to herself, 
"This is a girl" although she knew that 
biologically Alex was a young male. A 
photo accompanying the article 
showed Alex as a pretty androgyne 
with long blonde hair and soft femi­
nine features. It was apparent by 
some of the male students' reactions 
to Alex that they thought of him as a 
girl, and there was no mention of any 
of the negative, teasing reactions one 
might expect from adolescent stu­
dents. If only the majority of adults 
could have been so open-minded, 
Alex would still be enrolled in a 
school where he had apparently found 
happiness . 

Meanwhile, in Madison, vVisconsin , 
an eighteen year old crossdresser 
attending a rally for slain gay student 
Matthew Shepherd was himself 
attacked and stabbed with a broken 
beer bottle by an unknown assailant. 
The hospital treating the young cross­
dresser notified police of "a female 
victim who had been stabbed." 

Only later did the hospital learn 
that the victim was in fact a young 
male in women's clothing. At first the 
victim gave a fake name, but then 
later provided his real name, after 
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which he f1ed the hospital. Police later 
learned that the victim was wanted on 
outstanding traffic violations and now 
the re is a bulletin out for both the vic­
tim of the attack and the attacker. 
Police "have tentatively labeled the 
attack a hate crime because the victim 
was a man dressed in women's cloth­
ing" according to the AP story. 

So here is a case of an attack on a 
crossdressed individual that has been 
labeled a "hate crime", which may 
make some of the activists fee l bette r 
abou t their efforts for TC inclusion in 
those types of bills . I don't know what 
good it did for the victim - who took 
.50 to 60 stitches to close his wounds -
and now finds himself a fugitive from 
a traffic citation for his pain and suf­
fering . It's a damn shame that the rel­
atively peaceful attack 011 poor Alex 
McLenclon can't be labe led a "hate 
crime" because it seems almost as 
harsh and eve1y bit as scarring as 
being cut with a broken beer bottle. 

SUGAR AND SPICE 
The recently renamed TGSF group 

in San Francisco, California publishes 
The Cha1111el newsletter and it carried 
an interesting article by member Erin 
DeSouza titled, "Gender Skybox; My 
Baseball Road Trip" in the November 
'98 issue. 

Proving that she is not just a pretty 
face , and that baseball really is the 
national pastime, Erin recounts her 
summer excursion to visit some of the 
East Coast's major league stadiums in 
Toronto, Montreal , and Baltimore, 
with a side trip to Cooperstown's Hall 
of Fame. Apparently, this was not 
Erin's first baseball-themed road trip. 
She had previously visited some of the 
Southern California ballyards along 
with some towns in the Arizona spring 
training league. 

Traveling by air, rail, and bus to get 
across country and south from 
Canada, Erin has a pretty grueling 
itinerary to follow. For the border 
check with Canadian customs, she 
brought along a copy of a letter from 
her therapist to account for the dif­
ference in appearance from her male 
ID's but Customs did not question 
her. In each city, she saw a game and 
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also the sights of tlw cities she visited. 
Keeping the baseball theme intact, 
she dropped i11to the Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown , New York and Babe 
Huth 's birthplace in Baltimore . Erin 
gives some inte res ting anecdotes 
abo ut each stadium ancl the games 
she saw, as well as some of the other 
local highlights of he r stops along the 
way. After her retu rn to San 
Francisco. she has enough time to 
catch a Giants clay game and an 
Oakland A's night game, which shows a 
ce1tai11 devotion to baseball that seems 
almost quaint in this clay and age. 

Far more inte resting to me in 
E rin ·s lively trip was the subtext of a 
transgende r person who is proud to 
be a sports fan. Nowhere in her 
lengthy article was there one mention 
of shopping or (thankfully) what she 
wore each day. This is a much differ­
ent piece than anything I've read in 
TC support group newsle tters and 
shows that we can be interested in -
and interested about -something other 
than women ·s garments. It's refreshing 
to see that someone isn't afraid to 
acknowle(1ge that you can't take the 
boy out of the girl... and you can take 
the girl out to the ballgame. 

WHAT'S THE GOOD WORD? 
Melanie Yarborough wrote an 

interesting article for the November 
'98 issue of the Reflections newsletter 
of the Neutral Corner group in San 
Diego, California, titled "Who Speaks 
for Crossclressers ?" 

Melanie begins by asking a 
provocative question: "Do transsexuals 
get all the front page news at the 
expense of crossdressers?" She goes 
on with her thesis thusly: "As I cruise 
the Internet, I see lots of pages devot­
ed to hormones. document changes, 
and the intricacies of cosmetic femi­
nization and SHS. I see less refer­
ences to things like wig care, 
wardrobe color analysis, or jewelry 
coordination. I see a great many on 
the front lines are full-time pre-op or 
post-op. Fewer of them are closeted 
crossdresse rs ." 

In a nutshell , Melanie is calling for 
a greater participation by cross­
dressers in publishing articles that 

deal with our own issues, which 
although not as dramatic as li fe transi­
tions for transsexuals, can be nonethe­
less as interesting and appealing to a 
wide audience. She also makes a very 
interesting obse1vation that is ve ry 
apropos for Internet publication. "In 
our community, our more fetishistic 
members are made invisible. There's 
somehow an unspoken law in our 
community that 'good' transgendered 
people seek to be active and in public. 
The 'weird' trnnsgendered are into it 
for their own kinky sexual desires ." 
She calls for recognition of all cross­
dresse rs - of whateve r stripe - as 
members of our community. "No one 
person or subgroup represents us all. 
We are for transgender rights for ALL 
people." 

This is akin to an observation I 
made in th is column last year. There 
are hundreds of personal web pages, 
and many more hundreds (if not thou­
sands) of screen identities of people 
identi~ying themselves as cross­
dressers , who are not members of any 
active TC organization. Many of those 
screen identities and web personas 
are crossdressers who could be identi­
fied as "fetishists" who may not have 
any interest in serious TC topics, 
maybe not even the types of harmless 
topics about which Melanie speaks . 

It could ve1y well be that they are 
turned off by the workaday discus­
sions of most crossdressing topics . Put 
bluntly, they want action, oftentimes 
not even live action, but something to 
stimulate them, if you will, as they 
browse around the web. The group 
that can appeal to that segment of the 
market, can retain their interest, and 
attract the hundreds or thousands 
more that have yet to be found, will 
rule the TG world. Would it harm us 
irreparably to set aside some space for 
discussion and photos of fe tish cloth­
ing, bondage, or the kinkier aspects of 
transvestism? I think not. And as 
Melanie Yarborough points out, "'Ve 
need only respond that we are a rain­
bow of many kinds of people." Amen, 
sister. 

DON'T TALK WHILE I'M 
INTERRUPTING 
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The Gemini Jo11rnal newslette r of 
the Gemini Gender Group in 
Milwaukee, \Visconsin reprinted an 
article titled, "Language and Gender 
Differences" by Hicha;·d Morey that 
appeared in the Sydney (Australia) 
Morning Herald newspaper. The arti­
cle dealt with language differences 
between men and women studied by 
a researcher at the University of 
Queensland. 

Dr. Jennifer Peck taped conve rsa­
tions in public places, offices, and 
homes for six years and found that 
men and women have "fundamentally 
different ways of talking." The main . 
difference is that women inte rrupt 
each other and often talk at the same 
time in their conversations. "Men, on 
the other hand, resented such inter­
ruptions." 

Dr. Peck continued , "Men and 
women not only talk about different 
things , there is a fundamental differ­
ence in the way men and women talk. 
" 'omen are more about sharing expe­
riences. \Vhat's more important for a 
man is expressing yourself as an indi­
vidual." By studying her 30 hours of 
taped conversations, she noticed that 
women didn't seem to mind being 
interrupted , or to have their sent~nces 
finished by their partner, even if the 
statements were incorrect. " 'omen 
will simply concur and later make the 
correction as they continue their con­
versation. 

Men will express annoyance if the 
conclusion is incorrect and make the 
correction immediately. Further, 
when women speak with men, they 
adapt to the male style and often 
seem uncomfortable with the compet­
itiveness of the conversation. The con­
versation style differences led to 
inevitable communication problems. 
"In a way, it isolates men," presum­
ably because they do not share con­
versational topics as much as espouse 
them," Dr. Peck concluded. I know 
what we can learn from this study but 
I have a feeling that no amount of 
vvomen's clothing is going to change 
what appear to be instinctual conver­
sation patterns for male crossdressers. 

continued on page 14 
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The Plight of the Crossdresser's Wife 
The lot of the crossclresser's wife is 

not an easy one, so I'm told by my 
clients. In either couple-counseling or 
individual treatment with the spouse 
alone, complaints include: using her 
clothing and make-up without permis­
sion; impulsive spending on impractical 
items; self-centeredness bordering on 
narcissism; a lack of caution and 
respect for her wish to keep his behav­
ior secret; alte rnatively, secretiveness 
approaching paranoia; competitiveness 
and even gloating when (on rare occa­
sions) he looks better than she; lack of 
interest in learning skills essential to 
dressing and making-up such as mend­
ing and removing make-up stains; 
entering a period of age-regression 
immediately upon dressing; and select­
ing friends in the gender community 
based on appearance. 

As you can imagine some of these 
issues engender (no pun intended ) 
laughter despite the pain that provokes 
the complaint. Here is how I attempt 
to help a couple or an individual deal 
with the above issues. 

Using other's property without their 
permission is rude and presumptuous. 
If this is permitted with other than 
gender-related property, it will be 
more difficult to correct. After all , if 
she has been using his razor and he 
her deodorant without incident, a pat­
te rn has been established which gives 
rise to the current complaint. I ask 
couples to look at their boundaries and 
think about why are some infringe­
ments OK and others not. If this only 
occurs with gender-related property, 
issues of inexperience and embarrass­
ment my be inhibi ting the crossdresser 
from purchasing what he needs. 
Education and reassurance can go far 
to reestablish boundaries . 

Complaints about impulsive spend­
ing for impractical items may be moti­
vated by the couple's limited finances; 
unfair division of discretionmy income; 
neurosis on either (or both ) part(s); 
lack of information about whe re to 
shop reasonably or inexperience in 
what items are usable; or the CDer 
being an impulsive or impractical indi­
vidual. A frank discussion of this com­
plaint with both individuals will reveal 
the underlying cause and ultimately 
the best therapeutic approach. 

Self-centeredness is a ve1y com mon 
behavior of crossdressers- whether 
they are new at it or old hands. I think 
for many it is the attempt to deal with 
insecurity by an over-attentiveness to 
appearance. On the other hand a nar­
cissistic individual will be a narcissistic 
crossdresser as well. The therapeutic 
stance is to assess whether the behav­
ior is situational or endemic to his per­
sonality. In the former case, education 
and reassurance can be helpful. In the 
latter, it will be useless. In such a situa­
tion the big guns are necessmy in the 
form of individual, intensive psy­
chotherapy. 

Extreme attitudes concerning cau­
tion or its absence regarding non-con­
ventional gender behavior can cause 
great difficulty within a couple. Of 
course "extreme" is in the eye of the 
beholder. Rather than getting caught 
up in who is right or wrong, the impor­
tance of agreeing on what level of dis­
cretion is approp1iate is the key. 
Therapy can be helpful in facilitating a 
discussion that is rational and respect­
ful and leads to negotiating an agree­
ment each can live with. 

Competitiveness, although stressful , 
is natural among CDers. Their spouses 
are their models and for many men 
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represent the ideal of ferninillity. 
However, their wives need to defl ect 
their paitners' preoccupation with 
comparing their appearances. 
Assuming this is not an acting-out of 
marital dissatisfaction , I enco-urage 
wives not to fall into the competitive 
pattern but rather, set an example, hy 
behaving coll aboratively and coopera­
tively and giving many complements. 
The objective voice of the therapist can 
help to make the CDe r aware of the 
unattractive and distancing behavior in 
which he is engaging. 

" 'ith regard to hi s refusal to learn 
the less glamorous skills essential to a 
good presentation, the spouse must be 
firm in insisting that he take responsi­
bili ty for these as well. This means 
facilitating his learning them and not 
doing them fo r him. This brings me to 
the next complaint-age regress ion 
with dressing. I think that this is a real 
phenomenon explained by the CDer 
not having enjoyed an adolescence in 
which dressing was supported or 
encouraged. If the wife can tolerate 
the immaturi ty that sometimes marks 
thi s period and behave firmly and with 
a sense of humor, this too will pass. 

Las tly, he is said to select his fri ends 
in the gender community on a differ­
ent, and more shallow basis. This 
includes attractiveness, skill in dress­
ing, and knowledge and resources. 
Again , this seems reasonable since 
often the CDer's only common ground 
\.vith his gender friends is their CDing 
behavior. However, his wife may find it 
tedious to socialize with people whose 
interests seem limited to clothillg and 
make-up. She may also be distressed to 
see him reject someone who is more 
interesting as a person but less skilled 
in presentation. Again negotiation and 
compromise can go a long way to 
resolving this issue. 

In summary, it is not easy to be in a 
relationship that presents the afore­
mentioned challenges. If you have 
attempted resolution by traditional 
approaches, consider a period of brief 
counseling where you can learn some 
useful strategies and get support and 
claiification from an objective per- ~\ .. 
son. 8 



Dr. Whittle ... 
i 11 Sqitf'lll bf' r. It was atte 11clf'd by an 
i11tf' r11ational co ll ection of over 170 
acadc 111ics , rneclical practitioners ancl 
com1111111ity if'ade rs working in the 
fi e I cl ol transsex11al and transgender 
studies. New partne rship links were 
crcatC'd as well as proposals for the 
deve lop111cnt or a new archival 
approach to trans studies and theory. l 
beli e\'(' it was a resounding success. 

Q: Our res<' arch has shown you 
are a prolific writ·e r, inclucling such 
titl es as Legislating for Transgemle r 
Rights. Legal Issues in Gender 
Dysphoria a11cl The C riminalisati on of 
the Tra11 ssexual. l n fact a li st of your 
publicatio11 s wo11lcl take much of the 
re mai11cler o[ thi s publication. \ Vhat 
are your latest works? 
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A: [ have just co mpleted editing a 
book on Trans-theory studies for 
Cassell 's which is clue out iu May l!:l99 
entitled Rcclai111i11g Genders· Essays 
011 Tra11 ssex11al Grr1111111an at !he End 
of the Milleni11111. I also have several 
chapters in other publications and we 
are currently revising the third edition 
ol Tra11svesti sm, Transsexuali sm and 
the Law. 

Q: Do you f'V<' r wish that you werf' 
not transgenclerf' cl? 

A: I've often lieen asked that ques­
tion. My answf"r is "No." I have been 
able to be at the fore front of a new 
political movement that is really chal­
lenging the issues of body fa scism. If 
we can \Nin the one about trans bod­
ies, then we can win in all the other 
battle grounds surrounding the body 
whether to clo with people being fat 

or thin , ablecl or di sabled , black or 
brown , male or fe male. Mostly 
though , heing trans has hf'e n a privi­
lege because I have met wonderfu I 
people, done wonderful things, been 
to wonderfu l places - all in all had a 
wonderful life. 

Dr. Stephen Whittle 's work has 
obtained high international and 
national interdi sciplinary respect as 
being at the forefront of transgencler 
theory and studies as evidencf'd by 
the volume of invited publications and 
conference presentations. 
1h111sgell(ler Co11rn11111ity Ne11.:s is 
grateful for the opportunity to present 
our readers with profiles of such lead­
ers. He and others like him allow us 
all to share this "wonderful life." 

$2.8 Mill ion Awarded in Tyra Hunter 
W rongful Death Suit 

On August 7, 199.5. Tyra Hunter, a 
preoperative transsexual woman and 
highly successful hair stylist, was criti­
cally wounded in an automobile acci­
dent whe n a motorist ran a stop sign 
and broadsided lie r ca r. \ Vhen three 
D.C. Fire D epartment E mergency 
Medical Technicians removed Ms. 
Hunte r's slacks to assess her bleeding 
at the 1995 acc ident scene, they dis­
covered her male genitalia. 

Onf' of the m exclaimed, "This ain 't 
no bitch . .. He's got a [phallus] and 
balls .. , Treatment was immediately 
discontinued. The EMTs ridiculed the 
still-conscious Ms. Hunte r, allowing 
her to bleed profusely on the pave­
ment while horrified onlookers 
begged them to render aid. 
Treatment was resumed only after 
Firf' Chie f Otis Latin arrived at the 
scenf' . 

Still conscious upon her arrival at 
DC General Hospital , Ms. Hunter 
was given a medication to paralyze 

he r. She died about an hour late r 
from loss of blood. According to 
expert testimony, Ms. Hunter would 
have experienced "sheer te rror" from 
feelings of intense suffocation. That, 
combined with drug-induced paralysis 
and the probable memory of the 
EMTs hateful remarks , paints a 
macabre picture of Ms. Hunter's final 
moments. 

Finding that she died in part 
because of negligence by the District 
of Columbia Fire D epartment and 
malpractice by the D.C. General 
Hospital, a jmy awarded $2.8 million 
in damages to Margie Hunter, Tyra's 
mothe r. 

A deposition by attending physi­
cian Joseph Bastian states that while 
Ms. Hunter lay dying in the ER, the 
EMTs continued ridiculing her in a 
nearby visiting area. They became so 
disruptive that the hospital staff 
reported them to the police. 

The jmy attributed Ms. Hunter's 
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death in part to the EMTs' refusal to 
administer critical first aicl and in part 
to the malpractice of Dr. Bastian. 
According to expert testimony, Ms. 
Hunter would have had a 71-88% 
chance of survival with prompt, com­
petent attention. 

Although it is disappointing that 
criminal action was not taken and that 
the offending EMTs were neither dis­
ciplined nor reprimanded despite 
widespread complaint from 
'"'ashington citizens, the victory today 
is a milestone. Today a jury ruled that 
a transgendered·person's life is worth 
protecting. Today the transgenclered 
population became a bit more human 
in the eyes of the public. 
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ot uzz 
.J o A n n Rob e r ts - Cyb er Q ue e n 

Happy New Year! We're gonna party like its 
1999. Oh, it is 1999. Most people seemed to 
have liked my fom1at last month, so I vvill 

repeat it this month with a request for feed­
back. Do you like the fashion news fu'st or 
last? Do you want all fashion news, all polit­
ical commentary, or keep the rrtix as is? I 
really want to know what you want. 

I picked up a really nice booklet while shop­
ping for makeup. The book is called Star 
Beauty - Secrets of a Hollywood 
Makeup Arti~ imd is published by Max 
Factor . The booklet came with three sam­

ples of Max Factor's Lasting Petfonnance 
makeup. The booklet itself is a fabulous 
primer on making up. Best of all the book­
let was less than $5. Pick one up if you see it. 
And, by the way, Lasting Pe1forrnanc.-e is the 
fotmdation that Max Factor reo:>mmends to 
replac.-e its Active Protection fow1Clation 
which is no longer available. 

Revlon has released four hot new colors for 
" 'inter. These new colors are all in the deep 
chocolate brown fanilly and look just lus­
cious. Check out Mochaccino, Chooolate 
Bar, Hot Cocoa, or Coooa Bean. The 

company is offering the colors in both Super 
Lustrous lipstick and nail enamel. Many 
t'1Shion magazines have a coupon for $1.50 
off any of the new items. 

Jmmary is usually a good time for sales. 
Now, for example is a good ti.me to buy 
Christmas amls for next year. And, if you 
stop by m1 Estee Lauder munter in 
Jmmmy, you can get some freebies if you're 
willing to sit through a consultation (m1d 
spend some money). You can opt for skin­
cm·e aclvke or eye makeup advic-e. If you 
pick skin-care, you'll receive Fruition 
Extra Multi Complex (whatever that 
is! ), Advanced Night Repaid 
Protective Recovery Complex (do 
they have politicians make up these 
names?), and Diminish Retinol 

Treatme nt. Pick eye makeup and 
receive Lip and Eye Makeup 
Remover, and Pure Velvet Dramatic 
Vol tune Mascara. I'd go just to hear the 
counter clerk spit out all those names. 

Also look for two-for-one sales of lin­
gerie in January. Times they are a-chang­
ing and a good bra these days sells for 
$25 to $30, so anything less than that in a 
brand name is a bargain. Panties cost 
between $5 and $10 each. 

Two for one is also the message of a new 
line of dresses from BCBG Max Azira. 
These stretchy dresses are basic black 
on one side and completely reversible to 
show a bright color on the other side. 
No one will know it's the same dress. The 
dress is about $120 (that's $60 a side, 
remember). Call 1-888-636-2224 to fmd 
out where to get one near you. 

Of course, sinc.-e we're now officially into 
Winter, we should be looking at Spring 
fashions. This Sp1ing the buzz is about 
neutrals and pastels. The neutrals this sea­

sons are shades of gray from light, almost sil­
very gray to charcoal. The pastels include 
ivory, pinks, and baby blues. But be 
smmt, don't pair gray with more than one 
pastel shade at a ti.me. 
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Rac.-quel Weld1 was in New York some 
ti.me ago hawking her new line of signature 
wigs. The actrnss, famous for Olle Million 
B.C. and Myra Breckenridge, has lmmched 
the line of 22 mntempormy, stylish wigs. 
The cost is " . ..less thm1 a pair of shoes," 

Yeah, well if you like Bally or Manolo 
Blanik, thats $300. 

It stmted 'A~th Michael Jackson, mKl con­
tinues now with the advent "whitening 
masks." Severetl cosmetics mmpmlies have 
introduc-ed skin bleadung prcx:lucts claim­
ing they reduc-e dismlorati.ons, freckles, age 
spots, and dm-k patches. Most contain 
hydroquinone that bloc·ks the fomiati.on of 
pigment. If you have spots you wm1t to 
erase, you might wm1t to check out She 
Uemura \ Vhitening Lotion or Chanel 
Wllitening Mask 

Looking for that "pe1fecf' 
tmdergarrnent? You know, the one like 
morn used to wear. The one you stmted 
weming when she was out of the house. 
Well, if thats your "thing," then you wm1t to 

visit Crepe Suzette Vintage 
Undergarments <\V\Vw.crepe-
suzette.com>. They have vintage and 
vintage-looking undergarments includ­
ing long-line bras, braselettes, bustiers 
and girdles. 

If more contempormy lingerie is your thing 
(and who m11ong us doesn't crave sexy lin­
gerie?), then you must visit the new 
Victoria's Secret web site at 
<http://wvvw.VictoriasSecret.com/vsc/>. 
Almost eve1ything you'd fhld in the catalog 
is there online and ready to be ordered. If 
you're one of those shy people who doesn't 
want to talk to a sales clerk this site may be 
your answer. Personally, I like it because I 

C'Ul order VS pantyhose which I love. 

Some ti.me ago, I mentioned m1 ad I saw 
online for a mrset kit and gave m1 email 
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address. Several people told me they sent 
mail but Imel not rec.-eived a reply and asked 
for a snail mail adch·ess. vVeU, I saw the prod­
uct mentioned again and this time I 
rE'c.-eivecl a response: 'The reduction at the 
waist is m-owid 4" ... they are no-busk, slip on 
cinchers that lac-e up in the back. .. start at 
$89US (s/h incl) for a basic ci.ncher (no 
hi.ms/gmtE'rs/n 1Hle lace) ... . for a cincher with 
4 gmt ers, simple lace mid trim, it would be 
arowid 160. Dec.'Orative bi.ms mid lac.-es 
make for a higher p1ic.-ecl gmrnent, as in the 
picture, the red one is $US22.5, with 12 
gmters, n.tffied lace top/bottom, and woven 
him motif on the stays." More info on the 
m rsets are available from d eedpro@cadvi­
sion .com>, Leeds Productions, d-207 
Rundleview Dr. N.E. Calgmy, Albe1ta, 
Canada Tl Y l H7. 

And now for the news and commen­
tary. .. "Th e 1111ality of an organization 
ca 11 11 e i;er exceed the 1111([/ity of the 
111inds that 11wke it 11p. " 

- Harold R. McAJindon 

The online mnummity was taken aback by 
a \\idely clistiibuted message in mid­
December that alleged the Ame1ican 

· Psychiahic Association had rejected 
Gender Identity Disorder as a legitimate 
cliagnosis. The message stated that, " ... the 
cliagnosis itself is hmrnfi.t! because it implies 

people have a clisease and that in mid of itself 
can cause depression, mixiety mld self 
deshi.ictive behavi01:" The message was 
hailed as a victoiy by not a few people. The 
only problem is the message wasn't real. 
Acmrdi.ng to TranZGrrlJa, Suzy Cooke, 
who created the message, "A TranZGJTlla 

' pe1fom1ance mt piece called 'IF?' was start­
ed today, Monday December 14, 1998 at 
appmximately 10:00 mn, California time. It 
is meant as a holiday gift. As performmK-e 
art the participation of the auclienc.-e is wel­
C.'Omed. I took an mmoLUK-ement which was 
a Sah.irday AP release mid altered it..." 

Appm·ently, Cooke never expected anyone 
to take it se1iously or for it to spread as quick­
ly as it clid. By Tuesday aftemoon the whole 
net was abuzz with tlie news. 

Em·liE'r in tlie month the Human Rights 
Campaign released this news; 'The 

Hummi Rights Campaign sb-ongly supports 
public mid p1ivate initiatives to m tmter clis­
crimillation based on real or perceived 
gender identity. We acknowledge tlie 
extrnorclinmy work of b"311Sgender orga­
nizations and leaders mid view tl1ern as 

imp01tm1t fi.iencls mid powerful allies. 
The Hum<m Rights Cmiipaign is mrnmit­
ted to a mutually beneficial relationship 
with the transgender community. It is 

our hope that such a relationship will help 
infom1 mid craft a shared vision of a world 

that honors <md respects all people regard­
less of sexual 01ientation or gender identity." 

Candy Marcum, Board of Directors Co­
Chair, said, "We hope to work closely \\~th 

the tnmsgender mmrnllllity in fincling tlie 
right solutions." Well here's hoping tliat 

HRC <md Ms. Marcum put their words into 
actions. The "tnmsgender m mmwlity" goes 
far beyond tlie bounda1ies of such focus­
limitecl orgmlizations as GenderPAC. The 
HRC needs to meet with mid talk to the 

real tr:msgender leadersllip, those who 
work m1d toil in tlie offic.-es of our mmmwli­

ty-suppmted org;mizations, not a self­

appointed demagogue. Send a sb-ong mes­
sage to the HRC du-c@lu·c.org> m1d let 
them know tlmt you wmit yow- c.Dmmunity­
chosen leaders to meet with tlieir leadersllip 
and that you m·e willing to work for trans­
gender inclusion in the Employment 
Non-Discrimination Ad: (ENDA). 

Urvashi Vaid, one of the most respected 
voic.-es in tlie GLB commllllitywrote in tlie 
December 8th issue of tlie Advocate: " ... 
v\'ill eve1yone in om veiy diverse mmmwli­

ty ever unite behind one set of ideological 

politics? No, we will not. But should GLBT 
Progressives just abandon tl1e movement to 
people who sacrifice principle for poli­
tics? No way. vVe need to speak out more 
tlian ever. If we do not create a movement 

brave enough to stmid for basic hmnan 
rights, tlien we deserve the movement 

we have, which harbors a valueless politics 

that hwts tlie prospect of equality for GLBT 

people ... " Why do I bring tllis up? Because 
Ms. Vaid addresses precisely the issues I 

believe has hurt Olli mm1mmity tlie most in 

tlie last two years, i.e., selling out ptinciple 
for political gain. I have been shmply criti­

cized for my comments on GenderPAC in 
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the last issue of this mlunm. Ms. Riki 
Wilchins, GPAC Executive Director. 
emailed me mid asked why I \Nas so upset 
with her " ... all of a sudden." Alison Laing 
declm·ed to me that the International 
Foundation for Gender Education 
(IFGE) supp:irts GPAC and is still working 
with tliern. She cited mi exmnple where, 
apparently, GPAC took a bootli at last 
November's National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Foree (NGLTF) Creating Change 
Conference and the booth mst was shared 
by IFGE, BiNet, mid other so-called mem­
ber orgmlizations of GPAC's board. So let 
me start with Ms. Wilchins' question. Riki, 
it's not "all of a sudden," it's still. Yes, two 
ye~u-s later (hey, I hold a gmdge a long ti.me; 
it's a veiy feminine tiling), I'm still ve1y upset 
over tlie way Wildlins m;miptt!ated board 
members and, witli tlie help of cm-ell.illy 
selected suppo1ters, orchesb-ated mi end-
11.lll m-owid tlie cltt!y elected officers of the 
GPAC board. Ms. Wilcllins chose politics 
over principle in her bid for the power mid 
m nb-ol of GPAC. Ms. Laing mid others 
chose politics over p1inciple when they sup­
pmted Ms. Wilchins in that power bid. In 
making that choice two years ago, the com­

mllllity was robbed of tlie opp:irtunity ~o 
debate and discuss issues of national irnpor­
tmK-e mid robbed of the chmK-e to help set 
national p :ilic.y. Instead what we have is an 
oligarchy known as GenclerPAC that 
defines om issues, sets Olli policy mid then 
tells us about it after tlie fact. I am not so 
much conc.-emed about what GPAC has or 
has not ac.'C.'Omplished as how they have 
accomplished it... at the expense of om right 
to self-detennine om national voic.-e. Now, 
tliere are tl10se who say I mn way off-base in 

my opinion about GPAC and Ms. Wilchins, 
and tlmt I mii doing hmm. What do you 
tllink? Let me know, please. And, please 
send email to Ms. Wilchi.ns at 
<riki@gpac.org> and let her know if you 
agree witli her or ·with me, as well. 

So, tliose are my opillions, but, hey, what do 
I know? I refuse to have a battle of wits with 
people so d early unarmed. Comments? 
Write me cm-e of tllis publication or semi. 
email to tlie <CyberQueen@cdspub.com>. 
© 1999 by Creative Design Servic-es. 



Vis A Vis ... 
I just don't think we'll get the same 
femini ne thrill from interrupting and 
being interrupted in our chitchats as 
we do from wearing high heels and 
foundat ion garments. 

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 
Dallas Denny, the TC activis t from 

Atlanta Georgia, wrote an article that 
appeared in the November/D ecember 
'98 Crystal Chro11 icle published by 
the C1ystal C lub of Columbus, Ohio. 
Tlw piece was titled "Imprisoned 
Florida Pre-Op TS Sues for H ormone 
Treatment" and recounted the suit 
brought by Dennis Smith against the 
Florida D epartment of Corrections. 

Smith is serving a 10 year sentence 
for aggravated battery. Prior to his 
conviction, Smith hacl changed bis 
name to Rhonda and began taking 
es trogen ancl had hip and bust 
implants for a more fem inine appear­
ance. In 1992, the Florida correction­
al authorities hacl stopped providing 
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horrlilone therapy for transsexual s 
because it was not "medically neces­
sa ry." Sm ith 's suit alleges that they are 
refusing to treat "serious medical 
needs" in not prescribing the estro­
gen , thereby "violating bis constitu­
tional protection from cruel and 
unusual punishment. Along with the 
restoration of the hormone ti 1erapy, 
he (which is the pronoun used by the 
author of tl1 e o ri ginal arti cle) is also 
suing for $100,000 in compensatory 
and punitive damages. 

I'm beginning to sound like Pat 
Buchanan with some of my views on 
transgenclered criminals lately but I 
just clon't agree with Mr./Ms. Smith 's 
position on this issue. Maybe they 
should just let him/her have the estro­
gen and be thankful she isn't suing for 
a cool million instead of a nwasly hun­
dred grand. 

QUICK-LIGHT 
ELIMINATES HAIR!!! 

As seen on CNBC, Dateline, and 20/20 

Do you have something 
that you'd like to share? 

Transgender 
Community News is a 

two way process. 
If an article or opinion 
provokes a reaction in 

you, whether positive or 
negative, don't go 

unheard. Send your 
opinions and comments 
in a letter to the Editor. 

Send letters to: 
Editor, c/o Renaissance, 

987 Old Eagle 
School Road, Suite 719, 

Wayne, PA 19087, 
or email to 

<Editor@ren.org>. 

-
Using a hand hefd device like a bar code scanner, an intense light is shined 
at unwanted hair. This light releases a burst of energy that destroys the hair 
follicle, shaft and root. As many as 100 hairs may be treated simultaneously. 
Just remember, in a few minutes we can effectively treat a large area that 
before would have taken an hour with many painful sessions. you should 
be hair free after just three or four treatments with a touch up session 
needed only after eighteen months. We are extremely excited about this 
new technology. This is as permanent as it gets! Call the office and ask about 
our free consultation today. 

Now featuring Renaissance member, Sandra Lynn! 
Our newest Quick-Light Technician 

Yardley Aesthetics Center 
(215) 321-7100 

301 Oxford Valley Rd ., Suite 102A 
Yardley, PA 19067 

HARVEY W. BROOKMAN, M.D. 
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Favorable Decision in Cyber-Censorship Case 
[Alexandria, VA, November 23, 

1998] 
For the first time in America's legal 

hi story a court has applied First 
Amendment principals to Internet 
access at public libraries. The U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District 

of Virginia ruling states that forcing 
adults to use blocking software in 

public libraries "offends the guarantee 

of free speech ," and pe rmanently 
b locked government officials in 
Loudoun County, Virginia from 
unconstitutionally restricting online 

access. 
In this landmark case the American 

Civil Liberties Union had acted as 
"intervenor'' on behalf of The 

Renaissance Transgender Association, 
Inc. , and seven other d iverse groups 
who charged that the Loudon County 
Library's "Policy on Internet Sexual 
Harassment" violated their First 

Amendment rights. The Library's poli-

cy, established on October 20, 1997, 
included the use of Internet blocking 
software to deny access to websites 
the libra1y deemed pornographic. 

Blocked were the Renaissance 
website (http://www.ren.org), The 
Safer Sex Page, and the Books for Gay 

and Lesbian Teens/Youth page despite 
the defendant's concession that these 

sites did not violate their policy. 

Federal district comt Judge Leonie 
M. Brin kema, a fo rmer librarian, 
p resided over this case, in which 
Renaissance Executive Director, 

Angela Gardner testified in July. The 
judge concluded that "although 
defendant is under no obligation to 
provide Internet access to its patrons, 
it has chosen to do so and is therefore 
restricted by the First Amendment in 
the limitations it is allowed to place 
on patron access ." Further, restricting 
"the access of adult patrons to pro­

tected materi al just because the mate-

rial is unfit for minors" is unconstitu­
tional. 

The ACLU has recommended 
alternatives to the "unconstitutional 
use of mandato1y blocking software" 
including placing p rivacy screens 
around terminals, establi shing 
Internet use policies, and allowing 
optional filte ring on terminals used by 
children. 

It is yet unclear whether Loudon 
County will appeal this decision. 

Transformed and transfixed! That's what you will be after visiting with 

Ms. Lynda at CDtips. We offer in-house transformations, personalized 

shopping, wardrobe selection and consultation, feminine 

comportment instruction, glamour makeup application, 

manicures , pedicures, full epilation, and more. 

Ms. Lynda is the premeire makeover artist in the 

greater Philadelphia area and works with JoAnn 

Roberts at her Paradise In The Poconos weekend. 

Call or email now for rates and information: 
CDtips@aol.com or 215-878-3383 

http://www.tgfmall.com/cdtp/cdtp.html 
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Feminizing the Face - Soft 
Tissue Techniques 

Plastic and Reconstructive sur­
geons have such capacity to project, to 
l~ lan , to revise and to remodel. With 
such talent available to assist our com­
munity and with such gratifying and 
successful results fo r our people, it's 
no wonder many are considering this 
surgical approach early in transition 
before moving toward genital reas­
signment. As much as I understand 
the need for some to have anatomic 
congruity with one's mind, to have 
gender and body become one, the 
plan to have facial and skull cosmetic 
surgery before undertaking genital 
change can still be a good investment. 
I also endorse facial feminization and 
body contouring for those of you who 
never will seek GRS. 

In this second of three aiticles 
dealing with facial feminization , I 
want to concentrate on soft ti ssue pro­
cedures and save discussion of bone 
alterations until my February column. 
I don ·t want you t~ think that bone 
and soft tiss~e procedures are not 

often combined. They certainly are 
and have to be to accomplish the plan 
designed fo r each individual. And 
keep in mind my last remark. In the 
consultation visit, a plan should be 
formulated by you and your plastic 
surgeon to reach a satisfying and suc­
cessful set of results. 

To feminize, not just to dernas­
culinize you, is the plan and to accom­
plish this feminization by making yo u 
unique - not like the other 
Transwornan before you or the one 
the surgeon does afte r you. A "tranny" 
face should NOT be the result of your 
surgery experience. In that I mean , 
you should not receive an obviously 
sculptured face that is as likely to 
draw as much negative attention as 
one who has never had facial fem i­
nization surgery. 

I am afraid we have all seen exam­
ples of what I am talking about. 
Please be cautious of those surgeons 
who push a "cookie-cutter" approach 
and supply you with the same stan­
dard list of procedures that they sup­
ply to your friends . This "laundry list" 

Transvamp Publications, Ltd 

approach with no consideration to the 
uniqueness of you r facp (or your 
fri0nd's for that matter) is not in you r 
best interest and frankly, in my opin­
ion , is adopted by surgeons who have 
become complacent and have more 
interest in tlwir bottom line than sup­
plying you with what is b0st for you. 

When evaluating the face, it helps 
to divide it into three segments, 
upper, middle and lmwr. In that di vi­
sion , however, it is most vital to pro­
ject how changes in the upper third 
will affect the rest of the face and how 
changes in tlw lower third will have 
influence on decis ions about alte r­
ations of the rest of the facial struc­
tures-aml so on. Changes in soft tissue 
can be somewhat extensive - for 
example, face and neck lifts. But sub­
tle and simple procedures such as 
accentuation of cheek pads or e leva­
tion of the upper lip are important 
considerations as well. Afte r healing, 
those subtle changes can have power­
ful effect - even more than extensive 
alte ration. 

Let's look at some of these soft ti s­
sue remolding procedures. The eyes 
are the very first structures that peo­
ple focus on in looking at you. 
Procedures to "open" the eyes change 
their shape and erase wrinkles , and fat 
collections around them are often uti­
lized. Blephosoplasty or surgical 
change in the eyelids, upper and 
lower, is a procedure that must be 
ve ry carefully carried out so as not to 
produce too wide an appearance or 
too restricted lid activity. 

Often one can spot the person who 
has too vigorous an approach to the 

NILAH 
r.,.. , > t . .,....,, t) ,,. \ r .J r 

Let Kalina the Sexy Vampire teach you how to transform 
yourself into the sexy girl of your dreams. Secrets to an 
Awesome Makeover, Kalina's latest full-length book, contains 
expert makeup and image advice for crossdressers. Lots of 
photos, illustrations, and detailed explanations included 
throughout its 42 pages. To order a copy of this a eel lent 
makeover manual, send $20 to Mary Din, 2300 Walnut street, 
Suite 526, Philadelphia, PA 19103. Make all checks payable 

-----=-

to Mary Din. Send $2 if you would like our latest catalog. Add 
$5 if you live outside the USA. US funds only, please! 
Visit our Web site at www. cris.com/~Kalina 
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CUSTOM-MADE CLOTHING 
Anyway you like it 

that's the way we make it. 

ALTERATIONS AVAILABLE 
for your store bought clothing. 

610-853-9822 
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eyes. Their eyes look unnatural and 
not a part of their face. Delicate lipo­
suction can take away the bulge 
appearance in the lower lid and slight 
elevation of the outer position of the 
eyes, the lateral canthus, can change 
the shape. The result is the almond 
shape eye we see in many of the most 
beautiful models. 

In conjunction ·with those 
approaches to the eyes, one can soften 
greatly the ridges of bone above tllE' 
eyes that are so thick and prominent 
in men. By making a small incision 
within the hairline of either side of 
the head , the surgeon can dissect 
down beneath the forehead tissue to 
expose these heavy bone ridges and 
allow for high-speed instrumentation 
to be applied to shave down the bone. 

The overall effect is two-fold. One, 
to soften these structures to appear as 
they are in genetic females and two, 
to de-emphasize the concave appear­
ance of the forehead as it is character­
istically in men. With this approach 
often there is no need to actively cor­
rect the concave appearance although 
when that concavity is marked it will 
need special attention. 'Ve \Nill deal 
with that technique in the next article. 

'Vhen we consider bone-shaving 
methods , another very simple tech­
nique is to make an incision inside the 
lowe r lip and, with dissection down to 
the chin bone, a burr revolving at high 
speed can smooth down the bone 
thickness and prominences to make a 
female chin shape. While other bone 
removing methods are employed to 
soften and thin the jaw line, this vety 
efficient surge1y in particular is highly 

useful to feminize. Pain afterwards is 
minimal and ability to function fully 
including eating in a day or so is the 
usual. 

Much is spoken of in ways to 
emphasize the cheekbones. The most 
prominent bone in this area, the zygo­
ma, can be augmented with malar 
implants placed through the mouth 
into the cheek and this is a common 
approach. Often, however, the cheek 
pad can be emphasized to accomplish 
a ve1y female appearance and this 
may be a very worthwhile approach 
without placing a foreign body. A non­
absorbecl suture is placed in a very 
clever manner in the circumference of 
the cheek pad to elevate this struc­
ture . It is then attached to the scalp 
tissue above the hairline - simple and 
effective. When there are depressions 
in the temple area on each side, vari­
ous substances can be placed to fill 
and soften those depressions. 

An area that is commonly consid­
ered is the middle third of the face , 
particularly the nose. Surgical tech­
niques to remove the dorsal hump 
and change shape are utilized. The 
nasal openings can be made smaller 
and softened and a very important 
feature of the nose , the tip, can be 
fashioned to be petite and with a 
slight elevation as is fitting for the 
individual's whole face. In men the 
lips are frequently thin and in a 
straight line- the upper lip in partic­
ular. A very imperceptible incision 
made just beneath the nose, through 
which precise suturing is done will 
raise the upper lip to reveal more of 
the vermillion, and it can be shaped as 

well to have more contour. This lends 
allure and fe mininity to the mouth. 
Liposuction techniques to the chi11 , 
the 11eck, as well as to the tissues 
under the eyes are exceedingly valu­
able. Removal of small deposits of fat 
can enhance other features to make 
for a most beautiful appearance. 

vVhen considering much more 
extensive procedures , one that comes 
to mind is when hairlines are changed 
with deliberate and involved surgery. 
The frontal hairline in women is much 
closer to the eyebrows than in men . 
The forehead is not as broad or exten­
sive in women. Placement of an 
expander through two less-than-one­
inch incisions vvithin the hairline on 
either side of the head allows for 
stretching the hair bearing scalp. This 
is clone under IV sedation and after 8-
10 weeks of periodic injection of ster­
ile saline into the expander by the 
patient, the stretched segment can be 
mobilized into a flap. 

This flap will be so placed with 
appropriate incision and suturing that 
the hairline is natural, lower, and the 
hair is growing in the proper direc­
tion. This technique is used to create 
parietal or side of the head flaps as 
well to eliminate male patte rn bald­
ness and other types of hair loss. This 
technique is very specialized and not 
utilized by many who work with vari­
ous hair transplant operations. My 
partner, Dr. Ernest Manders, has 
refined this procedure with pioneer­
ing techniques that produce excellent 
results. 

continued on page 20 
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Making 
Sense of 
It All 
by Lee Ann Etscovitz, Ed.D. 

YES 
Self-affirmation and self-belief 

have been easy for me to preach but 
difficult to achieve. I have found it 
easier to fight the forces which have 
been a threat to my existence than to 
create an existence which is meaning­
ful and fulfilling. I hm·e developed 
some personal boundaries but have 
not fully lived within those bound­
aries. The task of being true to myself 
has been a challenge, to say the least. 
Yet if I do not start saying "yes" to my 
sense of self rather than focussing on 
saying "no" to the threats to my still 
unde\'eloped self, then what do I real­
ly have of substance in my life? Who 
am I besides a fighter for personal 
freedom? What am I free for? 

I have written a poem which 
attempts to express the meaning of 
saying "yes," that is, the meaning of 
self-affi rmation. The poem is call ed, 
of course. "Yes:" 

Yes 
is painful 

if at any cost 
you simply agree. 

Yes 
is difficult 
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if you own your soul 
and you choose to be. 

What I have just described in poet­
ic form are four stages, if you will, of 
saying "yes" to one's sense of self. I 
would like to comment on each stage, 
not in te rms of the wide r human 
struggle in which all of us are 
engaged , but rather in te rms of the 
gender strnggle which some of us 
happen to face in the midst of that 
wider struggle. 

For most of my li fe I have known 
pain and difficulty in terms of my gen­
der struggle . As I look back, I can see 
that I agreed to a great deal which 
was not really a refl ection of my inner 
truth . I buried whatever feelings and 
desires were expressive or my trans­
gender wishes. It is true that I did not 
real1y have a name for my feelings, 
but the feelings themselves, even if 
not labeled, were real. Outside my 
most private moments, I acted as if 
my wishes did not exist. I was agree­
able at any cost, if on ly to be loved 
and included. But I was not being 
loved fo r being myself. I was loved for 
being what others wanted me to be. 

Saying "yes" in that way was 
extremely painful , especially as I 
e merged from childhood. Saying "yes" 
that way was even more painful as I 
grew into adulthood. As an adolescent 
I began to feel lost, not just like ado­
lescents tend to fee l, but even more 
so as I sexualized my transgender 

if you are lost 
and you cannot see. 

feelings. I felt I did not belong any­
where, that I was strangely different, 
even though, as I have said, I could 
not identify that difference . I just 
knew I did not fit into the usual cate­
gories of boys and girls. I was torn 
between liking the girls on the one 
hand and being like them on the 
other. I did not really get along with 

=>'"--------::trh-~e other boys.· So I was a loner, an 

Yes 
is natural 

if you have a goal 
and you are free . 

Yes 
is alive 

isolate. The problem was that I was 
lost. I did not know who I was , and I 
could not see where I was going or if 
I was going anywhere at all. 

I wandered for many years in 
te rms of my transgencler feelings , not 
knowing exactly what they were, and 
not knowing what to do with them. 
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The erotic and secret crossdress ing 
with lingerie in the privacy o r my bed­
room was maddening at the same 
time that it was necessaiy and plea­
surable . The thought of anyone ever 
findin g out was also embarassing. 
Saying "yes" to oneself is truly diffi­
cult if yo u are not sure of what or who 
you are . Saying "yes" to a sense of 
confusion, even an inescapable confu ­
sion, is far from sati sfying. 

" 'hen, as an adult, I was fin ally 
able to face and to iclent i ~y my trans­
gender fee lings and wishes, I joined 
the Renaissance Transgencler 
Association. My mem be rship in that 
organization fe lt natu ral. It fe lt right 
to be with othe r transgenderecl pe r­
sons. I was not alone anymore. an cl I 
was free to begin to express my fee l­
ings , both verbally ancl in my appear­
ance. I fe lt free at last, free to be fem­
inine in the way I had always imag­
ined, at least for one evening a month. 
But that was one evening more than I 
had ever experienced. 

I was also free to pursue the rapy, 
free to explore those fee lings and 
wishes which I had carried around 
inside of myself fo r so long but which 
I had never allowed to become part of 
my sense of self. The "yes" which I 
was then able to pursue was the affir­
mation of my soul and the choosing of 
my ve1y being. Such a choice is far 
from easy, but it is a choice worth the 
effort. Choosing to be oneself is 
painful, but the pain is different from 
the agony of the self-sabotage with 
which my "yes" journey began. 
Painful effo rt is effort in the service of 
personal goals, goals which are the 
beginning of personal freedom . 

Though I do not claim to have all 
the answers about myself, I somehovv 
no longer feel lost. I am beginning to 
agree to those things which enhance 
and fulfill , rather than diminish and 
destroy, my !if e as a whole and my 
transgendered life in particular. No 
longer do I simply agree. Rather, I am 
beginning to choose my life , and in 
that choosing I am beginning to feel 
truly alive, alive as a woman, alive as a 
person. 
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Is It Just the Clothes? 
by Denise Mason, 
connecticuTView 
Every month I receive about 10 

diffe rent TV Clubs newsle tte rs , and 
over the years, I can re member 
almost each and eve1y club 
saying ... "our club is going downhill , 
unless you help." I can say that I often 
question, "How is our club going?" to 
myself, as I see successes ... but also 
disappointments. And I question , 
whv? 

; 

Yes, we have produced a successful 
Fe male I lllpersonator Show and 
rai sed $3125 for Pediatric AIDS, but 
NOT EVEN 2.5% of the club attend­
ed the show. Yes , we have monthly 
meetings and some great parties, but 
the same six to twelve members 
attend. What about the other .50? My 
wife has attended more club parties 
than 9.5% of the members. 

We probably have one of the ve1y 
best newslette rs in the East, jammed 
full of information, local and national 
news, and I don't rece ive an average 
of one article a month contributed 
from the me mbers. 

But remember what I said in the 
first sentence: "all clubs are having 
the same problem," and all clubs are 
so disgusted that when that pressure 
cooker explodes , they put it in print to 
their membership. 'Vhy isn't there 
... support? I feel that it's the nature 
of the transvestite. First, last and fore­
most, they are male. As males , how 
many on their own will send a Thank 
You card or Get Well card to a friend? 

You would think that because they 
have a feminine side that it wou ld be 
second nature to do things like that. If 
they were more women-like, it would 
be a natural reaction to wipe the dish­
es, or on a club level, to pitch in and 
run a club meeting or party. 

If they were more women-like, 
possibly they would send a letter to 
their friend in California, just telling 
them that they missed them, or at the 
club level, maybe they could write an 
article for the newsletter. God only 
knows, I ask! 

If they were more woman-like, 
would they jump at the chance to go 
to bingo with the girls, or play bridge, 
or have a Tuppetware party ... or 
make an attempt to attend their TV 
club's monthly meeting? 

If they were more woman-like, 
they would comment to their relatives 
or friends about how nice it was to 
hear from them, or see them at the 
last reunion or picnic, and how nice it 
is to receive the e-mail messages from 
all their cousins all over Connecticut, 
instead of just belonging to a club 
where no one ever hears from them 
during their 12 months of member­
ship. Thank God, when dues are due, 
I at least know they are alive as I get a 
check (but with no note) . 

Success, isn't just the club prosper­
ing, it's the members of the club pros­
pering. If they are getting something 
out of the club, if they are growing, if 
they contact their feminine side, then 
one gets a sense of accomplishment. 

But when a TV hasn't learned one iota 
about what it is to be femin ine or 
female, then I think it's just a big 
waste of time . 

Unfortunately, many of the dubs 
around the country have the same 
problem. Our women are really still 
men. \ Ve have fai led , for if we suc­
ceeded, we would have tiny dinner 
parties, craft classes, or clothing par­
ties to show how to use a scarf. " 'e 
would have lette rs to the editor shar­
ing how they became a TY, and how 
important that side of them is. 

\Vhat great news it wou ld be fo r a 
TV to share how close he had gotten 
to his spouse once he shared his 
crossdressing secret with her. If their 
feminine side were really there, we 
would be exchanging cards for Xmas, 
Get Well cards for the ill , Birthday 
notes to those older than 39, and silly 
and sexy cards for almost any reason. 
But we don't. 

Because ... most of us are still men. 
And Rangers watching, beer sluqJing, 
tee-shirt weari ng men just don't do 
those things . Sad, because this is hap­
pening in every club, all around the 
country. I guess TV is only ... cross­
dressing. 

to: 
To contact connecticuTView write 

P.O . Box 2281 , 
Devon, CT 06460 
Or e-mail; rnasonD@aol.com. 

Membership is $25 a year. 

"1~~~." 

IT'S RENEWAL TIME! 
Many memberships are coming up 

for renewal! If you've received your 
renewal notice in the mail, please 

take a moment and return it today! 
Thanks for your continued support. 
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Dr. Kirk ... 
Sometimes to accomplish the most 

ideal results, various surgical p roce­
dures are staged. A certain few are 
clone fi rst. Then others are combined 
in a second stage to complete the plan 
after appropriate time has elapsed and 
healing has taken place. Not always is 
it possible to put too much together 
and at times it's inadvisable because in 
a second stage there could be the pos­
sibility that one technique can be 
eliminated or another one added or 
modified to accomplish a better 
result. Keep in mind , you also have an 

input to the plan to surgically alter the 
face and sku ll. Don 't believe it is all 
the decision of the plastic surgeon. 
Very often what you desire is ve1y eas­
ily implemented into the surgical 
plan. Still I caution you, sometimes it 
is not and while rna1velous changes 
are possible some unrealistic 
approaches may never be a considera­
tion for you. 

There is much to consider and to 
discuss when considering face and 
skull remodeling. Keep an open mind. 
Evaluate techniques , surgeon's 
philosophies and their costs ancl com­
pare, compare, compare! Once again, 
please clon 't accept a set of proce-

<lures pushed hy some surgeons as thf' 
only way to feminize a T face. It's a 
cop-out on tllf' surgf'on's part. A sur­
geon should always keep your individ­
ualism in mind and work with you to 
improve and enhance your best traits 
while feminizing you. Your face is 
often the first physical impression of 
yourself seen by others. Consider 
carefully what you want and who you 
want to help you "put your bf'st face 
forward. " 

Next month , I will concentrate on 
the bone (osteotomy) operations for 
the face and skull and some of 
the body contouring operations ~\ 
available to you. ~ 

TG Doctor Fired For Transitioning On Job 
Dr. Carla Enriguez, a pediatri cian, 

has filed a suit against West Jersey 
Health System (WJHS) of New Jersey 
alleging that they foiled to renew her 
contract last year because she was 
transitioning from male to female . 
Enriquez, a trustee of The College of 
New Jersey since 1984, was te rminat­
ed on October 22, 1997. He r attorney, 
Lee Fiederer stated , "\ Ve brought the 
case under the New Jersey law against 
discrimination which protects individ­
uals from discrimination based on sex­
ual orientation or affectation." 

The suit alleges that officials at 
WJHS were openly critical of 
Enriquez throughout her transition , 
and that WJH S denied her employ­
ment based on their disapproval , 
rather than any measure of perfor­
mance. She began transitioning in 

September 1996. At that time she 
legally changed her name from Carlos 
to Carla and made the change in her 
physical appearance from male to 
female over the next several months. 

The complaint further alleges that 
in 1997 Dr. John Cossa, Vice 
President of WJHS, told her to "stop 
all this and go back to your previous 
appearance." After Enriquez refused 
to comply with these demands , WJHS 
took action to deny her employment. 
"\ Ve have a brilliant doctor, recog­
nized nationally in her field , who was 
terminated solely based on her sexual 
affectation and orientation," said 
Fiedere r. 

Riki Anne Wilchins, Executive 
Director of Gender PAC, commenting 
on Court TV said, "That such blatant 
discrimination can happen to a fine 

doctor emphasizes the urgent tlf'ecl 
for employment protection at the 
local and state level ancl especially 
within the context of ENDA. The 
experience of thi s woman is echoed in 
tlw scores of responses we are receiv­
ing from people across the countiy to 
our National Survey on Gender and 
Sexual Orientation in the \\'orkplace ." 

T Dr. A. S. Nobel T Ellen A. Mahony, M.D. 
Cosmetic and Plastic Surgery 

Psychothera~ 
Specialized in Treatment 

of Gender lndentity Disorders (TV/TS) 
Individuals 

683 Donald Dr. N 
Bridgewater, NJ 08870 

Marriage & Family 
Groups 

Insurance Accepted 

(908) 722-9884 
Fax: (908) 722-0666 
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Greetings, girlfriPnds! \Velcome to 
the last year of the 20th cen tury! l 
do1d know about you, but rm excited 
like you wouldn 't believe to be closing 
in 0;1 the new millennium , something 
that doesn't happen Pve1y day, Y2K be 
damned! And since l don't figure on 
being around in 2099, l mean to enjoy 
this e\'ent! You should too! I'm sure 
it'll be great! 

Now, on to shopping stuff. Every 
now and then, l get email from fo lks 
who ask about pl~1ces to shop for the 
taller girl. As you well know from past 
rants, the majority of clothes on the 
market today are tailored for women 
no taller than five foot seven, leaving 
tall women (and tall crossdressers) 
pretty much out in the cold. However, 
that trend has changed of late as 
designers have come to realize that 
women are tall er and have demanded 
clothes that will fit them. 

And that's the crux of this month's 
column. I've done some searching 
around, mainly online, and have come 
up with some resources fo r the verti­
cally overabundant. Of course, 
Penney's is at the top of my list. For 
years, it has been, and continues to 
be, my primaiy resource for clothing 
which is both stylish and functional. 
They have a sp~cific catalog just for 
talls (l-800-322-1189) that has a large 
selection of dresses, suits, pants , jeans , 
blazers , and coats. 

Next is Extreme Lengths out of 
Babylon, New York (1-800-291-6604 
or www.extre rnelengths.com) which 
features a ve1y nice collection of 
trendy dresses, jackets, pants, and 
jeans with inseams up to 36 inches, 
.tops, sweaters (both with longer 
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sleeves and bodices) and swimsuits in 
sizes from 6 to 22. The company has 
decent prices, offers gift certifi cates 
and has secure online ordering, along 
wi th mail , phone and fax. They accept 
Mastercard, Visa, Discover and Amex. 

One interesting company I recen tly 
found online is The Long Tall 
Clothing Company (www. longtall­
clothing.com.au/index.htm ) out of 
Australia. Founded by a six foot two 
CG named Sue, Long Tall carries a 
wide variety of clothing for tall girls 
from .5-9 to an astonishing 6-9, with 
converted U.S. sizes from 4 to 22, fea­
turing pants with inseams from 36 to 
40 inches. They also offer sizing 
charts and free postage to anywhere 
in the world. 

Long Tall offers stylish clothing for 
casual wear, the office and evenings 
out and has a rather interesting on line 
catalog, similar to their hard copy ver­
sion, but if you click on the selected 
garment, you get a larger, higher reso­
lution pie of the item in question 
along vvi th all the pertinent info (col­
ors, sizes, price) on said item. The 
company has secure online ordering 
with Mastercard, Visa and Amex, and 
purchases get youl2 months worth of 
new catalogs. 

As I've mentioned here several 
times before, Sears (1-800-944-3671) 
offers a fair selection of tall clothing; 
mainly suits, pants , jeans , blazers, and 
three piece wardrobers. Other compa­
nies I've found for tall clothing that 
currently don't have websites are 
Long Elegant Legs (1-800-344-
2235), Tall Classics (1-800-345-1958) 
and The Height of Fashion (l-800-
888-6HEIGHT). Call and ask for cat-
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alogs from these companies so yo u 
can see what they have to offer. 

Also , a good idea would lw to 
check the \ '\'omen ·s Apparel section of 
your local Yellow Pages for shops that 
specialize in tall clothing. \\'hile 
they're not exactly prolific (Case in 
point: in the Philly area, there are 
only three such shops li sted in the 
phone book) since clothing is still tai­
lored mainly for women no taller than 
5-7, I'm sure the re's bound to be at 
leas t one of two tall woman shops or 
boutiques in you r area. So, let yo ur 
fingers do the walking. 

Lastly, here's an inte resting tidbit 
for you to digest. In the November 
1998 issue of Cos11wpofita11 , there was 
a little piece about the latest innova­
tion in hosie1y, called "hosiery that 
heals." What I'm talking about here is 
pantyhose from Linda Allard/Ellen 
Tracy (Satin Microfiber, $1:3.50), 
Hanes (Smooth Illusions Revitalizing. 
$9.95), No Nonsense (Renew, $4.49) 
and Victoria's Secret (Pulse Points, 
$12-14) that claims to jump-start cir­
culation, cure leg fatigue and promote 
general well being. 

In that ve1y same issue, there was a 
full page ad from Hanes on their 
"prescription pantyhose" which were 
designed with the help of a medical 
expert to promote daily leg health and 
wellness , protect against swelling, 
enhance skin tone and deliver a 
refreshing, massaging effect. Since 
Hanes is my hosiery brand of choice, 
I'll buy a pair to try, even though ten 
bucks is a bit much to shell out for 
hosie1y. I'll try 'em out and give you a 
full report next month or so. 

Well, that's it for now. I'll have lots 
of good stuff to share with you in the 
months to come as we close in on the 
year 2000. As always, my electronic 
mailbox is open for your comments, 
tips and opinions at <tree­
top@voicenet.com> , or by 
snail mai l to the Renaissance · 
National office (address on 
on page two). Until next 
month, be smart, buy 
smart and look smart! 
Happy shopping, sisters! 
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Organization Lisfing 
• Trnnsgender Health Action Coalition (T-HAC): Tht' 

Transgt'ndt' r Information and Pet'r Counseling Hotline is now 
helpi ng to seIYt' tilt' llt't'ds of the greater Ph iladelphia Transgendt'r 
community. The hotlint' operates eve1y Monday i-and Thursday 
from 6 to 10 p.m. c,Jl: (21.5) 732-1207. Organizational meetings of 
tilt' are held on the second and fou1th Thursdays of each month 
from 8 to ~):30 p.m. on th e fourth floor of th t' " 'ashington " 'es t 
Offices, 1201 Lornst St. Phila. PA. All are \\·e lcome to attend. 

• ActionAIDS: Suppmt groups and information for HIV+ peo­
ple in the Philadelphia area. 21.5-981-0088 for general information . 
Sponsor Passages. a suppmt group for gt'nder variant people. Call 
21.5-981-:3349 for Passagt's information . 

• William Way Leshian, Gay, Bi, TG Community Center: 
Manv programs and di\·e rsions for the LGBT comm uni ty in 
Philadelphia. For info on upcoming events call 21.5-7:32-2220. 

• Community Alliance of Transsexuals (CATS): TS suppmt 
group that meets in Burlington County. New Jersey. 21.5-.536-1209 

• The Attic: Center for gay. lesbian , bisexual and TC youth 
ages 12 to 23 in Philatlelph ia. 21.5-.54.5-4331. 

• Phila. TS Support Group: 4 p. m. the first Saturday eve1y 
month at 1201 Locust Street 21.5-483-7647 . 

• lntersexed Issues: Raven Kaklera, Amhoyz lntersexed 
Liason, Cau ldron Fann. 12 Sirnond Hill Road. Hubbardston , MA, 
0 14.52, 978-928-4198, cau ldron@netlplus.com 

• FTM and SOFFA Issues (including lntersex): Gary 
Bmn~n. Coordi nator-in-chief. P 0 Box 1118, E lkton. MD, 21922-
1118. 410-.392-.3640, transman@netgsi.com . URL:http ://www.net­
gsi .com/- listwrangler 

We're Here When 
You Need Us ... 
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Sheila Kirk, M.D. 
J. Will iam Futrell, M.D., Ernest Manders, M.D. 
412.781.1092, Email: TSMC@aol.com 
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TransEssex International is a British-based voluntary 
self-help network dedicated to serving the needs of 

Transvestites, Transsexuals, 
their families and friends. 

It hosts the UK's biggest monthly TVffS group party, 
runs friendly HelpLine services and publishes a wealth 

of useful information. 
For a full info-pack and sample copy of the world's 

best transgender magazine, send a sterling 
International Money Order for £ 10.00 to: 

TransEssex International {RI), PO Box 3, Basildon, 
Essex SS14 lPT, United Kingdom. 

To all Chapters and Affiliates: 
If you have any special events or 
programs you wish to publicize, 
please inform the Editor at least 
one month prior to the event so 

it can be mentioned in 
News & Views . 

OanY/l/:r/ / '\ . 
~f_9'4 ' 

Large Selection 
Rene of Paris, Henry Margu, Eva Gabor, 

Dolly Parton and more. Complete privacy. 
Call for appointment 

610-446-0799 



Trr111sgender Co1111111111ity News, Vol.1 3, No. 1 

.... 

TG Community Calendar 
LOCAL RENAISSANCE 
CHAPTERS/AFFILIATES­
JANUARY 

2: Lower Susquehmma Valley, New 

Jersey Supprnt 
9: Lelugb Valley, Delawm-e 

16: Greater Philadelpllia 

2.3: Momnouth/Ocem1 Tnms Gender 

JANUARY 1999 
l.S -17: The 2nd Regional 

Organizing Confe re nce devoted to 
the conce rns of the Latino/a 

Lesbian , Gay, Bisexual & 

Transgender Community. Hostos 

Community Co ll ege, New York 

C ity. For more information , call: 212 
614-2949 or email us at: <pafu era­

pal@aol.com >. 

21- 24: First Event. hosted by the 
Tiffany Club of New England, Inc. at 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel in \\'oburn , 

Massachusetts. Contact: Telephone: 

781-891-932.S, (answe red live 

Tuesdays 7-10 PM ), or by e-mail at 

d i rstevent99@tcne.org>. 
24: C hri stian Retreat at First 

Event. This retreat is being coor­

dinated by Ms. Diane Zahn and Ms. 

Jennife r Jones of the Tiffany Club of 
New England. Space for only about 
20 people is available. Contact: Diane 
Zahn, <damz@sprynet>, or 

Jen nife r Jones 
<jennyj@concentric. net>. 

FEBRUARY 1999 
13: Max Bell of the A.C.L.U. will 

speak at the Renaissance D elaware 
chapter on the law and how it deals 
with transgernlered people. Contact 
Renaissance D elaware at 302-376-

1990 or by email to 

< sadeCD@aol .com>. 

MARCH1999 
3-16: Dignity Crnise XI on the Marco 

Polo frnm Sydney, Aush1ilia to Cairns. 

Contact Cn.tises Inc.: Barbara Arendt at 
800- 621-6699 or Mike Sinn at 800-818-

7830. 
5 - 7: Consh11cting Q-m1mmities: The 

1999 Southeastern Lesbian. Cay, Bisexual, 

and Transgender College Conference 
at Duke University Date: Mm-d15-7, 1999. 

Site: Teny Sanford Institute of Public 
Policy, Duke University 

17-21: IFCE Convention, "Stm1ding 

United", 13th Annual Convention m1d TC 

Health & Wellness Conference, hosted by 

The Blue Crnss Belles, Cioe Enterprises, 

PO. Box 61, Easton, PA 18044-0061. 
Phone: 610-759-2347, email: 

< Skiistinej@aol.com>. 

APRIL 1999 
8-10: Pride m1d prejuclice: The 5th 

Annual SymposiLU11 on Lesbian, Cay, 
Bisexual and Trm1sgender Issues, 

University of Rhode Island. Inqtliries cm1 

be made by phone at 401-874-2101, or 

email at <silvadel@aol.com>. 

MAY 1999 
13-15: Tnms-America Transgencler 

Conference, Charlotte, Nmth Carolina. 
Call 704-.531-9988 for info. 

22 - 2.5: Cilifornia Dre;mlin' '99, AirTel 

Plaza Hotel & Conference Center in Van 

Nuys, CA. Contact PPOOCilifontia 
Dre;rn1i.n' at PO. Box 1088, Yorba Linda, 
CA. Phone 714- 2.81-0271, (Voice Mail), 

714- 2.81-0371 (Fax), e-mail 

<PPOC@aol.com> or 

<Dremnin96@aol.c'Om>, or visit our \veb­
site at 

<http://ww\v.flash.net/-clhome/c:ach·eamiI1> 

JUNE 1999 
2-6: 17th Annual Be-All, Raclisson 

Hotel i.J1 Clevelm1d, Ohio. Any question E­
mail Susie Davis or phone her at 330-92.3-
3413. 

AUGUST 1999 
17-22: Hm1y Benjm11in International 

Gender Dysphoria Association, Inc., 
London, England. Contact: Bem1 

Robi.J1son, 1:300 South 2nd Street, Sst, 
Suite I80, Mi.Jmeapolis, MN .55454. 

Phone: 612-62.5-1500 (receptionist), 6I2-
624-8078 (voice mail), 612-626-8311 (fax) 

or email to <rnbin009@gold.tc.unm.edu> 

Greater Philadelphia Chapter Sets New Fee Schedule 
As of January's meeting of the 

Greater Philadelphia Chapter, vve 
need to ask our members to help sup­
port the chapter by paying an annual 
dues of $20.00. 

You will find the forms for this at 
the January meeting. If you don't find 
the m, ask Viv or Joanne 'vVhite and 
they will see that you get the neces­
sary form s. 

In addition , there will be a $5.00 
fe e at the door for members, and a 

$10.00 fee at the door for non-mem­
bers. CPC members ' significant oth­
ers will be admitted free , while non 
members' significant others will be 
asked to pay an additional $5.00. 

As you can easily see, it is to every­
one's advantage to join the chapter. 
Not only will the chapter be solve nt 
and able to pay our expenses, but, it 
will cost you $40.00 less each year. 

\Vi th the money we will receive 
from memberships and door fees , we 
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will be paying: the rent, buying the 
food for each meeting, publishing the 
monthly Liberty Belles newsletter, and 
providing a program for each meet­
ing, which of course helps us all. 
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Pre-Op TS Wins Right To Medicaid 
Funding for SRS 

In what has been te rmed a victory 
for the transgencler community, a pre­
ope rati,·e transsexual has won the 
right to proceed with litigation against 
the State of Iowa for denying 
Medicaid bene fits for sex reassign­
ment surgery. 

District J uclge Benne tt held that a 
material question of fact exists as to 
whether sex reassignment surgery is a 
medically necessa ry treatment for 
gender dysphoria and whether the 
Iowa Department of Human Sen"ices 
made a reasonable dPc ision in deny­
ing the benefits by relying on a report 
prompting it to specifically exclude 
such surgery from fundin g. 

The rulf's governing the Iowa 
1\'leclicaicl program Wf' re changed in 
1994 to specifically exclude sex reas-

sigmnen t su rge ry. In May of 1997, 
plaintiff John Smith sued the State of 
Iowa, claiming it violatpc\ the federal 
Medicaid statute by denying him cov­
erage for SRS. Smith claimed the 
arbitrary nature of the denial violated 
hi s 14th An1f'nclment right to clue 
process. 

In considering the merits of the 
case , the court examined whether 
the re is a genuine question of fact as 
to whether sex reassignment surge1y 
is a medically necessary treatment for 
"gender dysphoria." Iowa contended 
that Medicaid does not require the 
State to provide Smith all poss ibl e 
medically necessa ry treatn1f'nts cu r­
rently available , but may place appro­
priate limits on the l)1Je of treatrnents 
offered. 
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Testimony of Sm ith's doctor per­
suaded the court to find that such a 
question of fact exists, stating that 
those diagnosed wi th gender clyspho­
ria. such as Smith, improvf' with sex 
reassignment surgery ancl not psy­
chotherapy and that sex reass ignment 
surge1y is a medically necessarv treat­
ment for such a condition. 

Although Smith is still biologica lly 
a woman , the court shmvecl surpri sing 
support by re fe rring to him in the 
masculine and by his pse11donyrn 
throughout its opinion. 




