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It never works. Trying

to push human beings

into rigid molds is a

ridiculous strategy
that always backfires.

It's one thing to lay down
general guidelines forconduct
that protects the public; it's
quite another to insist that
ALL senior citizens or ALL
Southerners or ALL athletes think, talk
and act alike. And when you get to the
point of assigning certain non-anatomical
characteristics to all men or all women,
you've gone totally bonkers. But that's
what we do, over and over again. Andit's
a major source of sadness for us all.

If you're one of the lucky ones who.
through nature and nurture, is preity
comfortable in the appropriate mold.
then society’s stereotypes won't make
much diiference. If you're not, they im-
pose the singular discomfort of being
“different.”

Transvestites are different (p.58). They
don’t fit. Theoretically, aTV is anyone
who dresses in the costume of the other
sex; realistically, TVs are men who cross
dress as women. There are few cases of
female transvestism.

It may surprise you to know that cur-
rent estimates place the number of Amer-
ican TVs at 1,000,000. That’s about one
out of every hundred men. At first you
may be inclined to reject this number as
too high on the grounds that you've
never known one. But before you do
that, consider the fact that many of them
guard their cross-dressing secret with un-
paralieled enthusiasm.

GIVE IT UP

3
Because our society labels
s such tendencies as abnormal
or sick, the TVs cannot accept
their own behavior. The quilt
and depression does not stop

* the dressing — usually a
¢ compulsion closely linked to
sexual arousal — but it does

make them miserable.

And if it makes them miser-
able. vou ask, then why do they do it?
That's not a2 bad guestion; unfortunately
there's no good answer to help straight
people understand the intense motiva-
tion which must support so disfavored
and difficult a preoccupation. | have al-
ways disliked most “feminine” apparel. |
find pantyhose hot and sticky, high heels
difficult to walk in, satins and lace ridicul-
ously fragile, and tight-fitting undergar-
ments too uncomfortable to bear. Yet
these are the very garments that TVs find
most appealing. Though [ have actively
fought the social conventions that said [
had to wear them, [ think it is silly not to
recognize the rights of others — both
men and women — to do so if they wish.

I'm not one to always recommend
doing whatever is easy, but in this case
that’s exactly what [ suggest. Every social
authority from psychiatrist to police-
person agrees that iransvestites are harm-
less to society. Since they do not cross
dress for the purpose of fraud, they can-
not hurt others by the clothes they prefer
to wear. We should offer help to those
who wish to change and leave the rest of
them alone. 3

Joyce Dudney Fleming: Editor



How It Feels To Be Helping

By Joanne & Helen Silvero, 39 & 44-MD-21061
Our new International Alliance Co-Secretaries

t seems like only yesterday that we
Iwere attending our first meeting of
the Alliance. Actually, it was in January
of this year, but so many things have
happened so fast that it’s tough to keep
track of the time. We have met so many
lovely girls and had come to a greater
understanding of male feminism in the
last few months. We personally feel very
grateful for all the Alliance and its
members have meant to us, so when we
were asked to consider taking on the
secretarial duties, we felt that it was our
chance to help out some of our sisters.

lthough the job was difficult at first,

we were aided greatly by the out-
standing job by our predecessors Lori
Jean Rohrbach and Julie Kelly.

oth of these gals have done a job
Bthat we cannot even begin to ap-
preciate. A curtsy & a kiss on the cheek
to both of these fine sisters.

e hope, as husband and wife co
Wsecretaries, along with helping out
FP’s wherever we can, to add a little
something to the job. Counseling wives
of FP’s will be an important aim of our
office. Also we hope to reach tthe rest of
the country in a large scale expansion,
contact, organize, and mobilize all our
sisters in local chapters in order to help
get all our sisters out of the closet,
educate the general public on the sub-
ject of male feminism and be better
prepared to defend ourselves from the
slings and arrows of such people as
Anita Bryant.

inally we hope to help make our local
FBaltimore-DC Alliance chapter mon-
thly meetings more open and fun-filled
affairs. After all we're all in this to have
fun, so lets go! How about “Theme
Nights’? (Like 1950’s or Halloween or
pink hearts for Valentine’s Day) A plan
is underway to provide music to listen

and dance to at the meetings. Other
ideas include TV rummage sales, (or
Swap and Shops), Las Vegas nites and
anything else you Baltimore-DC Allian-
ce gals want to do.

ut we will need help. We have to
Bknow what our sisters really want.
All of the above will take oodles of hours
in the preparation and behind the
scenes work. So get in touch with us.
Remember the more of that you con-
tribute, will mean we can do that much
more as sisters in the full sense of the
word *‘Alliance’”.

Ruth Martin, 1-WV.
26505, an Alliance gal
from the mountain
state radiates her
enjoyment of femin-
inity and womanhood.
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Open Alliance Listings

As a new Journal feature, we will
publish open listings (i.e., those with
mailing addresses and/or telephone
numbers members have specifically
requested publication of) submitted for
our Non-Confidential International
Directory. If you really want contact
with others, this should significantly in-
crease your mail. If you do request an
open listing, please be responsible
enough to provide some type of respon-
se to all who contact you.

ny suggestions for improving our

Directory, our open listings program
and our intra-membership com-
munications are always welcome. This is
your Alliance and it relies on your ideas.

Patti Fail, 1.MN-55165
(see picture this issue)

Male Woman, 29, 5'10", 1784, single,
Catholic, dresses at home, has a
dressmaker and make-up lady. Recently
had professional photos taken and
would like to exchange mine with yours.
I will answer all who write. Collect old
comedy films and keep up on political
affairs. Would like to start an Alliance
Chapter in the Mpls-5t. Paul area. Am a
member of Tri-Sigma Sorority and I at-
tend the Annual Drag Ball each fall.
College graduate, discreet, and sincere.
Let’s get together at your place and
mine to dress and talk woman talk. I
want to meet both FP’s and female
women. Get in touch. I do not play
games - I will contact you.

Pete Fail

P.0. Box 3221

St. Paul, Minn. 55165

(612) 735-9365

Dee Dee W., 2-CT-06114
(see picture this issue)

Male woman. Mature adult. Hetero.
Married to a sympathetic and under-
standing wife. Closet FP all my life.
Dearly love to dress, and do every day.
Wish to correspond and perhaps meet
sympathetic sister. Love to talk on
phone and will give number to all who
are discreet. No sex hang-ups. Love to
talk girl-talk. Please write. I will answer
all and exchange photos. Address mail
to:

Dee Dee W.

Box 14604

Hartford, Ct. 06114

Wendy W., 26-PA-19134
Hetero male, married, 62, 61", 2204.
Have been cross-dressing for years. Still
in closet. Wife tolerant, puts up with
dressing, but does not stop me. Would
like to correspond with others with
possible meetings. Have a few hobbies,
jewelry (kits), crewel work, boutique,
" models, etc. Am discreet. Will answer all
who contact me thru Alliance office.

Dee Dee W., 2.CT-06781, our new New England
Alliance poet and musician.




Sandy Light, 7-NY-10001, our active New York
City Alliance gal.

Dicne L
ance For Male Feminism member who initially
designed the Salmacis loge which. as adapted
slightly, now serves as the Alliance logo. Our

28-CA-94015, Bay Area Salmacis Alli-

Alliance is blessed with many talented gals. What
are some of the rest of you contributing? '

What nice legs! Babbette Lanning, 29-CA-91802, a

new member of our Los Angeles Alliance.

. barred discrimination

May 19,1977
The GAZETIE. tAnnireal, Thu

“ANADA

Curator
IS male
woman

WASHINGTON — (CP) —
Until early last year, Walter
Faw Cannon appeared noth-
ing more than an ordinary 50-
year-old curator at the
Smithsonian Institution’s
museum of history and tech-
nology.

He is still a curator, but no
longer Walter. His name has
been legally changed to Faye
Cannon and for more than a
year he has been wearing
women’s clothes to work
with almost no trouble from
his employers or fellow
workers.

His decision to adopt
women's clothes and to
change his name came after
the civil service commission

against homosexuals, but
Cannon says, “Idon’t classify
myself as a gay because I
don’t know what the word
means.”’

“I define myself as a male .
woman. There I know what
the words mean.”

He adds that he will not
change his male body, either
with a sex-change operation

or with hormones.
District of Columbia law

forbids diserimination
against homosexuals and in
the district it is legal for a
man to wear women's
clothes in public as Cannon

1

does. 6



UNIVERSITE D'OTTAWA
FACULTE DE MEDECGINE
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ERWIN K. KORANYI|, M.0.. F.R.E.P. 1CI. F.A.F.A., F.A.Z.F
PRGFESSOR OF PSYCHIATRY

DIRECTOR, ADULT PSYCHIATRIC OPD CLINICS
OTTAWA GENERAL HOSFPITAL

June

The International Alliance for
Male Feminism,

c/o Me. Linda Ann Stephens,

Box 623,

Laurel, Maryland 20810

Dear Ms. Stephens:

Thank you for your letter of June 14, 197
that I cannot give permission to reprint my paper
in your Journal for several reasons. It contains
for strictly scientific publications. Also, this
well be easier misunderstood than understood. In

UPPITY
WOMEN
UNITE

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA

FACULTY OF MEDICINE

OFFICE: 197 CUMBERLAND STREET
OTTAWA, ONTARIC
KiM 7H4
TELEPHONE: 813-231-2036

27, 1977

7. I am afraid however
on sex-change surgery
illustrations which are
is a topic which may
our gender clinic we

often run into problems with certain patients who have built false hopes
and who are therefore exposed to disappointments or worse. We wish to

aveid such situations as much as possible. I feel that the publication of
such papers would inadvertently encourage large numbers of people to set

their minds on some kind of plan which might not

be in their best interests.

We continue to help people with transsexual problems if they seek
our help. They usually are quite well-informed about this procedure.

I wish you success with your publication

and organization which

certainly provides comfort, reassurance and a sense of belonging for many

of your members.

Sincerely ygyrs,

EKK /mag

Koranyi, M.D.



Are We In The Middle Ages

Or Approaching The 21st Century?
By Linda Ann Stephens

he question posed by the title of this

article was not prompted by actions
of rednecks in Mississippi. Rather, it
was prompted by the June 27, 1977
response (reprinted above) of Dr. EK.
Koranyi of the University of Ottawa
Faculty of Medicine to our request for
permission to reprint in our Journa{ his
“Sex Change Surgery In ¢ Male Tran-
ssexual”” published originally in the
Psychiatric Journal of the University of
Ottawa, Vol. 1, No. 3 (November 1976),
p.113.
In its “*‘Meet The Editorial Board’’ sec-

tion, that same issue describes him

under ““Heazith Care Delivery Systems”’
as: Erwin K. Koranyi, M.D., Prefessor of
Psychiatry of this University, Director,
Adult Psychiatric OPD Clinics, Cttawa
General Hospital - University of Ottawa;
his expertise in establishing unique
psychiatric clinics giving appropriate
individual care to all patients, makes
him a competent representative of our
Universiyy in this section.
One of our Alliance members had

seen the article and suggested that
we reprint it. We like to reprint such ar-
ticles to further disseminate information
on this subject to our members, sub-
scribers, readers and friends. Our prin-
ting of an article does not indicate
Alliance endorsement of the information
or opinions stated therein. Such was the
case with the good doctor’s article
referenced here. I believe a considerable
portion of Dr. Koranyi’s article consists
of misinformation and unsupporied and
unsupportable opinion. Nevertheless,
we had wished to publish his article and
to allow our readers to draw their own
conclusions.

We have in our files considerable

evidence of the uselessness, and
sometimes even dangerousness, of

“*psychiatric assistance’’. Though it
only appears to dangerously misguide
sometimes, it nearly always ends up as a
large waste of time, money, energy and
other resources. Even though a shrink
may not know a damn thing about the
subject, or only enough to be dangerous,
society has set them up as “"experts’’
and a favorable endorsement from one
usually has to be obiained prior to a
transsexual operation. Unfortunately,
“psychiatric care’” has generally reflec-
ted the classic case of a very expensive
“‘helping profession’” which has
provided little help and, in too many
cases, actual harm.
hat is the answer? I do not know. 1
am certain, however, that it does
not lie in attempting to censcr or restrict
the dissemination of information and
opinions, however erroneous they may
be. Does Dr. Koranyi really believe his
refusal of permission for us to reprint
his article will prevent people from
reading it and similar articles by other
shrinks of all strips and learning what
they need to tell these experts in order
to obtain the required ‘‘favorable
psychiatric evaluation?”’ I also call on
the good Dr. Koranyi and his colleagues
to have a greater respect for their clients
(and to cease and desist in trying to hide
things from them) and a greater respect
for scientific objectivity and how much
they really know about the whole field of
male femininity and the human mind.
0 ther opinions, “‘scientific expert’ as
well as lay, on the attitude reflected
in Dr. Koranyi’s letter are invited and
will be published. A copy is also being
provided to Dr. Koranyi in case he
wished to clarify or try to further sup-
port his rationale or, hopefully, change
his mind. Let us hear from you.



Roanoke May “‘Outlaw”

Transvestites

[Editor’s Note: The following letter ana
news clipping was received from LucyJ.,
12-VA-24060, our active Virginia Belle
from Roanoke. Looks like the Roanoke
city fathers (mothers?) believe all gays
are iransvestites and all transvestiies are
gay. Even though the article quotes
Commonwealth’s Attorney as stating,
“It’s always arguable that the
prosecution of victimless crimes is inef-
fective”’, the fair city of Roanoke (Your
Town, U.5.4.7) has been able to devote
considerable person power & tax money
to this effort as it has eliminated all
serious crime. Thanks Lucy for demon-
strating that you are an active Alliance
gal willing to stand up & be counted
when they come to take away your
neighbor! How many of the rest of us
have written letters-to-the-editor to
protest denial of basic human rights to
our sisters and fellow citizens? Have you
recently demonstrated your love and
concern for your neighbor, FP or other-
wise?|

Dear Alliance Sisters,

Would like to pass along this news
clip from South-West Va. newspaper.

Although the emphasis of the article
is on the ‘‘gay’’ or homosexual tran-
svestites, I feel it brings public attention
to a possible threat to the civil liberties
of ALL of us!

Strangely enough, many male
homosexuals do not like or appreciate
homosexual TV’s, and are definitely not
attracted to TV’s as women, but macho
males only.

Roanoke, with all its massage parlors
and adult bookstores, is considering an
ordinance against TV’s. It does seem
very unjust for the city to permit
discreet female prostitutes to flourish
while trying to subvert their male coun-

terparts. 1 believe the issue surrounds
9

the overly conspicuous and public
soliciting that takes place in the down-
town business district at night time in
Roanoke.

The article is somewhat inaccurate
since it does mnot even consider the
hetrosexual TV. I plan to write a letter
to the editor but not sure of the ap-

proach. Roanoke Times & World-News, Sunday, Sepiember I8,

Roanoke
Gets Strict
With Gays

By JOHN WITT
Statt Writer
As part of a general crackdown on homosexual activi
in Roanoke, city officials are now considering a special OE :
dinance to outlaw transvestites. 2
A draft of the ordinance, prepared by City Att Wllﬂ
burn Dibling, has been submitted to Police Chljéf M J’l)annt!

Hooper and Commonwealth's Atty. Robert Rider. Both
have expressed support for the idea.

Hooper said the anti-transvestite ordinance is needed
because “‘Roanoke has nothing specific to deal with.these
people and we are getting them from all over Southwest
Virginia.”

The ordinance is aimed at the so-called “markef
queens;” men who pose as women to sell sexual favors.
They congregate at the City Market, and police cannot or-
der them away because it is not now against the law to
masquerade as a member of the opposite sex.

The trouble comes, Hooper said, when some of the
male customers discover they are female meersonaturs
Often a fight or robbery results.

Rider agrees that such an ordinance would provide the
ammunition needed to clear transvestites from the area.
“The numbers are increasing,” he said, “and it (the ordi-
nance) seems to be a response to a genume concern on the
part of merchants in the market area.

Dibling said Virginia Beach and Martinsville have
adopted ordinances dealmg with transvestites. But he said
the Virginia Beach law is “no good at all.” He said it sim~
ply “prohibited a person from wearing dress not becoming
his sex.” It was repealed before it was ever tested in court:
Dibling said the Virginia Beach statute was so vague it
would technically have made it against the law for a wome
an to wear a man’s shirt,

The Martinsville version made it unlawful “for any
person over the age of 14 years to appear upon the streets
. .. wearing a mask or other means of disguise . .. or
dressed so as to appear as a person of the opposite sex.”
But that language might prevent children over i from
wearing a Halloween costume, Dibling said.

Dibling will not reveal the exact wording of his anti-
transyeshte ordinance until it is submitted to eity council,
He did say the primary targets of the proposed law are per-
sons who wear clothing of the opposite sex with the intent
of concealing their true gender.




Meanwhile, the Roanoke City Police Depariment’s
vice squad has used the charge of “soliciting for immoral
purposes” to arrest 77 male homosexuals during the first
eight months of this year. "

Those arrested included the president of a large corpos.
ration, prominent doctors, a high-level federal administra=
tor, a wealthy Realtor, and the organist at a local church..-

One-third of the arrests were made in the men’s rooms

on the upper level of Crossroads Mall, according to Sgti-
John Barrett of the vice squad. - ’ 4

The “gay grapevine” was so effective that out-of-state-
businessmen would often visit the public restroom at. the,.
mall. Homosexuals would even make lunch-hour dates:
there; Barrett said. . .

“The Crossroads situation was especially bad becausd

the regular patrons didn’t know about it and little children
were being exposed (to homosexual activity),” Barrett said.

The homosexuals who frequented the restroom at the
mall were especially aggressive, Barrett said.

They felt safe from detection because of the isolated
location of the restroom (the entrance from the upper level
is not marked and the rest rooms are at the end of a hall-
way opening on the service entrances to several stores,)
and because there were two doors. ;

Now there are padlocks on the doors to the public rest-
rooms at Crossroads. Merchants contacted for this story de-
nied any knowledge of the problem, explaining that they
were closed for remodeling.

Many other arrests were made in the neighborhood of
Elmwood Park, known in the gay community as “the
cruise zone.”

Male prostitutes, many of them juveniles, solicit busi-
ness from homosexuals “trolling” around the park in their
cars. .

Many of Roanoke’s adult bookstores cater to the homo-
sexual population, offering gay movies and books.

There are at least three nightclubs downtown where |
same-sex dancing Is permitted and where heterosezual cou- |

ples are made to feel unwelcome, Barrett said.
To make an arrest for soliciting, Barrett explained, an

undercover vice officer goes to an area frequented by hom- |

asexuvals and waits to be propositioned.

Though the soliciting statute carries a penalty of up to
a year in jail and a fine of up to $1,000, few of those arrest-
ed in Roancke this year paid any fine and none received a
jail sentence. Some of those convicted were referred for
psychiatric counseling, but Rider feels the vast majority
will not abandon the homosexual lifestyle.

. “IU's always arguable that the prosetution of victimless
‘critnes is inefiective,” Rider said,

Nevertheless, police say they will eontinue to use un-
dercover vice officers to arrest active homosexuals fre-
quenting public places.

Sgt. Jack Heath, who headed up the vice squad for 17
years before stepping down in June, said that the increase
in the munber cf homosexual arresis did not necessarily
mean the gay population in Roancke is expanding.

_“fl'hgy’m here and they've always been here,” he said. “We
dxdntdeclar_ewaron . . . In my opinion more of
thern are being arrested now because of the slack in the
drug traffic.” -

e

STEVEN
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P.O. BOX G BUSINESS REASON
ATGLEN, PA. 19310 © CONTRACTING
215-932-2322 * FOREIGN BROKERS

ning out.

From South of the Border? No! It’s Iris H,
29-P4-19130, of our Lancaster-York Alliance For

Male Feminism.

Julie Kelly, our fomer International Alliance
Secretary, now living it up in Iran. One can easily
tell she enjoys her womanhood! 10
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Us S, Immigration & Naturalization Cetober 20, 1977
Service

E. A. Garmatz Federal Building

100 south Hanover Street

Baltimore, ¥Mi. 21201

Dear Friends,

On September 9, 1977 Michael ( AKA Micheline) Johnson, an
International Alliance For Male Feminism member, was refused
entry to this country by Mr. William T. Lemay, an Immigration
Service Official at the Ogdensburg-Frescott Bridge, Ogdensburg,
New York Customs Post. The sole grounds given was Officer Lemay's
interpretation of the U. S. Immigration Nationality Acti Section 212a~
to bar entry of a male dressed in feminine attire as a "sexual
deviate" in an "excluded category." Officer Lemay refused to
allow Mike ( AKA Micheline ) to speak to Officer Lemay's supervisor
or to make any other appeal of his arbitrary ruling. Ms. Johnson
did use full correct identification including legal name. Over
the years Ms. Johnson has crossed the border into the U. S. A,
num erous times as Micheline ( at Ogdensburg, Champlain & other
points ) without any problem.

Although we are confident that Officer Lemay's surprise
interpretation was simply an inadvertent error made "on the spot"
by an over zealous but conscientious and dedicated Customs Officer,
We are concerned that our Immigration and Naturalization Service
promptly clarify this peint in the law for the edification of all
U. S. Customs Officers.

Please confirm:

(1) That it is not a Federal offense for a male to dress
in feminine attire,

(2) that such feminine dressing by males is not a valid
grourds for exclusion of visitors from the U. S. A.
under the U, S. Immigration and Nationality Act
Section 212alt or any other Federal statute, and

(3) that this information will be disseminated, throush
appropriate means, to Cusioms Officer Lemay and to
other border officials, ruling on entry of foreign
visitors, under your Jurisdiction.

Thank you for your prompt cooperation in clearing up this
matter, Should you desire additional information, please let
us know.

Your International Alliance Sister,

Lintda dmn Shhema

International Alliance Board Chairperson

% &hﬁr%wé c%‘ %z’wmu/ %mz'mﬁdm
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Purchasing And Trying On
Women's Clothing
By Micheline Johnson, 2-ON-K1G

or many TVs, the buying of clothes

for their wardrobe, in a size that fits
them and in a style that looks good on
them, presents somewhat of a problem.
Some invent complicated stories about
buying gifts for friends or sisters etc.
Others find one particular boutique
where they find the manageress
cooperative and understanding, but of-
ten have to pay through the nose. Jour-
nal of Male Feminism readers may be
interested in a little survey I did this
summer, to determine the current
climate and attitude of store owners in
our area of Canada (Montreal, Ottawa,
Peterborough) to guys or guys as gals
trying on women’s clothes before pur-
chasing. 1 found the results depended
on your approach, and on how you were
dressed.

n Montreal, Micheline asked the
Imanager in every women’s fashion
boutique in a 10-block stretch of Mont-
Royal Est if they minded her trying
things on before buying. The results
were 100% in favour - ‘Sure’, ‘No
probiem’, ‘A buck is a buck’, "We
thought you were a girl’ (not very con-
vincingly) - - were typical responses.

more extensive survey was done in

Ottawa, my home town. I found that
the result was somewhat different for
departmental stores than for small
boutiques. For the former, they tend to
shunt you off to the fitting rooms in the
mens dept. This survey was done by
Mike. I confronted the store manager
(not just the first clerk), and asked what
the official store policy was with respect
to males trying on women’s clothes
before purchasing them for themselves.
Of 15 departmental stores questioned,

GOOD.Wiil:to PEOF
33% were in favour. Of 103 boutiques
surveyed, 67% were in favour. Detailed
results, with store names, addresses, and
reactions, are available on request.
ore recently, Micheline continued
her survey of Montreal, this time
on Ste Catherine Street. Of 14 boutiques
and 4 departmental stores checked for
their official policy, all were in favour. It
should be noted that the French-
Canadian tends to be more liberal min-
ded than histher Anglo-Saxon counter-
part.
n Peterborough, Micheline found that
7 out of 8 surveyed had approving
managers, and it was OK at the eighth if
they were not too busy.
Finally, Micheline went round those
stores in Ottawa that had previously
refused Mike, picked out something that
appealed to her, and asked the first
clerk she saw if she might try it on. This
approach met with 100% success (even
in the snobbish expensive stores) much
to her satisfaction.
he idea for the survey started awhile
back when Mike was in Stanley’s
Bargain Corner (1144 Mount Royal
East, Montreal) enviously eyeing a nice
outfit. To his surprise, the manageress
came up to him and asked if he would
like to try it on. He did, and two others
as well. It later turned out that the store
owner also ran a gay discoteque (Valen-
tin’s on Mount Royal at the corner of
Parc) where TVs are welcome to go.
Micheline and a friend recently visited
there and had a very enjoyable evening
of dancing.
It would seem therefore that there is no
reason, funds permitting, why TVs
should not be fashionably dressed at the
boutiques of their choice. Would any
Toronto readers have similar infor-
mation on the climate in that city?

55 ctowe Powond 55 Hore ‘%“g %f””’f/"’{féfd



Thousands Are Becoming Transsexuals

RICHARD SALTUS
AP Scignce Writer

PALO ALTO, Calif. (AP) —Itis a
long and lonely journey across the bor-
déY” of sex, but thousands feel they
muit make the trip.

They are transsexuals, people with
the mind of one sex imprisoried in the
body of the other. This tragic mismat-
ch can produce a state of misery that
drives such people to drastic action:
sex change through surgery and a
reversal of life styles.

Perhaps 3,600 persons in the United
States have been sexually reassigned,
as doctors call it, mainly in the last 10
years as the surgery has become
widely available. At Stanford Univer-
sity Medical Center, one of the most
active institutions in sexual reassign-
ment, more than 130 persons have
undergone the hormone therapy and
plastic surgery.

Doctors have a hard time evaluating
how much transsexuals are helped by
the switch, because so many disappear
and cut all their old ties.

‘Neverthéless, the Stanford
specialists feel that their patients —
carefully selected from thousands of
applicants — have generally been
helped. Some feel whoie and happy for
the first time in their lives, showing
“major improvements™ in sexual fun-
ction and psyvchological adjustment,

said Dr. Norman Fisk. Vocationally -

there also is some improvement, said
Fisk, a Palo Alto psychiatrist and
co-director of the Stanford program.
Few if any regret what they did, he
said, though two patients later rever-
ted to their pre-surgical sex roles.
Sexual reassignment is currently
performed at some 20 centers in 17
states. One of the pioneering
institutions was Johns Hopkins
Tedical School, where sex-change
surgery began in 1956. In an evaluation
two years apgo, doctors were Inore
qualified in their enthusiasm than are
13

their Stanford counterparts.

Although some of the patients did
“extraordinarily well after surgery,
said a Hopkins report, others did
“extraordinarily poorly,” falling into
self-destructive relationships, drug
abuse, suicide atternpts.

) Drs. Jon K. Meyer and John E.
Hoopes said a post-surgical euphoria
in many patients drained away two to
five years later, as they realized the
switch was not a cure-all for personal
troubles.

““Sex reassignment surgery seems to
temporarily palliate an unfortunate
emotional state, rather than really
cure the problem of gender
dysphoria,” they wrote,

Gender dysphoria is -a term that
means unhappiness of an intense and
overriding degree about one’s sex. In
some persons — estimated at one in
10,000 to one in 100,000 births — this
dissatisfaction is so strong that there is
a feeling of revulsion at one's own
sexual organs and a compelling w lSh to
be of the other sex.

These people are called tran-
ssexuals. Dr. Renee Richards, the
male-to-female eye doctor who recen-
tly stirred up controversy in the tennis
world by daring to compete as a
woman, expressed the transsexual
dilemmma:

“Emotionally the desire to be a
-wormnan znd a girl had been a most
overwhelming drive ever since I can
remember.”

The causes of the disorder are not
known, though Fisk believes the
answer is o be found in the develop-
ment of the brain before birth.

“My feeling is that it is 2 biological
abnormality; in animals, there's no
question it's biological,™ he said. Injec-
tions of male hormones into female
animal fetuses have produced
masculine behavior in the offspring,
for example.

There are far more applicants to




cznters like Stanford than are accep-

ted. Dr. Fisk is one of the specialists

who help evaluate and screen out poor
surgical candidates.

Psychotics and publicity seekers are
usually rejected, as are people with a
colleclian of psychological problems

that they blame entirely on their gen-
der dlfflcu]ty

“Our best patients hre people who
have led reasonably functional lives
cespite being wvery unhappy,” said

Fisk. He said only 10 to 15 per cent are .

accepted at first.\though some of the
others manage to rehabilitate them-
selves enough to be permitted in later.

What about those rejected? Some,
s2id Fisk, find others have less strict
standards. Some go abroad, where
some surgeons do a brisk business in
operations on those who couldn't
obtain'it in their own countries.

Fisk warns that “‘there are a lot of
charlatans in this business" but he
does not imply that private physicians
outside the medical centers are gener-
ally unqualified.

Hormone therapy and living in the
opposite sex role usually begin a vear
or more before the operation. Dr.
Richards, in fact, said her hormone
treatments began 12 years before
surgery.

In males, the female hormones help
to soften the skin and redistribute the

body's fat in a womanly way. At the-

same time, many patients have facial
hair removed by electrolysis. This can
take 150 to 200 hours and run into
thousands of dollars.

Male hormones given to women
deepen the voice and bring facial hairs
sprouting into mustaches and beards.

This is the crucial time when the
patient must learn the behavior of the
opposite sex — and not the stercotypes
of the sex.

“We do not want people to become
caricatures, but to have naturally
measculine or feminine behavior,” said
Fisk. -

!

It's all part of a requirement called
“passability.”

Males-to-femnales have to be able to
wear makeup convincingly, walk and
act in a feminine way. Sometimes
Stanford brings in charm or modeling
schiool teachers to give workshops in
sacial behavier. "It they are not con-
vincing, it's anightmare,” szid Fisk.

Of course. many women who mzake
the switch are on the short side as men,
and males who become women are
unusually tall. If the transition would
be ludicrous. the patient is strongly
discouraged. . ..

Age is no! a bar in most cases: Stan-
ford has converted patients as young
as 21 and as old as 65. If tendencies
toward transsexualism are noticed in
children, they are usually treated with
psychotherapy, which may be able to
reverse the condition in the early
years.

By the time for surgery, the tran-

sition has been largely carried out.
“It is the cross-living, and not the

A surgery, that really causes the tran-

sformation,” said Marti Norberg,
coordinator of Stanford's Gender Dys-
phoria Program. “*The surgery merely
confirms what has already happened
— and the promise of the cperation is
what motivates the patient to do well in
the cross-living."”

Sex-change cperations have come to
be accepted by the medical profession
in general as a valid procedure, but
insurance companies are often reluc-
tant’ to cover the costs, which may
range as high as $7,000 or $3,000. Some
policies exclude such surgery
specificail:, or label it as an

“experimental” procedure that is not
covered.

The maleto-female procedure is
easier and more likely to be
cosmetically successful. Briefly, the
testicles are removed, the penis is
amputated and its skin inverted to line
the new vagina, which is created by

14



cutting into the area between the rec-
tum and prostate.

Often the vaginal lining produced
this way is sensitive enough to allow
orgasm. Breast implants of silicone
are sometimes added.

The female-to-male operation is
more difficult, and several methods
have been tried. Sometimes the clitoris
is enlarged by hormone therapy and
freed of its connective tissue to form a
small penis.

Another approach is to cut a ﬁap of
skin from the abdomen and shape it
into a tube. Artificial testicles are
implanted.

Not all patients can have satisfac-
tory sexual relationships, though Ms.
Norberg said “orgasm is reported by
both male and female™ sex change
recipients.

Marriage is common after the tran-
sformation, with female-to-male
patients generally having better, more
stable relationships, Ms. Norberg said.

After the change, many patients are
so cenvincingly living their new roles
that they can keep their history a
secret. This is especially true in male-
to-female changes, because the plastic
surgery makes a better resemblance.

. About 40 per cent of the patients

willingly reveal their great secret, said
Fisk; the others manage to conceal it.
This would seem very unlikely in the
case of newly made males, but Fisk said
they sometimes say their sex organs
are not normal because of some
accident: furthermore, the women
‘who marry such men may often be sex-
ually naive, according to Ms. Norberg.

Breaking the news is difficult, and is

not best handled as one patient M
Norberg mentioned: *She told hi
ove: the telephone, ‘There's somethi
I have to tell you." He freaked sut.
has to be done more subtly than that.’

By the time they have surge
many patients have already vanish
from their old lives. and afterward su
face elsewhere with a new name, ne
wardrobe, identification cred{ntla
changed to reflect the new gender.’

The trarsition often requires he
from a lawyer. Getting birth cer
tificates and drivers' licenses change
is difficult in some states, California
being one of them. The Erickson Foun-
dation, which aids transsexuals, said
33 states are now willing to change bir-
th certificates; in some cases the gen-
der is completely revised, while in
others the old gender is marked out
and the new one added.

~ The Social Security Administration

will change its records with a letter of
authorization from a doctor, said a
lawyer; one patient got a brand new
number.

The lawyer, who asked not to be
identified, helps transsexuals with
such problems as well as difficulties
with insurers and employers.

Many employers, including agencies
of the government, have been accom-
modating to workers who change thejr
sex. Some have not. and the lawyer
said that an employer who fires @,
worker simply because he or she is a;
transsexual *“‘can probably get awap
with it"* because it is ngt
discrimination that is covered . by-
federal law. e

Beauty Il Hairstylists

The Family Beauty Salon

We specialize in all types of hair

For any problem hair
CALL MR. BOB —

S
498-5555 -

17 ""C" St., Laurel
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" The Washington Star

Sunday, June 12, 1977

Women and the Art of

LA

We're past the stage where women
are hiding behind their eyeglasses.

Nobody has come up with statistics,

but men DO make passes at women-

who wear glasses. contrary to Doro-
s famous rhyme.

thy Parker

Giveizc}ryf,_s “Plus” for evening.

Being Framed

This past week the Opticians’ As-
sociation of America met at the
Washington Hilton. They DID come
up with some fascinating statistics.
As many as 105 million people in the
U.S. have something wrong with .

SRR

Fashionable “‘Half” by Givenchy.

Peace on Earth

‘GOOD WILL to PEOPLE
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their eyesight. 'A.mongv eyegléss‘

wearers, 43.5 million are women.
And these are the women who de-

clare their eyeglasses to be fashion :
Hiding behind their
glasses? Hardly. They flaunt them in
every shape, size and color. In fact, .
s0 big is the frame business today, -

accessories.

big-name designers such as Yves

Saint Laurent, Hubert de Givenchy,

Christian Dior, Gloria Vanderbiit,

Pierre -Cardin, Gloria Vanderbiit,

Halston and Sylvestro Calleri- of

Italy, have all gone the design route |

with them.

WHAT IS EVEN more interesting,
are the other areas being explored.
The cosmetics industry for onme, is
working. on the idea of offering
women more expertise than ever be-
fore. Gunter Essl of Germany for
Eye Mystique says he has synthe-
sized his latest frame colors with the
feeling of the upcoming fall fashions
and makeup colors.

Marilyn Bernard of Helena Rubin-
stein working with Eye Mystique,
showed us a guide, “Helena Rubin-
stein’s Guide to Spec-Tacular Eyes,”
that's available ugh stores sell-
ini Univis eyewear. In Washington,
Hilbert Optical, Connecticut Optical,
and Bausch and Lomb have them.
Wide eve frames mean more of a
show for subtle shaded eye makeup,
and a show of brow.

Lenses for the nearsighted tend to
make eyes look smaller, while those
for the farsighted will tend to
magnify every makeup error.
Always keep in mind what Marilyn
Bernard says is terribly important:
makeup should not appear too flam-
boyant or too lightly applied when

The proper makeup and
. frames make the difference.

the glasses;re off. She suggests that

makeup be applied using an optical-
quality magnifying mirror, cotton
swabs to work with and an eyelash
curler to use before applying
mascara. Color of hair, facial con~
tours, eye color and skin tones all
come into play with the right makeup
and shape of eyeglasses also being .

, shown. The booklet is a real iind.

TODAY WARDROBES of eyeglass
frames (prescription and sunglass)
are the norm. for some women, who'
differentiate between what they wear
in the daytime and evening. There

-are different glasses for different

occasions and fqr different reasons.

Hubert de Givenchy was the first
of the big name designers to move
into the fashion eyeglass field. At the
Optique Gallery they have his new
Givenchy Plus, which is.a boon in-
deed. It’s the first lorgnette style for.
those- who can’t read a telephone.
book, don’t want to schlepp. glass
cases on an evening oui, whose

urses don’t hold a pair of glasses,
gut who still want to read a menu or
the theater program. - .

17
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Star Photographer John

- . —Washington
Wrong frames (right) do not enhance eyes, saysMarilyn Bernard

for Eye Mystique.

'Shell pink, tortoise, blue and lilac are

among the colors offered for this ele-
gant evening accessory by Unico, the
international division of Universal
Optical Co. .

Givenchy cautions women not to
think that tinted prescription glasses
will afford them sunglass protection
from the sun. They won’t. And please
don’t buy glasses just because you
like the frame, no matter who de-
signed them, but be sure to have
them professionally fitted.

The Gi\veﬂchil half glasses &re vain
woman's delight for reading. They
really show off her eyes, which after
all are among the most riveting ob-
jects 8 woman can possess. ey
show off a beautiful hairdo and brow
to perfection, to say nothing of a
great makeup job.

SAINT LAURENT’S Optique So-
laire glasses for Renaissance, are de-
signed according to the designer with
the face’s anatomical structure in
mind. He has small, medium and
large faces given frame numbers to
best suit them. He believes hair color
should be one of the prime considera-

tions in the choice of an eyeglass
frame.

Blondes? Try beige, blue, mari-
gold, cocoa, sapphire and hyacinth.

Gray haired? Sapphire, aventurine
and blue.

Redhead? Mink, cocoa, tourmaline
(translucent) and sable.

Brunette? Mink, salmon, coffee,
aventurine and sable. .

If you happen to love tortoise-toned
frames, everybody is in luck. No
matter what the color of your hair,
they look good on any face, he says.

Today’s fashion frames are acces-
sories. Treat them like you would
any other piece of jewelry. Care for
them by washing them with water
and wiping with soft tissue. Don’t
wear glasses on top of your head.
They can ruin the alignment as well
as strain the temples of your glasses.
Never put the lenses face down. They
scratch that way.

By all means look at the world
through rose-tinted glasses and rose-
tinted frames. It's a lot more fun and
fashionable.

= Eleni
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THE FAYETTEVILLE OBSERVER
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 1977

Group Hits
City Tactics

By LIONELL PARKER
Stall Writer
Transvestites appeared once again at a community
meeting sponsored by the Fayetteville City Council to
complain about alleged police harassment and the

enforcement of an ordinance passed in 1950 which bans
masks and disguises in the city.

Tony Powell, spokesman for the group. called the |

ordinance ‘‘unconstitutional”’ and complained it had taken
27 years for the Fayetteville Police Department to enforce,
it.

“I'm a decent, law-abiding citizen and I don't feel it is
right for any law to dictate the way I should dress." Powell
said. “I've received two citations for female impersonation
and I don't think it's right.” ¥

William Graham told Mayor Beth Finch his group had
applied for a permit to stage a peaceful demonstration but
Police Chief Danny Dixon had not given a reply.

City Councilman Marion George said there is no
requirement for a permit to conduct such a demonstration,
but warned the group that if a demonstration was held in the
area of the Cumberland County Courthouse. the presiding
superior court judge had the right to jail them for disturbing
or disrupting court.

The group protested the ordinance that prohibits the
wearing of any mask, hood. or any disguise that conceals
identity. The ordinance exempts the prohibition in certain
cases, such as Halloween.

-"Police have been charging the transvestites with female
impersonation under the ordinance. .

B e e e i 0, e e it i gl
b o 9

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING—Tony Powell co
plains to Mayor Beth Finch and Councilman M
George during a neighborhond meeting about alleg
police harassment of female impersonators &

downtown Fayetteville. (Staff photo—Cramer Gale
| more)

Paradise Spring 1977, Warren, Ohio. On the floor

behind the bed is Julia J. and Julie McBride. From

: ; . ? left to right sitting is Michelle Blai
Paradise Spring 77 on June 18 n; W’a;"ren,La(Jhm. Barbars, Miss E’;in i ;'CDZ ;n E[;:n ,K;::,{d?;ﬁ
gz};—;:.??;w“r’ FEALI000, it oJule e Gloria Lee and Ann Marie Ryan.
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Pittsburgh-Cleveland Alliance
Tries Weekend Bashes in Warren, Ohio

By Kathy Ann K., 10-PA-15212 and Julia L., 2-0H-44313

here was PARADISE SPRING
1977; well, of all places it was in

Warren, Ohio. There were 10 TV
lovelies and 2 GG lovelies gathered at
the Imperial Motel in downtown
Warren, Ohio. They were decked-out in
their new hairdo’s and new outfits.

he party started at 2:00 PM on

Saturday June 18 and continued in
to the wee hours. From Ohio came Ann
and GG Norma frem Sandusky, Gloria
and GG Lenna from Conneaut, and
Julia from Akron. From Pennsylvania
came Debbie from Butler, Kathy Ann
from Pittsburgh, Barbara from Am-
bridge, Michelle from Erie, Dawn Ellen
from near Scranton, Mary Ellen and
Julie from Lancaster.

ulia wearing a blue and white outfit
Jwas first io arrive and set up
operations. Kathy Ann wearing a green
_ print dress and Debbie with a black two
piece gaucho came together. Barbara
had on a pink print dress. Next to arrive
was Ann wearing a two piece biue jacket
and skirt with her GG in a two piece
green outfit. Gloria appeared in a
luscious white pants suit with her
platinum blond hair, her GG was in a
green pants suit. Michelle wore a short
black flowered dress and looked just
scrumptious. Mary Ellen had on a pink
dress with Julie in a white pants suit and
Dawn Ellen in a two piece outfit. All the
girls looked beautiful in their costumes.
During the evening many pictures were
taken of every one. Some of those
Polaroids were beautiful, but [ under-
stand Lenna had a little problem with
Gloria’s camera and didn’t get too many
pictures.
Some of the girls had known each

other from past associations but new
friendships were formed. A warm and
friendly atmosphere prevailed and it
was just great to be dressed and see

others dressed in their finest frocks.
Special thanks to Norma and Lenna two
great GG’s who thought enough of us to
come and join in wholeheartedly. They
really helped to make the whole thing a
big success.

he Pitishurgh-Cleveland Chapter of

International Alliance spoansored
this event which occupied most of one
wing of the Imperial Motel. This was the
first such event in this area and will not
be the last, judging from the comment
of those who were there. Plans are going
agead for future “Paradise’” meetings.
For the future, the consensus of opinion
was that a motel where everyone can
have their own roem for privacy while
dressing, resting or doing whatever they
please was preferred over a meeting
hall. A room is also needed because of
the considerable distance many came so
they can stay overnight. More advance
notice of the meetings in the future, at
least 4 to 6 weeks. Thoughts were
presented for frequency of future
meetings, several would like to meet
every two months. For activities, a
potluck dinner, picnic or a make-up per-
son talk andlor demonstration was
suggested. In addition an Xmas type
party was suggested along with a 2 or 3
dollar gift.

t was pointed out that if meetings
were to be held frequently, help would

be needed to: 1) Handle write-ups, 2)
Typing, 3) Addressing envelopes, 4)
Motel and restaurant arrangements,
etc., 5) Handling funds, 6) Special ac-
tivity arrangements, 7) Obtaining food,
snacks, chairs, tables and transportation
to and from meet.

o complaints were registered and a

wonderful time was had by all, and I
am sure everyone is looking forward to
the next “‘Paradise’’. For those that did
not come, they really missed a real fun
time.
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[The Pittsburgh-Cleveland Chapter’s
last meeting was held at the same
location on November 12th. We hope to
have an illustrated feature story on this
one for our next issue as well as news of
their future gettogethers.]

Many of you have never seen a pic- §
; ture of our editor, Linda Ann
¢ Stephens. You may be assured that this
% has been due neither to difficulty in |
passing nor to modesty. The above pic- | ¥
¥ ture shows Linda Ann relaxing after a '§
® hard day at the editor’s desk and an-
¢ swering 10,000 ““Where is my Journal?”’
» telephone calls. So far, she has declined
4 er the Ms. Laurel Beauty C

& S -

need is a smile.

Wibenated
WOMEN

are Rettern

¢ Fran DeM., 11-IL-60304. A new Chicaego Alliance
member and an accomplished pianist. Now all we

“FRESH, DISTINCTIVE AND ENGAGING.

May be remembered as a landmark. Is likely
‘to prove one of the shrewdest investments
of the late 70’s.” —aary Arnold, Washington Post

cuirageons!

A HE“EHT R.STEINMANN - BILLY BAXTER Presentation Producers WILLIAM MARSHALL and :
HENK VAN DER KOLK Screenplay RICHARD BENNER Director RICHARD BENNER Original Musical Score
PAUL MOFFERT Musical Dtuc_lnr PAUL HOFFERT stam‘i CRAIG RUSSELL and HOLLI MGM.HEN .

west end circle
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MEASURING UP—Senior Airman
Louise Young, who stands 5 feet tall,
uses a steol as she measures Alrman
Basic Suzanne Henderson, 6°2”, dur-
ing processing at Westover Air Force
Base, Mass. Both women are Air
Force Reservists -assigned to the
gasth Tactical éirtﬂt Wing at the

ase. S i

Andrea K., 1-NF-AI1C. Do Canadian legs look
better than American legs?

Denue Cook, 3-DC-20009, models new outfit for
Baltimore-DC Alliance sisters.

September 21, 1977
22
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Fall Happenings In The Baltimore-DC Chapter

ummer activities with the Baltimore-

DC Alliance For Male Feminism gals
concluded with their big Annual Picnic
at Marilyn & Phyllis’s beautiful 214 acre
waterfront home on Maryland’s Eastern
Shore near Easton. Most of the gals
went swimming en femme and the food
spread was tremendous and delicious.
Sue Carter went home $15 richer as
winner of our 50/50 Raffle Golden Pot.
Nora V. walked off with the Raffle run-
ner-up prize. Bill Sneed, a Washington
Post photographer, and Jay Hirsch, a
free lance photographer/author from
New York City, joined with the chapter
for the festivities.

driene Amable, leader of our new

Chicago Alliance was able to join the
group and easily won the award for
traveling the greatest distance. People
who passed up this beautiful outdoor af-
ternoon affair just could not know what
they missed. In a ‘“‘comedy of errors”
(on the part of several persons who shall
remain unnamed) Rene C. & Jean R., 9
& 15-PA-17602, ended up being stran-
ded in Easton, Md. without being able
to locate our picnic.

Itogether they had 3 men, 11 female

women and 13 male women as
follows:
Marilyn&Phyllis Dexter21/22-MD-21654
Holly Dexter Marilyn&Phyllis’s daughter

Phyllis Anne E. 15-DC-20016
Nancy Phyllis Anne’s friend
Donna T. 10-MD20785
Nora V. Donna’s friend
Kathy & Sue Carter 7/8-MD-20716
Irene R. 32-MD-20715
Joanne & Helen Silvero 39/44-MD-21061
Jenniffer Wiswell 36-MD-20810
Michelle West & Linda  2/6-DC-20009
Jay Hirsch & Terry New York City
Linda Martin 4-VA-22193
Fran & Lynn B. 20/19-MD-21801
Sally Ann & Louise K. 34-MD-21666
Bonnie Kelly Bladensburg, Md.
Linda Ann Stephens 1-MD-20810
Bill Sneed & Sheila ~ Washington Post
Adriene Amable 2-1L-60610
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n September 10th the chapter re-

turned to its regular meeting place
for a program on Development of a
Feminine Voice by Males presented by
Dr. Linda Spencer and graduate
assistant Kathy Peters of the Loyola
College Speech and Hearing Center. Dr.
Spencer, a member of our International
Alliance Advisory Board, was her usual
dynamic self in describing the Loyola
program of assisting males in becoming
better women. The program includes
non-verbal as well as verbal training in
being a woman and invloves a one-on-
one tutoring situation working with a
female graduate student under Dr.
Spencer’s supervision. Video tape
sessions are $10 while the others are $8.
Males in the Baltimore-Columbia com-
muting area who desire expert personal
attention in perfecting all aspects of
their femininity are clearly missing a

‘golden opportunity if they fail to enroll.

Evening sessions are also available. Af-
ter hearing Dr. Spencer’s talk, no one
could doubt that any male can become a
very feminine woman! All it takes is ef-
fort and practice! Professional assistan-
ce, such as that offered by this Loyola
College Program obviously helps speed
the learning. 20 male women and 8
female women were in attendance for
the September program and party:

Dr. Linda E. Spencer  Loyola College

Kathy Peters Loyola College
Michelle W. 11-MD-21012
Carrie W. 56-MD-20840
Marilyn& Phyllis Dexter 21/22-MD-21654
Sally Ann K. 34-MD-21666
Kathy Ann Ragan 25-PA-17543
Lynn Nichols 18-PA-17055
Joanne & Helen Silvero 39/40-MD-21064
Kathy Carter 7/8-MD-20716
Rene C. & Jean R. 9/15-PA-17602
Denise Cook 3-DC-20009
Gypsy 37-MD-21231
Phyllis E. 15-DC-20016
Cathy P. 18-MD-21225
Betty Ann L. & Bea F. 18-VA-22312
JennifferW. 36-MD-20810



Bonnie,Connie&Dawn Kelly Bladensburg

Michelle West 2-DC-20009
Sally A. 12-DC-20044
Sandra Jenkins 31-MD-20785
Linda Ann Stephens 1-MD-20810

Sister Jeannine Gramick, SSND, dis-
cussed Roman Catholic views of male
womanhood and transsexualism with the
chapter on October 8. Sister Jeannine,
long an Alliance friend and supporter,
has a Ph.D. in Eduecation from the
University of PA and is listed in the
World Who’s Who of Women In
Education. She has also worked with
Dignity, a Roman Catholic gay
organization. Among other things, she
informed the group that transsexualism,
once viewed by church theology as
being contrary to natural law, is no
longer so viewed due to new inter-
pretations of what is natural.

n interesting feature of this meeting

was that it was held concurrently
with a Unitarian parish lobster fest in
the same physical facilities. The co-
location and intermingling was a
pleasant, new, enjoyable and
educational experience for both groups.
Should we propose a joint picnic or pot
luck supper next year? Only two of our
members got nervous about the crowd
and turned around and left without
coming in. Another arrived before we
posted signs to our new meeting room
and left because she could not find us.
Altogether though, we had 15 male
women, 6 femal women and 4 men in at-
tendance:
Sister Jeannine Gramick Mt. Rainer, Md

Dr. Jarosz Johns Hopkins, Baltimore
Dr. Tom Mazur Johns Hopkins, Balto.
Dick Rashke

Joanne & Helen Silvero 39/44-MD-21061
Susan Catonsville, Md.
Barbara B. 23-MD-21037

Irene & Nell R.
Rene C. & Jean R.

32/33-MD-20715
9/15-PA-17603

Betty Ann L. & Bea F. 18-VA-22312
Sally Ann K. 34-MD-21666
Bonnie Kelly Bladensburg, Md.
Jenniffer Wiswell 36-MD-20810
Phyllis Dexter 21-MD-21654

Linda Martin 4-VA-22193
Michelle West 2-DC-20005
Diana D. 14-DC-21001
Liz W. 38-MD-21401
Sandy Arlington, Va.
Linda Ann Stephens 1-MD-20810

The October 29 meeting included a
broad ranging discussion of future
plans. Speecial announcements on the
Christmas Cocktail Party and Banquet
on December 10 were handed out. The
gala annual event sponsored by the
chapter features an all one ean eat hot
buffet dinner (entrees of steamship beef
and seafood creole), cash bar, door
prizes, party favors, Christmas gift ex-
change, disco dancing, a professional
female impersonation troupe, 50/50 raf-
fle, presentation of annual awards, and
an after dinner talk by Ms. Judy
Stilwagon, a long time women’s
liberation activist and Alliance friend
and supporter.

he Halloween Party 50/50 Raffle was

won by Cathy P. who went home
$10.50 richer. Party and program ideas
for the coming year were discussed with
a number of new ideas and several
people volunteering to arrange
programs. In addition to Dr. Jarosz, 5
female women and 13 male women (two
as their “brothers’’) were present:

Susan Cannon 16-DC-20036
Denise Cook 3-DC-20009
Angela K. 62-MD-21053
Phyllis E. 15-DC-20016
Irene & Nell R. 32/33-MD-20715
Kathy & Sue Carter 7/8-MD-20716
Norberta T. Morgan .61-MD-21654
Sally A. 12-DC-20044
Linda Martin 4-VA-22193
Cathy P. 18-MD-21225
Dr. Jarosz Johns Hopkins Univ.
JK. & Gail R. Washington, D.C.
Cori Bail Baltimore, Md.

Phyllis&Marilyn Dexter21/22-MD-21654
Linda Ann Stephens 1-MD-20810

tay tuned! The next issue will tell
Sabout the Baltimore-DC Chapter’s
November Cosmetics Party and the an-
nual Christmas Cocktail Party and
Banquet on December 10.
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Southwick sees both
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sides

The New Hampshire, Sept. 27, 1977

By Elizabeth Grimm

A man I know wakes up in the
morning and often first looks in
his mirror. “‘Oh, no,” he some-
times says. ‘“This is going to be
an ugly da?r.” Other days he is
more satistied. "*I'his 18 a hand-
some one,’” he laughs.

For Wade Southwick, UNH 71,
the decision is a little different.
“For me, if I want to feel han-
some, I can,” he explains. ‘‘And
if I want to be pretty, I can. I
want to be able to have the chang-
mng identities.”” Southwick is a
transvestite.

Not to be confused with tran-
sexualism, a transvestiie, or
cross-dresser, is a person
(almost always male) who enjoys
wearing clothing of the opposite
sex.

The tall, big-boned 35 year-old
looks like any male who walks
down Main 3t., USA, in jeans and

‘a pullover sweater, except for

one thing. His fingernails are half
an inch long and neatly
manicured.

Southwick works part-time at a
trailer camp in North Hampton,
owned by his family, for seven
months of the year.

In the winter he is a ski instrue-
tor at Waterville Vallay ski area.
During his seven on-and-oif again
years at UNH, Southwick wag an
active member of the outing club
and president of the ski team for
three years. _

Sitting in the human sexuality
center at Hood House, Southwick
is quick to explain the important
difference beiween the terms
‘sex’ and ‘gender.’

““Sex is our biclogical make-up,
our basic drives before man rein-
terprets them. And gender —
that’s all the elaboration upon
these drives. If a person is called
a ‘feminine person,” we don’t
know the gender of that person.”

Last March first, Southwich
held a workshop during the after-

Peace on Earth

GOOD WILL
to
PEOPLE

noon of “‘sexuality day,” held at
the Memorial Unien Building by
the Human Sexuality Center.
Twenty-five people packed his
workshop and kept him talking
overtime for two hours.. South-
wick will hold another workshop
during this spring’s ‘‘sexuality
day’’ but also is available to talk
with people through Health
Educator Anne DuBois at Hood
House.

*“A lot of people are in the closet
in their heads,” says Southwick.
“They feel guiity and are afraid
they'll be caught and they want to
talk about these feelings.

“Many wives and girlfriends of
transvestites have difficulty deal-
ing with it and want to talk about
this. I tell them that it shouldn’t
be a threat. We're headed for a
uni-genderal society without the
absolute dictates of masculinity
and femininity.”

Scouthwick spends much of his
time in Boston working with a
group of people developing a
program on gender phenomena.
They are developing a hotline
service, rap sessions, seccial pro-

gram, and an ianformation
a bution center and educa-
tionz! program.

here’s lots of mis-

information on the subject,” he
says. ‘“Some people think that it
is a sickness or that there are
definite reasons fortrans-
vestitism . There isn't any one

reason.” . )
As a young child, Southwick

says he perceived his family to be
basically an unloving one. “I al-
ways wanted to be held. When I
was younger it seemed that it was
easier to be loved if you were a
girl.

“When 1 was four or five I
started playing dress-up with my
sister and she used to treat me
like a little sister. Then when I



was nine years old I put on a hula
skirt for my Webelos .badge in
Cub Scouts and a mother called
me pretty. I was embarrassed
but I enjoyed feeling pretty.”

_ Southwick- says he had no
qualms about cross-dressing un-
til.he was:discovered: “‘L-never
‘had any identity problems. Be-
fore I was cauglhit it never dawned
on me. But at fourteen I got whip-
ped by a non-understanding par-
ent. And also I had outgrown my
source of clothes from my sister.
So I said ‘to hell with it’ for a
number-of years and transferred
those feelings to nature and art.”

He adds that he used to.

“sneak’’ every now andthen until
a couple- of years ago. ‘“There
were a lot of things I considered
good that I had been repressing.
Like' compassion, for example..
You shouldn’t feel like you should
prove yourself and try to be mas-
culine. I have no desire to prove
myself to be one of the guys. I'm
not one of the guys--I'm myself
and I know me. I've come to like
myself.”
/A few years ago Southwick fell
in love with a woman who was
a major turning point in his life.
She helped him acknowledge his
transvestitism and feel positively
enough about himself to ‘“‘come
out of the closet.” They were en-
gaged to marry, but she died of
leukemia last November.

.The majority of transvestites
are heterosexual. Southwick says
he has always been envious of the
female experience but enjoys and
prefers the male experience. “I'd
choose to be male. I'm envious of
the female because I can’t ex-
perience it. But as a male, that
which is pleasurablé for females
I can enjoy without endangering
my masculinity.”

'He shifts his{mlking frame in
the chair and continues. “‘If a per-
son wants to appreciate a flower,
to. incorporate: Eastern philo-
sophy, it is not enough to see it.
You must be it. If you want to
appreciate the female experience
and understand it, then this is
how.’

“I wanted to kmow wiy a.

woman ‘cries at the movies. A
woman can put on a pegligee anc
that is a very sensual-experience;

she is: heightening her own
sensualitﬂi_ .A- woman can take
bubble, baths. If you are a
woman, you experience these
feelings all the time and take it
for granted that you are allowed
to experience thesé sensual sides.

“As a male I consider myself
extremely ‘lucky to use this
human - capacity for sensuality’
that most men get beat out of
them. Males are no less sensitive
— they are just reconditioned.

“Transvestites don’t have to
put up with masculine pressures.
There is.no better relaxation on
earth than becoming a different
person. A lot of males would have
a hard time coping with life if
they couldn’t do that.

“And Flip ‘Geraldine’ Wilson,
Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis, Jack
Benny and Ray Bolger are all
having fun when they imper-
sonate females. Pretending is a
turn-on. There is nothing wrong
with actjng out fantasies; it’s just
play-acting. It’s the other people
who bring something to it.”

Southwick feels that it is
feminine to look good and feel
good. I glance down at my cor-
duroys and. sweatshirt, which I
am wearing solely for comfort.
He catches my eye. “Ugh . . ." I
begin to hesitate. ‘““About what"
I’m wearing, Wade, and what you
are wearing there,”” 1 say as I
point to the photograph on the
table beside him that is
reproduced for this paper. _

“Um, well, Wade, I don’t-really
know how to say this, but I never
dress that glamorously. And to
tell you the truth, no offense or
anything, but, uh, that dress —
isn’t it sort of out of style?”’

““He--hbiirsts  into laughter.

“Yeah,” he-explains, “You see
now the styles are becoming um-
sexual. Nowadays the trend for
clothing is away from sex and
more for comfort. You're right,
the glamour queen is out of style.
But the number one reason for
cross-dressing is that it .is a
sexual turn-on.

‘““When transvestites are yourrsg,
the dressing is th¢ main turn-on.
When you get older it becomes
more transgenderal — that is,
you get bored with just the sexual
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Wade Southwick
part and the person enjoys male
and female experiences for other
reasons. For my dressing, I want
to be the best I can. I am still in
the learning process.”

Wade Southwick becomes
Merissa Sherrill Southwick when
he cross-dresses. “My family
prefers Merissa over me,” he
laughs. *‘She is nicer. I'm {rying
to keep her personality all the
time.”

Southwick says when he “‘came
out,” his sister didn’t know what
a transvestite was. “‘But she
knew that my feelings have
always been more intense than
most. She perhaps was the one
member of my family that had
the most difficulty and didn’t
know how to take it at first.. But
there was never a confrontation.
It was just a matter of getting
used to it. And for my nieces, it’s

an interesting aspect that makes
their uncle unique.”

Southwick stands up and pulls
on his sweater. When the snows

¢ome, Merissa Sherrill South-

wick will be-no.longer. “I'm a

Wade Southwick

transgenderal person but am still
a very masculine person. I ex-
press this in the winter up at
Waterville and don’t practice too
much, mostly out of preference. I
don’'t care who knows. My at-
titude is that it’s an incorporate

. part of my being. If people are

curious they ask me. I've never
had any problems and just go

. about my business, which is

teaching skiing.”

He acknowledges that he is an
extremely unique position: self-
employed and without a wife and
children. “If the situation had
been different, then I might have
continued to repress myself or
still transfer these feelings to art
and nature.” :

He leans forward and says in-
tently, “I see it as_something
beautiful and something better
and I'm proud of it. This is reflec-
ted to others. If you come off em-
barrassed then other people will
be. But I haven't been put down
even though I'm prepared for it.
And if some ignorant soul has to
build up his ego — then he can go
ahead.



C-2  The Washington Star

—Washington Star Photographer John Bowuen

TODAY'S GOOD FASHION NEWS:
TENDER IS ALL RIGHT

The romantic blouse — tender in its fashion implications,
innocent in its seduction — is back once again. Working their
subtle magic here are a Bertha collar, ruffles, lace and
covered buttons. Add wrist flouncing and tiny, stand-up collar
and yolk — both lace edged — and this poly and cotton voile
look shows why delicately Victorian blouses are giving
tailored tops a ladylike run for the money this fall. From Saks
Fifth Avenue, for §24.

— Eleni
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Pat Arnoldes TALLS

1306 G Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20005 347-2505
Tyson's Corner Center, Va. 893-7550

Landover Mall, Md. 322-3885

The Mall in Columbia Md. 730-5223

Pembroke Mall, Va. Beach, Va. 497-5993

Southpark, Charlotte, N.C. 364-3825

Westview Mall, Baltimore 747-0671

Now has Massey shoes
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THE WASHINGTON POST
Thursday, July 21,1977 -

FDA Réquiring

Direct Warning to

Users of Estmgen

By Morton Mintz

Washington Post Staff Writer
" The Food agd Drug Administration
ruled yesterday that the millions of
middle-aged women who take drugs
containing estrogen for a year or
longer must be warned repeatedly
- that they are multiplying the normal
risk of cancer of the uterus five to 10
‘- times.

Starting Sept. 21, the FDA will re-
gquire pharmacists and physicians who
dispense estrogen — the female sex
hormone—to provide users with a spe-
cial plain-language brochure each
time they {ill a prescription. i

The brochure rejects promotional
claims, which manufacturers and
others have made for more than a
decade, that prolonged use of estro-
gen actually may prevent cancer and,
in the process, keep users “feminine
forever.”

“You may have hedrd that taking
estrogens for long periods (vears) af-
ter the menopause will keep your skin
soft and supple and keep you feeling
young,” the brochure says al one
point. “There is no evidence that this
is so, however, and such .long-term
treatment carries important risks.”_‘

Manufacturers will print the bro-
chures. Ayerst Laboratories, a division
of American Home Products ‘Corp,,
makes the . most widely prescnbed
brand, Premarin.

. Currently, the FDA estimates, 3 mil-

lion women take the drugs for both

menopausal ~ atid  post-menopausal

symptoms. About twice as many were

taking them in December, 1975, when
three separate teams of scientists re-
ported that long-term estrogen intake
increases the risk of cancer of the en-
dometrium (lining of the uterus).

FDA Commissioner Donald Ken-
nedy said the agency is “concerned
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that estrogens are used.too frequently
and for too long, and our aim is that
the information to be provided to pa-
tients will lead to better use of these
drugs—including less pressure on
physicians to prescribe them.” )

Last year the FDA tightened the
estrogen prescribing instructions for
physicians. Only once before, how-~
ever, has the agency required that
crucial facts about a prescription drug
be provided directly to consumers.

The brochure, which will be pub-
lished Friday in the Federal Register,
says that estrogens have “important
uses,” but makes these key points:

e “ . .considerably more than half
of all women undergoing the meno-
pause have only mild symptoms or no
symptons at all and therefore do nof
need estrogens. Other women may

‘need estrogens for a few months,”

while they adjust to the lower estro-
gen levels naturally occurring in the
body usually between ages 45 and 55.

® “Somethimes women experience
nervous symptoms or depression dur-
ing menopause. There is no evidence
that estrogens are effective for such
symptoms and - they should not be
used to treat them . . .”

¢ Begause a postmenopausal estro-
gen user has five to 10 chances per
1,000 each year of getting endometrial
cancer, compared with a nonuser's
one per 1,000, “it is important to take
estrogens only when you really need
them.”

® “The risk of this cancer is greater
the longer estrogens are used and also
seems to be greater when larger doses
are taken. For this reason, it is impor-
tant to take the lowest dose of estro-
gen that will control symptoms and to
take it only as long as it is needed.”

- e In animals, estrogens can cause
tumors to develop in the. breast and
other organs. “At present, there is no
good evidence that women using es-
trogen in the menopause have an in-
creased risk of such tumors, but there
is no way yet to be sure they do not;
and one study raises the possmihty
that use of estrogens in the meno-



pause may increase the risk of breast
cancer may years later.”

" . In a-related action, the FDA pro-
posed language for a user brochure
for another class of hormones, the
-progestins. Some doctors use them to
test for pregnancy, but, the agency
said, they may injure the fetys—need-
lessly, because “more rapid methods

for testing for pregnancy .are now-

available.”

The drugs also have been used to
prevent miscarriage, but, the FDA
said, *“no adequate evidence is avail-
able to show that they are effective.”
In addition, birth defects can ocecur if
a woman takes the drugs during the
first four months of pregnancy, the
proposed:brochure warns.

The drugs.are sold under brand

names including ‘Delatutin, Dupha-

ston, Norlutate, Norlutin and Provera.

Eleanor McL., 2-NV-89502, a new Reno member
looks like a million dollars and clearly has things

together.

Hospital Sued Over Sex-Change Surderv

NASHVILLE, Sept. 21 (UPI) — Con-
tending she’s been left “half woman
and half man” by Vanderbilt Hospi-
“tal's refusal to complete a sex-change
operation, Pal Lepley has filed suit
seeking $500,000 damages.

The suit, which alleges Lepley un-
derwent a hysterectomy and a mastec-
tomy as steps toward a complete sex
change, claims hospital officials re-
fused further treatment because they

felt it would not be ccvered by Medi-
care or Medicaid.

But Dr. David G. Bowers, a Vander—
bilt plastic surgeon named in the suit,
said the hospital decided Lepléy,
should not go through with the opera-
tion because of “psychological prob-
lems.” )

“My understanding,” he said, “is
that she didn’t end up being a good
candidate for completing the proced-

dure.”

(215) RA 5-5878
RA 5-6878

ELECTROLYSIS

1009 HARTEL AVE.
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19111

PRIVATE MAKE-UP CONSULTATION

BLOSSOM C. PASTER
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Editor’s Mailbag

Dear Editor,

I’ve just returned from my trip to
Seattle and I am attempting to put my
universe in order.

After our telephone conversation and
considerable thought I've decided the
only way to get results is to put myself
out there. So enclosed is picture first
one of myself and since that time ['ve
shaved my arms and do my makeup bet-
ter etc. and am told I pass. My beard
being a heavy problem.

Please list me in the next listing with
my phone no. 707-763-5165 *“Jimi Rey"’
P.0. Box 941, Petaluma, Calif.

I’m single unattached, have my own
home plus a lake cabin, have just made
a firm decision to participate in
crossdressing to the fullest extent I’'m
able and still allow my universe to fun-
ction as usual.

This means to dress often to find and
meet new and understanding com-
panions and to participate in life. In or-
der to receive, we must be willing to risk.
That does not mean being heartless or
stupid.

My desire is to meet sincere warm and
loving people and give them the space to
be who they are.

Thank you for caring and sharing
with me.

Warmest Regards,
Jimi Rey
11-CA-94952

Dear Linda Ann,

Thank you (and the Alliance mem-
bers) for having Terry and me at your
picnic. May as well get rid of the bad
news first...enclosed are a few photos,
that is it, just a few. The pictures of you
and Jennifer taken on the boat, were on
another roll of film, and due to technical
difficulties that roll did not come out. As
bad as you may feel, I feel worse
because I really thought I had a good
shot or two. I sent copies of these pic-
tures to Irene and Jennifer. In case they
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do not show up at your next meeting I
thought the other members would like to
see how their sisters look, and that [ am
not out to distort anyone.

Someone asked me on the boat what I
“thought of all this.”” This may not be
the best way to put it, but I am a
photographer not a writer. I find you
and your sisters as strange as men who
go away for a weekend without their
wife or girlfriend and hunt to kill, or
men who play golf in funny clothes
without the ““women’’ or men who bowl
or men who wear a suit and tie when it is
95 out. I find it less strange than a
religion where women are not equal to
men, and the ministers swear a life to
celibacy (who would give food, a natural
body function?)

I find you and your sisters much more
acceptable than someone smoking a
cigarette or cigar in an elevator or small
room, much more acceptable than
people who drink and want you to drink
with them. If I had my rathers I would

- rather be with a group of TV’s or TS’

than with a group of cigar smoking,
alcohol drinking people with sponges for
minds.

I would like to come to another
meeting, with the purpose of taking
some more pictures and listening and
talking with some members, now that I
think I know who I want to talk with.
Like people in general (you are a people)
some of you are more interesting than
others.

From what I saw of you (and listened
to) I think you are more female than
male...at least when you dress, and I do
not know how often you do that. When
you dress as a female you are one. Your
body is also more on the female side, the
texture and muscle quality of your skin
and body. It appears to me you take
famle hormones.

[Editor’s Note: Thank you very much,
Jay! You are very flattering. Actually [
have never taken female hormones and
do not plen to. They are not required for
life as a male woman although the
Alliance has a number of members who

" have used them at one time or another.]



You were dressed Saturday for a
reason, and that is the impression I got
from you.

When I was speaking with Cathy it
was brought up that most women are
TV’s. They wear male clothing almost
everyday, depending on the women.
Women have much more of an outlet for
their emotional feelings than men, and
this is because of male domination. Men
really fuck things up, especially for
themselves.

This is even so in porn movies. Men
zet quite excited at seeing two women
make love, that is still considered
heterosexually acceptable to view, but
:wo men making love is considered stric-
:lv gay and for a gay audience.

Men basically still wear the uniform
of suit and tie to work, and to some
eating establishments to be accepted
while women can wear anything. Yet on
:he weekend they look like assholes in
:heir ridiculous golf costumes and stam-
ced out leisure suits...

Sincerely,
Jay Hirsh
New York City, N.Y.

Dearest Linda,

It was so nice to visit the group. My
zuest, Bea T., was delighted and char-
med by your sisters. She is planning to
22me again with me to the next meeting.

Please find my application and [dues]
:neck as promised. I find that your prin-
:2d material is well done and I do sub-
:cribe to your overview approach, par-
:izularly to your link with NOW, etc.

Love,
Betty Ann L.
18-VA-22312

Jear Friends:

This to let you know that I have
received and carefully read the contents
-f your ‘introductory’ package. A most
-omprehensive description of the aims
znd scope of your organization. I have
:2nt to your ‘library’ for a copy of the
Directory. I assure you that neither of

my requests for information is out of
morbid curiosity!

I shall be submitting my application
for membership early in July. I hope
that it will be approved.

A bit of trivia, if you don’t mind? 1
was tickled no end to see the ad of Lane
Bryant. Having had, in my wife’s name,
an active charge account with Lane
Bryant, I have often wondered about the
amount of business they have had with
transvestites. Their Tall Gals catalog
gets dog-eared in my house. I wonder if
the founder ever had the thought that
‘boys will be girls’. L.E. Massey and I
are old friends, too.

My occupation, which of course will
be in the application, allows me most of
the time at home. Once the maintenance
chores are done I can amuse myself by
writing in rhyme. Who knows, I might
become the Poetess Laureate of the
Alliance. While written in jest, there are
some bitter truths in it! Anyway, I hope
it will be of some amusement io the
staff.

Dee Dee W.

Hartford, CT
[Editor’s Note: Dee Dee’s ‘Ode To The
Closet Transvestite’ is published on
page  of this issue. How many vote for
Dee Dee as our new Poetess Laureate?
Weicome aboard Dee Dee and many
thanks for your Journal contributions!]

Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed a money order in
the amount of $50.00 to cover 1 year
membership, the balance to be donated
to your organization, together with my
membership application. I have also in-
cluded a couple of snaps which you have
my permission to use if you wish. Unfor-
turnately, I do not have any in black &
white.

I should probably give you a little
more background. I have been involved
in cross-dressing for many years, many

-many times I have tried to give it up,

thrown all my clothes away, got myself
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involved in all types of activities such as

extra work and sports in the hope that if

I kept myself occupied I would forget
about it, but it hasn’t worked. After a
while the urge to dress up again would
come back stronger than ever.

In the past few years it has taken a
turn which I did not expect. Where I
used to be happy if I had the chance to
dress up once a month, now this second
personality which I ecall Joanne has
become more demanding. Dressing is
only a small part of it. Joanne wants to
be a woman for longer periods of time,
as often as possible.

This left me very confused for a while.
I thought I could possibly be a TS, but
then again I have no desire to have my
sex changed.

In reading some of your material I
found that the term ‘‘male woman”’ fit-
ted me perfeetly. This is exactly how I
feel.

I have tried to speak to my wife about
it several times, but her reactions
ranged from shock at first to ridicule, so
we agreed not to talk about it. I don’t
want to hurt anyone nor do I want to be
hurt. I have contacted a few TV clubs,
but the response was entirely different
from what I expected, so I just gave up
until I received a leiter from Micheline
Johnson from Ottawa. She sounded like
a very nice person and sent some of your
literature. After a lot of thought I
decided to send in my application. I
would love to support your organization
in every way I can.

I trust that you will understand my
feelings and hoping to hear from you.

I remain,

+ Sincerely,
Joanne P.
1-BC-V2A6K4

liberte
egalite
sororite
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Dear Editor,

I’d just like to say it feels terrific to be
able to tell all my sisters in the Alliance
that I have an understanding wife! My
wife approves 100%

She is such a great help with makeup,
wardrobe...I just pray most of my sisters
who read this have just as an understan-
ding wife as myself.

My theory is if your wife loves you,
she’ll stand by you no matter what.

I was so much in the closet, by myself,
alone, before I told my wife, but I got up
the courage to tell her and have I grown.

A wife can realy come in handy
helping you match clothes, etc.

If it wasn’t for my wife, I’d probably
have an ulcer.

You who are afraid to tell your
girlfriend, I’ve told some girlfriends
before and have found80%of the women
will go for it.

I feel that’s why there are those of you
who are inactive. You are afraid to
share. You are even a little bit selfish. I
was afraid once, too. I know how it feels
not to be able to tell anyone, not to get
dressed up and go out.

You've just got to take the chance.
(The odds are with you). Believe me, the
prize is worth it.

Ratchal O.
7-PA-15220

RACHEL 0, 7-PA-15216,
AN ACTIVE PITTSBURGH ALLIANCE
GAL MARRIED TO A VERY SUPPORTIVE WIFE.

N,
30-PA-15216,

A VERY SUPPORTIVE WIFE



Dear Editor,

How have you been keeping lately?

I’m just fine. I'm writting a letter that
I would like you to print in our next
volume to see if I can get more people
(sisters) to write to me, as I still want to
get to know miore people like myself.
Also I’'m sending a picture of myself to
be published. It’s not a very good one as
it is a little dark. I had my wife take it
though, not enthusiasticly.

Thank you, Love, Anita.

Dear Sisters of the Alliance:

I would like to get to know more of
you than I do. Also would like to know if
any of you correspond with any
Canadian sisters from the western
provinces of Canada. As [ don’t get
much chance to get out to meet any one
because I don’t care to go to bars by
myself and Red Deer is a small city
that’s still kind of backward compared
to Calgary.

Now some things about myself. I'm
54", 1254, light brown hair, blue eyes,
look good and feel good in femme
clothes, wish I could acar them every
day but being married with two children
is not easy to dress up in from of two
young kids, that are old enough to know
but not understand the true meaning of
TVism/TSism. I would like to find a way
to get hormones for myself, so that
someday, some year, | may get what I
want, to be a female (with surgery). I
really enjoy being dressed up in
feminine clothes, make up etc. I have a
great hang-up on pierced ears and also
have them myself, as I love to be as
feminine as I can be with what I have.

Please Sisters (male or female) write
to me with your views to see if I can
straighten myself out one way or
another. I also love to read about
TVITS, female impersonators, etc., but
there is not too much information up
here (Alberta) to be had on the subjects.

If some one would even tell me or
send me some literature on the previous
mentioned even if only on loan to read,
pleas send them and I will read them
and mail them back.

Also I would love to meet a woman
that would want me to dress at all times
as a woman, act as a woman and speak
like a woman.

Would like to know also if any of you
ever travel to western Canada?

Love, Anita Dawn

Please Write:

Ms. A.D. Milligan

16 Onslow Sq.
Red Deer,
Canada
T4NSC6
(1-AB-T4N5C6)

Alberta,

Anita Dawn Milligan, 1-AB-T4N5C6

Irene R., 32-MD-20715, lovely Maryland belle

whose picture also graces our cover this issue.
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ESTROGEN THERAPRY:

The
To ngli

For more than a decade, promotional campaigns for estro-
gens and the preachings of a few physicians have tantalized
millions of menopausal and postmenopausal women with
the promise that they could remain healthy, youthful, and
sensual the rest of their lives. The promise is summed up in
the slogan “Feminine Forever,” which is also the title of
the book that helped spark the estrogen boom.

Estrogens have been prescribed for specific menopausal
«ymptoms, such as hot flashes, for more than 35 years. But
the use of estrogens nearly tripled between 1965 and 1975,
as millions of healthy women were encouraged to take estro-
gen pills routinely as a cure-all for aging, for the degenera-
uve diseases associated with aging, and for the emotional
dJifficulties of middle age. Estrogens grew into an $80-
million-a-year bonanza for the drug industry.

But the dream of femininity through drugs has turned into
a nightmare for some women, and estrogen advertising no
longer promises her everything. There is mounting evidence
that long-term estrogen replacement therapy. instead of
maintaining health and prolonging life, may lead to cancer,
vascular disease, and to premature death.

ESTROGENS AND CANCER

Three separate studies published in the last year indicate
that women who take estrogens are more likely to develop
cancer of the uterine lining (endometrium) than are women
who do not take them. In Seattle, the history of estrogen use
tor nonuse) by 317 patients with endometrial cancer was
compared with the estrogen history of 317 women with other
forms of cancer. From the resuits, the investigators calcu-
lated that estrogen users are 4.5 times more likely to develop
endometrial cancer than nonusers.

A study of women enrolled in a Los Angeles prepaid
medical-care plan uncovered the same trend. After review-
ing the histories of 94 women with endometrial cancer and
188 without, the researchers calculated that the risk of en-
dometrial cancer was 7.6 times greater for those who used
conjugated estrogens (the most popular type of estrogen
product) than for the nonusers. The risk grew with duration
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of use. For women who took estrogens for seven or more
years, it was 13.9 times greater than for nonusers.

In the third independent study, conducted at a California
retirement community, women who had used estrogens were
found to be eight times more likely to develop endometrial
cancer than nonusers. The degree of risk appeared to in-
crease with the dosage. :

Although the recent retrospective studies do not prove
that estrogen replacement therapy causes endometrial can-
cer, they indicate a strong association between the two—an
association consistent with animal studies and human hiol-
ogy, and consistent with a reported rise in endometrial can-
cer rates in eight areas of the United States. In some areas,
the incidence of endometrial cancer has been increasing at
a rate of 10 per cent a year—an “increase in incidence of a
magnitude that has rarely been paralleled in the history of
cancer reporting in this country,” says the research team
headed by Dr. Noel Weiss of the University of Washington,
Seattle. In general, the increase has been greatest in women
50 years old or older who are in the high socioeconomic
groups—the women most likely to be taking estrogens.

According to Dr. Weiss, the normal risk of endometrial
cancer in postmenopausal women who still have a uterus is
one case per 1000 women per year. But with regular estrogen
use, the risk grows to four to eight cases per 1000 per year.
That's a greater risk, for older women, than the risk of
breast cancer. The expected risk of endometrial cancer for
a woman taking estrogens “is similar to a pack-a-day smok-
er’s chance of acquiring lung cancer,” writes Dr. Carol
Proudfit in the Journal of the American Medical Associa-
tion. She fears even more trouble ahead. Because of the time
cancer takes to develop (perhaps a decade or more), and
the surge in popularity of estrogens in the 1960's, “it is pos-
sible that we are just beginning to see the manifestations of
years of estrogen treatment.”

As this issue went to press, the U.S. Foed and Drug Ad-
ministration was proposing changes in estrogen drug labeling
that would spell out for physicians the acceptable uses of
estrogens, warn about the risk of endometrial cancer. and
suggest the least hazardous treatment regimen for specific
menopausal symptoms. The FDA also proposes including a
package insert for the patient. The American College of Ob-
stetricians and Gynecologists will issue its own recommen-
dations. One director of that specialty organization advises
using estrogens only to treat vasomotor symptoms (like hot
flashes and sweats) and vaginal atrophy (drying, thinning,
and loss of elasticity of the vaginal walls). Even then, he
suggests using the lowest possible dose and stopping treat-
ment after six months to see if symptoms persist.

Ironically, the studies that elicited this flurry of Govern-
mental and professional caution have also been used as a
sales tool by some estrogen manufacturers. Because those
studies either did not mention specific products or implicated
the most widely used brand of conjugated estrogens—~Pre-
marin, made by Ayerst Laboratories—some producers of
other types of estrogen took heart, and advantage. Their
recent advertisements seem to suggest that their progducts,
unlike conjugated natural estrogens (whch are commonly
derived from animal sources), are unrelated to increased
cancer risk. For example, one ad for a synthetic conjugated
estrogen product—Genisis, made by Organon, Inc.—heralds
the “End of the age of ‘natural’ estrogens” and “The dawn
of a new age.” An ad for a synthetic single estrogen—Estrace.
made by Mead Johnson Laboratories—called the product
... the major human estrogen . . . primary estrogen of the
human ovary. . ..”

The Medical Letter, a respected independent publication
on drug therapy, rejects any implication that one estrogen
product is any safer than another. “The consensus of in-
formed opinion is that no convincing evidence has demon-
strated that any one type of synthetic or natural estrogen is
less likely to be carcinogenic than any other,” says The
Medical Letter. All estrogen originating outside the body,
whether natural, synthetic, conjugated, or unconjugated.






with men. Could it be that estrogens provide some protection
to premenopausal women, protection that declines with the
fall in estrogen production?

Recently, that suggestion has been put aside. The current
medical belief is that there is no sudden increase in heart
disease in women after the menopause, but rather a steady
increase with advancing age. According to current thinking,
there is a particular, but still undefined, group of men who
are vulnerable to premature coronary disease. It is that
group that accounts for the statistical difference in heart
attacks between men and women under 50, not a hormonal
difference between the sexes.

If estrogens do have an effect on heart-attack incidence, it
may be for the worse, as we noted earlier. Recent evidence
indicates that estrogens, in the form of oral contraceptives,
increase the incidence of heart attack in premenopausal
women, especially those from 40 to 44 years of age. In a
study of men with a previous heart attack, low doses of estro-
gen did not prevent a repeat attack, and high doses increased
the likelihood of a repeat attack. The verdict is not yet in,
but Dr. Louise Tyrer, an obstetrician-gynecologist with
Planned Parenthood, said she would be very concerned
about putting a woman who has high blood pressure or a
family history of early heart attacks on estrogen replace-
ment therapy.

OSTEOPOROSIS: AN UNRESOLVED ISSUE

The sharpest medical controversy surrounding estrogen
therapy concerns its use to treat and prevent osteoporosis—
the thinning and increased porosity of bone. About one out
of four postmenopausal women eventually suffers from a
serious form of this condition. It commonly produces back-
ache and may lead to vertebral body collapse, a shortening
or bending of the spine (the so-called dowager’s hump), and
hip fractures. Osteoporosis has been linked to lowered estro-
gen levels because its incidence rises after menopause, and
it develops sooner and more severely in women whose
ovaries are removed.

Yet osteoporosis occasionally occurs in young women
with normal estrogen levels, and three out of four post-
menopausal women remain free of the severe variety of the
disease. Why some postmenopausal women become osteo-
porotic and some do not is unknown. Both groups may be
equally estrogen-deficient. Estrogen deficiency is only one
factor that tends to promote bone loss. Others may include
physical inactivity, calcium and protein deprivation, and
general malnutrition.

Estrogen therapy seems to relieve the pain of osteo-
porosis in some women, at least iemporarily. But its value is
uncertain because the pain may stop for a time even with-
out drugs.

What about the use of estrogens for preventing osteo-
porosis—probably the most commonly given reason for long-
term estrogen therapy? The FDA is currently reviewing the
scientific evidence supporting that use. But according to the
FDA Drug Bulletin, “Even if estrogens prove to be effective
for this indication . . . long-term prophylactic use will require
most careful individual consideration as well as the patient’s
fully informed consent.”

There may be alternative ways to deal with osteoporosis.
Experimental programs for prevention and treatment are in
progress using calcium, fluoride, and vitamin D supplements,
a high-protein diet, and exercise.

REDUCING THE RISKS

Just as physicians disagree on the reasons for administer-
ing estrogens, they disagree on the methods of administra-
tion. But with the recent evidence linking estrogen use to an
increased risk of endometrial cancer, caution has become the
key consideration, and certain general principles are emerg-
ing. Women who are candidates for estrogen therapy should
be aware of those principles.

If a woman is started on estrogen replacement, her physi-
cian should first take a careful history and perform a thor-
ough physical examination. (Existing liver disease, breast or
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uterine cancer, or heart disease would rule out estrogen
therapy.) The physical exam should include a Pap smear
for cancer detection. Some doctors also use the vaginal
smear as an index of a woman's estrogen levels and then as
a periodic check of the effectiveness of therapy. Other doc-
tors depend on a woman's symptoms to determine the need
for treatment, the lowest effective dose, and the proper time
to discontinue treatment.

The estrogen regimen that appears least hazardous, ac-
cording to the FDA, is “cyclic administration of the lowest
effective dose for the shortest possible time with appropriate
monitoring for endometrial cancer.” If estrogen is pre-
scribed, it is usually given orally for 21 days and then with-
held for seven days. That week of rest prevents continuous
estrogenic stimulation of the uterus and minimizes some un-
desirable side effects, such as breast tenderness and bloating.
If bleeding occurs, it generally begins toward the end of the
week without treatment. Such bleeding is known as estrogen
withdrawal bleeding. Some doctors prescribe synthetic
progesterone to estrogen patients to ensure complete shed-
ding of the endometrium. (Progesterone is a hormone pro-
duced by the ovaries in women with normal menstrual
cycles.) But the safety and benefits of the estrogen-proges-
terone regimen as replacement therapy have yet to be
evaluated.

Whatever the regimen, all patients on estrogen replace-
ment should be seen by a doctor regularly, usually at 6- to
12-month intervals. During the examinations, the doctor
should note the effectiveness of treatment and perhaps es-
tablish a new minimum dose. An estrogen patient who ex-
periences unscheduled vaginal bleeding should see her phy-
sician as soon as possible.

Because of the known and potential risks of estrogen re-
placement, CU’s medical consultants advise that therapy be
re-evaluated and discontinued periodically, to see if symp-
toms return. Vasomotor symptoms, such as flashes, usually
need to be treated only for a period of months, according to
the FDA, and rarely for longer than a year. (Atrophy of
the vagina may require treatment for a much longer time,
but estrogen-containing vaginal creams or suppositories are
often sufficient.) In younger women who experience an
artificial menopause after their ovaries have been removed,
symptoms are generally more severe, and treatment may be
required for a number of years.

A WOMAN'S RESPONSIBILITIES

The safe use of estrogen replacement therapy is not up to
your doctor alone. If you are already taking estrogens for
the menopause, or if your doctor or an acquaintance suggests
taking estrogens, you can help protect your health by being
informed, being wary, and heeding the following advice:
® If you are now taking estrogens, ask your physician
whether a trial period without estrogens would be advisable
for you. If the decision is to continue therapy, perhaps a
lower dosage would still control your symptoms. Such a re-
evaluation would be particularly useful if you have been on
replacement therapy longer than a year. Don’t feel that if
you've been on estrogen replacement a long time the damage
is already done and there’s no use going off. One of the
endometrial cancer studies revealed that the longer a woman
stays unexposed to estrogen, the lower the risk of cancer
becomes.
® Do not begin estrogen therapy without carefully weighing
what it can do for you against what it can do re you. Because
of the potential hazards, only severe symptoms warrant its
use. Are your flashes, sweats, or other menopausal problems
incapacitating? Can you learn to live with them? If you
remember that they are transient, perhaps they will become
tolerable. Caution is most important if you still have your
uterus. (In a woman who has had a hysterectomy, en-
dometrial cancer is no longer a concern.)
® If you and your doctor decide that estrogen therapy is
essential for you, request the lowest effective dose. If your
therapy requires that you take medication every day, ask
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weur doctor if a cyclic regimen—giving your body a respite
from sstrogen stimulation—can be prescribed. If more than
= year goes by and your doctor has not suggested a trial
peniod without medication, you should suggest it.

% During estrogen replacement therapy, periodic examina-
tioms are essential to monitor the effects of the drug, to decide
whether the dosage should be changed, and to evaluate the
meed for continuing therapy. if you have vaginal bleeding
ot any time other than that scheduled for withdrawal bleed-
mg. inform your doctor at once.

® Participate as a partner in deciding whether estrogen re-
placement therapy should be started and how it should pro-
ceed. Be sure your doctor explains the risks associated with
weatment as well as what benefits you can expect. Discuss
apenly any reservations you might have. If your doctor does
@0t show caution in the use of this potentially dangerous
drug, seek the opinion of another doctor.

R R I I R )

Joanne P., 1-BC-V24, a good looking woman who
knows it, who enjoys it and whao is proud of it.

| 4 closeup of Rene C., 9-PA-I17602, an active
i member of the new Lancaster-York Alliance For

Male Feminism.

Joanne P., 1-B:-V24, our new Alliance housewife
fmm the Pacg"c Northwest.
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Hospital Garb Traded

For Female Fashions

By MARICA ELLIOTT
Staff Writer

If you had the chance to see Farrah
Fawcett model a black negligee in a fashion
show, would you go?

If your answer is yes, then you might just
get that opportunity on May 24 when fabulous
Farrah appears in a fashion benefit spon-
sored by operating room nurses and techni-
cians.

If you think this is jive, you're right. It
won't be the real Farrah of Charlie’s Angels,
but it will be her double in the person of Dr.
Harold Newman. who will be wearing her
famous hairstyle a la wig and ‘revealing™
lingerie. And though it's only second best.
she's bound or rather he is bound to give the
audience a real charge.

With him will be a number of other doctors
and medical personnel, also dressed as
fashion-conscious women. They will have
exchanged their white hospital garb for the
latest in bikinis. evening gowns. wedding
dresses and casual sportswear.

The unconventional fashion benefit will be
held on May 24 at 8 p.m., at the Bordeaux
Convention Center. It is being sponsored by
the Association of Operating Room Nurses
and the Association of Operating Room
Technicians.
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Proceeds will be used for educational
purposes, to provide scholarships and to help
absorb some of the costs of continuing
education for operating room nurses and
technicians.

Questions about who will participate bring
giggles from show co-chairmen, Mrs. Lisa
Jordan. certified operating room technician,
and Mrs. Robert M. Hallbauer, registered
nurse, who have been busy with “fitting”
sessions.

Appearing with "“Farrah” will be a six-foot.
four-inch blushing bride, Dr. Gary Copeland,
who will be wearing a white gown of Alencon
lace with a Sweetheart neckline. The bride's
father, Dr. James Askins , will be wearing
blue overalls, and he will be carrying a
shotgun. “‘Her” mother, Dr. Joe Hardison, will
be wearing a black dress and veil, and “she’ll
be carrying a large handkerchief and will
probably be crying a lot,” said Mrs. Jordan.

Attired in pink and blue flowing jersey
nightgowns which are gathered at the waist,
will be bridesmaids, Dr. Harold Newman.
Dr. Joe Meek, Dr. David Beckham, Dr. R.
Carnevale, Dr. Tom Hurdle and Dr. C.T.
Daniel. They will be carrying baskets of
yellow daisies .



Dr. Ray Carnevale Gets New Hairdo With Aid Of Lisa Jordan

The Capitol at Bordeaux is supplying
fashions for “A Day In The Life of An
Everyday Housewife.”” Adrien Williams,

professional humorist, will emcee. The show

is open to the public, and admission will be
charged.

Others, who will be showing what the
“everyday. housewife”” would wear to' go
grocery shopping, attend a tea, play. tennis,
swim or go out for the evening, will be Dr.
James Askins, Dr. Ed. Garber, Dr. Joe

Hardison, Dr. Tom Hurdle, Dr. Sid Gardner, :

Dr. Dino Pantelakos and Dr. Luther Sappen-
field. Ken Jackson, respiratory therapist, will
. don a bikini.

The reaction of the medical staff when they
were first asked to help with the benefit was
as hilarious as the show will be, according to
Mrs. Jordan and Mrs. Hallbauer.

At first, it was a little bit difficult to..get

them to do it,” said Mrs. Jordan.

Mrs. Hallpaver said the responses were

*““you’re really going through with this?’

“One doctor said, ‘oh, yes, I'vé modeled
before.’ 1 asked, ‘women’s clothes?’ He said,
*Huh?’ Some of them hemmed and hawed for a
couple of weeks. They wanted to know, ‘can 1
pay instead’ or can I send my wife to pick out

the clothes?” We said, no; they would have to
pick out the clothes themselves.
“We have a great bunch; they're being
very good sports. The fittings areysterical.
“Their first question is ‘can I go out and
look?" They walk out with trousers sticking
out from nightgowns and they look in the

‘three-way mirror to see how it fits. They

check their profiles like a lady would.”

Some of the doctors feared that their
patients might see them in the department
store while they tried on fashions. Some wore
dark shades, and others really didn't care to
check their profiles. ’

Even though the two women have been
helping with the fittings, they still aren't used
to seeing the doctors attired in female
fashions.

*These are men we work with and respect.
It's hard to look at them in these clothes and
not laugh. It's just hilarious,” said Mrs.
Hallbauer. )

Plain and simply, “*a low-cut formal with a
hairy chest is a funny sight indeed.”
according to Mrs. Jordan. And that sight
should provide quite a bit of good humor at
the fashion show.



BLUSHING BRIDE—Deda
Kelly helps Dr. Gary Co-
peland with a picture hat
draped with illusion to com-
plete the southern belle
design of the gown. Dr. C.T.
Daniel, looking on, is sure to
be the hit of the reception in
this_vee-neck gown
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Dr. Harold Newman
is fitted in a slinky negligee
il by Andrea Hallbauer.




Dr. Ed Garber (left) and Dr. CT. Daniel Ready for Cocktails Lisa Jordan And Dr. David Beckham Decide On Hem l.eng

Betty Ann A., 1-IL-60552. This picture was taken
on her 70th birthday. Doesn’t she look great to be
70 years old? Many years! Bet she will still enjoy
being Betty Ann when she is 100.







Ellen Goedman

‘Sissy’ Just Isn’t Anymore
as Long as Jocks Endorse It

Boston.
The whole thing happened in one of
those two-story planes they build to make
vou forget that youw're 5 miles up in the
air. I had just settled into a chair and
opened a magazine when who should ap-
pear but Jo Jo White, standing half-naked
in his littie white cotton underpants with a
towej wrapped around his neck.

Now, let me explain. I am not the sort
of person who even fantasizes about en-
countering strange men in their under-
wear on planes, trains, etc. The one time I
was sent to interview a houseful of nud-
ists, I broke the Guinness Book of Records

for maintaining eye contact. I leave the .
rest to Erica Jong, who has a less conven-

tional fear of flying than I do.

But Jo Jo was not alone. He was to the
right of Denis Potvin and above Pete
Rose, happily occupying a page in the
middle of a respectable national news-
weekly, which was not called Vive. In
short, there were eight male athletes pos-
ing in their little nothings for a Jockey ad
over the cutline that read: “Take away
Their Uniforms and Who Are They?”

Well, it seems that Ken Anderson is a
Fun Top and Jim Hart is a Slim Guy Box-
er. The oply one who was fit to be seen in
public was Jamaal Wilkes, who looked as
if he were merely wearing a uniform of a
different color. As for Jim Palmer’s
teeny-weeny green print bikini, his Skants
were a scandal. Is it possible that he was
not raised under the 11th commandment:
Thou Shalt Not Ge Out of the House in Un-
seemly Undergarments Lest Thou Get in
an Accident.

What were these jocks for Jockey deing
—aside from earning a lifetime supply of
undies? What were they doing wearing
hockey gloves and hlue denim bikinis in
front of miilions of Americans?

They were being paid to convince the
rest of the male population that-it's 0.K.
to buy items they wouldn’t have been
caught dead in at 15. At that age, the aver-
age American male already had a condi-
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tioned response to anything that looked
fancy, sexy or smelled good. That re-
sponse was to the single word imprinted in
the playgrounds of their minds: sissy.

As the mere sound of sibilant S, strong
men pulled their bodies into gray flannel
like terrified turtles, shaved their heads to
within an inch of their lives and learned
how to remove each other’s teeth with a
single biow.

But over the past handful years, men
have been urged by women and assorted
merchants to adopt a variety of products
that once were verboten. The more ques-
tionable the origin of the product, the
more they were sold as maler than male.

Pocketbooks were not, gasp, pocket-
books, but tote bags and carry-alls de-
signed to look like saddle bags for the
Marlboro man’s horse, or tackie boxes for
the fisherman. Men wrote articles to each
other about how to carry them—carefully
—in a distinctively male. over-the-shoul-
der fashion, as opposed to a female over-
the-shouider fashion.

It was obvious that if you wanted to
sell men anything even vaguely neuter,
you had to inject it with visual and verbal
testosterone. Jeweiry, for instance, could
be sold either in the garrote chain style or
as medaliions heavy enough to double as a
mace. Rings were popular in the brass-
knuckle fashion; bracelets that looked like
recycled handcuffs were also all right.

Perfume—forgive me—male cologne,
was repackaged and re-baptized. They be-
came things like promise-him-anything-
bui-give-him-Hai Karate. And then came
Macho, a perfome in a bottle the shape of
wiich will never appear in this family
newspaper. :

But nothing has worked quite as well in
the fight against sissy stuff as the jock. No
one kicks sand in the face of a superstar.
Dave Kopay’s efforts notwithstanding, an
athletic endorsement is as effective in
fighting the old conditioned response as an
Anita Bryant seal of approval.



Joe Namath sold pantyhose before he
turned brute, or should I say, Brut. Pete
Rose took to Aqua Velva before he
stripped down to his Metre Briefs. (From
the look of him in the briefs, I suspect he
was drinking the Aqua Velva when he
signed the modeling contract.) -

The more things change in male decor,
the more they stay the same in the ads.
The more androgynous the product, the
more macho the role-model. So progress
inches forward, or downward, to the Tro-
pez Brief.

As a trend-watcher might suggest, it’s
only a matter of time before we have Dr.
Julius Erving, the basketball superstar,
selling eye-liner under the brand-name
Sado. In the meantime I wish Jo Jo
White’s mother would cover the poor boy
up. It must be cold in a Boeing 747 with
just a pair of white briefs and towel over
your shoulder.

~

Kathy Ann Ragan, 25-PA4-17543, the lovely, sexy,
sensuous and sensitive leader of The Lancaster-
York Alliance For Male Feminism relaxes after a
hard day promoting this new Alliance chapter.

9w o WOMAN
NOT A Ginf

Trina Wood, 7-TX-78209, an understanding girl- |
friend par excellence!

QUAL RIGHTS for
E\QN OMEN

Janice B. Trotter, +-ON-L54, a Canadian Alliance
sister from Ontario.
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This article is reprinted with permission 6from F.IL
News, No. 22, published by Neptune Publications,
P.0. Box 360, Belmar, N.J. 07719.

SANDRA MESICS' THOUGHTS ON
THE SUICIDE OF ROMAINE ATURA

I was greatly saddened to hear of the tragic death
of Romaine Atura, a young post-operative transsex-
ual from New York. Her death was a suicide; she
jumped off the roof of a building and fell to her
death. The reason why she chose to die was obvious
to.those of us who knew her: She was unhappy with
the results of her sex reassignment surgery.

When something like this occurs, our first in-
stinct is to find fault. Was it the fault of the doctor
who performed the surgery, or was it perhaps due
to the psychiatrist who approved her for surgery?
Was it Romaine’s friends, who may have influ-
enced her to go ahead and have it done, or was it
Romaine’s fault for acting too hastily?

! can feel personally at fault here, since a mutual -
friend called me a short time before Romaine’s
death, telling me that she was despondent after her
surgery, and asking me to call her and speak to her
about it, since | had just gene through the change
myself several months previously. | promised to,
but get sidetracked for reasons unknown. By the
time | got around to calling, | was greeted with the
news of her death. it is hard for me not to feel some
responsibility for Romaine’s death — perhaps |
could have helped.

Since | am what might be considered a spokes-
person for the transsexual cause, people immedi-
ately assume that | am pro-sex for anybody who
wants one. This couldn’t be farther from the truth. |
am highly critical about the whole process, and now
that I have gone through the whole thing, | feel that
| can talk from experience. It isn’t for everyone.

When | met Romaine, | was all set to enter the
hospital — in fact it was about two weeks previous
to my own operation. She excitedly asked me about
the whole thing, telling me that she was consider-
ing such a move. Looking at Romaine, it was hard
to tell her that it wasn’t for her — she was lovely,
completely passable as a woman, soft-spoken, in-
teflligent, and had a secure job and living arrange-

- _ment. On the surface, she seemed an ideal candi-
47" date. However, | resisted my initial urge to tell her



to go ahead — that was not for me to do and, as |

have always done, | spoke to her in realistic terms
about what she could expect.. _

When | had finished speaking to her, | thought in
my mind that she was not mentally prepared to take
the step. And so, several months later, | was sur-
prised to hear that she was already out of the hos-
pital, living as a complete woman. She had moved
through the process very quickly — perhaps all too
quickly.

No physacran wuH operate on a transsexual
without a psychiatric recommendation. Unfortu-
nately, these ‘‘evaluations’’ are often hardly more
than a brief fifty-minute interview with a psychi-
atrist chosen by the surgeon. There is only so much
information that can come out in such a short period
of time, and most transsexuals who are even re-

' motely -aware of. their condition know the textbook
answers to the questions that the shrink will be ask-
ing them. It is all too easy to snow them. As one TS
put it, “‘You plunk down the seventy-five dollars
and they approve you.”’

| fear that this is what happened in Romaine’s
case and happens all too often in this situation. She
knew all the answers, but I’m sure that until the
day she went into the hospital, she had her doubts
about the whole thing. But can you blame the phy-
sician? i was operated on by the same doctor who
performed Romaine’s surgery and | can attest to his
technical competence. I'have known about six other
transsexuals who had their surgery performed by
this man, and there was not one botched job in the
lot. | found him to be a very warm, compassionate
man, who feels that he genuinely performing a
much needed service for people with gender pro-
blems. Sure, he’s making money by the fistful, but
he could do just as well performing nose jobs or
wealthy society women.

Romaine committed suicide W|th|n twc months of
her surgery, having had sex, but not having enjoy-
ed it. She simply felt that there was no feeling in
her vagina, and she panicked. In this situation, | '
feel she jumped the gun — two months of healing
after such major surgery is too little time to expect
any sort of sensation. Speaking very personally and
frankly, 1 will say that in my case, | wasn’t dble to
enjoy sex for three or four months, and even now,
over a year after my surgery, | am not orgasmic one
hundred percent of the time (but then again, who
is?). | believe that if Romaine had not expected in-
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stant results, she might still be alive today.

Technically, the surgical procedure is not perfect
but it is close enough not to present a major prob-
lem if the person is willing to make sacrifices.
When | went into the hospital, | had convinced my-
self that there was a possibility that | might never
be able to have sex again, that | might never have
another orgasm, that | might always have gyneco-
logical problems. And yet | felt that it would all be
worth it. | had done a lot of mental preparation and
a couple of years of soul-searching.

My psychiatric evaluation was done by a team of
psychologists and psychiatrists over a period of six
months. | was interviewed for hours on end, being
judged not only by my answers but by my appear-
ance, manner, and degree of adjustment in the fe-
male role. | was given a three-hour battery of psy-
chological tests that had me mentally and physical-
ly drained by the time | had completed them. These
doctors did not particularly want to see the patient
get the surgery, so when they told me that { would’
benefit from it, | knew that | had a good chance, but
i really didn’t need them to tell me that. | knew all
the textbook answers that | could have given them,
but if 1 had, who would | have been fooling? Only
myself.

There used to be a lot of pressure among TVs,
drag queens, and transsexuals to go ahead and
have the surgery. You might say that for awhile in
this subculture sex change was the vogue. How-
ever, now several years later, a lot of these people
are lamenting the fact that they went through with
the surgery. It’s no longer being viewed as the cure
for being gay — itis a deadly trap. Doctors are now
alarmed at the high suicide rate among post-opera-
tive transsexuals.

What is the solution? | feel that the answer lies in
screnning applicants for the surgery more closely,
getting back to the principles set down by johns
Hopkins Hospital : at least a year of living as a wo-
man. During this time the applicant is interviewed
by psychiatrists and other post-operative transsex-
uals who can tell the person what to expect. Follow-
up studied on post-cp transsexuals are badly need-
ed to fill in some of the voids in information about
what happens to these people.

However, all this is too late to help Romaine and
the many others like her. Her life was a tragedy and
her death was needless. | can only hope that at last
she has found peace.
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Transsexual
discrimination

LOS ANGELES.
HIEF Petty  Officer
Michael Clark spent
s=arly 12 years in the navy. He
s=cumulated a folder full of
e=tters of commendation and
=zs well liked by his col-
Eagues.
Sergeant 1st Class Joanna
Tlark spent nearly two years in

By Shearlean Duke

the U.S. Army Reserve. She, too,
accumulated a folder full of letters
of commendation and was well
liked by her colleagues.

Michael Clark and Joanna
Clark are the same person — and
possibly the only person in the
U.S. ever to serve in one branch
of armed services as 2 man and in

Chief Petty Officer Michael Clark, who spent 12 years in the

Uhited States Navy before sex change surgery.

another branch as a woman,

Michael Clark served in the
navy from 1957-1969, when he
was honorably discharged. In 1975
he underwent a sex change opera-
tion and became — legally and
biologically — a woman named
Joanna Clark.

Several months following the
surgery, Miss Clark enlisted in the
U.S. Army Reserve, where she
served for nearly 19 months as a
Sergeant First Class. ‘

She joined the reserve because
she had liked the military and,
with nearly 16 years in the U.S.
Naval Reserve, hoped to accumu-
late a few more years of service
toward military retirement
benefits.

When Miss Clark walked into
the Army Reserve Centre in
nearby Los Alamitos nearly two
years ago, she did not hide the fact
that she was a transsexual — and
Lieutenant Colonel Art Wold-

. ford, U.S. Army (retired), an

administrator for the 49th Medical
Battalion assured her the sex-
change operation didn’t matter.

“I'm the one who enlisted her,
and she made absolutely no
attempt to hide her background,”
Wolford said recently, a few days
before he received orders from
6th Army Headquarters not to
discuss the case with the press.

*“It didn’t bother me one bit.
She was a person qualified to do
the job we needed done.”

But Wolford, a civilian emp-
loyed by the Department of the
Army, obviously was wrong about
the sex-change operation not mat-

y 72 z’? ppe it %:73}74&)( Semini sl Hordd
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i best man for a job
nay b{z 0

tering. Officially, the army took a
dim view of having an admitted
transsexual in its ranks.

So on August, 10, 1977 — after
19 months of army service —
Sergeant Clark received a letter
informirig her she was being
released.

The official statement from the
office of the Chief of Legislative
Liaison reads:

“In accordance with current
Army Regulation 40-501 an indi-
vidual with abnormalities and
defects of the genitalia such as
change of sex is disqualified for
enlistment. It is the Department
of Army policy not to waive this
disqualification due to the
requirement for continuing
maintenance therapy and the high
incidence of psychological prob-
lems associated with the con-
dition.”

Why was Joanna Clark allowed
to serve for 19 months before the
regulation was enforced?

The answer to that question is
under investigation by the Army
Inspector General’'s Office in
Washington, D.C.

“We won’t get any comment
from them until that investigation
is complete,” said Lieutenant Col-
onel High Waite, chief of the news
branch in the army's office of
public affairs.

When that investigation will be
completed Waite does not know.

All this has left Joanna Clark
confused and angry. She says that
as long as she is able to do her job
she should be allowed to stay in
the Reserve.

She had hoped to spend
enough time in reserve duty to
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bring her total number of years of
military service to 20, entitling her
to retirement benefits.

Miss Clark, who is doing cleri-
cal work through a temporary
employment agency in nearby
Orange County, has beeen trying
to fight the army’s decision to
release her.

Miss Clark believes that Army
Regulation 40-501 should be done
away with — or, at least, waived
in her case.

There are others who share her
opinion. .

One of them is Captain J.C.
Smith, a navy doctor in Long
Beach who is often called up to do
army physicals, after being asked
to complete a physical examina-
tion of Miss Clark in July, Smith
recommended she be allowed to
remain in the service.

“I found no reason, physically
or mentally, that she couldn’t per-
form her duties.” Smith, a doctor
at the Naval Regional Medical
Centre, told the Los Angeies
Times. “Personally, of course, it

Joanna Clark today, after her release from the US. Ar
Reserve. Below, Sergeant First Class Joanna Clark
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was my feeling that since they (the
s==v) knew about her and she had
w—v=d that long — she wasn't
wwing to hide anything — I felt a
wawver could be granted. She is
sble to do her job and she has
ssown she can do her job. A
waiver could be made, but it
would have to come from the
army.”

Wolford, the man who signed
Miss Clark up for the Reserve,
#iso believes she should be
slowed to stay.

Wolford, a 30-year army vet-
#ean, is one of Miss Clark’s most
enthusiastic supporters.

Miss Clark believes the army’s
sosition not to grant a waiver is
wased on fear and the need to save
Sace.

I served with honour and dis-
mection during My army reserve

zareer,” she said, “without physi- |

=al or psychiatric impairment.

This is borne out by the numerous *

letters of commendation. I

received.”
Miss Clark, 39, is a thoughtful,
articulate woman with. red air
and blue eyes. She’i§ 1.8 metres
tall and weigis nearlv 86 kilog-
rams. ‘
Her sex-change <Opération-two
years ago was the result of years of

" frustration and confusion, she

says. “As far back as I could
remember, I couldn’t understand
what it was I felt or why 1 felt that

way,” Miss Clark said. “All I
knew was that I was different from
other boys because I didn’t enjoy
the things they did.I did do them,
of course. Society is a very good
teacher in making you confurm.
So I learned very quickly the
things I could do and the things I
couldn’t do.”

Miss Clark claims that it was
attempts at conformity that led
her into the unsuccessful mar-
riages, one of which resulted in a

ST. PETERSBURG
6340 CENTRAL AVE.

TAMPA
1728 S. DALE MABRY
SARASOTA
2067 SIESTA DRIVE
BANKAMERICARD-MASTER CHARGE
9:30-5:30 MON.-SAT. )

son, who is 16.

Her first marriage, right out of
secondary school, lasted for 11
years. “I can describe it simply,”
Miss Clark said. “I made he- mis-
erable and she made me misera-
ble. But in my generation you
stayed married, regardless.”

But Miss Clark’s marriage did
eventually end in divorce in 1970.
She says she made a last-ditch
effort to conform by remarrying
two years later. 5

-¥%Wg.-had ptoblems;: 05" she’
recalled: *\and { finally told hér
that I thought I was a jranssexual: -

. And she said. *What's that?' and I".

said, ‘I think I'm just as female as -
you, inside.” ; LoE @
T After making that adrissien;
Miss: Clark went to see a psychiat-
rist and eventually entered a prog-
ramme for transsexuals at Stan-
ford University, where she under-
went psychiatric evaluatiom.

— LAT

Mary Elizabeth Parker, 2-AZ-85040, a new
Alliance member from Phoenix. Smile gal!
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MIXED SINGLES
By Andrew Kopkind

The sports page epic of Renee Richards raises prickly questions of identity, of mas-
culinity and femininity, of body and soul - so sensational because they are so confound-

ing and evon threatening.

It was one of those oppressive
mid-Atlantic afternoons in August, when
just going outside is like walking into
somebody’s mouth. The spectators
around the tournament court at the
Orange (N.J.) Lawn Tennis Club were
soggy enough simply from sitting in the
stands. Down below, Renee Richards
was melting like the Witch of the West,
her shert hair plastered to her pate, an
haute couture tennis frock drenched and
clinging to her large, lean figure. But de-
spite the dismal day, she was exuberant
as she defeated Kathy Harter, a well-
regarded opponent a dozen years her ju-
nior. As the bleacheis cheered her victo-
ry, Richards strode to the edge of the
court and placed a long arm around Hart-
er’s shoulders.

““Kathy, you're one hell of a
girl,”” she growled warmly. Harter
smiled appreciatively and looked up into
Richards’ face: “*You are too, Renee.””

It was not an easy compliment for
Harter to reiurn. Richards’ fast shuffle of
her cards of identity from Jack to Queen
convinces old friends and a few sexually
progressive tennis pros. But the estab-
lished stars, such as Chris Evert, and the
controlling organizations, such as the
Women's Tennis Association, still think
of Renec as Dick.

[Reprinted from New Times]

genital and urological equipment. Dick
was born again as Renee (literally, ‘‘re-
born”’ in French) and moved to Newport
Beach, Calif., where she began new oph-
thalmological and tennis careers—this
time in the women'’s ranks.

For many months Renee Richards
kept her new profile low. She treated her
patients and played the odd tennis set at
the John Wayne Tennis Club. But at a
match earlier this summer in La Jolla, a
spectator ‘‘read’’ Renee (in the jargon of
sexual closetry) as her former male in-
carnation, and a San Diego newscaster
started running with the tip. Now the ball
was in her court.

“I pleaded with the TV man for
hours,”” Richards told me recently. I
asked him net to go on the air with the
story, but he did. Even sc, I could have
buried it. It wasn’t national news. My fa-
ther and my sister urged me to wait it
out, until the story died off and I could
go back to leading my life again. I had
that choice.”

But because of the “‘zillions of

. letters”” from sexually oppressed sympa-

Dick Raskind, M.D., started play- '

ing tennis as a kid, captdmed the Yale

(Class of 56) tenms team, advanced toa -
top seed in the national men’s over-35 °

rankings, narrowly missed a Forest Hills
championship and meanwhile built a lu-
crative and respected practice as an oph-
thalmologist. Finally last summer, Ras-
kind gave up the retreating ghost of his
masculinity and underwent the surgery
which exchanged his male for female

thizers seeking a spokesperson, or be-
cause of her own need for real-life vali-
dation, Richards went public. She ap-
plied to compete in the big women'’s
maiches of the year, found an old tennis
friend who let her enter the tournament
he was organizing at Orange Lawn and
volleyed with press and players there
with equal agility. She lost the $1,800
first prize money in the semifinals, after
a sleepless week of hounding by an in-
sidiously curious press. But a few days
later she won more than $100,000 from
Random House and Ballantine Books at

n “‘auction’ for rights to her autobiog-
raphy, whereupon she announced she




would take a year off from eye-doctoring
in favor of tennis and other pursuits. At
42, she may find the other pursuits more
rewarding than the tennis. But all things
considered, the score surely stands:
Advantage, Richards.

Even in a season crowded with
ample subjects for gossip, Renee Rich-
ards is a commanding media phenome-
non. The transsexual process changed
her into an event as well as a woman, and
made transsexualism itself a hot topic.
TV’s Medical Center unzipped its sex-
change two-parter as a September rerun.
In Emeryville, California, female-to-
male transsexual gym teacher Steve
Dain won the support of 175 students
and parents protesting his arrest for
“willful disturbance’ of a teachers’
meeting after he asked to resume his
teaching career as a man. Richards her-
self turned up on a New York television
news-talk show before her publicity
agent began worrying that she was giving
away vauable details of her story that
might more profitably be saved for ‘‘the
book.™

Richards held up well under the
barrage, but the klieg lights were hot and
the headlines assaulted a woman whose
very life would titillate the masses and
make moralists of improbable observers.
“Well, a bad joke ended today when
Renee Richards lost. . . ,"" one televi-
sion sports-reader said. “‘Renee Rich-
ards, who made a mockery of women's
tennis . . . , " another began.

““The vast majority of transsexu-
als prefer to merge back into society as
women.”’ Richards said softly in a talk
we had in her Madison Avenue hotel
suite during the Tennis Week week.
“They don’t want to be something spe-
cial. But I'm an event because I have be-
come open about it.”’

Now people gawk at her in the
streets and old friends gossip, but Rich-
ards maintains a single-minded sense of
control over her social environment. She
finds comfort in the kindness of strang-
ers:  ‘‘Just the other day in my old
neighborhood a man recognized me,

stopped his car, jumped out, ran over
and shook my hand,’” she reported. For-
mer tennis buddies still call for games;
one friend had her over for a set at an ex-
clusive Manhattan club, causing ‘‘quite a
sensation’" at courtside. But she keeps
up the friendships she values from the
old days and forms new ones (there are
rumors of a romantic liaison with a man
in California) despite the celebrity.

‘I feel the pressure tremendous-
ly,” she allowed. *‘l feel I have to be-
have perfectly, to beamodel of decorum.
Then I go home and I don't behave so
perfectly,” she grinned. **At practice
yesterday, I whacked the ball so hard
against the clubhouse wall T knocked
down a picture on the inside. You see,
I'm damned if I do, damned if I don’t in
this thing. If I don’t win a tournament,
then I'm a flash in the pan. If [ do win,
then everyone will say I have a tremen-
dous advantage because I used to be a
man.”’

Tennis is a way to prove her legiti-
macy as well as a danger to it. *'It’s my
vehicle for expressing the social issues:
that a transsexual is a woman in every
conceivable way and is entitied to the
same rights that every woman ought to
have, and also that a person in a sexual
minority should be allowed to live with-
out social ostracism, and not be deprived
of gainful employment.”” But tennis, as
she said later, is also ‘‘my game.”" The
tennis fixation occupies an emotional
place second only to the transsexual
urge. Both are deeply engrained. When
Richards’ father—also a physician (her
mother, a psychiatrist, died in 1961)—
saw her for the first time ‘*as a woman,””
the subject was, as it always had been,
tennis.

“*He's a real macho guy,” she
said of her father, ‘‘a big bear. 1 had an
intuition he’d be in the stands that day,
and he was. We were close, but we al-
ways dodged the sexual issue. After the
match, he came over and said just what I
knew he would: ‘You don’t get down to
hit those low balls,” and ‘Throw the ball
up higher when you serve.” ™

54



To smooth the way in her new
world, Richards travels with a public rela-
tions agent, a slightly unbelievable
Southern Californian named Dave
Buffum, who describes himself as direc-
tor of “‘a private clinic and an education-
al foundation.” Buffum’s brash disin-
genuousness grates against Richards’
gentle sincerity. During the morning I
spent with Richards in her hotel. Buffum
flew into violent telephone tantrums in a
corner of the room, disrupting our con-
versation with noisy threats and obsceni-
ties over some snafu in scheduling a ten-
nis match. Richards sat quietly, waited
out the torrent of abuse Buffum was
dishing over the receiver and asked him
gently but firmly to take his calls in
another room.

The publicity Richards generates
wherever she goes says as much about
the gossipers as the gossipee. Just her
existence as a changeling raises prickly
questions of identity, of masculinity and
femininity, of body and soul—so sensa-
tional because they are so confounding
and, in a sense, threatening. Some peo-
ple have always chosen extraordinary
sexual styles, manners and affects. But
gender was never something to pick and

i

The talk is tennis: after a

Néw Jersey atch‘ Richards chats with 2 y

choose, like items on a supermarket
shelf. Even after Christine Jorgensen
and Jan Morris—two cof the very small
number of transsexuals who have ‘‘be-
come open’—gender remains one of the
immutables of existence. As Richards
learned soon enough, society still needs
to cling to some test that will **prove’” it
is impossible to change sex in mid-
stream.

Renee Richards presents herself
as a living contradiction of that proposi-
tion that gender is parceled out one-to-a-
customer at birth and cannot be traded in
thereafter for an exciting new model.
“I've known I was a transsexual ever
since [ was an infant.” she insists. *‘['ve
had an absolutely overwhelming desire
to become the woman I felt I am. It’s a
kind of emotional malignancy—not a dis-
ease, of course—but the desire grows

“and grows and there's no stopping it. |

tried for years and years and years to
deny it. I tried to grow a beard. I joined
the Navy. I tried psychoanalysis, mar-
riage, having a child—all kinds of male
endeavors.” _

Some of those attempts worked
for a while to distract or deflect the
the obses-

D
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oung oppo-

_ nent. When Renee's father dropped by, he counseled her on her serve.
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sion won. ‘‘If a person is a true transsex-
ual,”” Richards said firmly, ‘‘and if he or
she has the wherewithal to do it—the
money and the knowledge—they’ll even-
tually have the surgery, no matter how
hard they may have tried to avoid it.”

Like many children with less ex-
otic sexual ambivalence, Dick dealt with
his doubts by overcompensation. He ac-
cepted his father’s compulsive tennis in-
struction and used his early sports prow-
ess for entree into the community of
male athletes. A classmate from Horace
Mann High School in New York, who
alsowas a New Hampshire summercamp-
mate, remembers young Dick as *‘very
graceful, but not effeminate, an average
kind of guy—except that he had the only
big-game tennis serve at Camp Moosi-
lauke.”” Raskind went on to Yale, dated
the prettiest New Haven girls, then did
his medical school stint in Rochester,
N.Y. Later, he served in a Naval hospi-
tal, taught at Cornell Medical School and
earned a national reputation as an expert
on the surgical correction of cross-eyes
in children. ‘

From time to time, the ‘‘malig-
nant’’ compulsion to become the woman
he felt he was almost overtook Dick. In
1967 he flew to Casablanca for ‘‘the op-
eration”’ but recoiled at the filthy hospi-
tal conditions and the lack of postopera-
tive care. He came back depressed and
despairing of relief. It was then that he
met Barbara, a generation younger and,
everyone agrees, singularly beautiful.
They eventually married.

“‘Dick and Barbara were mirror
images of each other,”” Renee said,
speaking of her earlier self in a curious
grammatical form which might be called
the Third Person Distant. Her bibliogra-
phy as well as her liftstyle had to con-
form to the grammar: During the transi-
tion period, she ‘‘collaborated’” with
Dick. Her curriculum vitae lists eight
learned publications authored by Ras-
kind, R.H.; the ninth and tenth are by
Raskind, R.H. and Richards, Renee.
Now the collaboration is ended and she

can publish all by herself. “‘Dick™ was
obviously absent from the hotel room
where Renee and [ talked about his life
with Barbara; Renee seemed to refer to
him as to a cousin of whom she was
fond, but whom she rarely saw—
anymore.

“Dick was a pretty man at that
time—that is, a very good looking man,”’
she continued, catching herself and smil-
ing slightly. No immodesty there: after
all, Dick was somebody else, somewhere
else. “*There was instant rapport.”

Whatever it was, it did not last
very long. Dick was on his way to be-
coming Renee, and Barbara gave up
hope of keeping her husband a man. A
somewhat waspish acquaintance was
less charitable in describing the end of
the marriage: *‘Dick wasn’t interested.
Barbara w.- :icasant, terribly attractive,
but hardly a.:= to cope with the grecery
shopping . less transsexualism.™
Shortly &iie- :he birth of their son,
Nicki, Dick c¢.gan the long process of
medical treatments and psychological
preparations which climaxed in the sex-
reassignment surgery, and the couple
separated.

As a physician and surgeon, Ras-
kind knew the difficulties and risks of the
entire transsexual procedure. Most clin-
ics and attending doctors require the
prospective surgical patient o undergo
years of hormone treatment before any
irreversible cutting is done. At the same
time, the patient customarily ‘‘trans-
vests’'—cross-dresses and assumes the
mannerisms and habits of the desired
sexual identity.

For Raskind, it was an elaborate
charade. At first he was Dick by day and
went in ‘‘drag’’ as Renee after office
hours. Later, when the estrogen hor-
mones began enlarging his breasts and
shifting his shape, it was Renee who
donned male drag for work, complete
with a man’s wig and conservative suits.
Raskind’s colleagues noticed a certain
rise in the pitch of his voice (actually, an
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acquired talent and not the result of the
estrogen) and the changes in his figure.
Never guessing what he was going
through, they postulated that he had can-
cer of the larynx and was taking hor-
mones for treatment.

The pioneer nears 50: Richards’ polite
reception contrasts with that accorded

Christine Jorgensen, the first transsexual,

who was seen as a freak.

Estrogen does not usually remove
a man's beard or body hair, so electrol-
ysis is invariably a painful necessity for
male transsexuals. The female hormone
does increase breast size (and some en-
largement remains even if treatment is
stopped), but silicone implants are some-
times added. Estrogen causes impotence
in the male; and it must be used for the
rest of the transsexual’s life to maintain
a ‘‘female™ body shape.

The operation—actually. several
surgical procedures often performed in
two or three separate sessions—took
place for Raskind in early August 1975.
The surgeon was Dr. Roberto Granato, a
well-known specialist in the gender-iden-
tity subculture. He is said to have some
200 sex-reassignments in his credits.
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Renee doesn’t talk about the clini-
cal details of her surgery, but in the typi-
cal case of the male franssexual, castra-
tion comes first. The testes are removed,
but the empty scrotum is left in place; it
will later form the lips of the new vagina,
the labia majora and minora. The penis
is also removed, but its skin is used to
fashion the lining of a vagina that will be
sensitive to erotic stimulation. The pros-
tate is usually removed as well, and the
urethra is shortened and redirected to
allow sit-down urination. Sometimes a
“‘cosmetic’” clitoris is added as an aes-
thetic last touch. Naturally, the repro-
ductive organs cannot be rebuilt to func-
tion ‘“‘normally,”” although uterine
transplant may someday be possible. But
like the cosmetic clitoris, it too would
serve to reinforce the *‘feeling™ of wom-
anhood rather than the function. The
medical process does not stop with the
operation. When she is discharged from
the hospital, a post-surgical male-to-
female transsexual is fitted with a dilator
which must be inserted often to keep the
refashioned vagina from closing. And
hormone therapy must continue indefi-
nitely—despite the possibility of cancer
risk in older “*‘women’ (there are, as one
would guess, no studics of the cffcct of
estrogens on older transsexuals).

The female-to-male operation is
much more difficult. therefore more ex-
pensive and, possibly for that reason,
more rare. A hysterectomy is per-
formed, the penis is constructed with
skin and bone grafts and a cosmetic scro-
tum is fashioned with fake testes. The
new penis is not erotically sensitive and
does not become erect with stimulation:
a prosthesis must be used to accomplish
insertion in intercourse. Born-again
males can achieve orgasm via their clito-
ris, a remnant from their female days
which is retained in surgery and enlarged
by male hormones. The new females,
however, can usually achieve orgasm
with their new vaginas.

The surgical plumbing is the only



aspect of the transsexual phenomenon
about which there is some scientific
agreement. The causes, significance and
even the definition of transsexualism
lurk in the greyest of areas. The exact
place of transsexualism on the spectrum
of sexual orientations has never been
fixed. Renee Richards says she always
knew she was a transsexual and not a ho-
mosexual, but the distinction is based on
subjective fantasies and cannot be ob-
jectively described.

*‘Ialways knew the difference be-
tween the two,”” she said with a trace of
disapproval for another minority. Debo-
rah Feinbloom, author of one of the best
descriptive texts on the murky subject,
Transvestites & Transsexuals: Mixed
Views, explains that male-to-female
transsexuals usually entertain sexual
fantasies in which they are women—
making love to men. Homose xual males,
on the other hand, are generally quite
clear that they are men—making love to
other men. Or maybe it's on the same
hand. ““How clear is it that subjective
fantasies make the difference?” a psy-
chiatrist who used to work with Dick
Raskind asked. Objectively, Dick was a
man attracted to other men; subjective-
lv. he was a woman attracted to men.
Some psychologists would say that the
transsexuai fantasy is simply an elliptical
transformation of the homosexual im-
pulse, but perhaps the subjective reality
is sufficient in itself to constitute a sexual
category. Difference or not, transsexuals
are compelled to make extraordinary
mutilations of their body to act out their
fantasies—which in itself is different
from most other sexual orientations.

The situation is further complicat-
ed—perhaps hopelessly—when some
male-to-female transsexuals go through
the medical rigamarole to become lesbi-
ans to be women loving women; but as
yet there are no reliable reports of wom-
en becoming homosexual males. There
is,-of course, the distinct phenomenon of
transvestism — 'men dressing as women
(almost never the other way around, for
unfathomed reasons). Transvestites may

be transsexuals: indeed, all transsexuals
are transvestites at some point.
Transvestites may be gay or straight—
and those two groups are generally hos-
tile to each other, in one degree or anoth-
er. At the end, the mind boggles at the
possible combinations and permutations
of sexual styles, and the vocabulary is
scarcely adequate to deal with all the
concepts. , )

One thing, however, is coming
clear as more transsexuals ‘‘become
open’’: there are many more ‘‘preopera-
tive™’ transsexuais than anyone had ima-
gined, and there is evidence that they
turn up with similar frequency in every
culture and society. Deborah Feinbloom
believes that a clinic such as the one in
New York where Dr. Granato reassigned
Renee Richards ‘‘does two operations a
week.”" There are 40-odd gender identity
clinics in the U.S., and 20 hospitals
where surgery is reguilarly performed.
Richards says there are 3,000 operated
transsexuals and perhaps 10,000 precp-
eratives who would have surgery if they
could.

" Drag, hormones, electrolysis and
plastic surgery do not make a man into a
woman, or vice versa. Neither are there
any single tests which aione can prove
one’s gender. There are various clinical
tests, but none is entirely adequate. For
instance, the vaunted chromosome test,
which counts ‘‘Barrbodies™ in cells
scraped from inside a subject’s cheek,
makes so many mistakes that it cannot
be used for U.S. legal purposes. (One
European woman who was found to
have too many ‘‘male’” chromosomes
and was barred from Olympic competi-
tion asked the attending officials, ‘“What
should my children call me now? Pop?™")
Not even the presence of one or another
organ definitely establishes gender.
A woman was booted from sports com-
petition because she had testes—even
though they did not function to give her
“‘male’ characteristics. So arbitrary is
sex assignment in some cases that babies
born with *‘extra’ organs are surgically
limited to. whichever gender their physi-
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cians find medically convenient or their
parents deem socially agreeable. One
male baby who suffered accidental surgi-
cal damage to his penis during circumci-
sion was simply molded into a female.

For most purposes, Renee Rich-
ards is a woman. Her driver’s license is
stamped “‘F"" in the proper place, her
medical papers have been appropriately
changed, she is eligible for lower insur-
ance rates on the basis of the extended
life expectancy of a woman in the ac-
tuarial tables. She has the same genitalia
and urological equipment as most other
women. She does not ovulate or men-
struate, and she cannot conceive
offspring; neither can millions of wom-
en, for one reason or another.

We know the difference between
men and women by the thousands of lit-
tle signs and signals they send out in nor-
mal behavior. If gender matters at all in
everyday social intercourse, it is usually
because the signs are given a special
weight. Gentlemen open doors for ladies
not because the females have a certain
preponderance of XX chromosomes or
functioning fallopian tubes, but because
they relate to chivalric men in a certain
obedient, appreciative way. Not the
least irony in the transsexual phenome-
non is that many male-to-female reassig-
nees feel they must exaggerate the silli-
est signals of femininity to reinforce
their self-image. Renee Richards studied
and assumed the attributes of what she
calls ‘*sexually labeled behavior™ simply
to be taken for a woma~—at a time in the
history of sexual mdres when many
women are struggling to remove the
same oppressive labels. In our morning’s
conversation in Manhattan, she seemed
to be concentrating intently on the de-
tails of the feminine manner. Once, she
crossed her legs in the ‘“‘masculine™
style, with one ankle on another knee—
like a male tennis player in the locker
room; then she quickly and gracefully
slid into the ‘‘feminine’” fashion of one
knee cupped inside the other. I saw the
confusion of motions, and she saw me
seeing it. There are limits to the game.
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Renee may notbhe a
complete “success” as a
woman; there will
always be something
unfinished about her, a
sense of neither-nor, a
bionic unreality. But
there must have been
the same sense

about Dick

The event of Renee Richards is
another jolt in the awakening sexual con-
sciousness of Americans, but while it
has liberating effects, it is not necessarily
an act of liberation. A less ‘‘sexually la-
beled™ society might not correlate geni-
talia with identity, nor manner with be-
ing. We are not, after all, what’s be-
tween our legs (or what we do with it),
nor how we cross our legs. The use of
sexual categories for sports seems
poised for passing, too: not because men
and women are always the same, but be-
cause there are other categories that
make more sense than sex in specific in-
stances. There are women who are old-
er, taller, heavier and less “*femininely”
proportioned than Richards playing ten-
nis. Why is sex the common category?
The outrage over Richards’ entrance into
the women’s rankings seems to have less
to do with any possible defilement of the
flower of feminine athletics than with the
threat to the process of categorization
she poses.

Renee may not be a complete
“*success’’ as a woman; there will always
be something unfinished about her, a
sense of neither-nor, a bionic unreality.
But there must have been the same sense
about Dick. America is not yet ready for
de-labeling. But the changes are rapid. A
quarter of a century ago, Christine Jor-
gensen—the first “‘open” transsexual—
was universally regarded as a freak. The
New York tabloids exploited her, the
New York Times practically ignored her:




“Bronx Boy Is Now A Girl”" deserved
five paragraphs buried on page 18. A few
months later, the second Kinsey study
was published; it was banned by the
U.S. Army in Europe, and because of
the furor the Illinois state library system
banned all 8,000 books on sexual topics
from its shelves. The Times index devot-
ed three inches of one column to the
heading “*Sex’"in 1952.

Renee Richards now rates daily
stories in the newspapers and sympathet-
ic treatment in the weeklies. Most of her
mail is ungqualifiedly supportive. The
Times index has a full page under **Sex,”
and a dozen subheadings to boot.

A more complete change may
come too late to let Renee Richards
merge back into society as a woman, as
she once wanted. She is already too
much a part of the process and not sim-
ply its victim. For what is finally fas-
cinating about her is the way in which
her story becomes a metaphor for Amer-
ica right now: the sexual ambiguity, the
identity crisis, the instant renewal, the
complete retooling, the self-absorption.
No Viennese psyche-searching or Orien-
tal mind-meditating accomplished her
changes. Her method was technological:
pills and plastic surgery—and her route
led through the media. And when it was
done, she followed the rest of America
on the road to rebirth—to the Southern
California sunbelt.

When the cheering and leering
stop (and when she is really too old to
play tournament tennis), she may still
feel at home on the beach, with the rest
of bionic America. By then the status sit-
uation for sexual minorities may be so
skewed that no one will care about the
differences. She ought to fare better than
Christine Jorgensen. That old pioneer is
now dragging 50, she’s worried about her
estrogen dosage and she finds little com-
fort in the fame of those who followed
her trail through the sexual wilderness.
“All in all,” she told a friend not long

ago, “‘I've got all the problems of a mid- |

dle-aged woman, along with all the prob-
iems of a middle-aged man.”” ®
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[Editor’s Note: Gemini has extended the following offer through March, 1978. The
Gemini directory somewhat duplicates the Non-Confidential International Alliance
Membership Directory. While only some Alliance members subscribe to Gemini,
they have a number of non-Alliance members in their directory. Internatione!
Alliance members are encouraged to take advantage of Sally’s offer and make your

own evaluation.]

GEMINI: The Nationwide Social Network
For The Male-Woman

ally Douglas, Founder, and first
Director of Salmacis “The
Equalitarian Feminist Social Society”,
originator of the concepts of male-
Sfeminism and male-lesbianism, retired
from the Society in 1975, shortly before
its amalgamation into the International
Alliance in order to have the freedom to
expand her original concept of a co-
operative nationwide social network of
participation male-women into a viable
entity.
his concept is now a reality - and is
available to every member of the In-
ternational Alliance.
Sally, after teaming with her partner -
genetic female Louise McCarthy -
formed GEMINI-Social Introductions
Jor people in Alternative Lifestyles. This
new organization is now serving more
than 1500 male-women, feminist women,
and men who wish to date she-males;
nationwide.
In order to implement a long neglected
phase of male-feminist social in-
troductions, Sally has made a significant
breakthrough in extablishing a working
relationship with the Seahorse Collec-
tive which originated the Journal for
Bisexual Feminist Women.
Using this base of operations, Sally is
now originating a dialog between
the bisexual feminist women and the
androgynous male-woman. By means of
this interchange of ideas, many bisexual
feminist women (who are biased toward
the femme as a marriage partner) will
come to know the feminist aspects of the
male-woman.
For those male-women, who consider
themselves male-lesbians this
arrangement could prove to be of
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inestimable value.
owever, this ONE aspect of the
Hrelationship between the male-
woman and society does not comprise
the TOTAL effort of GEMINI.
EMINT’s Alternative Social Register
is an equalitarian publication. It is
open to everyone interested in cross-
genderism; regardless of sex, sexual per-
suasion, race, color, creed, or whatever!
Listed in GEMINI’s pages are: male-
women who wish to meet women, or
men, or couples, or other male women.
Men, whe wish to date she-males.
Women who are interested in meeting
other women, or male-women...etc.
OR ANY SINCERE
MALE-WOMAN who believes that
transgenderism/transexualism is a
viable contemporary lifestyle, GEMINI
can be of great assistance. Because it is
the Digest and Catalog of everyone who
has surfaced since the beginnings of the
Salmacis Society in 1971! And it will
enable her to MEET people who have
similar interests to hers, in a locality
near hers.
nlike all other media featuring con-
Utact between she-males and others,
The Alternative Social Register contains
no personal ads, and no pornographic
content. Instead, the total knowledge of
GEMINI'’s staff about who’s who, what
each person considers as her lifestyle,
and who she wnats to meet, is abstracted
in a compact and easy to use format that
enables GEMINI TO PRESENT THIS
VAST MOUNTAIN of information in a
useable way, in a book that is affor-
dable.
deally, the names, addresses, and
phone numbers, of all socially active
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male-women could be listed openly in a
"Blue Book” such as the telephone
hook, or the city directory. However,
many male-women have worries about
reprisals from members of the
“establishment’’ who do not understand
the implications of male-feminism, and
possibly never will. In order to circum-
vent this possible danger, Sally lists
many persons under security codes.
However, in so doing, she requires
EACH listing subscriber to demonstrate
her own sincerity and commitment by
financing the cost of forwarding letters
to her.
his is an original development! Sally
has placed the burden where it
belongs, so that every subscriber to the
Alternative Social Register has access to
more than 1500 persons - WITHOUT
HAVING TO PAY ONE CENT IN
FORWARDING FEES!
n keeping with the philosophy of open
feminism, GEMINI is an equalitarian
publication. The Alliance’s members
can feel assured of equal treatment no
matter what their personal, individual
lifestyle may be. There is no homo-
phobia at GEMINI! Try them, and see!
For the male-woman who seeks the
companionship of feminist bisexual
women, and can demonstrate her
feminist posture through a complex
testing program, Sally’s partner, genetic
female, Louise McCarthy, has her per-
sonal program of introductions to
feminist women. The casual reader is
advised to be sure of her “‘feminism”’
before applying; as Louise’s program is
stiff!
Saily stresses the importance of
developing friendships with people
who are meetable on a face-to-face basis.
Much can be accomplished in getting to
know one’s own self, as well as others, if
personal meetings can be arranged.
And GEMINI gives the socially active
male-woman just this capability! To
meet people who live near her - who
have interests which complement her
own.

LOUISE McCARTHY, 10-CA-94025,
APENNY FOR YOUR THOUGHTS.

hould any Alliance member wish to

avail herself of the capabilities of
GEMINI'’s staff, Sally, as a member of
the International Alliance for Male
Feminism makes this offer:

”’To any member, in good standing,
of the International Alliance - as cer-
tified by the staff - a subscription to the
current GEMINTI is available at 50% of
list. (That is; everyone except California
residents - $5.00. Californians must add
sales tax to make the total $5.33)"’

Our advice to you is: “Hurry. Get
your GEMINI'”

An inspection copy of the Journal of
Bisexual Feminist Women may be

obtained by sending $2.00 to: Seahorse

Collective, POB 76, Palo Alto, CA,

94302.
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HERE’S SALLY, 9-CA-04025, IN A CLOSE-UP
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[From F.I. Newsletter #10]

COURT HAS RULED IN FAVOR OF RENEE —
U. S. Open at Forest Hills Cannot Bar Her

FOREST HILLS, N. Y. — Dr. Renee Richards cannot be
barred from competing in the U. 8. Open tennis championship at
Forest Hills in Late August because she has had a sex change
operation, a State Supreme Court justice ruled on Aug. 16.

In a 13-page decision, Justice Alfred M. Ascione stated that
the state’s Human Rights Law prevents discrimination because
of sex and that there is now ‘‘overwhelming medical evidence
that this person is female.”’

Justice Ascione added that requiring Dr. Richards, who un-
derwent a sex change operation two years ago, to pass a Barr
Body or sex-chromatin test to be eligible to play in the Women’s
Tennis Association Open is ‘‘grossly unfair, discriminatory and
inequitable.”’

Ascione stated that until Dr. Richards appeared on the scene,
the USTA National Championships in its 95-year history had not
demanded any sex determination test other than ‘‘observation of
primary and secondary sexual characteristics.’’

‘It seems clear,’’ he asserted, "’that defendants knowingly in-
stituted this test (the ex-chromatin test) for the sole purpose of
preventing the plaintiff from participating in the tournament.”

Ascione cited expert medical testimony which asserted that
Dr. Richards, 43, is a woman medically, physically and socially.

He dismissed defendants’ ‘‘primary concern’’ of insuring
fairness in their claim that there is a competitive advantage for a
male who has undergone sex-change surgery, by again citing
medical testimony that Dr. Richards’ muscle development,
weight, height and physique fit within th
female norm.’’ Dr. Richards is 6’2’’ and weighs 147 pounds.

EX-MAN VICTIM OF RAPE IN PARK

A 22-year-old Omahan who recently went through surgery
to change him from a man to a woman reported she was raped
last month, police reported.

According to detectives, the victim claimed she was forced
into a car.near Fortieth and Dodge Streets shortly after midnight
and driven to ElImwood Park where the attack took place.

She said the suspect, in his mid-20s with greasy hair, forced
her into a small red car where he struck her several times and
threatened her with a knife, then drove to the park.

The victim’s physician told police she underwent transsexual
surgery in Denver several months ago and is ‘‘legally an physi-
cally a woman."”’




The Philadelphia Musical World and Times

Vol. 3, No. 5, June 19_77__ e
_The ‘Hilarious’ and ‘Devastating’
| ‘Les Ballet Trockadero de Monte Carlo

Those turned away from
the Walnut Street Theatre
New Year's Eve bash this
past year will again have the
opportunity to see LES
BALLETS TROCKADERO-
DE MONTE CARLO or bet-
ter known as ‘“THE
TROCKS” on Sunday, Oect
16 at 3 and 8 p.m. at the
Academy of Music. For
ticket information see page
5.

“We've conquered New
York, bu? is the rest of the

world ready?” reads an ad- }

vertisement for THE
TROCKS. Well, Philadel-
phia made up its mind on

i New Year’s Eve and gave
" THE TROCKS a very en-

thuasistic - Philadelphia
welcome. Leading U.S. and
Canadian dance critics have
laughed themselves silly
over this wroupe, but they’ve
also taken the “Troc”
seriously enough to devote
reams of analytical writing
to just what's so funny. The

Troks are comprised of 10 °
.male dancers, and perfects

classical bailet or works of
original satire on travesti.
The purpose of the TROCKS
is to give humoristic charac-
terization to various dance

- styles from romsantic ballet
to American modern. Men -

dancing traditional female

roles on: point, emphasise -

the suspension of disbelief

.dance. Costumes, make-up
and restoration of original .

bravura and mime are com-
bined commentary on the
rich heritage of traditional
western dance. §

 Primary choreographer,
PETER ANASTOS,
recreates and satirizes the
Russian Imperial Ballet
style with such ballets as
Don Quixote and The Nut-
cker

Guést Choreograpi:ers
have enlarged the com-

‘psny's scope. The TROCKS'

intentions are largely comic,

- but there is an element of

seriousness -because it’s

basic premise is that dance |

in all its form reflects
humanistic high artistic

Aunt Sam
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'‘Dead on agef and halarious!”
' The New Yorker

. . .. dance will never be the same." |
' The New York Times

‘A must! Don't Miss itl" . :
; The Village Voice

‘Suddenly you ache with

uncontrollable halarity" _
s _ VOGUE
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