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JANE ELLEN FAIRFAX
Chair, Board of Directors
The Society for the Second Self, Inc.
8880 Bellaire B2 STE. 104
Houston, Texas 77036

January 27, 1997

vear xatny NI

Please find enclosed a response from Carol Beecroft, Executive Director of
Tri-Ess, and me addressing the problem of support for Tri-Ess International
in Nu Phi Chi Chapter. As you will see, this letter is an invitation for Nu

THE SOCIHETY FOR TIHE SECOND SELF, INC.

Carol Beecroft
Executive Director

P.0. Box 194

Tulare, California 93275

Jane Ellen Fairfax

Chair, Tri-Ess Board of Directors
8880 Bellaire B2, STE 104

Houston, Texas 77036 104

Dear Sisters of Nu Phi Chi:

"You can’t make me join anything!” cried forty sisters of Nu Phi Chi. ~We'll tell our friends about
the group, and even mail its outreach literature, at our cost, to anyone who asks. But we have a
problem with your policy that we all pay dues. Members should have the option as to whether they

should contribute financially to the group. Several have opted to do so. We ' ve talked it over,

however, and decided that we will not pay dues to Nu Phi Chi. That will probably not change. It

Phi Chi to realize its full potential as a Tri-Ess chapter. is up to you, the leaders of Nu Phi Chi, whether we stay part of the group.”

We invite the
chapter to come aboard and be a part of the ever-strengthening network of
::giég’;g:ifg::g :::;:ort Tri-Ess 1s building for heterosexual crossdressers As loyal supporters of Nu Phi Chi, how does the above scenario make you feel? How would you

: relate to the sentiments of these sisters? Should the group alter its membership policies in order to

retain them? As you read the rest of the this letter, try to put yourselves in the place of your Tri-
Ess leadership and understand our feelings.

We respectfully request that you disseminate this letter as an inclusion with
your next regular newsletter, treating

! it just as you would any other
communication meant directly for your members.

Please find enclosed also a copy of the first issue of the FEMME MIRROR
published by Tau Chi Chapter in 1989, and a copy of the latest issue. It is
one thing to write about all the improvements in Tri-Ess services, but we

would like your members to actually hold these issues in their hands and see
the progress we have made.

This letter is an exposition of facts, and an invitation to become an integral part of a team - an
increasingly powerful network of education, support, and advocacy on behalf of crossdressers and
their loved ones. We would like you 1o understand where Tri-Ess is, and how it got there.

S Please make these issues available as an exhibit
at the meeting when Judy Daniels visits, or when you consider your response

Recently, a Tri-Ess sister said she is especially moved to work in Tri-Ess because it accomplishes s
to the enclosed invitation. Thank you so much for your kind consideration.

much with so little. Because of its all-volunteer leadership, Tri-Ess is indeed very efficient in
managing its resources. Such an organization, however, entails certain problems. For most of our
members crossdressing is less a priority than job and family considerations. It takes time to

develop a sufficient staff, and one must be careful about handing out pink slips. If the organization
has to fight from behind, heaven help it!

Your Sister,

2 V) .,

Jane Ellen Fairfax

Chair, Tri-Ess Board
of Directors

That is what happened to Tri-Ess. In the aftermath of the sudden expansion resulting from the
Donahue Show, and Carol Beecroft’s serious accident, Tri-Ess established a Board of Directors.
When the Board surveyed the situation, it realized Tri-Ess was in trouble. Poor communication an«
irregular membership services caused by inadequate staffing had resulted in declining membership,
and apathy in the chapters. Faced with the urgent need for action, the Board established priorities

and set about building a Tri-Ess of which its members and chapters could be proud.
JEF: 1w
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Page Two

Over the last several years the leadership has dramatically upgraded membership services. Such
Mlagship publications as the MIRROR and the Membership Directory. were delegated to the chapters.
Not only has Tuu Chi Chapter doubled the content of the MIRROR. it has also dramatically
increased its quality (Please see exhibit at your chapter meeting). Under

the auspices of Chi Chapter the Directery hax underyone a similar upgrade in both quantity and
quality. New membership services such as the Big Sister and Pen Pal programs now reach out o
sisters in isolation. Our supporters have responded. Membership now standys at an all-time high.
Building on its fumily-oriented vision, Tri-Esx pioneered by integrating partners of crossdressers
into the community (and took the resulting heat!) To give them a forum Tri-Exs started publishing
the guarterly SWEETHEART CONNECTION newsteter.  In 1992 Tri-Esy founded the very successful
Spouses” and Partners’ International Conference for Education (S.P.1.C.E.), an annual convention
that has already renewed many relationsiups.  All this Tri-£5s huy done without raising dues one
penny! Please evaluate the enclosed summary of the Tri-Ess philosophy and programs and compare

it with any other value available in the transgender community. We've worked our hearts out for
you. HMave we not earned your support?

Yes, Tri-Lyy does provide a lot for littde cost. 1o be productive, however, our discusyion must
transcend questions of "What's in it for me?” or “Whao does what for whom?™ The relevant
yuestions are. ruther, "What can we do together?”, and. on a level closer to home, "What do |
want Nu Phi Chi to be?” Tri-Ess iy in the process of galvanizing ity chapters into a cohesive
partnership grounded on a common vision and purpose. Not lony ayo, the Internal Revenue Service
granted Tri-Exy statuy as a tax-exemplt non-profit corporation under Article SO1 C-3 of the 1ax code.
Already Tri-Ess has established funds to further outreach and research. Membership contributions
have funded outreach booths at the conventiony of The National Council on Family Relations, the
Association of Family-Based Services, AASECT, and the National Association of Social Workery.
We are searching for new applications of our 501 C-3 by which we can educate, support and serve.
Plans ure underway. but we prefer to talk of solid accomplishments rather than make promises.

One thing is, however, certain. The end result of this effort will mean a lot more to our chapters
than pennies on u pizza.

We invite Nu Phi Chi to he a part of this dynamic team. We do expect all our chapters to be team
players. We cannot make exceptions. To permit yome chapters to ride the sled while others pull it,
is not fuir. We must all pull together. Every non-supportive teammate saps our strength a little.
Haow can anyone be part of the team if she does not receive the signals, the publications hy which
Tri-Exy and ity members communicate? Qur membership requirement is eminently reasonable; most

Page Three

You will continue to receive frequent communications Jrom your International. Why not see what
happens when you communicate back? Don't let us tef] you; let us show you. Our yoals and focus
are the sume.  Let uy strengthen your resources, as you strengthen ours. If you become really a
part of vur network, you will find new [riends and allies who will help hring to fulfillment the work
you have so nobly begun. Come further up and further in. Join us heart and soul,

and take
place with pride in your Tri-Ess family. your

How dv you get there? Judy - our Director fur Chapter Membership and Support, would
like 1o visit you. Invite her, and schedule a meeting in a room with a speaker phone. If y.()u have
any questions or anything to share, our representative (June) will be here Jor you, and will accept a
collect call. The speaker phone will enable everyone 1o hear the dialogue. You will hear from those
who will not accept the membership policy. and who will threaten to leave the group if it is put in;::

effect.  Listen to all viewpoints with your hearts as well ay your eurs, and discern. Then decide
whether our destinies will diverge or entwine.

Sincerely,

77 -;'o/g '/’56 ‘é’\‘(%{‘.

Carol Beecroft
Executive Director

e & Tl

June Ellen Fairfux
Chair, Tri-Ess Bourd of
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This is to notify you of a down size
version of a BE-ALL convention to be
ileld this September in Pittsburgh Pa.

Unlike the larger event, this
event 1s 1004 public and is limited
to a group of aprox. 25 people,
sclected on a first come basis. It is
geared more for those that are already
comfortable at being themselves in a
public setting, and those who also are
ready to go beyond the closit ouF‘s,
AND, it is the only way that societly
can begin to see how harmless we are.

Passing is a NON ISSUE in this event,
BUT, your_behavior and attitude ig
crutial in order to be an ACCEPTABLE
PERSON in Public. For this reason,
minimal requirements are necessary to
be known about the participants, and
are described on the Requirements
page of this notice.

The goal is to treat others with
respect and dignity, and expect nothing
nore in return. It is your "PRESENT-
ABILITY" and decoreum at all times
that will ultimately win a tolerateing
acceptance of us, NOT the abllity to
PaSsAyourself off as a Woman or
something that you are not.

We all want to simply be free to
express ourselves in a manner that
has almost been like a second naturs
to most of us, and it's time more of
this sort of thing becomes more
arfordibly availiable to those like
us.

le hope you agree and are intrested

in our event.

NESERVATIONS
AND
ACCOMODATIONS

The Motel I have selected is easy
to find right off of exit L of the
PA. Turnpike, aprox. %hrs drive from
down town. The rooms I requested in
our block should contain a kitchenette,
with 2 large beds, with a $L9.0C per
night fee-,dubble or single.
Total L day room fee..$220.C0 tax inc.

Travel expenses and breakfast cost's
are not included in this breakdown,
liowever their are LOTS of resterants
and places to get fuel and any other
needs near by.

I will send you a reservatiensheet
from the Motel with your responce.

The only real reservation that you
w111 need to have other than the
“otel, will be for the Friday Dinner
Grulse ticket. this MUST be made by
you in order to hold a seat with our
proup together. The Clipper we will
ho on is the Largest in their fleet,
and can hold over 500 passangers.
"any times wedding partys or other
zompany functions buy up hundreds o
seats at a time. So waiting till the
lagt minute is not reccomended.

This is the type of Event that
many of us have always dreemed about
doing, and the last 2 that I have
put together went smoothly, without
any feared insodents that most of us

e Aleant . Thia arant 31T anstnalleg
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EVENT SCHEDULE

Wed. Sept. 10, Afternoon arrival

settle in get acquainted, dinner
at local resterante and later to
night spot...  aprox. $20,00

Thur. Sept. 1l.Car Pool at Neon to

Ross Park Mall for shoping.
aprox. splurge.. $30,00
Dinner at OLD COUNTRY BUFFET,
Home cooking...aprox. $10.00
"METROPOLE" Night spot, Altntv,
Night... Drinks. $15.00

Fri, Sept. 12, Car Pool at Noon to

Point Park for casual strolling,
Blockhouse Museum, down town
brouseing or overlook view of
City from Mt. Washington.
aprox. $15.00
Gateway Clipper Dinner Cruise,
Boards &:00 Pi. Sails 7:C0 til1
103:C0.
Pre-paid reservation, $30.00
Dequesne Incline, Historic ride
to overlook of City by Night,
Memorables.. aprox, $10.00

Sat. Sept. 13. Car Pool at Noon to

Carnegi Museum, Large Placs,

5:00 P closeing.... $10.0C
.Allegheny Brewsry for Dinner.
Lively place that is actually a
Brewery too, with entertainment.
Dinner & drinks,.. $20.00
Other Night spot also if desired,
called "Rusty Nail®™,. $10.00

Sun. Sept. 1lL. Good by's and early
Depart, CR, Trip to LARGE near buy

Flea Market... spend..$20,00

Aprox. event spend.. $205.00
A T
Aprox. room fea.. $220.00

Aprox. event total.. 8L25.co

«+SEPTEMBER®*

10th-13th

Sponsored By

g{rawﬂasvizxpnss

. is.required, along with a Femme Photo
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REQUIREMENTS /

If you are not already acquainted
with TRAVELERS EXPRESS, a brief
personal profile and OUT experience

so I know who you are. If you have
been to one betors, or know theag
already, a simple request and Y
described on the last section is all
that is necessary. This event i3 to

inhance your own confidence and have
fun, just being your compleate self.

Your selection of attire MUST BE
within good taste for that location,
to be visited. We ars NOT out to
demand attention, demonstrate for
special recognition,or SHOCK the
Public in any way or form. It is mors
aimed to BLEND IN WITH the Public,
but if we are recognized as guy's,
itts an even better way for the
people who do see us, to understand
that we are NO THREAT to their way of]
life at all.

All day events will begin at NOOW,
when we will depart by Car Pooling,
in which we are all expected to chip
in for the drivers fuel expence.

You MUST get back to me with a
larger self addressed stamped enveloy
so I can gsend you a more detailed
breakdown and maps to this event,
as well as needed reservation
information that you are required to
handle on your own,

This Event is realitively inexpensi
and you can select which part or dayg
you may or may not be intrsstegd. in.

Hopefully we can have more § = 3
and S/0's join us this year,

TRAVELERS EXPRESS ,
is a non-profit loosly organized |
club of mostly maleg presenting
themselves in a mors detailed
"feminine™ image. We are NOT Drag
Queens, NOR, are we "erogs” or "tran
any mores than many

! wemen of today
could be considered ag such. We as

mpeogernate

DRESSERS™ are mearly out doing what
1, 3 o
we have always liked th ¢y, and ars

hurting no one.
. We are not a dateing service, nor
involved in this for intentiong of
sex. We expect thosa among us to
conduct themselves in a dignified
manner at all times, and enjoy ihe
company in being out among friends.

All requests to join this event
must be sent to the below address
with femme photo and profile, PLUS a
S.A.S.E. with a.55¢ stamp on the
L1 1/8 x 9% in. envelope to the addre:
below.

We hope you can join us. Please
contact us A.S.A.P. to recieve your
follow up info, befors the 1i;
number of abtendants is £11]edf
Come out and enjoy the compleasd
without guilt or shame.

— -
‘g jravelers” f xprass
PO Box 150

Fite Craol Dy tTagn






