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Dr. Whittle on The 3rd Congress 
In 1994 Dr. Jamt'S El ias and Doctors Vern and Bonni~ 

Bullough of th~ C0nter for Sex Resean.:h at California 
State Uni\('rsity Northridge proposC'<I 
holding an International Congress 011 

Crossclressing S<•x and GendE'r. It wns 
to 11<' a coming tow-thC' r of sexuality 
and gPndPr e,prrts from aro1111d the 
world. Tl1r thre<' doctors p11rs1wcl 
tlwir ,·ision and tht> <'\'<'lit, originally 
,·is11aliwcl as a one time thing. hap­

p<>nE>cl in 1995 at a Best Western 
Ilot('I in North1idg0. C,1liforni.1. 

should happen again. 
The hosts of th<.' original Congress gave their blrssiug 

and altN a yenr of planning 
Renaissnnce hosted tlw 2nd 
Congress in JunE' of 1997. Thr 2nd 
Congress brought e\'en morc> propk· 
from around th<' world, inc- l11cling a 
larger numbC'r of tnH11-gf'nclE> rf'cl p<'o­
plC', to attPncl prf'Sf'ntations ,ind p,1 11 -

els on sex aud gendPr issuE>s for ti, rN' 

information packed days. 
Re naissan<·<> took the opportunit\· to 
11se thf' last night of tlw Congr<'~S to 
prrsent its 10th Annivcrsnry Party. 

Jo/\nn Rolw1ts of R<'nnissancc 
attc-nclccl the rvrnt and was inspired 

h>· thc- exchange of infonnatio11 on 
111an>' aspe-ct~ of sexuality am! gernler 
~t11dies wliicli oec111Te(l m11011g the 
attenckrs, am! returnrd to the East 
Const dNerrnined that Tlw 
Rt·naissancr ~clucation Association. 
Inc~ The- Renaiss,\uce 

Dr. Str·phrn \Yhittk. who had 
bC'en a delC'gatr at the original 
Congress. came from 1;:;nglnnd to 
attend tl,e 2nd Co11grPSS in King of 
Prussia, Pem1svlvania and, like:' Joi\nn Dr. Stephen Whittle, organizer of the 3rd 

Congress is interviewed by the media. Roberts. was inspired to organize yet 
another Congress in his 0\\'n co1111tr:·· 

1Yitb the blessing and coop<"ration of the organizr rs of TransgernlC'r Association. Inc. ) shou ld sponsor anotlwr 
Congrrss. l{ohC'rts brought her proposal to the 
H<"nnissance bonrd aml The Board agreed that th<' p,·ent co11 ti1111ed 011 page 6 

Editor Shows Remorse 
Here it is. Jmwmy L999. rn1rl t-his thing isn't a magazine yet. Its 

all iny fa11lt. /1.s a perf<'ctionist I feel ,,e should get the dam thing 
donE' 1ight. 

\ \ ·f' had decided to nm the ,\rtide on the 3rd [ntematlonal 
Co11gress (\\'h.ich you set' aboH·) ,md then we got si<le trncked iJ1to 
considering another pi('(.'<' as our <.over stor~1. '1'ell the sidetnt<..:k 
tu1ll(Xl into a dend encl and \\'e had to backpedal to the O.mgre.ss 
~tOI:'. \ \'hen ,,e flnall~· took a dose look at thr photos we had avail­
able, thE'y just weren't good enough in the quality department. The 
photogmpher had taken them ,,ith a digital camf'ra having only 
pla1med to display them on the Intrm<'t. Photos on the J\et are 
lowrr quality than thosC' that are usecl fi)r print. ,U1cl \\'h<'n we stmt­
rd to blow thrm up l<Jr th<' cover the~· just stretched too thin. 

So, I madr ,m P\<'CUlin.> decision. Tlw n€'\Y magazine fonnat 
,1111 cost us $1400 per issne. This is a gamblr for RE'naissrnK-e. ~ince 
\\'e have to get 1110re ]_X-'Ople paying for it. <'ithrr through the mail 

or off the newsst:md, aud it will take us three to four mond1s to 
stait to see any incrensed revenue. Rather than sp·ncl $1400 on an 
issut':' thnt might not make it as the best example of our publirn­
tion, I decided to keep it iJ1 the bmikm1cl do 011e more 1ww~ll'ttc-r 
issue. 

You "~ll s(•e the uew fcmnat in die Feb1wuv issue. The 
February wver story will be a couples thr rne. Eitl1er one or both 
partners i.J1 the featured wuples will be h,msgenclrred. 
liistotically, Februaiy is Olll' Swimsuit l~ue ,md this one will not 
be an e.xception. \ \'e hn"e some fabulrn1s ~,11111suit shots lii1c'tl 11p 
,Ulcl ,,ith the new, slick paper it sliot~d lie tlw bf'St onl' yet. 

Fo1tunately eg_g fac.:iab ,ll'e good for your skin, sirKt> I hn,P !ind 
yolk 111i11gli.r1g with my foundation for a 111011tl1 or so 0Yer this new 

.. magaz.ine deal. Bear ,,ith us. It'll l,c lif're soon am! it ,,tll bewrntli 

~~ A 
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Chapter & Affiliate Information 
Chapters 

D elaware 
Wilmington, Delaware: meets sec­

ond Saturday o f each month. \\'rite 
for info to: PO Box 5656, \Vilmington, 
DE 19808. Phone: 302-376-1990 or 
email to: - @aol.com>. 

Pennsylvania 
Greater Philadelphia: \ Vrite 

Re naissanc.:e GPC, 987 Old Eagle 
School Rel. , Suite 719, Wayne, PA 
19087. Meets thi rd Saturday of the 
month in King of Prussia. Doors open 
at 8 pm all year 'round, Call 610-97,5-
91 l\;J for information. 

Lehigh Valley/Pocono area: 
Renaissance Lehigh Valley, PO .Box 
3624, Allentown, PA 18106. Meetings 
on the second Saturday of the month 
in the Allentown nren. Call for direc­
tions and more information, 610-821-
295,5, or email to <RenLV@ren.org> . 

Lowe r Susquehanna Valley: Write 
Renaissance LSV. PO Box 2122. 
Harrisburg, PA 17105. Meets on the 
fi rst Saturday of the month. Call 7 J 7-
780-1 LSV (780-1578) or send e mail 
to: <lsv@ren.org> 

\ffiliate-. 

California 
Orange County: Powder Puffs of 

California, PO Box 1088, Yorba Linda. 
CA 92686, or email to 
<ppoc@aol.com> 

Connecticut 
Bridgeport/New Haven: 

connecticuTView, c/o Denise Mnson, 
PO Box 2281, Devon, CT 06460. 
Monthly newsletter and activities. 

Georgia 
AtJanta: The American Educational 

Gender Information Service (AEGIS), 
PO Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033-
0724 or call 770-939-0244, or email 
to<aegis@mindspring.com>. 
Information resources & referrals. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender 
Explorations (A. G.E.), PO Box 77562, 
Atlanta, GA 30357, 770-939-2128. 

Illinois 
Chicago: The Chic,,go Gender 

Society, PO Box 578005, Chicago, IL 
60657, 708-863-7714. 

Louisiana 
ew Orleans: T he Gulf Gender 

Allinnce, PO Box 56836. New Orleans, 
LJ\ 70156-6836, 504-833-3046. 
Website : <www.gga.org>. Email: 
< info@gga.org> or <<:ontac.:t@gga.org> . 

Missouri 
St. Louis Gender Foundation, P.O. 

Box 9433, St. Louis, MO 63117. 
Phone: 314-367-4128. email: 
<stlgf@aol.com>. 

New Jersey 
N. Central Jersey: 

Monmouth/Ocean Trans Gender, 
(MOTC), write PO Box 2972, 
Princeton, NJ 08.543-2972. Call 732-
219-9094. Email: ~ aol.c.-om>. 

Western Central New Jersey: 
ew Jersey Support, 1:all Susan at 973-

- or Dorothy at 215~ 
(weekends only). Write PO Box 0034, 
Montville, J 07045 for infonnation. 
Email: - @aol.c.:0 111. Meetings are 
the first Saturday of the month at the 
Unitnrian Universalist Church of 
\ \'ashington Crossing. 

New York 
Manhattan: Metropolitan Genc.ler 

Network (MGN), ,561 Hudson Street, 
Box 45, New York, NY 10014. Call 
201-794-1665, ext. 332. Email, 
--@mindspring.c-om>. 

Long Island: Long Island Femme 
Expression (LI FE), PO Box 1311, 
'vVater Mill, NY 11976-1311. Phone 
516-283-1333. email to 
~ @aol.com>. 

Oklahoma 
Central Oklahoma: Sooner 

Diversity, pait of the Central 
Oklahoma Transgencle'r Alliance 
(COTA). Write to P.O. Box 60354, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73146. Email to 
<cota@transfemme.com>, website: 
<w,vw.transfemme.corn/cota> 
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$5.00 per issue, $40 per year (12 
issues). Prrvious year back issues are 
available for $2 pe r c.:opy pins $0.52 
postagl:' and handling. St>nd c:l1 f'c:k or 
M.O. to the- abovt> aclclress, MtC'ntion: 
Back Issues. 

Editor-in -Chie f - Angela Gardner 
Managing Editor - Mirancb ­
Con tributing Editors -

Dina Amberle Jessica I3randon 
Lee Etscovitz JoAnn Hobc· rts 

La)1out & D esign - Treetop Press 
Busfr1ess Manager - Gloria ­
Distribution - Emilv Sheldon 

Articles. opin ion pieces, and letters 
to the editor are always w<'k-01111?. 
Ideas fo r articles and upi11io11 pieces 
should be sent to the National 
Office marked Attention: Editor. Or 
by f'rnail to <<-'ditor@re11.org>. 
Complimentmy and irate letters to 
the editor may be sent to the same 
address. 

Henaissance is a 50l[c](3] nun-prof­
it organization providing education 
and support to the transgender 
community and the general public. 
If you would like to make a tax­
deductible donation, make your 
check or M.O., payable to 
Renaissance and send it to our 
National office. Your <--ontributiom 
will help us continue our efforts to 
erovicle education about transgen­
der issues. Donntions can also be 
made through your local United 
Wny agency. 

Electronic Subsc,·iptions 
You can ~el ?i~m,.sJ!encler Co111111,111ily 1\'eu.;s by 
email everv month tlelivere,I :iutomatic;all)' ,-i~ht 
to you r en·;a.il hox for only $15 a yt>ar. That's half 
off tht> reiular paper Sllhscription rate. Send 
your $15 plus )'Oll r email address to tlw 
Renaissance Nalional Olfa-e. 
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I alt'f'ad:' told you why this isn't in tJ1e 
lllight and shiny, 11('\V magazine rormat yet, 
so let' not heat a dead tube of mascam. IfU 
I)(' in your mailoox next month, promisP. 

/\nd now, thr nrws ... 

Do The Name Gemlcline Ri11g A Bell? 

It seems I always f•nd up reporting on 
some h,1gic loss around the holiday SE·ason. 
L'\St ) 'EW it ,,-as a person,u loss. Thjs year 
its thr loss or one of th<' li.umiest men on 
thf' phmet, and one of the fonnirst men i.11 
,I dress since Milton Be1~e. (Sornelxxly 
chrck 0 11 U11c:lc~ MJtie. He better be with 
us for a " ·hi.le. ,t•t.) 

Flip Wilron pi1ssed a\\"<1Y after a fight 
,,ith (you just know I'm gom1a type it): can­
c'f:'r: HP wa, for too young for tlw hig slE'<"[l 
and hf' will hf' missed. Flip " ~1s one oft11e 
fost comics that I c,u1 recall dou1g drag in 
thf' SL,ti<'s. Ikrle had done it sinc.-e the 40s 
(or e,u·lie1·) and made it n trnd0mark, but :i.s 
far as imy reg1.tlar drag chamcter, there was­
n ·t one till Geraldine showed up. 

The gt'<'at thing alx>Ut Ceml<line ·was, 
she- was a c.:omplete chamcte1; It wasn't _just 
FUp in a dress getti11g a laugh because he 
ju,taposro glmnow· and a missing tootb. 
(Like Uncle Miltie would do.) Flip was 
po1trayi.ng a female character of his expe1i­
ence and doing a pretty good job of it too. 
Long beforr the male ac-tresses ol' tocLly, 
such as those mentioned in bst months 
c-ollllnn. Flip \Vilson was doing comedy 
skits in a milu dress and playing the chm·ac­
tr r as a female. 

The humor wa,511 't at the expense of the 
cL·essing. it didn't laugh at GerakliJ1e. As a 
kid I watched with m1 appreciation of the 
comedy and a foscination that a mm 1 oould 
nc-111ally I){> thf' star of his mm trlf',,ision 
slio"' and get paid to wear a "~g and c~·f'ss. 

Flip \\'ilson bmke a lot of brronnd /or 
crossdrrssrrs. and for Afiimn Arne1icans. I 
c;an imagine that he did a whole lot for 
Af1ican American crossdressers. Cod bless 
yo11 F'lip. We're go1ma miss you. 

Say What? 

Speaking or people who have bent>fited 
from the grow1d breaking of Flip \ \'ilson 
... I came l10nw, fmm an il111nense 
Thanksgiving dinner (I'm no fool, I wore 
the skirt with the elastic w,\i.5t) and tume<I 
011 the tek-vision to find Mi~ RuPaul 
Charles on Holfy1uood Sc111m1_1s. Now 
twenty years ago the only cL-ag queE>11 who 
might have shO\m up on Holl)'woocl 
Sq11ares woul<l have bt:'f'n (',emlclinf'. J 
gotta type it again. "the times they are a 
c-hangin'." 

\\'hilc Ru looked stunning (well her 
wig lu,c was a little obvious. but hey ... ) 011 
tlw Thanksgi.,,ing show the poor thu1g did­
n't get that much activity from the contes­
t,mts. They picked squares aU mutmtl her 
m1cl she just got to do reaction shots to the 
other squm·es hilruious acllibs. Oh well, 
slw's always good ns clecomtion. 

Have y0u notie,·ed her song"You Better 
\ Vork'' as tl1e background music to a cam­
era c"Ommercial on 1\/? A miclclle-aged 
womm1 goes pose crazy in a fountain as 
her significant other snaps away I don't 
tlunk Geraldine had any chmce h.1ck~ of 
he1,s get used in a 1\/ spot. 

Return W.tl, Us Now To ·nie Ga.-<len 
Slate 

L'l5t month I mentioned lxiw NJ has 
no la, v against surveillanc~ cameras in 
ch·essing rooms. Tim month I am able to 
tell you they do havr a law against 1\/s in 
public resbooms. Before you go to 1xiwder 
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your nose in tl1f' G.mlf'n State. mil your 
lE>galmunsel. 

It seems that a Jersey girl i.11 Fni1-l1<'kl 
wns using th<' ladies' room in a hotd when 
she ,w1s cuff(·d mid takt>n clowntO\,~l. I 
I 1op· sli<' lrad time to fi.11ish fhing hl'r lips. 
It Sft.'ll 1s tlie txx.>r thing had violatrd J 
State Statut<' 2C-18-3b. She ,,-.is hanl<'d 
hdore a _judge and comkted. Som<' New 
Jersry gender activists are 11p in arms about 
the anl:'st and are threatening to organi7f' 
the sirnultu1eous £lusltil1g ofall the public 
toJets in the state by way of prote$t. 

OK. I'm kitkling. But before we~ off 
tl ie haiKlle ... the flush h:mtlle. lets take a 
doser look at cl1e statute in question. (Iley. 
ain't that where the Statute of Libe1ty is?) 

After c-011S1Jting with my crack legal 
tram I got the actual law on my rnonito1: 
lt's available at the New Jersey l~'l\v 
Network 
(http/Av,,w.11jla-.met.wm/incl<'x.hbnl) 
websit<' for those, vho enjoy flnely <:m.lted 
legalese. Tht" part that toncerns us, the 
part that the TV in th«:' \\ ·c was cum i<:tc'{ I 
of: states: 

2C:l8-3. Unlkensed entiy of s t111C·­

tures; defomt h-espa$se1~ peering into 
(hveUing places; deli>11ses 

b. Defiant trcspasset: A prrson 
commits a petty clisorderly persons offense 
if, knowing that he is not U<.'f:'nsed or p1ivi­
leged to do so, he enters or remains in any 
pla<.-e. as tu which notice against trespnss is 
given by: 

(1) Actual e,-omrntu1imtion to the 
actor; or 

(2) Pnc;ting in a manner pw­
scribed by law or reasonably likely to comf' 
to the attention of intruders; or 

(3) F'encing or other enclosure 
man.ifostly designed to exdude intruders. 

c. Pee1ii 1g i.uto windows or other 
openings of dwelling plac.-es. A person 
commits a crime oftlie fou1th degi«> if. 
knowing that he is not licemed or privi­
leged to do so, he peers il1to a ,,~ndow or 
other opening of a dwelling or other sh1..1c­
hue adapted for overnight accornmocu,tion 
for the pwp)se of invading the p1i\'acy of 
m1other person and under circwnstane,-es in 
which a t-et'l'iOmlble person in the dwelling 
or other strnchire would 11ot e,,1'){'(_t to be ... 
observed. 



News Beat. .. 
Try a cup of ho! tm. Tha usually 

unfr-pezes my lmtin afrer I read something 
legal. But seriously, I don't S('(' anythi.11g 
spccilk thci-P abo ltt men in the ladies 
fl.XJm. do you'? [ts pretty reasonable to 
\11mt a law to kee peoplr• Gum [Jf'€'1ing in 
the 11~ndow late at night while yo11·rC' 
sack(>([ out i.J1 a hotel. Particularly if you 
hm·e liC'<'n out c-ross<lresm.1 al l night in 

cw York, an<l m-P hying to gf't a littlf' rf'sl 
in yo11 r slinky chmmC'USC' teddy bf'fore you 
strut that long (Live home. 

01x-. we nf'ecl a law against pe pers 
for sure. L low about that "clefouit tresp.'L~s­
er" thiniz. That soumls like it rnight be use­
fi LI for getting ,id oftmwanted guests, like 
the hopped up cmckheacl wh has kicked 
in your door mid 11'0n't leave your bath­
room Th.is one would be good to use on 
relatives who just won't go home. too. To 
get ) 'Ou on this ection of the law there 
r(:'al]y must be a notic:e that )'OU 'rC' not 
allowPd to c.-orne in. 

Perhaps that littl f' im n on th0 dcx)I" is 
enough of a waming that men arC'n 't 
allowed, but then again, we only know its a 
fe>male cause its got that Uttle ski,t. l know 
plenty of guys who wear ski.its. \ \'€'ming a 
ski.it is not a proof that you're female. Call 
the ACLU, I bet we can bent this one. 

My gttf'S is. ,md ifs only a gt1€'ss mind 
)'OU - albeit an i.J1fonned one - is that th€' 
CD in quf'stion panicked ,UJ<l refused to 
leave the john when the cops showf'd 11p. 
That would leave her open to a charge of 
"dd1.ar1t trespass." That may bf" the reason 
for the CX)twiction. 

In ar1y event, remf"mber girls - it doesn't 
matter what law they use, if you ru-e acting 
weird, (refusing to leave the ladies room. 
acting like a ne,vous wreak in the micklle 
of a department store, mN,tmbati.ng wider 
the rnpe while you get a makeove,~ going 
to the mall in a too-small mini dress that's 
design d for someone thiJty yems yoW1g r 
than you ... who dOf'sn't l1ave hai.1 legs) 
tl1€"n you can expec:t the long a 1111 of the 
law to t"f"ach out ,md touch you. 

They will come up 11~th some statute 
tliat the can use to haul you in. They do 
this bee.1use tl1e behavior of mar1y cross-

1hlllsgeiuler Co1111111rnily ews, Vo f. l.J, u. J 

ch-essers sc:,U-€'.S p<'oplf' . nlPss the 1Tm1s­
gem lf'r communi ty rnakRs an effo,t to do 
some rn 1lrC'ach to law enforcement , cops 
11~11 hm·e no du€' why tl1at man in a dn,ss 
took off in his car and lorced ti ,em intD a 
ltigh-spc-ecl chase. They don't lmowwhy 
ll'f' do what we- do, so all ti ,ey can do is 
trcnt us ~ke tl1ey ITmt thC' cm ·k addict who 
kicked in )DUr do01; tl1ey subdue ti ,€' 
offe, 1dC'r and g<;>t ·('111 off ti , street. 

se )'◊llr hmcls as more than wig 
stands. If Dur pn,•sf>nc-e ,mywhe>l'C' sC'ems 
t-o offrwl an)'Ollf', it ,night lie a good iclc-a 
to do the feminine tiling mid go some­
wlwrr C'ISf". This is not to say you shoukL1't 
go ll'l10re> you want. You sh0tJd cL-ess m1cl 
go m1ywherC' you likC' as long as you ,m•n·t 
C'ntC'1i.ng m iclC'ar plants or other places tl1at 
ac:hmlly hav(' "no trC'spas, in~( signs. But. if 
)Oil an' out in public ar1Cl )'OU seem to be 
causing a stir it I night be IX'st to not loiter. 

Yo11 can tell , iF )'OU walk into a restmom 
and a woman at the mi nnr sucldl"illy eats 
her lipstick and rurn out. tl1at it niight not 
bf' hC'althy to st,u1d around in thf't"E' for too 
long. ommon s nse will kf'<'p you out or 
c'Otut, out of jail, mid off of Cop~-OK thats 

. it. LRts get going. mid l-Plllember, lets be 
<..U'E'ful out tlie1"€' . 

What a Cissy 

Dateline ran a piece on De<.-ember first 
about a crossc.L-essing male frolll Ame1i<.~1's 
herutJancl, actually from the birthplace or 
tliat all Ame1ican c1itte1~ tl1f' Jackolope (half 
mbhit, half ;mtelope ... not real) a small 
town in " yoming tlmt J can't rec.-ul at tl1e 
moment. My dears, )''OU can't expect me to 
ke>ep tmc:k of all th pic:ky httle details. 

It seems tl1at for many years now a 1111111 

nm11ed Cissy has been werui.ng women's 
dotlling 24/7. He wem-s tl1em to ,.,'Ork 
(although he finally relented and agreed to 
wear womf>n's slacks at thf' power plant. 
He still wems tl1e tacky ruflled tops and 
canies a pmse) ,md he wears thf"m to local 
eateries ... and eve1.ywhere else. 

On seen from th€' show followf"cl 
Cissy ar1el his family into tl1e local diner for 
b1-eakfost. He was ignored by some arid 
greeted by others, Kind of Like goil ig into 
the local diner clreSS('>(l in men's clothes. 
Sorne of the townsfolk sny they ti link hes 
c:mckecl, but it's his life so what tl1e hey. 
Otl1e1-s, not i.J1tC'rview(>{l in tl1f' piece, have. 
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sti1tf'd tl1eir l>ias against Cissy's sartrnial 
habits i..1 1 more violC'nt 11'<1 , . 

I [is t('eth were kicked in rnK't' by a wu­

ple or roughnh·ks while his )'C>I 111g SOIi 

watched. I le li.l5 bC'en bf'Rten other ti111Ps 

and had his pm!)f'rty dC'faC('C I. I r its cliflc-r­
·11t it 1111 isl bC' a pNsonal afT1unt. \ \ 'C' hettC'r 

kill it. Cissys 111ff' ;md childrC'n hnw, Imel to 
endur(' lll0l"C' st1litl<' lorn is or opp1"Pssion 
thm1 a lx.x)t in tlw groin. Tl,ey have' had to 
interact 111th the other folks in that t0\111 

and a -t as if tl1P 111m1 i.11 th0 l:m1ily wasn't 
111llki11g rnuuml thC' K lart in a ndTIPd 
cL·ess that might look OK on a 1:3 ~'f>m• old. 
I say "might" [)('>cause €'1·e11 Ci sy admits 
sh<"' has no t;15te in clothes. 

Sh<' is the type of cL•f>ssE'r who has no 
sense of style and shr doesn't e>ven make a 
re111otE' attempt to pass as a womru1. Thf' rf' 
at-P men who alt' not cros tL"f'ssf"rs who are 
far rnorf' likely to pass as female before 
Cissy wmJcl. 

\ Vhy does she do it? Not !cir tl1f" &m If' 
renson that most of us crosscli"E'ss. In an 
attempt to shed light on why issy ciUf' 

what she does, Stone Pliillips iHtf'1vicwed 
tl e eminf'ut reSf'ard1€'1' on hnnsgC'nder 
i surs, Dr. Rit'hanl Doc:ter, " 'hile Dr. 
Dcx.:ter made ,rnmy good poi.lits nhout 
crosstL"E'ssing, and helped to provide somt> 
understm1di.1 1g of why most of us do it. 

'issy came off as a loon. 
As England has its loads of h'(,'E'llhics 

11"<1dclli.ng arolU1d the lm1dscape in vruious 
shnnge getups, Cissy seemed like our 011~1 
Americ:an nut bucket. The avemge viewer 
probably saicl, 'That poor imui. \ \ 'hy can't 
they give llim some mPdication or some-
tl ting? His poor family.'"' 

The repo1t brought out the infonnation 
that Cissy was abusf'Cl as a cl tikl. It isn't 
hard, altl1ough I'm only a columnist m1d 
not a licensed psyd1ologist, to make the 
wnnection between tl1e abuse and the 
dressing. \ \11en Cis~y was a httle boy he 
stol his sisters clotl1es ,md hid thf'm i.J 1 tl1e 
barn. \ Vhen he was Sf'nt out to tlo his 
chorf's he would put on the clothes ,me.I 
esc-ape frorn the abuse in another persona 
... Cissy. 

This is similar to sto1ies of split person­
alities, tlie abused uxlividual splits into 
another persona that can deal witl1 thf' 
abusl". F'or issy a day 111thout womens 
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Ne,vs Beat ... 
dothing is likC' a day of torh.trC'. While J 
may miss my En7.o pumps. c-harw,J tights. 
tight 111ini, and chmillr sweater: r c:an clres.~ 
in mc•n s c:lothes for \\'Ork ,md other ac:tivi­
tirs "ithout liming a nt>mJUs brrakclown 

\\ 'I ay just thi~ ,~t'<'k I ,,·ent without • 
<:roS.'',drC'SSing for S<'VC'ml clayl.. I lolcl it a 
milll ti(' ... gotta take> this piU. Thr r"C'. thats 
hrll<'r. f'm much mlnwr now. Jl:111,\s not 
~haki 11~ at all. 

C~~: on thc- oth<'r h:md, c.,u1·t go \\ith­
out \\0111<'115 clothing. A psydlOk))..Ti.~ who 
h-rnt« I him said that Cisey could not Ii.me.~ 
tion \\ithout c:ros~lressing. Tlmt makes 
Ci'>S):' cn)ss<.hl">.5in~ n mental problem. 
S,K II~. it n·OKb 011 all uf us. ot ti rat Cissv 
is11 ·1 S! >11 tPwl ml L'(JU ntgt'(JUS for doi 11!; whai 
sllP 111 ust do. I ac L11it it L~ less cost Iv to treat 
yo.1r S)inptomS\\ith thC'ap ruITk>s· from 
\\ rurnart th,u1 it is to gn after the cl('('p, 
t);tinfitl mot reasons "ith expc•nsivC' psycho 
thrmpy. hut Mr. and Mrs. Avemgr 
Amrrit,m :lfC' ~ing to sav that WC' all must 
Ix- lik<' that. • 

~kmm·hile. while the meclia fluny has 
hr<'n ho,·e,iug muund Cissy, he- has been 
c>lettrd to the 1 ational Boan! of Vetenms 
for Proc-e. That is a real honor and it shows 
that some folks can get bryond how n per­
son cb-C'sses. 

Hedwig & 11ie Angry Angela 

/\ few months ago I was icily thumbing 
dnuuah thr t.."lStina notia>s in Backstrwe ~ e, 1--
magazill(" when the \\Ord "drag" a1ught my 
eye. I homecl in lik<' a hawk mid 1-Pad the 
"110lr listing. 111ey \\'ere looking for a <lmg 
artist to portmy a hw1Ssexurtl rock singer 

ll.UllC'd I IC'C l\\ig. 
I \\'US intC'1l'sted si.Ix-e I ck, sing:md clmg 

is nevC'r a proh!C'm, but it \\~1.5 for au off 
Bmaclway stage• produc:tion. Unlike some• 
.ll-tors. l don ·1 hrn-t' a littk> plac.-e in 
~ huJ1a1tan whC'I"<' I can l'C'lax "hilr work­
ing in the dty I thought, " l t-otJd go to thr 
nuclition .u id just ~ve it a sl aot. If they hap­
pen to offer lllC' l h€' t);ut 1'11 llgtnl' som€'­
thing out." But in tllE' end I ck-cichl to not 
go. It was so mnc:h simpl<'r to~ shopping 
nncl have ,l coc·ktail or two. 

I have sin<.'(• come to r<-gr<'t that dE'<:i­
sion. \ \ 1iatevC'r it "ns I bought on that 
shopping trip is alrenc~· lost in ~w bottom 
of that pil<' of hmid laurnhy r rrmind 

my.,rlf to clral with every moming and 
thrn 1lf'\·rr grt amuncl to. and the (OC'ktail~ 
prohab~, g.1,~ n,e a sore bnun the next 
morning. 111c• show howevc•r has l)(:'('Ollll' 
ru1 off Bro.1d\\ny smash. 

111<' ori~nal st.u: John Ounrron 
Mikhell. who crmted tlre punk roc:kcr TS. 
I l<'d,,~g, has ck-<:ided to !rave the role ml<.I 
th<' ~•ywho had the brai11s ICJ ~ to thnt 
audition. J\l id1ad O,ve,is, l1a~ slep[X'<I 
into the "ig. Cene1is is lx:·st km.)\1 fur Iris 
roles in Tiu: \ \'ho's Tt1111111y and 1itanic on 
Broadway. J'vr seen pictures of"the new 
girl" and hrs rxtremely sexy.111€' bast.ml. 

In ether I lrdwig news, . ewline 
Cinema is in final talks with I leclwig cre­
ato1; Mitchell to \\'lite and star in a film 
based on tJ1e musical. And Atlantic 
Ream.ls is rdeasing a c-011C'('(>t album based 
on the musit.."ll that \\ill t'Onhtin new 
Hed,,~g tuJ1C's not pe1fom1rd in the stage 
show. The shows name, lled1dg mu! The 
1\J1{!.ry l11ch, is a reference to the botched 
SRS tl1at leavt>s Hedwig "~tl1 "an angiy 
inch" of meml:>€'r. 

SELMA BLAKER 

What A Dame 

D,mlC' Eclna is [>f'C'[Xuii1~ a new 1\•1s1111lt 

on the Colonies. , VhilC' ti 1c chmw.:tc-r I ms 
had hug<· suc:c.X'ss in Engl.me!. 13m,y 
I lumphri<'s' Austrnlian housf'\\ife tunrti.1 
snch hasn·t taught on ";ti, tl1t> c.1m1 111011C'rs 
in tl 1e Stat<-~. S ltt>s l1ad 1,(Jl1t(' PBS pl,1y .u1d 

a ft'lv ~1X't'i,Js on n cl\\1JI k T\~ but I aowl K'n' 

nC'ar hrr SUt'c.'t"SS ii I E11gl;u Kl ,UJd Ewnpr. 
Now Dmne faL1a J.::vpmge is attacking 

what may I><' the 1'.l€'st 1x:>ssible pla<.'C' to start 
a plai1nc·cl clrng t,U<f'OVC'r of l'hr c:01111hy, San 
Franli<;(O, J Irr stag<' show is uookC'd into 
the TIX'atll' on the Squa1'C' through the rml 
of January Ifs her first aprx-anmc(' in an 
Ame1ican thrater sin<.'€' th<.' ill-fat<'<I show, 
··1-1ow;ewife/Superstai:" in 1977. 
Apparrntly its going a little' smoother this 
time sill(.'(' Srn1 Fran na111rd NovrmhC'r 
26th "D:un0 Ecb1a Day." l .et's se<' how she 
goes ovc-r in \ \ )'Oming. 

Congrats to Edna and hC'rc:r€'ator. 
Bany llumpluies. Eclnas shaip tongi1€' 
and biting humor havr srrvecl as a mlc> 
mcxld for mr. &hia ont'C' said of hrr SC'llSf' 

of lnunor. "Oh. but l'm a luc~: l11ckl­
woma11 llf'Cw1se I wa.~ hom \\ith a [;ri<'<'IPss 
gift .. thr nhili ty to lm 1gh nl the misfo,1 1111C's 
ofotJ1Ns: 

So. at the C'nd of this months. as E<b1a 
herself would say, "Good night possums!" 
SE>e yn with n new fom1at next month. 

609-428-8448 
John Gordon's 

MAGIC Carpet Cleaning 
. C urpc t & l 1ph ol~hir) Cleanini; 

Wig Service Shop 
1 ransgcmdcr owned & operated . 

W e Get It C lean 
l0% lli-.c.·ount for 

Phlladl•lphia 
21 ~N 72~-0709 
Mo ntA11n1er,• Count,, 
2 I 5N'-) 14-'f 4/tlj 

21'1.1 I'hltni ,1111 A>-f~ Sulk 11)4 
ll ut11in µton Vullry, 'PA 191\(1(, 
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S pecializing in the Sales and Service 
of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 
1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 



Dr. Whittle ... 
both previous events The Third 
International Congre s on Sex mid 
Gendf'r took plac at xeter College 
or Oxford University in ptember of 
this year. The Third Congress was 
hosted by the U.K. gender activist 
organization Pr ss F'or Change . They 
made an evf'n greater effort to boost 
attf'ndanc:e at th f' Congress by trans­
gendered people. 

E"en before the Third Congress 
happened Renaissance decided that 
they would bring the event back to 
the U.S. in the year 2000. Planning is 
now under way for the 4th 
International ongress in the pring 
of 2000. This time the venue will be 
Thf> "arwick Hotel in downtown 
Philadelphia. \\ 'hil c the Third 

ongress was 1111derway a group of 
Australians gave way to inspiration 
and decided to host the F'ifth 
Conf!;ress in 2001. An International 
Steering Committee has been estab­
lished to assist in the continuation of 
the ongress into the next centu1y. 

After the conclus ion of the Third 
Congress the organiz r, Dr. Stephen 
" 'hittlc spoke with our Managing 
Editor, irnnda \\'right. Dr. Stephell 
" hittle is enior Lecturer in Law at 

anchester etropolitan niversit:y 
in Manchester, United Kingdom. He 
is one of the founders of Press F'or 
Change, the .K. lobbying group for 
transsexual rights and coordi nator of 
the .K. F'TM n twork, now an inter­
national organization. He took time 
out from his busy schedule to provide 
this interview for Tra11sge11der 

Cn1111111111ity News. He is a female to 
male transsexual, a "trans man·• and 
has devoted what could be considered 
a recorci amount of time to suppo1t 
groups throughout his life. 

Q: Dr. "hittle, please accept our 
congratu lations on a successful 
Congres and our thanks for the 
opportunity to get to know you. 
Please t II us. how did you become 
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involved with the trans community? 
A: I would say it sta1ted 2,5 years 

ago. 111 1973 1 joined the Campaign 
for Homosexual Equality and triecl 
hard to be a good lesbian. ln 1974 I 
co-founded the Manchest r L sbian 
Collective a radical group which was 
involved in setting up the first 
Manchester \\'omen's R fuge. I 
announced ti at I was a man shortly 
afterwards nnd with ti e gro ip's sup­
port contacted the trans scene. We 
started the very first support group in 
the UK for transsexuals and transves­
tites, which initially met in the appro­
priately named "Camp Street." The 
group was instrumental in the setting 
up of the Manchester ,ny 
Switchboard. 

Q: As I think back to n1y college 
clays, there were very few resources 
avai lable in the .S. in th<> early '70s. 
\\ 'as it the same in the .K.? 

A: There were no trnnssexual 
groups at that tim . There was the 
Beaumont Society, a group that was 
ostensibly n heterosexual male trans­
vestite organization. I joined the orga­
nization as a tran man in 197.5 and 
became the co-editor of the 
Bem111w11t eu:s. It was not until 1979 
that we founded SHAFT, the elf 
Help Association for Transsexuals. It 
was the first UK self help group for 
transsexuals with a most unfortunate 
name (but that's another story). In 
1990 I founded the ITM Network, a 
self-help group for trans men. We 
now have over 700 members in the 
UK, and memb rs from another 20 
countries. yearly 1970s background 
with the Cay Liberation F'ront and 
the \\1omen's ovement has led me to 
increasinaly feel that we must bring 
politics back into the transgenderecl 
community. 

Q: And you pursued the Law as a 
means to that end? 

A: I decided to do law in 1985 
after being sacked from two jobs. I 
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obtained my degree in ev ning class­
s, then continuecl to a Mast .rs and 

PhD. 

Q: Do s you r practice involve only 
trnnsgender issu s? 

A: I am not a practicing attorney 
per se, but rather an academie lawyf'r. 
I do pro bona work for TC and T 
p ople at employment tribunals, but 
my prima,y employment is as a lectm­
er at andH ster. I became an a(.·ad<'­
mic relatively late in life but I han• 
had the opportun ity, over the last few 
years, to participate in developing 
wide ranging 1ww theoretical 
approaches to tlw paradigms of gen­
der, Sf'X and sexuality, alongside the 
few other scholars who are currently 
working in this field. 

Q: How clid ''Press For Change·· 
conie about'? 

A: For most of that time:' 1 had 
be n "out" and had hec>n active!)' 
campaigning for r sp<>ct and equality 
for ALL of the trans community. I 
recognized that getting inside a11cl 
using the law was the only wn, for ­
ward after seei ng tl1 e publicity sur­
rou11ding Mark Reess appli ation to 
the European Court of Human Rights 
in th early 19 Os. 1Uli·k asked me to 
attend a meeting with the then 
Liberal ember of Parliament. Ale · 
Carlile in 1992. That m ting was to 
lead to the follnding of PFC. 

Q: As the force behind the Third 
International Congress, Press for 
Change assumed a role much like 
Renaissance and the Second 
Congress. " e have heard nothing but 
praise for PF and the ongress. As 
its organizer and coordinator were 
you happy with the results? 

A: The Third International 
Congress on Sex and Gender was held 
at Exeter College, Oxford University 

continued on. page 11 
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There should be a new photo of 
yours truly accompanying this first 
c.:o lumn in our new magazine format. 
(" Next month. already!'') 

\\'hat you·re not going to see, 
however. is a really deep valley of 
cleavage, which our editor Angela 
dPcidecl to crop out of the fina l ver­
sion. I tried to cajole her into showing 
the whole magi Ila by advising her to 
use as her own column photo one of 
herself as the wild blonde vixen in 
vinyl she hns favored us with on occa­
sion. But no go, apparently. 

Who wants to see only "Amberle·s 
waves of grain" when you could also 
see 111)' "pumped-up mountains 
majesty"? Write a letter to the editor, 
for crissakes. Think Dolly Parton. 
Okay, think Pamela Anderson. Well, 
would you believe Ellen DeGeneres 
in a WonderBra? 

KOOKY KROSSDRESSED KIDS 
KAUSE KONTROVERSY 

School officials of a private high 
school in Carrollton , Georgia asked 
one of their fifteen year old male stu­
dents to stop dressing like a girl after 
parents of other students complained. 
Matthew "Alex" Mclendon refused 
and after being sent home, and a 
meeting with his father present in 
support of his son's crossdressing, 
withdrew from the Georgian Country 
Day School. 

According to a report by Dan 
Sewell of the Associated Press, most 
of the stuclEmts supported Alex and 
did not find his presence or the way 
he dressed a distraction. In fact, some 
students wE>re not even aware that the 
slight, blonde-haired Alex was a boy at 
all until the controversy surfaced. As a 
show of support. "most of Alex' class-

mates. including some boys, wore 
bows in their hair, until ordered by 
the principal to remove them." A few 
of the students pointed out that the 
school's handbook "urges acceptance 
of diversity in opinion, culture, ideas. 
and behavioral characteristics." So 
much for school credos. 

In the body of the art ic.:le, a mother 
of one of Alex·s girlfriends said that 
lier daughter an<l Alex would often sit 
and talk about "girl '" things, doing 
their hair and painting nails. Afte r 
observing Alex. she thought to herself, 
"This is a girl"' although she knew that 
biologic:a1ly Alex was a young male. A 
photo accompanying the article 
showed Alex as a pretty androgyne 
with long blonde hair and soft f erni­
n ine features. It was apparent by 
some of the male students ' reactions 
to Alex that they thought of him as a 
girl , and there was no mention of any 
of the negative, teasing reactions one 
might expect from adolescent stu­
dents. If only the majority of adults 
could have been so open-minded , 
Alex would still be enrolled in a 
sc.:hool where he had apparently found 
happiness. 

Meanwhile, in Madison. Wisconsin. 
an eighteen year old crossdresser 
attending a rally for slain gay student 
Matthew Shepherd was himself 
attacked and stahbecl with a broken 
beer bottle by an unknown assailant. 
The hospital ti·eMiug the young cross­
dresser notified police of" a female 
victim who had been stabbed." 

Only later did the hospital learn 
that the victim was in fact a young 
male in women's clothing. At first the 
victim gave a Cake name, but then 
later provided his real name, afte r 
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whic.:h he l1ed the hospital. Police latPr 
learned that the victim was wanted on 
outstanding traffk violations and now 
there is a bulletin out for both the vic­
tim of the attack and the attacker. 
Polic.:e '"have tentativdy labrlcd the 
attack a hate c:rirnr because the vict i111 
was a man dressed in wornr1i's cloth­
ing" ac.:c:ording to the AP story. 

So here is a case of an attack on a 
crossdressed individual that has been 
labeled a "hate c.:rime". which may 
make some of the activists feel better 
about their efforts for TG inclusion in 
those types of bills. I don't know what 
good it die! for thP vic;ti 111 - who took 
50 to 60 stitches to close his wounds -
and now finds himself a fugitive from 
a traffic citation for his pain and suf­
ft>ring. It's a damn shame that the rel­
atively peaceful attack on poor Alex 
McLemlon can't be labeled a "hate 
crime" because it seems almost as 
harsh and every bit as scarring as 
being cut with a broken beer bottle. 

SUCAR AND SPICE 
The recently ren:unPcl TGSF group 

in San Francisco. California publislws 
The Cha111wl nrwslett«?r and it carriNI 
an interesti ng article b)' member Erin 
DeS011w titled , "Gender Sl-ybox; My 
Baseball Roa<l Trip" in the ovember 
'98 issue. 

Proving that she is not just a pretty 
face. and that b,\seball really is tlw 
national pastime, Erin recounts hE'r 

summer excursion to visit some of the 
East Coast's major league stadiums in 

Toronto, Montreal, and Baltimore, 
with a side trip to CoopE>rstown's Hall 
of Fame. Apparently, this was not 
Erin's first baseball-themed road trip. 
She had previously visited some of the 
Southern California ballyards along 
with some towns in the Arizona spring 
training league. 

Traveling by air, rail, and bus to get 
across country and south from 
Canada, E1·in has a pretty gruohng 
itinerary to follow. For the border 
check with Cn11:1clinn customs, she 
brought along a copy of a letter from 
her therapist to account for the dif­
ference in appean111ce from her male 
1D's but Customs did not question 
her. In each city, she saw a game and 
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also tlw sights of tlw c:ities she visited. 
KeE·ping tlie baseball theme intaet, 
she dropped into the Hall o r Fame in 
Cooperstown. ew York and Babe 
Huth's birth[)lace in Baltimore. Erin 
giw·s some intr resting anecdotes 
ahout each stadium and tbe games 
she saw, ,\S wE'II as some of the other 
local high lights of her stops along the 
way. Afrn he r re turn to San 
Frandsco. she has enough time to 
c:ateh a Giants day game and an 
Oakland A's night game. whic:h shows a 
ce1tai11 devotion to hasebaH that seems 
alniost quaint in this clay and age. 

Far more inte resting to me in 
Erin ·s livf'ly trip was the subtext of a 
transgender person who is proud to 
be a sports fan. Nowhere in her 
lengthy article was the re one mention 
of shopping o r (thankfully) what she 
wore rach day. This is a much differ­
ent piece than anything I've read in 
TC support group newsletters and 
shows that we can be interf'sted in -
an<l interested about -somf thing other 
than women ·s garments. It's re freshing 
to see that someone isn't afraid to 
acknowlrdge that you can't take the 
boy out of the girl... and you c:an take 
the girl out to the ballgame. 

WHAT'S THE GOOD WORD? 
Mduuic Yarborough wrote an 

interesting article for the November 
'98 issue o f the Re.flection.s newslette r 
of the Neutral Corner group in San 
Diego, California, titled "Who Speaks 
for Crossclressers?'' 

Melanie begins by asking a 
provocative guestion: "Do transsexuals 
get all the front page news at the 
expense of crossdressers?" She goes 
on with he r thesis thusly: "As I cruise 
the Internet, I see lots o f pages devot­
ed to hormones, document changes, 
and the intricncies or cosme tic femi­
nization and SRS. I see less refer­
e nct's to things like wig care, 
wnrdrobe c.-olor annlysis, or jewelry 
<:oordinntion. I see a gre,11 many on 
the front lines nre full -time pre-op or 
post-op. Fewer of the m are close ted 
erossdressers." 

In a nutshell, Melanie is calling for 
a g1v at1:: r participation by cross­
drf'sse rs in publishing art id es that 

deal with our own issues, whieh 
although not as dramatic as lire transi­
tions for transsexuals, can hr nonethe­
less as interesting and appealing to a 
wide audience. She also makes a very 
inte resting observation that is very 
apropos for Inte rnet publication. "In 
our community, our more fetishistic 
mf rnbers are made invisible. There's 
somehow an unspoken law in our 
community that 'good' trnnsgendered 
people seek to be active and in public. 
The 'weird' tmnsgendered are into it 
for their own kinky sexual desires." 
She calls for reeognition of all cross­
dressers - of whatever stripe - as 
members of our communitv. "No one 
person or subgroup repres~nts us al l. 
We are for transgender rights for ALL 
people." 

T his is akin to an observation I 
made in this column last year. There 
are hundreds of personal web pages, 
ancl many more hundreds (if not thou­
sands) of screen identities of people 
identifying themselves as cross­
dressers, who are not members of any 
active TC organization. Many of those 
screen identities and web personas 
are crossdressers who could be identi­
fied as "fetishists" who may not have 
any interest in serious TC topics, 
maybe not even the types of harmless 
topics about which Melanie speaks. 

It could ve1y well be that they are 
turned off by the workaday discus­
sions of most crossdressing topics. Put 
bluntly, they want action, oftentimes 
not even live action, but something to 
stimulate them, if you will, as they 
browse around the web. The group 
that can appeal to that segment of the 
market, can retain their interest, and 
attract the hundreds or thousands 
more that have yet to be found, will 
rule the T C world. ·would it harm us 
irreparably to set aside some space for 
discussion and photos off etish cloth­
ing, bondage, or the kinkier aspects of 
transvestism? I think not. And as 
Me lanie Yarborough points out. "We 
need only respond that we are a rain­
bow of many kinds of people." Amen, 
sister. 

DON'T TALK WHILE I'M 
INTERRUPTING 
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The G(•111i11i ]011r11al newsletter of 
the Gemini Gender C roup in 
Milwaukef', Wisconsin reprinted an 
article titled , "L·mguage and Gender 
Differencrs" hy Richard Morey that 
appeared in the Sydney (Australia) 
Morni11g Herald newspaper. The arti­
cle dealt with language di ff erene<'s 
be tween men and women studied by 
a researche r at the Universi ty of 
Queensland. 

Dr. Je nnife r Peck taped conversa­
tions in publie places, o ffi ces, and 
homes for six years and found that 
men and women have "fundamentally 
cliffrre nt ways of talking.'' The main 
differe nce is that wome n interrupt 
each other and often talk at the sanw 
time in their eonversations. "Men, on 
the other hand, resented sueh inte r­
ruptions." 

Dr. Peck continued, "Men and 
women not only talk about diffe rent 
things, there is a fundamental differ­
ence in the way men and women talk. 
\\'omen are more about sharing expe­
riences. What's more important for a 
man is expressing yourselr as an incli­
vidual." By studying her 30 hours of 
taped conversations, she notict>cl that 
women didn't seem to mind being 
interrupted, or to have their sentences 
finished by their partne r, even if the 
statements were ineorrec:t. \ \'omen 
will simply eoncur and later rnakr the 
correction as they continue their con­
versation. 

Men will express annoyance if the 
conclusion is incorrect and make thr 
correction immediately. further, 
when women speak with men, they 
adapt to the male style and often 
seem uncomfortable with the compet­
itiveness of the conversation. The con­
versation style differences led to 
inevitable communication problems. 
"In a ""ay, it isolates men,'' presum­
ably because they do not share con­
\'e rsational topics as much as espouse 
them," Dr. Peck concluded. I know 
what we can learn from this study hut 
J have a feeling that no amount of 
women's clothing is going to change 
what appear to be instinctual conve r­
sation patterns for male crossdr~ssers. 

contin11ed Ott page 14 
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The Plight of the Crossdresser's Wife 
The lot of the cro~sclr-esser's wife is 

not an easy one, so I'm told by my 
(:lients. Jn either t·ouple-couuseling or 
individual trentment with the spouse 
alone, complaints indudP: using hPr 
dothing ,ind make-up without pe rmis­
sion; impulsive spending on impractical 
items: Sf'lf-cPntPrPclnPss hordE'ring on 
n:1rcissism; a lack of caution and 
r<>spect For hf'r wish to kerp his behav­
ior secret; altc>nrntively, sf'crf'tiw,wss 
approach ing pamnoia; co1npetitiveness 
and even gloating when (on rnre occa­
sions) he looks hPttn thnn she; lat'k of 
interE'st in learning skills essential to 
dressing and making-up such as mend­
ing and removing make-up stains: 
entering a period of age-regression 
immE'diatPly upon dressing: and select­
ing friends in the gender comm11nity 
basPd on appParancP. 

As yo11 can imagine some of these 
issues engender (no pun intended) 
laughter despite the p:iin that provokl's 
the mmplaint. Here is how I atte mpt 
to help a couple or an individual clt>al 
with the ahovr- issues. 

Using other's propPrty without their 
permission is rude and presumptuous. 
If this is pPrmined with other than 
gender-related property, it will be 
morn cliffic11\t to correct. After all, if 
she has b1>en using his razor and he 
her deodorant "~thout incident a pat­
tern has been established which gives 
rise to the currPnt complaint. I ask 
couples to look at their boundaries and 
think about why are some infringe­
ments OK and others not. Jf this only 
occurs with g1mde r-related prope1ty, 
issues of inexperience and embarrass­
ment my hf' inhibiting thP crossdressPr 
from purchasing what he needs. 
Education ancl reassurance can go far 
to reestablish boundaries. 

Complaints about impulsive spPml­
ing for impractical items may be moti­
vated by the couple's limited finances; 
11nfoir division of discretionary inc;ome: 
nf'nrosis on eitlw r (or hoth) part(s); 
lack of information about whPre to 
shop rensonably or inexpPriPncP in 
what items arf' usable: or thf' C Der 
be ing an impulsive or impractical indi­
vidual. A frank discussion of this com­
plaint with both individuals will reveal 
the underlying cause and ultimately 
the best thernpP11tic approaeh. 

$plf-cpnteredness is a ve1y common 
behavior of crossdressers-whethPr 
tlwy are new at it or old hands. I think 
for many it is the attPmpt to dPal with 
insecurity by an over-attentiveness to 
appearance. On the other hand a nar­
cissistic indivicl11al will bP a narcissistic 
crossclresser as well . The therapeutic 
stance is to assess wlwthrr the hP-hav­
ior is si tuational or enclemic to his per­
sonality. 1n the forme r case, education 
and reassurance can be helpful. In the 
laner, it will be useless. In such a situa­
tion thE' big guns are necessary in the 
form of individual, intensive psy­
chotherapy. 

Extreme attitudes concerning cau­
tion or its absence regarding non-con­
ventional gender behavior can cause 
great difnculty within a couple. Of 
course "extreme" is in t!Je eye of the 
beholder. Rather than getting caught 
up in who is right or wrong, the impor­
tance of agreeing on what level of dis­
cretion is appropriate is the key. 
Therapy can be helpful in facilitating a 
discussion that is rational and respect­
ful and leach to negotiating an agree­
ment each can live with. 

CornpE"ti tiveness. although strr.,ssfuL 
is natural among CDers. T heir spouses 
are their models and for many men 

rc-prf'se nt the ideal of fc-mi11ini ty. 
I Iowever, tliC'inviv('S ll('{'cl to dC'nc-ct 
thC'ir pnrtnc rs' preoccupation "~th 
compnring their app<·nrnnccs. 
Assuming this is not an acting-o ut of 
marital dissatisfaction, I cncomngc 
wives not to fall into tlw eompctitiv0 
pattern but rnthcr, set nn exampl<', by 
behaving collaboratively and coopera­
tively and giving many c-omplcnwnts. 
Th<' ohj0ctiw> ,u i<.'t' of tlie the rapist mn 
hPlp to rn:1k<' th<> COt?r awan> of tlw 
unattractive nnd dist:mcing heha,~or in 
which he is Pngaging. 

\ \ ·ith rega1·d to his refusal to learn 
the less glamorous skills essential to a 
good presentation. the spouse must be 
fi rm in insisting that he take responsi­
bility for these as well. This means 
facilitating his leam ing them nnd not 
doing them for him. T his brings rnP to 
the next complaint.-age regrPssion 
with dressing. I think that this is a real 
phenomenon explainf'<I by thf' CDPr 
not having enjoyf'<I an adolrscence in 
whit'h dressing was suppo1ied 01· 
f'neouraged. If the wife ca11 toleratf' 
the i111maturity that sometimes marks 
this period and behave firmly an(I with 
a sPnse of humor, this too wi ll p:1ss. 

Lastly. he is said to selPct his fri Pncls 
in thf' gPndPr comm1111ity on a diffPr­
ent, and more shallow basis. This 
includes attrnctiveness. ski ll in dress­
ing, and knowledge nnd resources. 
Again, this seems reasonable since 
often the CDer's only common gro11nd 
with his gender friends is the ir C Ding 
behm4or. However, bis wife may find it 
tedious to socialize with people whose 
interests seem limited to clothing and 
make-up. She may also be distressed to 
see him reject someone who is more 
interesting as a person but less skilled 
in presentation. Again negotiation an<l 
compromise can go a long way to 
resolving this issue. 

In summary, it is not easy to be in a 
relationship that presents the afore­
mentioned challenges. If you have 
attempted resolution by traditional 
approaches. consider a period of blief 
counseling where you can learn som<' 
useful strategies and get support and 
clarificatio11 from an objective per- A_ 
son. 9 



Dr. ,vhittle ... 
in S1'1)t(-•mber. It w ,\S attt>ml€'d hy an 
int <'niational collection of over 170 
ac:adc-1 ni<.:s, ll1€'clical prnditionE•rs and 
co1111111111it~, leaders working in thr 
f'i<•ld of transsC'x11al and transgender 
st11cliC's. N c'\\' partll f' rsliip Ii nks wf'r<" 
c rC'at (•d as wrll as proposals for tl,c~ 
rlf'w'lnpnw nt of a nf'w archival 
appro:wh to tr,rns studies :1ncl tlwory. I 
lw l iC'\'C' i I \\' ;1~ a resounding suc:c·ess. 

Q: Our r0s0arc-h has shown you 
nr0 ,1 p ro lific- wri t0r, incl11cling such 
title~ ns Ll'gislating for TransgC'11<IC'I' 
Hig hts, LC'!!nl Issu<'s in GC'nckr 
Dyspl,oria and Th<' Criminalisation of 
tlw Tnmssc·xnal. 111 fat-t a list of' your 

publicatio11s \\'ould take n1uc:h of the 
reuiaillll<'r of tlt is publicatio11. \\ 'hat 
are yom lat·cst works? 

-Tra11sge11der C:1m11111111ity NC'w.~, Vol.13, No. 

A: I ha\/(' just cornplr ted rditing a 
book 011 Trans-theo1)' studiPs for 
Cass<>ll's which is du C' out in May 1999 
rntithl Rcclni1u i11{!. Gi:11den;: Essays 
0 11 Trm1ssc.rnal Cm111111r11:s 11/ the E11d 
cf f/1(' Mille11i11111. l ,\lso have sc'v<'ral 
<:hapters in other publ irntions and we 
arf' c111Tf'lltly rr•visi11g the third f'dition 
or TrnnsvE>stis11 1, Tra11ssr x11alis111 a11d 

th i=- Law. 

Q: Do you <•v0r wisl, that you were 
not transgendc•rpcl? 

A: l'vC' oft('n lie011 ask0d tha t q 11rs­
tio 11. My nns\\·c-r is ''No." I IHH'C' bC'en 
able to be nt the- fo re fro nt of a new 
politicnl movement thnt is really chal­
lenging the issues of body fascism. If 
we can win tht' Oil<' .il>out trans bod­
ies, then we can win in all the other 
battle grouncls smrouncling the body 
\\'hether to do with pPople being fat 

or thin, abkcl or disal>lr·cL black or 
brow11 , male or lr mal<'. Mostly 
though, being trans has been a privi­
lege l>ecausr l hnvr met womlf'r f'u l 
1woplr, done wonderful things, bct'n 
to wondt'rful places - all in all had n 
wondr rfiil lifr. 

Dr. Stephen Whittlc-'s work lias 
obtained high international and 
national interdiscipli11:1ry ri=-sp~'d M 

bei11g at the forefrout of tra11sgt'1Hlt• r 
theo1y and studies as ('1·idr11c··c-d by 
the volume- of invited publications 1111d 
c:011fercm:c prcscntntions. 
1h1n~ge11de,- Co11111w11ily Ne1t·s is 
grateful f'o r th e- opporlllll ity to prest'11l 
our reade rs wit·h profilt's of such lead-
1.:' l'S. Ile and othe rs likP lt i111 allow us 
all to share this "wonckrf'ul life:· 

$2.8 Million Awarded in Tyra Hunter 
Wrongful Death Suit 

On August 7, 199,'5, Tr ra H11nter, a 
prropC'rati\'e trnnssrxual \\'Oman and 
highly s11ccc•ssf'11I hair stylist, was crit i­
eally wotmdecl in an automobile acci­
dent when a motorist ran a stop sign 
and broaclsiclE'd her car. \\'hen three 
D.C. Virr Drpartnwnt Emergency 
Medical Technicians remov<>d Ms. 
Hunter's slacks to assess her bleeding 
at the 199.5 accident scene, they dis­
coverell her male genitalia. 

One of them exclaimed, "This ain't 
no bit-di .. He's got a [phallus] and 
balls." Treatment was immediate ly 
discontinued. The EMTs ridiculed tl1e 
still-conscious Ms. Hunter, allowing 
lwr to bleed profusely on the pave­
me11t while horrified onlookers 
begged tht" 111 to rendl'r aid. 
Treatment was resumed only after 
Pin> C:hief Otis L atin arrived at the 
seen<', 

Still conscious upon her ,\niv:1) nt 
DC General Hospital, M s, H unte r 

was g iven a medication to paralyze 

her. She died about an hour lat<' r 
from loss of blood. J\ccordiug to 
expert testimony, Ms. HLulter would 
han· <'Xperienced "sheer terror" from 
feelings of intens<' suffocation, Thal , 
combined with drug-induced paralysis 
and the probable memory of the 
EI\ITs hateful rernarks, paints a 
macabre pic:turP of Ms. Hunter's Bnal 
moments. 

Finding that she died in part 
because of negligence by the District 
of Columbia Fire Department and 
malpractice by the D.C. General 
Hospital, a jury awarded $2.8 million 
in damages to Margie Hunter, Tyra's 
mother. 

A deposition by attending physi­
cian Joseph Bastian states that while 
Ms. Hunter b y dying in the ER, thP 
EMTs continued ridiculing her in ,1 

n Parby visiting a rea. They became so 

disruptive that the hospital staff 
reported them to the police. 

The jury attributr cl Ms. Hunte r's 
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death in part to thf' EMTs' rr f'usal to 
administer critical first aid and in part 
to the malpracti<.:e of Dr. Bastian. 
According to expert testimony, Ms. 
Hunter would hnve hacl a 7 1-88% 
chance of survival with prompt. com­
pete11t attention. 

Although it is disappointing that 
criminal action was not taken ancl that 
the offending EMTs were n<'ither dis­
ciplined nor reprimanded despite 
widespread complaint from 
Washi;1gton citizens, the victory today 
is a milestone. Today a jury rul t'cl that 
a transgenderecl person's life is worth 
protecting, Today the transgendered 
population became a bit more human 
in the eyes of the public. 
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uzz 
JoAnn Roberts - CyberQueen 

Happy New Year! We're gonna pm-ty like its 
1009. Oh. it is 1999. Most people seemed to 
have liked my fonnat last month, so I \\~U 
repeat it th.is month with a request for fped­

bxk. Do ).QU like the lii.shion news first or 
la.st? Do you want all fashion news, all polit­

ical commentary, or keep the mix as is? I 

really \\'l"lnl lo know \\11at you want 

1 picked up a really nice oooklet \ vhile shop­
ping for makeup. The lxx>k is called Star 
Beauty - Secrets of a Hollywood 
Makeup Artist and is puhlished by Max 
Factor. The booklet ciU11e ,,~th three sam­

ples of Max Factors l.asting Pe1fonnance 
makP11p. The booklet itself is a fabulous 
primer on making up. Best of all tl1e book­
let was less than $.5. Pick one upif you see it. 
And, by the way, L'\St:ing Pe1fonnmK-e is the 

foundation that M nx Factor rec.--ommencls to 

replace its Active Protection fow1dation 

"~lich is no longer available. 

Revlon has released fotu hot new colors for 
Winter. These new cdors are all in the deep 
chocolate brown family and look just lus­
cious. Check out Mochaccino, Chocolate 
Bar, Hot Cocoa, or Cocoa Bean. The 
company is offering the colors in both Super 
T i1Sho11s lipstick and nail enamel. Many 
fashion magazinPs have a c.--oupon for $] .50 

o_ff m1y of the new items. 

Januruy is usually a good time for sales. 
Now, for e.xample is a good time to buy 
Cluistrnas c;u-cls for next year. And, if ),QU 

stop by an Estee Lauder <-'Otmter in 
J anunry, you can get some frccbics if ),Qtfrc 

willing to sit tllJ·ougb a G'Onsultntion (and 

spend some money). You can opl for skin­
<.me advice or eye makeup advice. Jf you 
pick skin-<.."arc', you'll rect'ive Fruition 
Extra Multi Complex (whatever that 
isl). Advanced Night Repaid 
Protective Recovery Complex (do 
they have politicians make up these 
names?), and Diminish Retinol 
Treatme nt. Pick eye makeup and 
receive Lip and Eye Makeup 
Remover. and Pure Velvet Dramatic 
Volume Mascara. I'd go just to hear the 
counter derk spit out aU those names. 

Also look for two-for-one sales of lin­
ged e in Jan wuy. Times they are a-chang­
ing and a good b,-a these days sells for 
$25 to $30, so anything less than that in a 
brand name is a bargain. Panties cost 
between $5 and !f,10 each. 

Two for one is also the message of a new 
line of dresses from BCBG Max Azira. 
These sh·etchy dresses arn basic black 
on one side and completely reversible to 
show a bright color on the other side. 
No one ,~~11 know it's the same dress. The 
dress is Hbout -$120 (that's $60 a side, 
remember). Call 1-888-636-2224 to find 
out ""here to get one near you. 

Of course, since we're no,v officially into 
Winter, we should be looking at Spring 
fasluons. This Spring the buzz is about 
neutrals and pastels. The neutrals this sea­
sons are shades of gray from light, al.most sil­
very gray to chru-coal. The pastels include 
ivory, pinks, and baby blues. But be 
smart, don't pair gray with more than one 

pastel shade at a time. 
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Racquel Wekh was in New York some 
time ago hawking her new line of' signatme 

"~gs. The actrE'ss. fiunous for 011e Millio11 
8.C. and M.ym Breckenridge, has lmmchcd 
the line of 22 c.ontempomry. stylish wigs. 
The wst is " ... kss than a pair of sh()(>s." 

Ye.ah, weU if you like Bally or Manolo 
Blanik, thats $3)(). 

It stMed "~tl1 Michael Jackson, micl con• 
tinues now with the advent "whitening 
masks." Several cosmetics C'Ompmlirs have 
introduced skin bleaching prcxluc..ts claim­
ing they rech.J<,-e cliscolomtions, frf'Ckles. age 
spots, and dm-k patches. Most c.'OntaiIJ 
hych1xiuuio11e tl,at hlcx·ks th<" fomiation of 
pigment. If you have spots you wm1t to 

erase, you might want to check out She 
Uemura \ \ hitening Lotion or Chanel 
\Vhitening Mask. 

Looking for that "pe1frcf 
undergarment? You know. the one like 
mom used to wear. The one )'OU started 
weming when she was out of tl1e house. 
\ Veil, if that's your "thing," then )'OU wru1t to 
visit Crepe Suzette Vintage 
Undergarments <www.crepe-
suzette.com>. They have vintage and 
vintage-looking undergarments includ­
ing long-line bras, braselettes. bustiers 
and girdles 

lf more wnternponuy li.11ge1ie is your tluug 
(and who among us doesn't crave ~xy lin­
gerie?), then you must \~Sit the new 
Victoria's Secret web site at 
< http://www. VictoriasSecret .com/vsc/ >. 

Almost eve1ything you'd find in the catalog 
is tl1ere on.line and ready to be ordered. If 
you're one of tlme shy people who doesn·t 

want to talk to a sales clerk. tll.is site may br 
your answer. Personally. I like it because I 
can order VS pantyhose which I love. 

Some time ago, I mentioned an ad I saw 

online for a corset kit and gave an email 
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adch-ess. Sevc>ml people tole! me they sent 
mail li11t had not t'P.U'ivecl a reply and ash"<.l 
for a snail mail ac kL-ess. WPll. I saw ti tr p10cl-
11ct tni>ntionecl again and this time I 
rf'C..-eived a response: 'ihl? reduction nt tl1e 
waist is mow1d 4" ... they are no-busk, slip on 

(·inchl?rs tliat lac .. ~ up i_n the back... shut at 
$89US (s/h ind) for a basic cincher (no 
h;ms/ga1terslr1.1Hle lac-e) .. .. for a cincher wi.tJ1 
4 gmters, simple law mid 1nm. it would be 
ar01md 160. Dec..-orntive hi.ms and lae,-es 
make for a higher pticxxl gn1111ent, ns in tllC' 
picture, tlw red one is $US225, with 12 
g.uiers, ruffit'll la<-'t' top'l)Ottorn, and woven 
t1irn motif 011 th<> stays." More info on the 
c.vrs<>ts are a\.ailablt> front <leedpro@cadvi­
sion.com >, Leeds Productions, d-207 
Rundleview Dr. N.E. Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada TlY lI-17. 

Ancl now for the news and commen­
tary ... "Tlie c11111/itr1 of mi orga11i;;afion 

can necer exceed the c111ality of the 
111i11ds that make it 11p. " 

- Harold R. McA.limlon 

The: online c-on11mm.ity was taken aback by 
a wickly clis11;butt>cl message in mid­
Df't..-e rnbcr that .illeged t!te Ame,;can 
Psychiatric Association had rejected 
Gender Identity Disorder as a legitimate 
tliagi•~is. The message stated that, " ... the 
cliagnosis itself is hru111ful bec."luse it implies 
people have a disease and that in ,md ofitself 
cru1 <'ause depression, anxiety ru1d self 
dt>sb'ltCti\.e behavi.01:" The message was 
hailed as a victoty by not n few people. TI1e 
only problem is the message warn'l l'eal. 
Ac-c.'Ording to TranZGn-lla, Suzy Cooke, 
who created the message, "A TmnZG1Tlla 
pe1fo1mMce rut piece called 'IF?' was shut­
ed t<xfay, Monday Dec-ember 14, L998 at 
approxilT1ately 10:00 am, Calif omia lime. It 
is meimt as a holi<fay gift. As perfonnmK-e 
art the participation of the audienc-e is wel­
cvmed. I took an m1J1ouocement which \.Vas 
a Saturday AP release and altered it..." 
Apparently, Cooke never expected ,myone 
to take it se1iously or for it to spread as quick­
ly :l~ it dicl By Tue,sday aftt>moon the "~10le 
nf>t wa.~ abuzz with the news. 

Earlier iJ1 tlu,· 1nont:h the H L011<u1 Rights 
Campaign released this news; 'Tl 1e 

Hum,m Rights Campaignsbungly supports 
puhlic rn1d ptivllte initiatives to <.rn mter dis­
crimination ha~P.d on ~J or per<X!ive<l 
geode,· identity. \ Ve acknowledge tl1e 
extmord.in:uy work of b-nn'>gencler orga­
nizations and leaders nnd view them ns 
irnpo1t,U1t frie ndc; and powerful allies. 
The Hwrnu1 Rights Campaign is wmrnit­
ted to a mutually beneficial n~lationship 
,,~tl1 the lnu~gende1· co1mnunity. It is 
our hope that such a rdationship will help 
i11fonn w1d cmft a shared vision of a \.,oriel 
that honors and respects all people regard­
less of sexual 01ientation or gender identity" 

• Candy Marc.,un, Board of Directors Q )­

Chai.I; said, "We hope to work closely ,~~th 
the tnu1sgender cominwuty in finding the 
light solutions." \ VeU here's hoping that 
H RC and Ms. Marcum put their words into 
actions. The "transgender community" goes 
far beyond the boumluies of such focus­
liJnited organizations as GenderPAC. The 
I lRC needs to meet witl1 and talk to the 
real hnnsgender leadership, those who 
work and toil in the oflk-es of our c-<1mrntmi­
ty-suppo1tf><I organizations, 11ot a sf>lf­
appointed demagogue. Send a strong mes­
sage to the HRC <l1rc@lu-c.01g> :md let 
them know that you want yom· c-ommun.ity­
chosen leaders to meet with their leadership 
and that you are ,,~Jling to "~)rk for tmns­
gender iJ1clusion in th(! Employment 
Non-Discrimination Ad (ENDA). 

Urvashi Vaid, one of the most respected 
voic-es in the GLB community wrote in the 
December 8th issue of tl1e Advocate: " ... 
Will eveiyone in our very diverse c'Omrntuli­
ty ever unite behind one set of ideologirnl 
politics? No, we will not. But should GLBT 
Progressives jusrabandon the movement to 
people who sacrifice principle for poli­
ti~? No "'ray. We need lo speak out more 
than ever. If we do not create a movement 
brave enough to stand for basic human 
rights, tl1en we deserve the movement 
we hnve , which harbors a valueless politics 
that hmts ilie prospec.t of eguruity for GLBT 
people ... " Why do I bring this up? Because 
Ms. Vaid addresses precisely the issues I 
believe has hurt ow· mmmtulity the most in 
the last l:\vo years, Le., selling out p1inciple 
for fOlitical gain. I have been shruply c1iti­
cizecl for my comments on GenderPAC in 
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tlie Inst iS/,1.1e of tlu., column. Ms. Riki 
Wild1ms, GPAC Executive Oirf'ctor, 
<>mailed me and asked why I ,ms so up~t 
,~4th her " .. 1ul of a sudclf'n." Alison Lning 
d('(;larecl to mf' that the lnten-.ational 
Founcfation for Cende1· Education 
(IFCE) supports CPAC :md is still working 
\\4tl1 tl1em. She cited :\Jl example where, 
apparently, CPAC took a booth at last 
Novembers National Cay and ~bian 
1hsk Force (NCLTF) Creating Change 
Conference and tlie bootJ1 c-ost was shffi"f'd 

by IFG E, BiN et, ,md otl rer so-called mem­
ber 01-giut.iz.atio11s of GPJ\Cs lx,ard. So let 
me stmt with Ms. \Vi.k:hins' questio11. Riki, 
its not "all of a sudden,~ its still. Yes, l:\m 

yems later (hey, I hold a grndge a long time; 
its a very femiJline thing), I'm still ve1yupset 
over the way Wilch.ins mm1jpuJated board 
members an(l " ~th tl1e help of carefully 
selected suppo1ters, orchesh<1tecl an end­
mn ,UUtUld the duly eledecl offic-ers of the 
CPAC board. Ms. \ \'ilchins chose politics 
over principle in her bid for the power and 
c-ontrol of CPAC. Ms. L1i.ng ,mcl others 
chose politics over principle, "hen they sup­
po1ted Ms. Wilchins in that power bicl. In 
making that choice two years ago, the mm­
munity was robbed of tl1e oppo1tunity to 
debate and discuss issues of national iJnpor­
tanc-e ru1d. robbed of tl1e chimc.-e to help set 
national policy. Instead what ·we have is an 
oligarchy known as CenclerPAC that 
defines our issue,s, sets our poky ,md then 
tells us about it aft€"r tl1e fuct. I run not so 
much concemed about what GPAC has or 
h,1s not acc:.rnnplished as how they have 
ac'COmplished it... at the expense of om right 
to self-<letennine ow· national voic.,e. Now, 
tllere are those,vho say I am ,vayoff-base in 
my opinion about CPAC and Ms. \ \'ilchins, 
and that I am doing hmm. \ Vhat do )01.1 

th.ink? Let me know, please. And, please 
send email to Ms: Wilch.ins at 
<riki@gpac.org> and let her know if )'OU 

agree "~tl1 her or with me, as we-U. 

So, those are my opinions, but, hEj\ , vlmt do 
I know? I refuse to have a battle of wits wi.tl1 
people so clearly unanned. Comments? 
Wlite me cru-e of tlus publication or send 
email to the <CyberQueen@cdspub.corn>. 
© 1999 by Creative Design Services. 



Vis A Vis ... 
I just don ·t think wp' l] g<:'t the same 
rc111inine thrill from intt>rrupting and 
lieing interrupted in our chitchats as 
w<· do from wearing high heels and 
founclntion gannrnts. 

CRIME A D PUNISHMENT 
D allas l)pnny. thf' TC activist fro111 

Atlanta G<'orgia. wrotl" an artic-le tlwt 
appc-are cl in thP NovPnilirr/Df'c:f'mhf'r 
'98 Cn;stal Cl1nm icll! p11hlishf'cl hy 
t lw C1ystal C lub o f Columbus. Ohio. 
ThP piec:P \\'as titl f'cl " Imprisoned 
Florida PrP-Op TS S11f's for Honnone 
Treatment" and rPco,rntecl thP mit 
brought by Dennis Smith against the 
Florida Department nf Corrections. 

Smith is serving .1 10 year sentence 
for ng~rnvated h.itt<'ry. Prior to his 
convi<:tion, S rnitl1 had ehangrd liis 
name to Rhonda anrl liPgan taking 
estrogPn 1111(1 hacl hip m1cl bust 
impbnts fo r a n1ore fr, mini1w appear­
:rncC'. In 1992. the Flo rida corrrction­
a l a11thorities had stopped providing 

1i-r111~r,1•11der C,>11111111 nity Nl'W-1. Vol. J.'J. No. 1 

honllOII(' th<'rapy for transsrxnals 
because· it was not "111edk:nlly 11c'c·rs­
sary." Sm ith's snit allC'ges that tliey are 
refusing to trr at "srrio11s nwdical 
needs" in not prescribing thE' rstro­
gen, ther<'by "violating his co11stitu­
tional protrc:tion from c ruel nncl 
unusual punishment. Along with thr 
r<'storatio 11 of the hon11011e therapy. 
he (which is tlw pro11ou11 used hy tlw 
au thor of the origi nal article) is also 
suing for $100,000 in comprnsntory 
and punit ive dnn1agf's. 

I'm bq~inuing to sound like Pat 
Buchanan with some of my views on 
t ransgendrrecl crim inals la tr ly Gut I 
j ust don't agree' with Mr./Ms. Sn1ilh's 
pos ition on this issue. Mayh<' t lwy 
should _j ust let· hi1n/ lwr hav<' the estro­
ge n a 11d be tha11Hul slw isn·t suing for 
a c:ool 111illilJ11 instc·ad of a 111easly huu­
dred gram!. 

QUICK-LIGHT 
ELIMINATES HAIR ''' 

As seen on CNBC, Dateline, and 20/20 

Do you have something 
that you'd like to share? 

Transgender 
Community News is a 

two way process. 
If an article or opinion 
provokes a reaction in 

you, whether positive or 
negative, don't go 

unheard. Send your 
opinions and comments 
in a letter to the Editor. 

Send letters to: 
Editor, c/o Renaissance, 

987 Old Eagle 
School Road, Suite 719, 

Wayne, PA 19087, 
or email to 

<Editor@ren.org>. 

Using a hand held device like a bar code scanner, an intense light is shined 
at unwanted hair. This light releases a burst of energy that destroys the hair 
follicle, shaft and root. As many as 100 hairs may be treated simultaneously. 
Just remember, in a few minutes we can effectively treat a large area that 
before would have taken an hour with many painful sessions. you should 
be hair free after just three or four treatments with a touch up session 
needed only after eighteen months. vVe are extremely excited about this 
new technology. This is as permanent as it gets! Call the office and ask about 
our free consultation today. 

Now featuring Renaissance member, Sandra Lynn! 
Our newest Quick-Light Technician 

Ya rdley Aes thetics Center 
(215) 321-7100 

301 Oxford Valley Rd., Suite 102A 
Yardley, PA 19067 

HARVEY W. BROOKMAN, M.D. 
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Favorable Decision in Cyber-Censorship Case 
r/\ IPxand ria. V/\. 1ovrmhN 23, 

H:l98] 
For the nrst tim<' in America's lqrnl 

history n court has npplif' cl f-' irst 

/\111end11w11t principals lo Internet 

ac(·ess at publ ic librnrif:'s. Thf:' U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District 

of Virginia rnling states that forcing 
adults to 11se blocking software i11 
public librarif's "offends the guarantee 
of free speeeh." aud permanently 
blocked government officials in 
l ,011clo11n County. Virginia rrom 
11nconstit11tio11ally restricting onlinf' 

access. 
[n this landmark case the Ameri1:an 

Civil Libert ies Union had acted as 
"' i11 ttTYe11or" on l,elmlf uf The 

Renaissance Transgender Association, 
[ nc .. ,md seven other diverse groups 
who charged that the Loudon County 
Library's "Policy on Internet Sexual 
Harassmr nt" violated the ir First 
Arnendnwnt rights. The Library's poli-

('y, PstnhlishPrl on Odoh0r 20. 1~)97. 

inclucled the use of Internet blo<:king 

software to deny access to websites 
the li bnuy deemed pornographic. 

Blocke<l Wt're tilt' n (•naissance 

W('bsitf:' (l1ttp://www.ren.org), The 
Safer Sex Pagr. and the Books for Gay 
and Lesbian Teens/Youth page despite 
the defendant's concession that these 

sites did not violate their policy. 

Federal district court Judge Leonie 
M. Brinkerna, a forrnn librarian. 
presided over this case. in which 
Renaissance Executive Director, 
Angela Cardne1· testified in July. The 
judge conduded tlrnt "although 
defendant is under no obligation to 
provide Internet access to its patrons, 
it has chosen to do so and is therefore 

restricted by the First Amendment in 
the liniitations it is allowed to placr 
Oil patron access." Further, rE>stricting 

"the acc-ess of adult patrons to pro• 

tectec.l material just because the mate-

rial is unfit for minors'' is 1111constitu­
tion.1 I. 

The ACLU has recom,rn:·ndr d 
alte rnatives to the ··unconstitutional 
use of manclato1y blocking wftware" 
including placing privacy screens 
around terminals. establishing 

1 nte rnet use policies, and allowing 
optional filtering on terminals used by 
d1ildren. 

It is yet unclear whethE'J' Loudon 
County will appeal this <h:ision. 

Transfonned and transfixed! That's what you will be after visiting with 

Ms. Lynda at CDtips. We offer in-house transformations, personalized 

shopping, wardrobe selection and consultation, feminine 

comportment instruction, glamour makeup application , 

1nanicures, pedicures, full epilation, and more. 

Ms. Lynda is the premeire makeover artist in the 

greater Philadelphia area and works with JoAnn 

Roberts at her Paradise In The Poconos weekend. 

Call or email now for rates and information: 
CDtips@aol.com or 215-878-3383 

h ttp://www.tgfmall .com/cdtp/cdtp.html 

15 

,,,,_ 



l 

Trr111sgl;'1ufer Cm111111t11ity Nl!WS, Vol.J 3, Nu. 1 

Feminizing the Face - Soft 
Tissue Techniques 

Plastic and Reconstructivt' su r­
geons have such capacity to project, to 
r>lan, to revise and to remodel. \ Vitia 
such tale nt available to assist our c:0111-

111u11ity and with such gratifying and 
successful results for our pf'oplf'. it's 
110 wonder many are conside ring tl1 is 
surgical approach early in transition 
before 111oving toward genital reas­
signment. As much as I understand 
the need for some to have auatomic 
congruity with 0 11e's 111ind, to have 
~ender and body become one, the 
plan to have facial and skull c;osmetic 
surgt'I)' before undertaking g<'nital 
change call still be a good investment. 
I also endorse facial fe minization and 
body contouring for those of you who 
never will seek GRS. 

In this second of three articles 
dealing with facial fl"m inization, I 
want to concentratl" on soft tissue pro­
cl"clures and save discussion of bone 
alterations until my February column. 
r don't want you t~ think that bone 
and soft tissue proceclures are not 

often combined. They certainly are 
arnl havt> to h<' to ac;complish the plan 
desig11ed for each i11dividual. Ami 
keep i11 111i11d 111y last remark. Iu th<0 

consul tation visit. a plan should bt:> 
forn1ulated by you a11cl your plastic; 
surgeon to reach a satisl)ring am! s11c;­
cf'ssful set of results. 

To fen 1inize, not just to de111as­
culinize you, is the plan and to ac;com­
plish th is fc:.mi11iz.atio11 by making you 
u11igue - not like the other 
Transwoman Lefore you or the onr 
the surgeon does after you. A "tranny" 
fot·e should OT be the result of your 
surgery experience. 111 that I mean, 
you should not receh·I" an obviously 
sculptured face that is as likely to 
draw as much negativl" attention as 
one who has nl"ver had facial femi­
nization surgl"ry. 

I am afraid we have all seen exam­
ples of what I am talking about. 
Please bl" cautious of those surgeons 
who push a "cookie-cutter'' approach 
and supply you with the same stan­
clarcl list of procedures that they sup­
ply to your friends. This "laundry list" 

approach with no consideration to the­
unique-ness of yom foc<' (or yonr 
friencl's for that matter) is not in your 
bC'st intt' rcst and frankly. in my opin­
ion. is acloptecl by surgeons who hav(• 
become complacent and hav(' more 
interest in thrir bottom linC' than s11p­
plyi11g you with what is brst ror you. 

When evaluating the fac<', it helps 
to divide it into thrre- segmrnts. 
upper. middlr and lower. In that divi­
sion , howC'v<'r, it is most vital to pro­
ject how changes in the uppE'r third 
will affect the rest of the face nnd how 
changes in the lower third will hav<' 
in!luencC' 011 decisions about alter­
ations of the rl"st of the facial stru<:­
tures-and so on. C hanges in soft tissue 
can he somewhat extensive - for 
example, face and neck lifts. But sub­
tle- and simple- proc'<'dures such as 
accentuation of' cheek pads or eleva­
tion of the upper lip are- important 
considerations as wE'll. After healing. 
those subtle- changes can have powC'r­
fol efff'ct - e\'en rnore than extensive 
alteration. 

Lets look at sorn<' of thC'se soft tis­
sue remolding procedures. Tlw eyes 
are the very first structures that peo­
ple focus 011 iu looking at you. 
Procedures to "open" the eyes change 
their shape and erase wrinkles, and fat 
collections around them are often uti­
lized. Blephosoplasty or surgical 
change in the eyelids, upper and 
lower, is a proced ure that must he-
very carefully carried out so as not to 
produce too wide an appearance or 
too restricted lid activity. 

Often one can spot the person who 
has too vigorous an approach to the 

NILAH Transvamp Publications, ltd 
Let Kalina the Sexy Vanpre teach you how to transform 
yourself into the sexy girl of your dream&. Secrets to an 
Awesome Makeover, Kalina's latest full-h;ngth hook, contains 
expert makeup and image advice for crossdressers. lotsof 
photos, illustrations, and detailed explanations included 
throug1out its 42 pages. To order a copy of this excellent 
makeover manual, send $20 to Mary Din, 2300 Walnut Street, 
Suite 526, Philadelphia, PA 19103. Make all checks payable 

/'"' ' } ,", ~ f ' , ".. ,j f 

~ 

to Mary Din. Send $2 if you would like our latest catalog. Add 
$5 if you live outside the USA. US funds only, please! 
Visit our Web site at www.cris.com/~Kallna 
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Anyway you like it 

that's the way we make it. 

ALTERATIONS AVAILABLE 
for your store bought clothing. 

610-853-9822 
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eyes. Their eyes look unnatural and 
11ot a part of their face . Delicate lipo­
suctio11 can take away the bulge 
nppearance in the lower Licl nncl slight 
elE'vation of tlw outer position of tlw 
e-yes, the lateral ca11thus, can change 
tli e- shapE'. Th!? rE'sult is th E' almond 
shape E'YE' we see in many of the most 
lwautiful mockls. 

111 conjunction with those 
approaches to the eyes, one cau softe n 
grE'atly tlw ridges of bo11e above tl1t' 
eyes that are so thick and prominent 
in 111e-11. By making a small i11cision 
within the hairline of e ither sick of 
the lwad. the surgeon can dissect 
clown bene-ath the fore head tissue to 
expose these heavy bone ridges and 
allow for high-spe-ecl instrumentation 
to be applied to shave dovm the bone. 

T he overall e-ffect is two-fold. One, 
to soften these structures to appear as 
they are in genetic females and l\vo. 
to de-emphasize the concave appear­
anc-e of the- fm·ehead as it is character­
istically in men. With this approach 
often there is no need to actively cor­
rect the concave appearan<.:e although 
when that concavity is marked it will 
11eed specinl atte ntion. " 'e will deal 
with that teclrnique:- in the next article. 

\Vhen we consider bone-shaving 
methods, anothe r very simple tech­
nique is to make an incision inside the 
lower lip ancl, with dissection llown to 
the chin bone, a burr revolving at high 
speed can smooth clown the bone 
thickness and promine nces to make a 
female chin shape. While other bone 
removing methods are employed to 
soften and thin the jaw line, this very 
efficient surgery in particular is highly 

useful to femi nize. Pain afterwards is 
rniniinal anti ability to function fully 
including eating in a day or so is the 
usual. 

Much is spoken of in ways to 
emphasize the cheekbones. The most 
prominent bo11e in this area, the zygo­
ma, cnn be augmented with malar 
implants plac:ed through the mouth 
into the cheek and this is a common 
approach. Often , however, the cheek 
pad can be e lllphasized to accomplish 
a very female appearance and this 
may ue a very wo1·tl1while approach 
without placing a fo reign body. A non­
absorbed suture is placed in a very 
clever manner in the circumfe rence of 
the cheek pad to elevate this struc­
ture. It is then attached to the scalp 
tissue above the hairline - simple and 
effective. When there are depressions 
in the temple area on each side, vai-i­
ous substances can be placed to fill 
and soften those depressions 

An area that is com111011ly consid­
e red is the middk third of the face, 
particularly the nose. Surgical tech­
niques to remove the dorsal hump 
and change shape are utilized. The 
nasal openings can be made smaller 
and softened and a very important 
feature of the nose, the tip, can be 
fashioned to be petite and with a 
slight elevation as is fitting for the 
individual's -,vhole face. In men the 
lips arc frequen tly thin and in a 
straight line- the upper lip in pa1iic­
ular. A very imperceptible incision 
made just beneath the nose, through 
which precise suturing is done will 
raise the upper lip to reveal more of 
the vermillion, and it can be shaped as 

well to have more contour. This lends 
allure and femininity to the mouth. 
Liposuction techniques to the chin, 
the neck, as well as to the tissues 
under the eyes are exceedingly valu­
able. Removal of small deposits of fat 
can enhance other features to make 
for a most beautiful appearance. 

\Vhen wnsi<leri11g much rnore 
extensive procedures, u11e that comes 
to mind is when hairlines are cha11gecl 
witb deliberate and involved surge1y. 
The frontal hairline in women is rnuc:h 
closer to the eyebrows than in men. 
T he forehead is not as broad or exte11-
sive in women. Placement uf an 
expander through two less-tha11-011e­
inch incisions within the hairline on 
e ither side of the head allows for 
stretching the hair bearing scalp. This 
is done unde r IV sedation and after 8-
10 weeks of pei-ioclic injection of ste r­
ile saline into the expander by the 
patient, the stretched segment can he­
mobilized into a flap. 

This flap will be so placed with 
appropriate incision and suturing that 
the hairline is natural, lower, mid the 
hair is growing in the proper direc­
tion. This technique is used to create 
parietal or side of the h('ad flaps as 
we ll to eliminate male pattern bald­
ness and other types of hair loss. This 
technique is very specialized and not 
utilized by ffii\Oy who work with vari­
ous hair transplant operations. My 
partner, Dr. Ernest Manders, has 
refined this procedure with pioneer­
ing techniques that produce excellent 
results. 

cont inued on page 20 
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Making 
Sense of 
It All 
by Lee Ann Etscovitz, Ed.D. 

YES 
Sc-If-affirmation and self-belief 

have been f'HSV for 11w to prf'ach b11t 
difficult to achieve. I have found it 
eas ier to fig l1t thf' fo rces which have 
bf'en a threat to 111 , existPnc.•f' than to 
create an existence which is 111 ,111 i11g­
fu l an d fullllling. T haw· developed 
some personal bo11ndaries but have 
not fully lived within those bound­
aries. The task of bPing tru to mysplf 
has been a chalk•ngc, to say the least. 
Yet if I do not start saying "yes·· to my 
sense of self rather than foe tssing on 
sayi ng "no .. to the I hreats to my still 
undeveloped self. then what do [ re,1l­
ly have of substance in my life? \\ 'ho 
am I besides a fi ghter for personal 
freedom? \\'hat am J free for? 

I have written a poem which 
attempts to express the meaning of 
saying "yes," that is, the m aning of 
self-affirmation. Tlu:> poem is called, 
of ·ourse. '"Yes: " 

Yes 
is painf ii 

if at any cost 
you simply agree. 

Yes 
is difficult 

Transgender Co11ww11ity eu;s, Vol.13 , o. 1 

if yo11 own your soul 
and yo11 choose- to be. 

\\'h at I have just described in poet­
ic form are four stagc>s. i r you will. of 
saying "yes" to 011c·s sense of self. 1 
would like to commc0 11t 011 each stage. 
not in terms of the wider human 
struggle in which all of us ttrP 

ngaged, but rntlter in terms of the 
g nder str11ggle which somc of us 
happen to face in the midst of thnt 
wider struggle. 

For most of my life T have known 
pai n and cliffkul ty in terms of 111y gen­
tler strugglP. As I look back. I can sec 
that I agrc<'d to a great deal which 
was not rPally a reflection of my inner 
truth . l bu rice! whatevN feelings am\ 
desires were expressive of my trans­
gender wishes. It is true t·hat T did not 
rf'ally have a name for my feelings, 
but the feelings themselves, e\'C'II if 
not lahc>led, were real. Outside my 
1110s t private 1110111e11ts, I act<>cl as if 
my wishes did not exist. I was agrr e­
able at any cost. if only to be loved 
and inclndcd. But I was not being 
loved for being myself. I was loved fo r 
being what others wanted me to be. 

a., ing "yes" i11 that wav was 
extremely painful , rspeciallr as I 
emerged from childhood. aying •'yes·• 
that way was even more painful as I 
grew into adulthood. A an nclolf'scf'nt 
I began to feel lost. not ju t like ado­
lf'scents tend to feel, but Pven more 
so as I sexuali zed my transgen cler 

if you are lost 
and you cannot se 

feelings. I felt I did not belong any­
where, that J was strangely di ff crcnt, 
<'vcn though as l have said, I could 
not id ntify that difference. I just 
knew I did not fit into the usual cate­
gori s of boys and girls. I was torn 
6€'twe n liking the girls on th€' one 
hand and being like them on tlw 
otl~ lid not really g t along with 

:::,,-.-::::,,--- -,-tlrle~ other boys . ·o I was a loner, an 

Yes 
is natural 

if you have a goal 
ancl you arP free . 

Yes 
is alive 

isolate. The problem was that I was 
lost. I did not know who I was , and I 
could not see where l was going or if 
I was going an here at all. 

l wandered for many yea rs in 
terms of my transgenclcr feelings, not 
knowing exactly what they were, and 
not kJ10wing what to do with them. 

18 

Tht• erotic and SPcrf't crossdrcssi11g 
with lingerie in tli <' pri vac.·y o f" rn bc-d­
room was maddening at the same 
ti1111,· that it was nrcessaiy and plea­
surabl r . The thought of nn 1011C' ever 
Bmling out was also embarassing. 
Saying "yes" to oneself is truly diffi ­
cult if yon arc> not sure of \\'hat or wl10 
you are. Saying "yes·· to u st•nse of 
confusion , even an incscapablf' confu­
sion, is far from satisfying. 

\\ 'hen, as an adu It, I ,,·as !'in ally 
able to face and to identi(v 111y t n;ns­
gcnc!N feC'lings and wishes, I joined 
the Renaissance Transgender 
Association . ~ly mcmhNship in that 
orgm1izatio11 felt natural. It f<> lt right 
to be with otht>r tra11sgcndcred pPr­
sons. I was not alone anymore'. and I 
\\'HS free to h<'gin to xpress my f Pel­
ings. both verbal ly nnd in my nppPnr­
ance. I f Pit free at last. free to lie l'<'m­
ininf' in the way l had always imag­
ined , at IE•ast for 011<' <'V<'ning a 111onth. 
But tliat was onP f:'\ 'ening more than I 
had evf:'r experienced. 

[ was also free· to pmsue therapy 
fref' to explore those frel ings and 
wishes which I had carried nrn1111d 
inside of mysp]f for so long but which 
l had never al lowed to bf'comc part of 
my sense of self. Tlw "yps" which I 

\\'as then ahl e to pursue was the affir­
mation of m s0 111 and the choosing of 
my vc1y being. 'uch a choice is for 
from easy, but it is a choice worth the 
effort. Choosing to be oneself is 
pn inf ul. but the pain is different fro m 
the agony of the selr-sabotnge with 
which rny "yes" journey began . 
Painful effort is effort in the service of 
personal goals, goals whi h are the 
beginning of personal freedom . 

Though I do not claim to have nil 
the answers about my If, I somrhow 
no longer fee l lost. I am beginning to 
agree to those th ings which enhance 
and fu lfill rather than diminish and 
destroy, my life as a whole and my 
transgendered life in particular. o 
longer do I simply agree. Rather, I am 
beginning to choose my life, and in 
that choosing I am beginning to feel 
h·uly alive, alive as a woman, ali e as a 
person. 
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.. 
Is It Just the Clothes? 

by D e nise Mason, 
conncct icuTVie w 
Ev<'ry month I rC'ceive about 10 

differr11t TV Clubs newsletters, and 
over the years, I can re me mber 
almost each ancl eve1y club 
saying ... "our dub is going downhill , 
unless you he lp:· I can say that I often 
question. " How is our club going'? .. to 
myself, as l see successes ... but also 
clisappoi11tments. And I quE'stion. 
why? 

Yes, we haw produced a successfu l 
Female Impe rsonator Show and 
raised $3125 for Pediatric AIDS, but 
NOT EVEN 2,5% of the club atte nd­
r d the sho\\'. Yrs. we have monthly 
meetings and some great parties, but 
the same six to twe h-e members 
attend. What about the otber 50? My 
wife has attrndecl more club parties 
than fJ.5 % o f' the members. 

We probably have o ne of the ve1y 
bf•st newslettf' rs in the East, _jarn nwd 
full of information. local and national 
news, and l don't receive an average 
of one aiticle a month contributed 
from the members. 

But rcm<'mber what I said in the 
first sentence: "all clubs nre having 
the same proble m," and all clubs are 
so 1lisgusted that when that pressure 
cooker explodes, they put it in print to 
their nien1bership. Why isn't there 
... support'? I feel that ifs the nature 
of the transvestite. First, last and fore­
most, they are male. As males, how 
many on their 0\\11 will send a Thank 
You card or Get Well card to a friend? 

You would think that because they 
have a fe minine side that it would he 
second nature to do things like that. If 
they we re more women-like, it would 
be a natural n·ac;tion to wipe the dish­
es, or on a club level, to pitch in and 
run a club meeting or party. 

If they were more women-like, 
possibly they would send a letter to 
their fri end in California, just tell ing 
them that they missed them, or at the 
club level, maybe they could write a11 
a rticle for the newsletter. God only 
knows, I ask! 

If they were more woman-like, 
·would they jump at the chance to go 
to bingo with the girls, or play bridge, 
or lrnve a Tuppe rware party ... or 
make an attE'mpt to attend their TV 
club's monthly meeting? 

If they were more womai1-like, 
they would comment to their relati vt=>s 
o r friends about how nice it was to 
hear from them, or see the m at the 
last reu nion or picnic, and how nice it 
is to receive the e-mail messages fro m 
all their cousins all over Connecticut, 
instead of just belonging to a club 
where' no one ever he,1rs from them 
during their 12 months of member­
ship. Thank Cod, when d ues are due, 
I at least know they are alive as I get a 
check (but with no note). 

Success, isn't just the club prosper­
ing, it's the members of the club pros­
pering. If they are getting something 
out of the club, if they are growing, if 
they contact their feminine side, then 
one gets a sense of accomplishment. 

But wh<>n a TV hasn't learned one iota 
about what it is to be [emi11i11e o r 
female, then I tl1ink it's just a big 
waste of timt>. 

Unfortunately, many of the clubs 
around the country have the samr 
proble m. Our wome n are really still 
me n. We have fai led , for if we suc­
ceeded, we would have tiny dinner 
parties, craft classes, or clothing par­
ties to show how to use a scarf. \\'e 
,\'ould have letters to the editor shar­
ing how they became a TV, and how 
important that side of tlwm is. 

What great news it would be for a 
1V to share how dose he had gotten 
to his spouse once he shared his 
crossdressing secret with her. If their 
feminine side were really the re, we 
\\'Oulcl be exchanging cards for Xmas. 
Cet Well cards for the ill. Birthday 
notes to those older than 39, and si lly 
and sexy cards for almost any reason. 
But we don't. 

Because ... 111ost of 11s are sti ll men. 
And Rangers watching, beer slu11>ing, 
tee-shirt wearing men just don't do 
those things. Sm!, because this is hap­
pe ning in evE'ry dub, all around the 
country. I guess TV is only ... cross­
dressing. 

to: 
To c.-ontact connecticuTViC"w write 

P.O. Box 2281, 
Devon, CT 06460 
Or e-mail; - @aol.com. 

Membership is $25 a year. 

"1 ~ ~ tku. " 

IT'S RENEWAL TIME! 
Many memberships are coming up 

for renewal! If you've received your 
renewal notice in the mail, please 

take a moment and return it today! 
Thanks for your continued support. 
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Lee Ann Etscovitz, Ed.D. 
Transgende r Specialist 

PO Box 471 Willow Grove, PA l 9090 
Te l: 2 15-657- 1560 Fax: 215-659- 133 1 

Emai l : hmdm@voicenet.com 

Counseling for Individuals and Couples 
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Dr. Kirk ... 
Someti mes to accomplish the most 

idf'al results, various surgical proce­
d ures a re staged. A certain few are 
d one first. Then others are combined 
in a secoml stage to complete the plan 
aftf'r appropriatf' time has elapsed and 
healing has take n place. ot always is 
it possible to put too much togc-ther 
and at tinws ifs inadvisable because in 
a second stage there could bC' the pos­
sibility that one teehn iquc can he 
eli minn ted or anoth r onf' added or 
modified to accomplish a better 
result . Keep in rn ind , you also have an 

inpnt to th plan to su rgically alte r the 
face and skull. Don't be lieve it is all 
the clf·cision of the plastic surieon. 
Ve ,y often what you de-sire is very «:>as­
ily impl«:>mented into the surgi ·al 
plan . Still I ·aution you, som times it 
is not and while ma1velous changes 
are possible some mr alisti • 
approrn:hes rnay never be a cons idera­
tio n fo r you. 

There- is much to consid rand to 
discuss when considering face and 
sk"ll rC'modeli ng. K«:>ep an open mind. 
Evaluat tech niques , surg«:>on's 
philosophies and thf'ir costs ancl com­
pare, compare , compare! Once again. 
pleasf' don 't acc<>pt a et of proce-

<lures pushed by sorn«:> surgPons ns the 
only wny to fem in ize a T face . I ts n 
cop-out on thf' surgeon ·s part. A sur­
geon sho rid nlways keep yo11r ind ivid­
ua lism in mind nnd work with yo11 to 
improve and nhanc you r best traits 
while femin izing you. Your fnce is 
often the first physical impression of 
yourself s«:>en by oth rs. Consider 
ca refully what you want ancl who you 
want to lw lp you "put you r hest face 
forward. " 

ext 111011th. I will concentratf' on 

the bone (osteotomy) opC'rntions fo r 
the focp and skull nnd sornr of 
the body contouring ope rations ~\ 
avaibblf' to you. ~ 

TG Doctor Fired For Transitioning On Job 
D r. aria Enriquez, a ped iat rician. 

has filrd a suit against \\ 'est Je rsey 
Health System (\YJH S) of ew Je rsey 
alleging that they fai l d to rf'new her 
contract las t year because she was 
transitioning from male to fema le. 
Enriquez, a trustee of The College of 

f'W Jersf'y sincf' 19 4. was terminat­
f'd on October 22, 1997. Her attorney. 
Lee Fiederer stated , " \\'e brought the 
case under the ew Jersey law agai nst 
discrimination which protects ind ivid­
uals from discrimination based 011 sex­
ual orientation or affectation ." 

T he sui t alleges that officials at 
WJHS were openly cri tical of 
Enriguez th roughout he r transition, 
and that WJHS denied her employ­
ment based 0 11 their disapproval , 
rather than any measure of perfor­
mance. She began transitioning in 

·ept«:>mber 1996. At that time she 
legally changed her name from Carlos 
to Carla and rnade thC' change in her 
p hysical appParance from mal (' to 
fernalf' ovf't' the next several months. 

The complaint fu rther alleg('s that 
in 1997 Dr. John Cossa, Vicf' 
President of \\ 'JI-IS, told her to " ·top 
all this and go back to you r previous 
appearance.'' After Enriquez refused 
to comply with these CT('mands, WJ HS 
took action to deny her em ployment. 
"\\'e have a b rill iant doctor, recog-
niz d nationally in her fi lei , who was 
te rrn inat('d solely based on he r sexual 
affectation and orientation ," said 
Fiederer. 

Riki Anne Wi lchins, Executive 
Director of Gender PAC, commenting 
on Court TV said, "That such blatant 
discrimination can happen to a fine 

doctor e mphasizes the urgent IIC"f' cl 

fo r employmf'nt protection at the 
loC'al and state IPvf'I and ('Specially 
with in th , context of E DA. The 
expNiencf' of th is woman is ed1of'd in 
the scores of respo nses we nrf' rf'ceiv­
ing from peopl«:> aero the country to 
our ational Survey on ,f'nde r and 
Sexual Orif' ntation in thf' \\'orkpla e.'' 

T Dr. A. S. Nobel T Ellen A. Mahony, M.D. 
Cosmetic and Plastic Surgery Psychothera~ 

Specialized in Treatment 
of Gender lndentity Disorders (TYffS) 

Individuals 

683 Donald Dr. 
Bridgewater. NJ 08870 

Marriage & Family 
Groups 

Insurance Accepted 

(908) 722-9884 
Fax : (908) 722-0666 
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KimA.Toro 
Cosmetic/Clinical Director 

Mercy Wellness Center 
Junctions of At. 476 & At. 3 
2010 West Chester P ike 
Havertown , PA 19083 

Tel: 610-971-1717 
Fax: 610-853-7854 



Trn11sge11rler Co1111111111ity News, Vol.13, No. I 

Greetings. girl fri<> ncls! \ Yeltouw to 
the last yenr of' thr 20th century! I 
don·t know about you, but r·m excited 
lik<> you woulcln °t bf'lievr to be dosing 
i11 on the n e 11· millf'nnium, something 
that cloesn·t happen eve1y day. Y2K be 
clamnrcl! Ancl since I don ·1 figure 0 11 

lw ing around in 2099, J mean to e11joy 
this ew•nt! You should too! I'm sure 
i t'II be great! 

1ow. on to shorping stuff. Every 
now and then , I get email from folks 
ll'ho ask about places to shop for the 
taller girl. As you well know from past 
rants, thc majority of' clothes 011 the 
markct todav are tailored for women 
11 0 taller tha'n five foo t seven, leaving 
tall women (and tall crossdressers) 
prctty much out in thf' cold. However, 
that trend has changed of late as 
designers have come to realize that 
women are tallr r and have demanded 
dothes that will fit them. 

And that's the crux of this month's 
column. J've done some sean.:hing 
around, mainly online, and have come 
up with some resources for the verti­
cally OV!"rabundant. or course, 
Pe nney's is at the top of my list. For 
years, it has l>een, and continues to 
b<>, my prima1y resource for clothing 
which is both stylish and functional. 
They have a sp~cifk catalog just £or 
tails (1-800-322-1189) that has a large 
selection of cL·esses, suits, pants, jeans, 
blazers, and coats. 

Next is Extreme Le ngths out of 
Babylon, New York (l-800-291-6604 
or ww1\'.extremelengths.com) which 
features a very nice collection of 
trendy dresses, jackets, pants, and 
jeans with inseams up to 36 inches. 
·tops, sweaters (both with longer 

sleeves and bodices) and swimsuits in 
sizes from 6 to 22. The company has 
decent prices, offers gift certificates 
and has secure on line ordering, along 
with mail, phone and fax. They accept 
Mastercard, Visa, Discover and Amex. 

One interesting company J recently 
found online is The Long Tall 
Clothing Company (www.longtall­
c.:lothing.com.nu/index.htm) out of 
Australia. Founded by a six foot two 
CG named Sue, Long Tall carries a 
wide variety of clothing for tall girls 
from 5-9 to an astonishing 6-9, with 
converted U.S. sizes from 4 to 22, fea­
turing pants with inseams from 36 to 
40 inches. They also offer sizing 
charts and free postage to anywhere 
in th!" world. 

Long Tall offers stylish clothing for 
casual wear, the office and evenings 
out and has a rather interesting online 
catalog, similar to their hard copy ver­
sion , but if you click on the selected 
garment, you get a larger, higher reso­
lution pie of the item in question 
along with all the pertinent info (col­
ors, sizes, price) on said item. The 
company has secure online ordering 
with Mastercard, Visa and Amex, and 
purchases get youl2 months worth of 
new catalogs. 

As I've mentioned here several 
times before, Sears (l-800-944-3671) 
offers a fair selection of tall clothing; 
mainly suits, pants, jeans, blazers, and 
three piece wnrdrobers. Other compa­
nies I've found for tall clothing that 
currently don't have websites are 
Long Elegant Legs (l-800-344-
2235), Tall Classics ( 1-800-345-1958) 
and The Height of Fashion 0-800-
888-6HEIGHT). Call and ask for cat-
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a logs from thf'Sf' companies so you 
can see what they havi> to offer. 

Also. a good icle>a wo11ld lie> to 
ch<'ck tlw " 'omrn ·s Apparel Sl'dio11 of 
your loml YPllow Pagps ror shops tl1at 
spPciali7.<' in tall dotliing. \\ 'hill' 
thpy're not <>xal'tly prolific (C:asE> in 
point: in th<' Philly ar<'a, th0rc- ar<-' 
only thn·0 such shops listf•d in the 
phone book) si n('C' cloth ing i~ still tai­
lored mainly for women no tallf'r than 
5-7. I'm sure' there's bound to hf' at 
least one of two tall wom:111 shops or 
boutiques in your ar0a. So. lr t yonr 
11ngers do the' walking. 

Lastly, herr's an interesting tidbit 
for you to digest. In the Olemher 
1998 issue of Cos11wp11/it1111. there was 
a little piece about the latest innol'a­
tion in hosiery, callee! "hosiery that 
heals." What I'm talking about here is 
pantyhose from Linda Allard/Ellen 
Tracy (Satin Microfiber, $1:3.50). 
Hanes (Smooth Illusions Revitalizing. 
$9.95), No Nonsense (Renew. $4.49) 
and Victoria's Secre t (Pulse Points. 
SJ2-l4) that claims to jump-start cir­
culation. cure leg fatigue and promote 
general w!"l l b<>ing. 

In that ve1y same issue. therE> was a 
full page ad from Hanes on their 
"prescription pantyhose" which were 
designed with the help of a medical 
expert to promotP daily leg health and 
wellness, protect against swelling. 
enhance skin tone and deliver a 
refreshing, massaging effect. Since 
Hanes is my hosiery brand of choice. 
I' ll buy a pair to tt)'. el'en though ten 
bucks is a bit much to shell out fo r 
hosie1y. I' ll tty 'em out and giw you a 
full report next month or so. 

\Veil, thnfs it for now. I'll have lots 
of good stuff to share with you in the 
months to come as we close in on the 
year 2000. As always, my electronic 
mailbox is open for your comments. 
tips and opinions at .. 
■@voicenet.com>, or by 
snail mail to the Renaissance • 
National office (address on 
on page two). Until next 
month, be smart, buy 
smait and look smart! 
Happy shopping. sisters! 
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Organization Lisfing 
• Transgcnclcr Health Action Coalition (T-HAC): T hl' 

Tnlllsgendt•r lnliJl'mation and PPer Counselin!( Hot line is now 
lwlpin~ to St'IYP tlw 1wnl~ of the greater Philadt·lpltia Transgeml('r 
community. Tlw hotli1w operntes every Monday ~and Thmsday 
from (i to 10 p.m. Call: (215) 732-1207. Organiwtional meetings of 
the an• hr ld 011 tlw second and limrth Thursdays of each month 
f'ro111 X to H:30 p.m. on tht' fim1th lloor of tll(' \\·ashington \\'p~t 
Ortkes. 120 I J ,o<.·ust St. Phil a. PA. All are \H'lcrnne to attPnd. 

• ActionAJDS: Support groups and irtli>1·ni.1tio11 for fllV+ pt·o­
p le in thl' Philad,·lphia ar(;'a. 215-~)81-0088 li1r gerwn,l inform;1tion. 
Sp011sor P,L~sagt:'s. a suppo1t group for gc•ndt·r varian t p('opl<,. Call 
215-91\ 1-:1:34\l li,r Pa,sagps information. 

• William \ l\'ay Lesh illn, Gay, Bi, TG Community C,•nlcr, 
t-.l:111~· programs and diwrsion~ for tlw LCBT cornrn1111 ity in 
Philadelphia. For info on 11p<:orning en•nts call 215-7:32-2220. 

• Community Alliance of Transsexuals (CATS): TS support 
group that nwets in l3urlin)..>ton County. P\\' Jem-y. 215-5.'3fi-J201) 

• The Attic: Center for gay. lesbian. hisexual and TC youth 
agPs 12 to 23 in Philadelphia. 215-.545-4:331. 

• Phila. TS Support Group: 4 p. m. tlw first Saturday l'\'t'JV 

111011th at 120 l Locust Street 215-483-7fi47. 
• [nte ,·sexed Issues: Hawn Kaldera. Amhoyz I ntl'rsexnl 

Liason. Cauldron farm. 12 Simon<.! Hill Road. IluhharLL~ton, MA. 
() l452. \:l71H/21,-4l98. c,1uldro11@11et I pl11s.t·c>111 

• FTM and SOFFA. Issues (including lnlc rscA): Ga•)' 

Bo\\'l'II, Coordinator-in-diiel'. P O Box 1118. Elkton, MD. 21H2:2-
l l 18 . ..t [().::Jg2,.:3640. transman@nl'tgsi.<.:om. UR L:httpJ/www.1wt­
g~i .com/-li~t\\'rangJ.,,. 

We're Here When 
You Need Us ... 

DER 
AL 

CARE 

• facial femininazation 
• body contouring 

Sheila Kirk, M.D. 
J. William Futrell, M.D., Ernest Manders, M.D. 
412.781.1 092, Email: TSMC@aol.com 
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TransEssex Jntcrnational is a British-based voluntary 
self-help network dedicated to serving the needs of 

Transvestites, Transsexuals, 
their families and friends. 

It hosts the UK's biggest monthly TVffS group party. 
runs friendly HelpLi ne services and publishes a wealth 

of useful information. 
For a full info-pack and sample copy of the world's 

best transgender magazine. send a sterling 
International Money Order for £!0.00 lo: 

TransEssex International (RI), PO Box 3, Basildon, 
Essex SS14 JPT, United Kingdom. 

••• colour pictures 
••• stories ••• personal 

profiles ••• contacts ••• heauty 
e,11ures ••• medical and ,,~ 

legal updates. .,♦;," \\ 

In fact it's the brightest, liveliest \ . , , J 
read for the whole transgender • • .:.;~ ~ 

community. families and friends. 1/ 

Our informntion is posted in a plai11 broll'n d . ·. " · · 

envelope. Your enquiry will be lumdle,/ . , ~ -· • • 
promptly and you won't be contacted f11rtl1e, :;;, , . ": 
1111/ess \'(Ill ask. .,, • 

• ---

To all Chapters and Affiliates: 
If you h~tve any special events or 
programs you wish to publicize, 
please inform the Editor at least 
one month prior to the event so 

.it can be mentioned in 
Ne·ws & Views. 

Va.r&1,, :r, / " , 
~0ld" 

Large Selection 
Rene of Paris, Henry Margu, Eva Gabor, 

Dolly Parton and more. Complete privacy. 
Call.for appointment 

610-446-0799 
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TG Community Calendar 
LOCAL RENAISSANCE 
CHAPTERS/AFFil.J.ATES­
JANUARY 

2: Lnwer Susquehmma Vallry, NC'w 
Jersey Suppo11 

9: Le-high Valley. Dela\\~u·e 
16: Great<>r Ph~adelphia 
23: Monmouth/Oe-X',m Tnms Gender 

JANUARY H.l99 
1.5 -17: The 2nd Regional 

Organizing Conference deroted to 
the concerns of the Latino/a 
Le$bian. Gay. Bisexual & 
TransgPrHlf'r C:omm11nity. Hostos 

Corn 111 11nity Collegi>, lpw York 

City. For more i11fon11ntion . c,111: 212 

614-2949 or e lllail us l\t: <pa[uera­
p:1l@aol.com>. 

21 - 24: First Event_ hosted by the 
Tiffany Club of cw England, Im:. at 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel in \\'oburn , 
Massachusetts. Contnct: Telephone: 
781-891-9:325. tanswerecl live 
Tuesdays 7-10 PM), or by e-mail at 
<fi rstf'vent99@tn1e.org>. 

24: Christian Retreat at Fi rst 
EYent. This retreat is being coor­
din,,tecl by Ms. Diane Zahn and Ms. 
Jennifer- of the Tiffany Club of 

1ew England. Space for only about 
20 people is available. Contact: Diane 
Zahn. - @sprynet>. or 
J<"nnift>r -

@conc<"ntric.net>. 

FEBRUARY 1999 
13: Max l3<"11 of the A.C.L.U. will 

speak at the Rrnaissance Delaware 
chapter on the law and how it de.als 
with transgenderC"cl people. Contact 
Renaissance Delaware at 302-376-
1990 or by email to 
- @aol.com>. 

MARCH 1999 
3-16: DignityCmise XIon the M.u-co 

Polo from Sydney, Austmlia to Cai.ms. 
Contact Cruises Inc.: Barbara Arendt at 
800- 621-6600 or Mike Si..tm at 800-818-
78.'})_ 

5 - 7: O:msh1.teting Q-mmunitit>s: Tht> 
tQ(.).} Southeastem Lesbian. Cay. Bisexual, 
and Tmnsgender College Conference 
at Duke Unj\,-ersity. Date: March 5-7, 1009. 
Site: Terry Sanford Institute of Public 
Polic.:y, Duke University. 

17-21: IFGE Convention. "Standing 
Unit('(]", 13th Annual Convention and TG 
I kalth & \ \'elL1ess Confer!:"nce. hosted by 
Th!:' Blue Grn.ss Belles, Cioe Enterp1ise-S, 
P.O. Box 61, Ea.ston, PA 18044-0061. 
PhonC": 610-759-2347, t>mai.l: 

j@aol.com>. 

APRIL 1999 
8-10: Pride and prejudice: The 5th 

Annual Sympositun on Lesbirn1, Gay, 
Bisexual and TI-ansgender Issues, 
University of Rhocle Island. lnqui..ties can 
be made by phone at 401-874-2101, or 

email at <silvadel@aol.com>. 

MAY 1999 
13-15: Trans-Ame1ica Transgmck>r 

O;nferenc:e, CharlottP, 01th Carolina. 
Call 704~531-9988 for i..tuo. 

22 • 25: O wfomia Drem11in' '99. AirTel 
Plaza Hotel & Confere1we Cent<"r in \ 1,'111 

Nuys, CA Contact PPOOCali.fomia 
Dre.mnin' at P.O. Box 1088, Yorba Linch. 
CA Phone 714- 28 l-0271. (Voice Mail), 
714- 281-0371 (Fax), e-111~ 
<PPOC@aol.c'Om> or 
<Drf'amin96@aol.mm>. or ,~sit 011 r web­
site at 
<http://www.fla~h.net/-dhome/cadrearni.t1> 

JUNE 1999 
2-6: 17th Annual Be-All. Radisson 

Hotel in Cleveland, Ohio. Any question E­
mai.l Susie - or phone her at 330-

- · 
AUGUST 1999 

17-22: H.u1y Beujmni.t1 l11temational 
Gender Dysph01ia Assoc'iation, Inc .. 
London, Enghu1d. Contact: Bean 
Robinson, 1300 South 2nd Sh-ef't, Sst, 
Suite 180, Mi..tmeapolis, M 55454. 
Phone: 612-625-1500 (rec.-eptionist). 612-
624-8078 (voice mail), 612-626-8311 (fax) 
or email to <robin009@gold.tc.umn.edu> 

Greater Philadelphia Chapter Sets New Fee Schedule 
As of Janua1y"s meeting of the 

Greater Philadelphia Chapter, we 
need to ask our members to help sup­
port the chapter by paying an annual 
clues of $20.00. 

You will find the forms for this at 
the Janumy meeting. lf you don't find 
them, ask Viv or Joanne - and 
they will see that you get the nece~­
sary forms. 

In addition, there will be a $5.00 
ff'f' at the door for members, and a 

$10.00 fee at the door for non-mem­
bers. GPC members· significant oth­
ers will be admitted free, while non 
members· significant others will be 
asked to pay an additional $5.00. 

As you can easily see, it is to every­
one's advantage to join the chapter. 
Not only will the chapter be solvent 
and able to pay our expenses, but, it 
will cost you $40.00 less each year. 

With the money we will receive 
from memberships and door fees, we 
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will be paying: the rent, buying the 
food for each meeting, publishing the 
monthly Lihe,ty Belles newsletter, and 
providing a program for each meet­
ing, which of course helps us all. 
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Pre-Op TS Wins Right To Medicaid 
Funding for SRS 

]11 wlrnt has been ternlC'd a victory 

for the transgt"ncler communitv. ,\ pre­

opPrati\'!" t nmss<'xual has won thC' 
right to proc.:Ped with l itigation against 

tlie State of Iowa for denying 
M l:'dit·aid benE'fits for sex rC'assigu­
ment surgf>ry. 

District J 11dgP BP1111ctt held that a 

mntNial q11<'stio11 of fact f'x ist~ as to 

,l'hether S<'X rf>assignmf'nt snrge,y is a 

nwclical ly necessary treat1110nt l<ir 

gender dysphoria and wlietiwr the 
Io"~' Department of l l uman SP1vk-cs 

made a renS\)nnble det·isio11 in deny­
ing the bC'ndhs b~· rcl~ti11g 0 11 a r<'port 

prompting it to sprcific-ally exd11de 

:;ud1 surgt'ry fro111 fu11cli11g. 

Tlw rnlC's go\'C'rt1ing the Iowa 

~IPdicaid prograrn \\'f'rP dmngPd in 

1994 to sppcifkally <'Xdnde sex reas-

sig1rn1€'nt su rgr1y. In May of 1997, 
plaintiff John Smith sued the Stat(' of 
Iowa, daiming it violatr·d tl1t" f<:'d<:'ral 
Meclic:aid statute by ci<'nying him cov­

E' rage for SRS. Smith claimed thf' 
arhitrnry 11atnrf' 0 1 the> clf'ninl violated 

his 14th Arnendtllent right to clue 

process. 

I n consi1lNing tlw rnNits of the 

case. tl,e court f'xamined wlwtlwr 

th t>r<' is a genuine qu0stion or fo<:t as 

to whcthrr sex rC'nssignn1c-nt SLtrg<:-•) ' 

is a rn0clically necessary trentmt'n t for 

"gC'nclc-r dysphoria. •• Iowa c:onlendecl 

that Mc-elk-aid cloe.s not r<?quire lhf' 

State to provide S111itl1 all possihk 

11 redirnlly ll<'ccssary tr0atmc•nts t ur­

rently m•nilable, hut may place appro­
priate limits on the t~vr of tr0atrnents 
offered. 
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Testimony of Smith's doctor per­
s11aclr cl the court to find I hat such a 

fjll<'Stion o f foet C'xists. stating that 
thos<• cliagnosPd wi th !-(encl0r d~•spho­

ri:\. sud 1 as Smith, i1np1·ov0 with SC'X 

rf',\ssignmt> tlt sm gf'r;· and not psy­
c hotlwrnpy and thM SC'X rPassignment 

s11rg1·1y is a mC'dically ncc<'s~arY trC'al­
tnc-nt for s11<:11 a conclit iott. 

Although Smith is still biolo1;ically 

a woman, tht" court s howed .surprising 
snpport by reft'rri11g lo hi11 1 i 11 the 

111a.sculi11 t· and by his psP1Hlo11ym 

thro11gliout its opinion. 




