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Seattle Counseling Serwce
celebrates thirty years

by Matthew McQuilkin
Staff Writer

Seatlle Counseling Service for
Sexual Minorities, the irst service
of it kind in the United States, is
celebrating its thirtieth anniver-
sary for the month of October.
They will be having a specific
celebration called the “Fall Ferry
Swing Flingon October 22, held
on The Skansonia on Lake Wash-
inglon. Said Executive Director
Ann McGettigan, the invitations
they sent out said fo RSVP by
October 1, but they were not able
10 send them out until Wednesday
(September 29), so an RSVP is
Rot necessary until October 15.
In addition to the raffle, auc-
dswing there will

their own,inan effort
mncnlucmswryc(Swm:Coun-
s to this point. In
2aditon, aid Galloway, “Wejust
wanted to make sure we're not
missing anyone in our celebra-

Service be-
gan in 1969 with Ihr:mm\c of Se-

sity of Washington, In

view with the History Project, he.
said he got s0 many calis from
people wanting (o talk 1o him af-
ter word got out about this study,
that someone suggested (0 him
tha he start

‘e history boards on display, rep-
resenting different five-year peri-
‘odsin the life of SCS with photo-
graphs and personal anecdotes.
SCS Director of Development
Jeannie Galloway has been work-
ing with the Northwest Lesbian
and Gay Historv Museum Project

Deisher told the History
Project, I wrote Reed Erickson,”
from the Erickson Foundation,
“and I told him essentially that [
was getting a lot of calls from
people and 1 just wondered what
the possibility would be of seiting
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'Northwest AIDS Walk meets its goals

by Matthew McQuilkin
ff Wite

responsive to the changes, and

Last Sunday approximatcly

west AIDS Foundaton o con-
sider it

Seatile 1o take part in the thir-
teenth annual Northwest AIDS
k. With a new starting and

Saturday
(September 25), szmo 000 had
been turned in.

“That puts us right on tarpet

hosted the event; Regence
BlucShield; and KUBE 93 FM.
NWAF Executive Director Terry
Stone was presented with a
$15,000 check from the radio

station.
Jean Enersen then introduced




later and stayed there for two more years.
“Iwasaround inthe wings afer 1 lef,” she
said, “but | was exhausted.” Michelle
Munro, the current Associate Direetor,

gery, but in that time they have no identifi-
cation—such things asresumes had to siay
inthe name of the opposite gender. She said
people were forced into prostitution in or-

nity,

der to support themselves in that time, and
they -

ket

e i, Somenon suggrsied e g
ind SCS asked her to

had fallen through the cracks.”
Lason helpd et upthei gende pro-
grow

Transition and Identity Counselor Marsha
Botzer;of the Ingersoll Gender Center, was
aiso involved with SCS in the late seve
ties. “Seatile has progressed some,” said
Larson. “Some of the things we did then,
egearinaiics can do pow™

‘Afew things were tred n the ealy years
‘while Larson was there which werea't uli-
mately successful. She said they tried a Fl
ing Squad: “They would goout n the middle
of the night, find you in despair and help
o vl you s ok Thie St bt
Very long because it was 0 taxing on the
Volnteets, “We wers offeng 4 o 8 time
‘when just being gay was a crisis,” she said.

‘Afer the help line was established, SCS
‘moved on into more services, eventuall
becoming a drop-in place where free indi-
vidual counseling could be found. “We be-
came in a way like a community center,”
said Jeannic Galloway. ere really
doing some pioneering work hert in Se-
attle.” By the time Arleen Nelson, who cur-
reatly works at SCS and started in 1979,
came on board, there were only three of
four paid staff members and 20 volunteers.

“I'm very proud 1o be a part of this
agency,” said Nelson, “because it has becn
able 1o sustain itself through a lot of
changes.” From 1979 to 1989 Nelson con-
tracted her services with SCS, sometimes
paid and sometimes volunteer. n 1989 she

» g bt Connections ro-

AIDS WALK

continued from cover

Serwecc. She said that as a :Ivmu] social

time," said Chips. She.
aidsuccescancaly b claimed whe “ev-

worke, uld be the
k3 6ol gty profision wn my

need to serve a community where | had a
particular passion. When | found out sbout

“This year the Walk also honored the
Noble Effot team, currently the second-

my y 2y,
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered persons
‘meed advocates, people 1o stand up and say
St i i f gt
nn McGettigan, who
as Exscuiive Dissctor of Seale Rape
R:hel for ten years bfore bein hird at
, “thirty years of his-
g a0 years of people’s lives be-
ing touched. There's a lot of people in this
community stretching across the country
who have been touched by us.” She said
that now, they have about 20 paid staff
members and around 40 volunteers. “We
have these broad mental health services,
she said, “but we have focuses on youth,
elders, HIV/AIDS, domestic violence and
mu-l asaul,”andshe sid her is s 3

highest fund rising “Friends and Family™
in the . Walki

Stage (o helphim. everyone in
the crod-lblhlpulm next 0 them

refer.
rippb g charged.” All
of their staff are Masters-level therapists,

ind they nd

Ton, 1owait: “Not long."
T el nd welwalk, nd we'l
vall” .‘,‘nﬂm'llhnlmum"

a psychiatrist on staff.

for the future, said McGetigan, she
would like 10 see more diversity in their
funding. “Being in the system has meant

“How g il Ron s alk?"

Walkers at NW AIDS WALK.

\nd aftera

hile pl

\hnﬂ vi dm mv-lk was m*'

Knx‘xxd said that p:rrp)t had a very

’ve done
wcll 10 stay afloat” She also said that “I'py

‘we look in the community
Peopledon’

for the am,u e iy felt it would be

ion at the
rermaions Foustain. “Aiastion 0d be.
come mot

e focused,” she said, because
s y

Il three of

1 don'tknow whatssil]
needed. |

their A|D[xognms Jyhcieney b pe
soas with AIDS; crisis intervent

for persons. ith HIV (oot of which
still exist but are now one program); and
providing oversight for HIV testing coun
selors at Seattle Gay Clinic.

Netson got involved because of her son
telling her he was Gay. “I started becoming
involved in one way or another in work and
activites as a supporter of the cav commu

Sho iso said, | ally hink SCS Sks gem
that has really yet to be discover

Jeannic Galloway said that lh(y encour.
age readers of SGN 1o talk to them if they
have any personal anecdotes of their own
outthe thinty-year bisiory of Seale
Counseling Services, because it might be
pot ino thei sy Anyone with

y o M'Mmd)‘uﬂnﬂ;
we gor y realy positive,” sai
uw-n-ly va

think |lmmﬂ1“‘“"‘7
e e e etumed hy were
mum.mmmm-ndw'““!
Swingers, performing 00 the same sage

Accoxdag o NWA Direcioof Dovelop-
e and Marketing Lee Heck, responses
“Overwhelmingly pusmv:, Hewd
Jome of thethings people s3
dmkd big block party;™ “x (uunl at-
here;” and “very intimate.”
“It had a better community feel,” said
Heck. “One of our goals was to

where
the flag paviion (with €3ch flag pole wav-

e e o e ew

ing Pride flags)

‘was much closer, and much more focused
on the stage.” He said feedback about the




continued fom Page 17
i e spreads AIDS and other

diseases, and fmposes huge health costs
onallof us” as well as

The initiative also holds that “in the
ington, including all politi-

fons... minority status does

d thus

Seeking to “save the public a grueling,
possibly harmful debate over what are
clearly unconstitutional proposals,” attor-

WACttold

-peml lega ightsand privieges,under

S s S

the Seattle Gay News that the group op-
posed

grades egitimate protection forindiid:

com legiaation. Funhcr, the State may.
fo “that has the

Thnugh State Civil nghu kgiilanml

seldom interferes with private groups, the

petition material apparently offers no
i h claims, or how of

» as unconstitutional attempts o restrict
the fundamental rights of a particular
group;

titution's

ind may

consider “private lawful sexual behav-

fors” grounds for firingindividualsshould
bly, their

single subject rule for es because
both addres questions of employment,
education,

additional mi

tus) P pl

inority 8
sponsor CERNSR is a consortium formed

sch tles s

ington for Traditional Values (founded by
former CAW chairman Robert Larimer
Jr) and the Washington Public Affairs
Council. A non-profit corporation based
inTacoma (whereit unsuccessfally intro-
duced anti-gay legislation six years ago),
WPAC: o-

em shall
ok pitmans ox wee spptoset o e
mosexuaity.”

o nitiatives.
Though recent anti-gay initiatives in
n and Florida have been deemed
unconstitutional on similar grounds,
Washington Attorney General Christine

persons participating in homosexuality
Probibised”

the initiatives through November's elec-
tion should they gather enough signa-

rado for Family Values, a sponsor in 1992
of that state’s Amendment 2, which ex-

fined.”
‘This section states that “the gender...es-

tection before being declared unconstitu-
tionalin 1993,
CERNSR is sisoalled with Bellevue's

blished all persor
is the only and natural gender of that
person for the duration of the person's
life.Physicalalterations o the humanbody
donot gend

tionformed

in1993asataxexempteducational founda-

the Family to promote Christian family
i i / and i

by Jeff Kemp, son of the Cc

which

tures the ballot. A deter-
mination on whether the State Supreme
Court will hear constitutional challenges
0 the initiatives will be made May 12.

Among the most prominent and active
groups challenging the nitiativesis a coa-
lition called Washington Citizens for Fair-
ness, which has launched the Hands Off
Washington Campaign (WCF/HOW) in
direct response to Mabon's announced
intentions.

An association of such groups

Focus on the Family, based in Colorado
Springs, was another sponsor of Amend-
2. The1

Washington Labor Council, the Washing-

printed

L by S Wodard el
CAW report

an $88 million annual budget and spon-

ington State Environmental Council,
/HOW was “established to defeat

ton communities
rd includes State Rep
Val Stevens (R-Snohomish, a regular

Lon Mabon, Oregon Citi-
zens Alliance, whose

Wash-
o »

Measure 9 was narrowly defeated in Or-
egon two years ago.

o K Seci e,

seon i

qnlnnmznl AIDS patients and manda-
V testing of all marriage license
applicants and hospital patients.

her sponsor of Initiative 608 s the

5 el Ad

sures to Washington and Idaho, Mabon
joined Kelly Walton,director o theallied
Idaho Citizens Aliance, in accompanying
Woodard to Olympia January 10 for the
nitiative’s ilin

The CAW Statement of Princple in-
al

o of Tacoma’s Washingion Public A
fairs Council. Based in Lynden, WAF is
lead by conservative activist Cathy
Mickels,aspokesperson for CERNSR, and
‘aboard memberof Phyllis Schlafly'sEagle
Forum, the national pro-family group

e equal
wnnhblallperscns, decrying “discrimi-
nation based on race, religion, or national
origin, or arbitrary discrimination based
upon gender” but insisting that “there
should ot be laws granting civil rights
et e e
ally

abortion. A leading opponent of education
reform as well, Mickels has said, “When
you talk about trying to teach things like

iblic health,
nor should government Icgmm(le such
behavior.

Mabon's movement went national last

mine the values taught in the horne.
Initiative 610 proposes “The Minority
Status and Child Protection Act.” which

States Citizens Alliance.

e

the Stte Constitution o read, in part

Claiming that 608 and 610 are unconstitu-
s

behavior does not form an appropriate

injunction February 15 preventing Secre-

« lass status relating to g To
lentify oneself as a person who partici-

K peitione Thih Jodge Mt
Pechman disallowed the order, she

Mmmplhlemu‘lbgnavim,md\u
. does not consttute a le-
The

provided a sirong basis for challenging
thein d.

gitimate minority
People establish that objection to homo-
sexuality based upon one’s convictions s
a right of conscience and shall not be
ol dincinineion etng v
rights by a unit, branch,

agency of sateor local gum.mm\l

Association of Chche, e AcLL, and
the Northwest Women's Law Cen
ety ot e
Court to declare the injtiatives unconsti-
tutionaland barthem from the November
ballot.

defeat thr

Bill this ye:
ived onl






